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TbB importance of an uniform and enlighlened administration of a syBtem 
V^mbnu&gsogreataTariefyof interests and forming so material an ingredient 
in tlie intellectaal, moral, and social dyiHzation of the oommmuty, has not been 
one of the least amftig the oonsiderations which have led to the publicatioQ of 
this work: and if through its means anj facilities shall hare been afibrded for 
the accomplishment of this deenn^ble resi^t^ the tim4 and pains spent m its 
preparation will not have been regretted. That it is free from imperf ectioDS 
and enors it would be presumptaons to assert ; but in commending it to those 
for ^^lose use it is spedallj designed, aftd to the friend of popular ^education 
generally, the compiler can accompany it with the assurance that no effbrts on 
his part have been spared to render it worthy of their attention and lejijirdf 

AiMVT, Ma^r 1861. ^* 



o 



SEeRETARTS OFFIOS, ) 

DkPA&TMEKT OF CokMON SCHOOLS. f 

Albany, May 15, 1861. 

Having examined the following ** Digest of the Common School Systeoi of 
^ State of Kew York,"* I tf&e pleasure in saying that it is a full and correct 
expoMatk of that system ; aiid entitled to the cobfidence of officeiB and inhab- 
itants of ^dboql dimets, Tofwi Superintendents of commoo sebeols, and oibera 
interested in the cause of poptdar education. ^ 

CHRISTOPHER MORGAN, ^ 
8up*t of Common Sckoolt, 
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PART I. 

OBiaiN, PSOGBIBS, AUD PRESENT CONMTIOS 

wmm SCHOOL system of new tork, 

From fte Origin ri Qa Stale GoiaBmcnt (o tlu Jm ISfL 



At the Snt meefii^ of tli« Btat« Le^datore afUr Qm sduption of the Ooo- 
Btitnlfan, tiie gavattor, Geo. Olimtoh, called tba attention of that body to the 
nMeet of edocatioii. The following ia an extract from his Bpeedi : 

■TIegleet of the education of yoafli is one of the evils conaequent upon war. 
FeAapa there is scarce any thing more irortbj yoor attention than the rerivaj 
mid encomtgemeDt of semiimneB of leamng ; and nothing b; wUch we can 
more sa&faclorily ezpresB our grAtituda to the Sopreme Bemg for his past fa- 
' !e raety and yirtue are generally Iheoflepring of an eijjightfliied an- 



lots in each townaldp, of the public land thereafter to be eurvejed, f<H' gospel 
a\A pcbool porpoeea. 

ne following ia sn ertiact from the report of theilegents of the UpiTeraify, 
forllSSr 

" On this occBsioa we cannot 
advantages wMch we conceive 
institutioii of schools in various 
djldren in the lower branchea < 
goage with proprietf , and m m 
when they come forwariHnto ai 
the bnsiDesB arising tioai tbeii i 
acGompG^iuiig this desiraUe dt 
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ty ifl ezdnded from their immediate advantaffes. The egt^)liahment of com- 
mon schools throughout the state, is happily^uculated to remedy this ineoare* 
' nience, and wiU tl^fore engage your eariy and decided oonsideratioii.'* 

On the 1 1th of January, t& Assembly apjpointed a committee oonsistiitf ^of 
Jonathan Niooll Havsns, oi Suffi^ as chavman ; Dayid Bbooks, of Dut<£oas, 
David Prs, of Orange, Ebknezxh Purdt, of Westchester, Danixl Gbat, of 
Rensselaer, Adam Oombtogk, of Saratoga, and Richakd Furican, of New York, 
to take into consideration that portion of the Governor's Medsage felati&g to the 
•stablishmeat of Oommon S<dioo]s throughout the state.. Mr* oayskb, from this 
committee, reported on the 19ik of February ** An Act for the encouragemmt 
of schools," which passed the House on the 4th, and the Senate on the 22d of 
ICarch, and became a law on the 9th of April 1*795. By this act the sum of 
£20,000 or $50,000 was annually appropriated for fire years, ** lor the ^}irpoe# 
of enoourag^ and' maintaining schools in the sevMal cities and towns in this 
state, in wmdi the children of me inhabitants residing in the stifte, shall be in- 
structed in the English language, or be taught Kiiyish grammar, aiil^etic, 
mathtoiatics, and muh other branches of knowledge as are most useful and ne- 
cessary to complete a good English educatioa." This sum was at first appor- 
tioned to the several counties according to their representation in the legislature, 
and afterwards according to the number of electors for members of assembly ; 
and to the several 'towns according to the number of taxable inhabitants of eaoL 
The boards of supervisors were required to ndseby tax upon each town, a turn 
e qu al to one-half of that appropriated by the state, to be applied in like miomer. 
while this biU was under discussion in the assembly, a motion to add a pro- 
viso, " that no town after receiving for one year its proportion of the moneys 
appropriated bv the act, shall be entiUed in any year thereafter to receive its 
proportion of the same, unless the freeholders and inhabitants of' such town, 
should, at their next preceding town-meeting, have voted a sum for the use of 
schools in such town, equal to at least one-half of the proportion of the moneys 
to which such town disSl have been entitied by this act in the preceding year ; 
and in case such sum shall not have been voted to be raised as aforesaid oy any 
town, the supervisors of the county should apportion ihe moneys to which aacxi 
town would otherwise have been entitled, among the other towns in such ooan» 
ty, whidi should have voted lor such sum " was rejected, by a vote of 80 to 2*J. 
The adoption of this proviso, would have left it discretionary with the ioliabi- 
tants of any town to comply with the req msitions of the act, and thereby entitle 
itself to receave its proportion of the public money ; a measure subsequently re- 
sorted to, as wiU hereafter be seen, but speedily abandoned on experience of 
its effects. 

The prominent features of the act of 1*795, were the following : Not Ims 
than three, nor more than sevei) commissioners, were annually to he diosen by 
the electors of the respective town^, to whom were ta be committed Uie super- 
vision and direction of the schools, and the app(»iionment of public money 
among the several districts. The inhabitants residing in different sections of 
each town, were authorized ''to associate together for the purpose of procuring 
good and sufficient schoolmasters, and for erecting and maintaining schools in 
such and so many parts of tiie town where they may reside, as shall be moft 
convenient,'' and to appoint two ch- more trustees, wbo were directed to ** confer 
with the commissioners concerning the qualification of the master or masters 
that Ihey may have employed, or may intend to employ in 1j^ schools ; and 
concerning every other matter which may relate to the welffS of their sdiool, 
or to the propriety of erecting or maintaming the same, to the intent that they 
mar obtam the determination of the said commissionerB whether the said schoo^ 
Willi be entitled to a part of the moneys allotted toor raised in that town by 
* virtue of this act, ana whether the abilities and i&MI character of the master 
or^ masters employed, or intended to be employed ^rein, are such as wiU meet 
with their i4)prolnition.'' The share of public money to be paid to each<li8tric^ 
was to be apportioned by the commissioners, ** according to the number of days 
for which instruction shall appear, hr the annual report of the trustees, ^ ^v« 
been given in each of the-saia schools, in such manner that the schopl in which 
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the grei^ter nomba^ of days of InsfradioQ aliidl appear to have been glren^slilbl 
^re a proportiooably larffer som. And if it Gfiall at'aiX7 time appear to Ui^ 
aaid commianoacra, ttiat me abilities or morai'diaiucter of w master or masterB 
of any sdioolfl^ are not soch Ibat they ought to be entrosted with the education 
of the youth, or that any of the brandies of learning taudbt in any school, are 
not sadi as are intended to recdye encotiraeement ^m we moneys appropria- 
ted by this act, the said commissioners shau notify in writing the saia trustees 
of sodi sdiool Ihereof ; and to the time of such notification, and no longer, shall 
any allowance be made to sudi school unless the same thereafter be conducted 
to the approbation of ihe said commissionera" Tlie commissioners were requir- 
ed to giye to the trustees of each district^ an order on the county treasurer for 
the sum to whidi Ibe district was entitled. Proyisions were also made for an- 
nual returns from &e seyeral districts, towns and counties. An abstract of 
these returns, from docteen out of the twenty-three counties of the state, for th^ 
year 1796, shows a total of 1,85^ schools, organized according to the act, in 
wbich (9,660 children w^re taught 

In the year 1799 an act was passed <Gredinff ibe raising, by means of four 
Buccessiye lotteries, of the sxmi of one hundred thousand dollars, $12,500 of 
whidi, were to be paid to the Regents of ^e ITniyersity. to be by ihem dis- 
tributed among the Academies in sudi manner as Ibey shall deem most proper, 
and the residue, 187,500 was to be paid into the treasury, to be appropriated 
for the encouragement of common scnools, as the legislature shoula Uiereafter 
direct This biu probably grew out of aprojectproposed by the H<m. jEOxnufi 
Peok, of Otsega " It is due ** obsenres Judge Hahmond, in his Political History, 
" to Ibis plain, unlettered farmer, to add t^t he was intent upon making^ some 
permanent proyisions for these institutions, and that he formed the project of 
estabBshing a common school fund in pursuance of Ibe example then lately 
fumkbed by Ooimecticat, the state from whence he emigrated : that he never 
lost sight of it ; and that to his indefatigaUe and perseverinff e^rts, aided hj 
Mr. AoAM OoMSTocK, of Saratoga, an<^her. meducated and plain, but deiar 
sifted and patriotic man, we are princ^>aUy indebted for our sdiool fund and 
common school systeuL What nmitary chieftain — ^what mere conqueror by 
brute force, has conferred so deep, so enduring an obligation mK)n p(»teri^ f " 

At the opemnff of the Session of the LegiSature in 1800, Goy. ^ Jat called 
the attention of both Houses to the subject of Oottmion Schools, in the follow- 
ing language : 

^ Among other objects wbidi wiU present ihemselyes to you, there is one 
which I earnestly recommend to your notice and patronage. I mean our in- 
stitutions for the education of youth. The-lhnportanoe o^ common sdiools is* 
beet estimated by the good ejects of them, where they most abound and are 
tiie best regulated." 

On the 26th of Mardi of the same year, the Assembly, by a yote of fifty-sey- 
en to thirty-six, adopted the following resolution, Offered by Mr. Oomstock, of 
Saratoga: 

"Resolved, That the 'Act for the Encouragement of Schools,' passed the 

9th day of April, 1795, oufffat to be reyised and amended ; and that out of the 

annual reyenue arising to (his StatO fixMn its stock and Other funds, the sum of 

* $50,000 be annually appropriated for, the encouragement of schools, for the 

term of fiye years." 

On the Sd of April, subsequently, a clause to this effect was inserted in- the 
annual supply biO; on Mr. ComstocVs motion; by a yote of fifty^one to thir^-^ 
fiye. The Senate, however, by a yote of nineteen to sixteen, strode out the 
dause. The boose, on the return of the bill, at first refused to concur with the 
Senate in this amendment, by a yote of forty'two to fortyHme ; bu^ subse- 
quenUy reconsid^ed its yote^ and asseiited to tiie amendment, on the last day 
but one of the Session. 




and freqamtly, t belieiev preMuWd to your' view-^e eocCTira^ement of lit^ 

Jboin ttie afbclioDa qf the peoMs, religion and mwality tauoot be too aediuaiu- 
ly inculcated. To tUem, acieace ie an bendmaid ; ionoisnce, tlie -wAm of eue-^ 



Literal^ iofonnelioD should then be pled 
dperaqjtjon of cjtiseni, w»d jwverly diould sot V pennitted to obsttuot uie pitn 
to tiie &De of loHTwledge. r mppur i aijumla, iiifwr the puidanee of retpectabla 
teachen, ahonld be eetablisbed in ever; village, Bod the mdigeut be educated ai 
the pubUc ezpeose. "Sta lugber BenufMriee ^00, abould reeeiTe e^er; patnm- 
we and suvpm^ Tttbiu the meaiui of eolighleued Iwalaton. Leuning would 
Cqub flouridi, and v)C« beincte eSeetuoUf reabuued than b; volumee of penal 

On the Itb of Febmat;, 1 806, Gov. Lewis transmitted a gpedal meetage to 
the k^ialature inrefexence to this Gubje<it,in which he recemuneiided theapph- 
cation qf all the 8tat«kjide for the benefit of colleges and Mhoole ; the -wbbi^ 
fond and entire mauBEemeut of tlie ajstem to be confided to the B^ente of the 
UoiTeriity, under mm regulatieiiB m the tegitlatiire nugfat prescribe ; the Ba- 
gente to bave the powei of aMdnting Aree truateea for eadi dittrict ; who 
uouldbeanthraiced to locate Oieutee for aeboolheosee. Rod to erect nidibou»- 
e« wherever ueceseaiy, employ teachers, apply the funds of the diitrict, and lerj 
ttoea OD the iohohMaots, for Bdeh further eonu as might be required fw the sup- 
port of the ichaol and the edomtioD gf indigent dittdreo . HoQe of these eng- 
KeatJMiB, bowerer, with the exception (tf the firm, seero to have rdet «iih an; 
favor at the haoda of the liwisJAtitf^. 



^MdiiiififloayeMvMnB^f t^ tadmtiSii^ tAiimpit^r&teii hada of the ;peopIei^ 
UiiMtote, wllkbidieidd be fifBl tliei«^ter sold hyiiieJikveyor'gmen\,AaM 
i» flmtopdM«d m a -p«iMaA«nt fond for ihe suppcdrt ^f common sdiools ; ^ 
ayauB to oe eafely invested until the interest should amount io $50,000 ; '^heb 
mtemmi ^stribntiiCA <^ liiat aiaietet bIoM be made to the Beyetal sdiool dis- 
tribte. Tliis a^ laidihe louadati^ ef Hie present fund for the support of cbm^ 
iiienrgcfaodg. 

l^ihe aet to ineorpoi«e the Merchants' Ifenk in'flie dty of New-York, pasi- 
•Mltlmaatne year, 1& state respired the ri^ to subecr^^lbr Ihree thousand . 
shares of the cajoatal stock of that instltutipn, which, together with the acc^uit^ 
mferettand dimend^ were appn^niated as a fund for the support of common 
Mhooie, to be applied in sudh maimer as ^ legislature ^cmtd from time t6 
timed&eoi •' - 

^^ a«to passed Matdi IS, 160T, and April 8, 1808, the comptroller was a\h 
tiwiked to invest 8U<Jh mone;^, tc^^ether with ^e funds aHsing from the pro- 
cwdiof tbelottetiee anihorinedby liie aet of 1808 in the purchase of ad^Son- 
air stock of the Merchants' Bai^ and to loan the residue of the fund. 

2^0 iletenniDate action en liie^art of Hie legislature, in reference to the estab- 
iMkam/kxd a syirtem of comimon dchoi^, washed diffk^ thevears,' 1806-7-8-9 
ear 10. ' At tilm opening of the sessien in the latter year, Gov. Tomfkhts ^tts 
aihides to the subject 

** I cannot omit iSm ocottnon of invitmg jour attention to the rneaais of instruo- 
tioii fee tiie rising eenevation. To enaUe them to perceive and duly to estimate 
12wir rights, to inculcate cotrect principles and habits of moralily and religion, f 
and to render them useful citizois, a competent provisioti for their education is I 
iM-easeixtial. The fund appropriated for common, sdiools already produces an 
iBBome of about $26,000 azmufuly, imd is daily becoming more productiva It 
reetawith the legi^^e to determine whether liie resources of the state will 
joktify & farther Av^rmentation oi ilbai appi^c^nation, as ^ell as to adopt suc^ 
jteiiorits iqppUcatKn and distribution, as i^iall appear best calcubited tapro- 
mbte the imp<^taiit object for which it was originally designed." 

Ob the 28th of February, of thai year, ihe oompttdQer, ia obedience to a reso- . 
lutioQ of the legislature, calling upon him for information as to the concBtion of 
tiie -sdio^d fund, rep<»:ted tliat the amount of rec^pts into ^e treasury up to 
tliat period, of moneys bekmging to &e fund, was $151,115.69, of which $29,- 
206 l^kd bfii^n invested in t&e capital stock of tiie Merchants' Bank, $114,600 
loaned in pursuance <^ ]a;w, and the resi<kie rCTQdined in the treasury. 

In 1811, Gov. Tompkins agidn eaMed the attrition of the legislature to this 
subject ; and a law wasf passed, acfthcnieing the appointment by the governor, of 
S[vh commis8ioncf:s,'toi<epoila system for the i^i^abizaticai and establishment of 
common schools.^ The ocas^missioners a^^xmitea under this act were Jedediah 
Beck, John M^nrra^, Jr., Samuel Russell, Roger Skinner, and Samuel Macomb. • 
Ob the 14th of February, 1612, they submitted a report, accompanied by the 
draft of a bBl, comprishig eubatanltially the main features of omr common school 
mtem, as it enstea tip to the year 1 888. In ihe bHl, as it originally passed, the 
eiectATB oreach- tcptrn wei^e authorized to determine at their annual town meet- 
m^, whether they Would accept their shares of the money apportioned by the 
state, and direct the raisiigofan equi^ amount on their tasarae properbr. So 
embaRVBsing, Ulwever, was the practical op^raticn of this feature of the sys- 
ton, tiiat xm the recommendation of the superintendent, Gideon Hawley, Esq., it 
was stricken out ; and <each eotmty reqmred to rai^e by tax an amount equal to 
that apportioned 1^ the istate. 

CHie ibllowing are eBLtraote frtmi the report <^ Uie commissioners : 

** {V»ihapf thore never wfll be present^ to the legislature a subject of npore 
im por t aoo e i^tum the establishment of common schools. Education, as the mea&s 
of improidng tJie moral and inteUectnal faculties, is, under all circumstances, a 
Bohieciof the most ilnpo^ng considertttioa; To resciie man from ^lat state, df 
de g ia daticp to whiofa he is doomed, unless^ redeemed by education ; to imfoH 
hit jpfayiical, intellectual, and moral powers ; and to fitJte #ec those h^h'desr 
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d^t seasib^tj of the phildB^er«Dd j^alaoUwovvriu ^oeiii|miQa<>l tbe «Ef>> 
a^e thajb roams througb the foredt^ witn the 6QU^te«ed in^KuMfeof adtilnd^ 
^camtry, would be a bri^i but impressiTe r9{)feja^iit«tifln of tlie mom6iilo>QB iai- 
portance of education. t . : r 

. " It were an eaay ta^k for the oonmiiflsioDers to show, tiiiat in profxtftion w 
evefy country has oeen eblighteo^d hj edufiatio% 89 has been its prosperity. 
Where ihe heads and hearts of men are ffenerallj cultivated and ii]^)fforod« vip- 
tue and wisdom must reigo, and v^e and ignorance nwatceaso to prenifl. Vir- 
tue aodgwisdom are the parents of prirate aM public f^icity : 'vice and igaonttioe, 
of private and public misery. 7 

]" If education he the cause of the advancement of other natidbs, it mosibef 
apparent to the most superficial observer of our peculiar political institabioii% 
that it is essential, not to our prosperity only, but to the verv existence of our 
gov^ixment Whatever may be the effect of education en a despotic or mpbar- 
Shical government^ it is not absolutely indispensable to the ezisteiice of either. 
In a despotic government, tihe people have no agency whatev^, either in the ffXr 
mation or in we execution of tne laws; They are the mere slaves of arbitrary 
authority) holding their Uves and property at the pleasure of uncontroued ca- 
pr^. As the will of the ruler is .the suprtoo law ; fear, ^alavisb fear, on ihe 
part of the governed, is the principle of despotism. It will be perceived reUdi^ 
ly, that ignorance on the part of the people can present no barrier to the adminisH 
^atloil of such a government ; and much less can it ^danger its existence. In 
a monarchical government, the operation of fixed laws isintended to supersede 
the necessity of intelligence in the people. But in a government like ours, where 
the people is the sovereign power ; where the will of the peo^e is &e law of 
the land ; which will is openly and directly expressed ; and whore every aoi ^ 
the government may justly be called the act or the pec^^le ; it is abscdntely est 
•entuid.that that people l>e enlightened. T^ey must possess boUi inldligekioe 
and virtue : intelligence to perceive what is right, and virtue to do what is right. 
Our republic, therefore, nw justly be said to be founded on the intelligence 
and virtue of the people. For this reason, it is with much propriety tha^ the 
Qxlightened Montesquieu lias eaid, ' in a republic the whole lorce of education 
is required.' 

" The commissioners think it necessary to repiresent in S stronger point of view* 
the importance and absolute necessity of education, as connected either with the 
cause of religion and moraUty, or witn the prosperity and existence of our politi- 
cal institutions. As the people must receive the advantiges of education, the 
inquiry naturally ariEOs, now this end is to be attained. The expedient devised 
by the legislature, is the establisment of common sdiools ; which being spread 
throughout the state and aided by its bounty, will, bring improvement within 
the reach and power of the humblest citizen. This a{^)earB to be the beat phm 
that can bo devised to disseminate religion, morality, and learning tfarougnoHt 
a whole countrp-. All other methods, heretofore aaopted^ are partial in their 
operation and circumscribed in their effects. Academies and uniyersities, under- 
stood in contradistinction to common schools, eannot be considered as operating 
impartially and indiscrimiaately, as regards the country at huge. The advan- 
tages of the first are confined to the particular districts in whi<£ they are estab* 
lighed ; and the second, from causes apparent to every one, foe devoted almost 
exclusively to the rich. In a free govemi^ent, where poUtieal equality is esttb-^ 
lished, and where the road to preferment is open to all, there is a natiural stimur 
lus to education ; and accordingly we find it generally resorted to, nnlesssonne 
great local impediments interfere. In populous cities, and the parts of the oon- 
try thickly settled, schools are genendly established by individual exertiQik. In 
these cases, the means of education are facilitated, as the expenses of sdi^Is 
are divided among a great many. It is in the remote and thinly populated parts 
c£ the jtate, where the inhabitants are scattered over a huge extent, that ediica*> 
tion stands greatly in need of encouragement. The peo{de here, living lar firom 
each other, makes it difficult so to establish schools, as to render them ooacrteieiii* 
or accessible to aU. Every family, therefore, must either educate its own ohitt: 
dren, or the children must forego the advantages of education.. 
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* * 

''IteeJncoQTQDieiioes can be lanedied best bytiKettebbdnMliiofdoair 
jnon achodiy under thedireotioii and patronage of the state, la iiieae acfapela 
ahould be taught, at leasts those branches of edueatioB wfaidi are mdisponiMMjr 
oeoeaaai^ to eyeiy |>er8(xi in his intenxrarM Willi the wodd, and to t^ 
ance of his dntf as a useful dtizen. Beading, imting, arithmeticyandtlie pitefl^ 
.^es of moralify, are essential to ererr penon, however hnmUe his sitnatna in 
life. Without the first, it is impoesiUe to receive those lessons of motalifart 
which are inculcated in tlfe writings ofthe learned and pious; norisHpossme 
to beeome acquainted with our political oonstituticos and laws; nor to decide 
those great political ^estions, idiich ultimately are referred to the intelligence 
of tiie peopfe. Writing^and arithmetic are indispensable in the management 
of one's pnvate afihirs, and to &eilitate one's commerce with the wotld. Morals- 
ty and reUgion are the foundation of aU that is truly flprc«t and go^ 
sequently of priiliarf importance. A person provided with these aoraisitions^ 
is enabkd to pass through the woiid respectab^ and successfully. If, nowefeii, 
it be his intention to become acquainted with the higher branches of sdende^ 
the acade m ies and universities established in different parts of the state are open 
to him. In this manner, educatitm in all its stages is ofS&red to tikodtiflens 
generally. * 

" In deviamg a plan for the organization and establiahment of common sdioola^ 
the commissioners have proceeded witb great care and deliberation. To frame 
a system which must directly atStct every dtixen in Estate, and so to regulate 
it^ as that it shall obviate indiyidual and local discontent, and yet be geiiefa% 
benefidal, is a task, at once perjdezing knd arduous. Toav<Ma fbe imputaftioii 
of local partiality, and to devise a plan, operating with equal mildness and adf 
vantage, has been the object of the oommisabners. To efect this end, they 
have consulted the experience, of others, and resorted to every probable sooroe 
of intelligence. From ndghboriog states, whpsre common echoed systems are 
established by law, Hk&y have <£Biived mndi inmortant informatun. This 
inf ormalaon is doubly valuable^ as it is the result of long and actual ezpecieiiot. 
The conmussionerB by closely eramining the rise and progress of those spAuna, 
have been able to obviate many impenections otherwise inseparable man the 
novelty id the estaUishment, and to discover the means by which th^ have 
gradually risen to their present condition. 

''The outlines of the fian suggested by the Commia«noners are briefty tbeee; 
that the several towns 4n the State be divided hito sdiool districts, oy three 
commissioners^ electc^ by the ctticens qualified to vote for town officers : that 
three trustees be elected in eadi district, to whtMn shall be eonfided the caie 
and superintendence of the school to be established tiierein : that the interest 
of the school fund be (i^vided among tiie different counties and towns^aooordiag 
to thdr respective population, as ascertained by the^suoceesive census of the 
United States : that the proportions received l^^ tiie respeetive towns be snb^ 
divided among the distrkts mto i^iidi such towns shall be divided, according 
to the number of children in each, between the ages of five and fifteen yean c 
that each town raiM by tax annually, as much money as it shall have received 
from the school fund : that the gross amount of moneys received froM iSbe State 
and raised by the towns, be qf>propiiated eaoelusively to the pvjnnsDt of the 
wa^of the teachers: and that the yifhole system be {daoed under the a» 
penntendence of an officer appointed by the Oouni|il of. i^ppointawnt 

* * « • • • • n 

" Let us suppose that the sdiooHund were arrived at that jpoint wh«ie by 
law it is to be divided. There will then be $60,000 of the pub&c mone^ to be 
distributed among the schods ; and as by the contemplated plan aanmis to be 
raised annuaUjr by tax, equal to the mtereetof the a^oel fuao, the grass amoont 
of moneys which the sdiodbs will receive will be|lQO»000. 1%era are in this 
State forty-five counties, comprising, exclusively of the dties, four hundred and 
forty-nine towns. It wfll be very evident, tnerefove. that the proportion «( 
each town must be necessarily smalL As, however, the sdiod districts are an- 
tiiiorizedto raise by tax a sum sufficient to purdiase a lot, on which the school 
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Iwate is to be hwli, to build the acfaool house andlteep the same in repair, and 
«B <ftfc«dndiiM»^itf(ed^i)ted«idnnTOl7io1hea^^ 
lingfeii, AeAtm^ hovwrer s&adl, wUdi x^distriotii^be ehtiide4t(^ vifite 
fUm. thssis^^osaridetatWDa tomwk the niors efieacaeus. It will, hofwever, be e^ 
i^MBi to ^«f Legidatore. that the f mids Aiqp^^ 

poiiff Ae /eommQDsduKdq^stem, -vdlt, ftlona^ be veiy iaa^eqtiatew itnd^m 
abnunianoiiett are of opimon Hiai Ihe fund, in anj stage of it, etea when ^ 
MiUtan of !the unaold lands shall be eonTerted into money, bearing an interen, 
seiw ydSl be, alona» adeipiate to the nuiinteoanoe df commons<£ool8 ; asihe 
i te eaoo of the poptiktionwfll probably be in as great if not a g^iater rs^iban 
&a«4>f thefntid. But it is hardly to be imagined that the Leg^Mfitnre intend- 
sd.that the State should taxpfoti the whofe ezpense of so greataa estaldifllK 
iisoA^ Tke objeet of theX^^ture^ as understood l^ the commissioners, wae^ 
to WNifie' Ihe public attention to the impovtant suhyed; of education, aad \^ 
Ibdqptingaeystem of oommonsi^bools,in me eniaise d^^Aash tlie 43tate wquw 
Jaigely pertic^te, to boring instruction Within me reach and hieaqs of the hm&- 
hmt dtiaen. And tiie eoibmissioners have kmpt in fivw ihe fur^Mvance of ibla 
ohfect (rf .thel<igidatnre ; fcnr.by r^uiring eacii district to nise tnr tax a sum 
aoikientle build and repair a school house, and by aUotlingthe bomoL moneTS 
solely to the payment of ihe teachers' wages, they have in a measure s^pKed 
t#»of the most important Sources of ^mense. Inus evevy inducement wul be 
Md oitt to ihe instruction of youth.'' * « * * , 

^'Bm Legislature will percdve in the system coirtained in the bifls subiiBHted 
to iheir eosttderation, that the ooitamitaiQBers are deeply impressed wit^ the in»- 
poctanoe of adm it ting; under the contemplated plan, such teadiers otdy as are 
ooIt cpialified. The respeotabihty of eyery scheol must necessarily depend ca 
^leT character of the master. To entitle a teaofaer to assume the central of a 
aohool, he should be endowed wftii the requisite literary qualifications, not onfy,. 
hot wklh an lininipeaduiMe character. Be dbould also, be a man of patient and 
mOd temperament ' A pceceptor,' says Rousseau, ' is fnyested with the rightt^ 
and ti^Des upon himself the obligatiens of both father and mother.' And Qvui^ 
tillifiii tellaus, * that to t^e lequisite Utenuy and moral endowments, he mu^ 
add the benendent dispositibn of a parent' '' # * * ^ 

'* When we consider the tend^ age at whiohcyidren are sent to school; the 
length of the time they pass under the directian af the teachers \ when we 
oooaider that thedr little mmds are to be diverted from their natoral propensi- 
ties to. the artifi<SaVy4'^^^**'P ^ knowledge ; that they are to be prepared for 
the reoeptiflD of «eat moral and religious truths — ^to be inspirea with a love 
of "Tirtne and a detestation of vice ; we shall forciUy perodve the absolute ne- 
eesiitvbf suitable nHatilJcations bn the past of the master. As an impediment 
tahaa men getting mt&the schools, as tcduchers, it is made the duty of the town 
in^)ectorR strictlT to inqinre into the moral and literaiy(}ualificat}onB of those 
who mhy he eannidates for the place of teadiier. And it is hoped that this pre- 
i^autkn,. aided by that deore wnicfa generaHy prevails, of employing good m^ 
onii^'^vitt render it unnacessary to resort to any other measure. 

Vrhe oorerhissioners, at the same time that tmey feel impressed with the im- 
mrtanoe of employing teachers of the diaracter above described, cannot re^ 
ntdn tiom ^x^poHBong their solioitude, as to the Mroduction of proper books 
into. tile acMiteni]dated schoob. This is a tol]ject somtimatdly connected with 
a good edooatien, ti^ itmpits the Serious consideration of all who are con- 
cerned jp the establishment and m^agement of schools. Much good is to be 
derived from a iudidous selection of books, calculated to enliffhten the under- 
irtkndid{g; not odj, but to improve the tieart And as it is of mcalcidable con- 
a^qdenoe to gaard the ybung and tender mind from receiving Macious imprest 
aibns, tfaeeommissidBers cannot omit mentiotfo^ this subject as a part of ihe 
iireiglity trust reposed inihem. Connected with the intr6ductaon of sintaUe 
bdillE% the eommissiOieierS ta&e the liber^ of suggesting that some obserratioiis 
and hdvica touckdng the reading of the bujoM in the sdiooSs might be salutary. 
bi 9*dtr to tpiMter the sacred volume productive d^ the greatest advantage, it 
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flboqki- be fa^ la aTm^ -diflfareni Ugfat from: that of « .ctmitiioBrt Hi«Mi^|M]b^ 
i^7dMlBl4 he r^gndi^ m « ^bobk inteiMed for litemirf impi o ♦ wm mljaAaiid^ 
;U ttb iDadEaAiBg'gTiaftfaBd in^Hf^ii^^ moral trnthsj i&o. Wit^ltofariMn 
pt«^«<fa%^tiie?fiifnfiiiniii«ii n wte iDcbesd to reoommeadtbe'ptkdiMrifeiMttifr 
didiiite^tfid2r6w.Snri&>]kee'8e&6ol, of having s^bct ohapten Ma&«i/)tiiir 
ctanipyiof ^fir^^faselr hi &A Ooriamgi abd tiie l&e at iha clos^mUiaittftev^' 
OMb Tls»isf4iitan4^iile:lii98t mode ^ preserviog the veligiouB regaviiiMth 
i8*dQe:t^tii»«aised wntaiga; « * * # * ^ 

J ^*gSir . xwwitnifewiue gs eamiei oondade tins report irithnnt fiTprowing tmin 
mdtaa tlw deep seme of the momentous sul]^ect committed to tbBni.i < Jtfiirii 
rBftaid iiab ooiuiected with. iMer cKsife of rel^ion fmd mibralitT m«^;f} itraf* 
p4et is qswfoIfy^aofeiDiE.' Bardie 'ouiot views of it ah^eady^aouded toj i^iraffl»' 
dent to 'excite the keenest solicitdde in the legislative body, it is a snlsjecty' 
let St baarspeated^ faititeaitdy connected wtUi the p^manent moapedfy 4ii einap 
political institutions. The American empire is founded on the voiae aiui 1o«>- 
teHigenoe of the people. But it Were irrational to coDMye that albjrforbl of 
gev enmient can long etist v^ithont virtue in i^e people. Where mdMfmk 
pD^cto of &Bstia|i^ vicious, ihe govenmient must cease to exist asU losed- 
its fuBctioDSi The laws Caniiot be eacecuted where every! man has a pezaKkiid; 
interest in Bcteemng' and protecting the profligate ana' abandon^. - Whan 
thtee aretinras^ained by the wholesrame coerdon of auUieiityvthe^giire Wa^^ 
to ev«^ species of eiceee and crime. One enormitjr brings on another, aatd 
ihe whole eommunity, beooAiiBg oorrupt, bursts forth into some mightydiaBge 
ov aioJDs at OBoesqta annftwlation. 'Can it be/ said Washington, ' that Phm- 
dHieehas'nat«dn]ieeted the permanent fdieity dT a nation widi its viiiiie^' 
Tbeexpsdment; at leafit, is reoommendedby every sentiment whidh ennobles 
bhmiiTi onlare. • 

.* " Asdihe commiawmiers cannot but hope that tbi^ Bemg who rules the uni^ 
veree inf jdstice and id met^^ Who rewavqs' virtue and punii^ies viee^ wiH meet 
gtadouslydesii^to smile, benil^ on the handle effiirte ^a> peav^ in 
a«aiiea pcurely^Mr4>wii^ and tiiat'he^ will mahifesi thispleasiffe is me laMhi^ 
pionittrity of ooroeoiit^^.'' ^ ./ 

We eamot^ deem ^bt apolegy neo^sary for the $pacedcbupied by thesevx* 
tflurtB from tfaiaanhiDrable report: shadowing forth as it does,- me gi<eat Ibator^ ' 
of that ^fstem* of public instrubtMit s^eequentfy ad(^yted, afid succesafii]^ car- 
rkd into ^aecilttiQn ; and layhig downin laftgoage at otice eloquent and la^pveft* 
siive^ those fundamental principles imon wfa^i^ alone any ^Stelm'^f pm^' 
edodation, in arepublie like ours, ikniSi be based. 'Hte-leading featureis o^^tfje 
STStem proposed oy the commlRsidaers, wei^e adc^djmdpassild mto a' Isrw bf 
the Le^slature, during the session of 1812, witn the exception of leavid#'K 

(hscretimiar^wUh. the electors lof the several towns, aft^ the&st distribuaon 
of puiEdic moneys to ree^e their share and to raise an equal amount by iaa^'or 
to Smpmm el&e wkh the berthen a];kl the benefits of «fae legid pt^Visien^ 
by vote at their annual town mecftmgs. 

, AdminiitraHon of QtBUORs H^W£St, l^p9i4n$$ndMt <if Pmnmon Sckoohi^ 

On the organisation of the system, QimEON HAW£irT,B8<}^ then of the ooculty 
of Saxiatoga, was appointed by the Oonndi of Appoinfment, Supeiintendei^ of 
Oommon Sdiools. . >' .. 

Ob the fotnih'day of Esbruary^ 1814, the fivst aese^BE^wpott'l^f Mri Hotf^ 
Uj; as SimetinteBiant of Oommon 3<^1b, was transmitted^ to ii%t Iie|>i«UiA 
t«ti ; in wmch4rarinfbrmsihatlKHfy4hat, in pursuance ol^Uke act for the^tdb- 
liffanent of oommei]eschoils,>pas8ed on the IMbof Ju^, l%\% he had atith»4iMBP 
sieneemeDt of theptoceding year given duenotlo^ of an iEiteBded>diB«ribiltton'(pf 
thainteiest of ^scfaool 6md, and that by meanstefeuehiioitice, that aciliad been' 
csnoed into opevatioii so far as depended on him: tiiat although n&oilcb4 retan»^ 
had been received from which an estimate might be formed of the beneficial 
operation <tf >the aot;.yetihat9atii^iBd»ry evMe^ |iad beevobliiinedy'tiial- &i 
nadbyuaaswita Q|Mi»taDn]»a been ^prewMtgd< by theiasfosato^ ti<(ffik>t ^f ^ffl^aa 
to comply with its povisions; and that in other cases where sudb^lBeifdtef^ 
had been made, ana the act thereby carried into effect, its operaticm had beon 
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diall liaTS Mmidkd with Un Ikw, I7 direcdiw their Bapwium to telr to 
thMntbe Knaraqnired bj the act to entitle tSem to their pn^toitka of the 
piblioEMMMjidwUrMeiTebf ]q^>caiitiiiai^ f rem the bawd of nipwviaan,dM 
«M«,_diTkleod ot tbeowm^, aooMdii^ to their rMpaciiv* frnxuMiiao, to dw 
ezdiw»of mdi towDB u Bhall not hare «ni}dieaintli the fiw. I^arab- 
•Monitpvt of the mim MotiDn, it it further pronded tint the •am reqmred 
t« MiMoedcncMhtowR, toeatitleitlo Adnreitf flM pohtie mmmt, nnet b* 
oqiwKotfaeiiimsppacticttMltonMiitawnbytheboHdof wapeniaan. B^th* 
opentioDof thewMrenl proniooe in (he ad, die cmc km; bethatfttm^ 
town itt « cMmtf dull be entitled to recwre the wbida dividend £w neh oooitr; 
udalthoi]^ tUBiumahallbenKire tlMM mfBdentifM in wdinOT c—ee itTwU. ■ 
b«,)tsM^ai«lltteMhoal^ltniiiHtBeTatheU»be saljeatad % tax to the 
pmatDto? H Mldilian«l ran equal in amoimt to tboniiniti*<ndtIedla n- 
oem; w>d thia ndditimial nun moBt, in* ~ 
■ehoal^wliidiButjbavehadlaBdin ord 
' ' -' — '- ^though the owe 



pmatDto? H Mldilian«l ran equal in amoimt to tbonnaitieaidtledla n 
oem; w>d thia ndditJcial maa moBt, in law, be I4>i£ed to the «TOMrt of it 
■ehoal^wliidiButjbavehadlaBdin ardinaay ttata wSI hare bad) *■ «aeei 
~ tappaet already, ^thongn the oase here anppoaad- haa not y«t 1 
tfaelwnrledgaor the Saparintmdent, there i* tMvetthelen good r 



bdiavflit Tilloeonr; ntitfutwyeTidKcehBTim'beeo obtained, that in sanM 

ceontiee but fev towna hare eomi^ied wiQi the Itni, or abown uit diapOMtion 

therewith. The nuacnief herein oompWied ol, may be remedied 



by |voTH&g that the board of aqierneara shall not, in any caae, r&igeby 
en any town, a anin «««e^i^ the anm lAieh koA town iliell be entatlec 
raceiie out id the coun^ dividnid, if aQ die towne in the cooa^ bad c 
pliqd with the law," 



It will be fbnnd 1^ in^Mction of the act, that one of it« principal featores - 
i« the provisimi which givee aver* town an ctectiDn, eitibar to comply with Ih*- 
aat and receive ite benefits, and bear its bnrdnu, or to refute n^ " 



and thereby forego its benefits and avoid its burdena. In the acttmt of this^ 
chmee. it haa already been observed that many towns have lefiuad to comply 
with the act. and it la believed they will generally persist in aneh r^nwl, and 
thataome other tcwoa which have already complied with the law, will endea- 
vor to retract their cotsplianca. By aUowiof sudb an c^jtion to eveiy town, 
the ^leraticD of the act depending on the pleaaure, and not cnfreqaeatly M" 
d^Kice «f a lew bdividnaia, will be always partial and ioctintnig', it will, 
mofeorer, be enbaiTBaaed by all the difEcultiea which aie naturally eoanected 
with inatatuli^ of ayatem and mincaa^ al lam. It ia thdretoe anbmittod 
whether this proriaioa in the aetmay tiot be ao amerced aa to ma^ itoUie*- 

•- ' — m^ wttli the act, and also on the boatd of toperviacn of 

a to levToathair respective towns, a sum equal to Ou mm 
whid shall be iq^nrtioaed to aoch lowni out of the pabbc mmey to be dja--. 
tribolad." 

Tim MiggefHim was adopted by the legiilaknv, and the act ameoded io 
tlueand variesa otbar reaped*, intoifannity to the recomawidatMn oS the 
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K^Hbt nak Af ftitmaq^ 181^ Mr. HawWy tiAMttitted to the legi^tiVe 
hUfctecQiiA aoaW'^rqwrt m Superinteiident The retuniB wiacik J^ beev 
Blade to him firom the several oountiee were, hxrwerery bo few in number, aiotd • 
IB MOMilflo extremely defecthe in BubitaDce, and inartifieia] in fonB,tltfKthe 
WBOtdeem itadvasbk to ooBonmiiGate them to the legidature, preferring to' 
deleft Ihtperferimiee of the dntv requii^ed of him mthisreepect mitil nbere 
pvIM ritiira% in acoordanee wita forms and instradions to be prepared by 
ikttf9k<aM enableiim to disobarge it more beneioiallj to the puolic. 

fik^ih^ firsidaif ^ April, 1816, the Superintendent transmitted hi^fhisd 
annal rmort, firom^whlni It amieared that returns relatiye to the conditioD of 
tkeadiools had been made to mm from 888 towns in thirty-six of theforty-siz 
covmtieB theo in the State ; that the whole tiumber of distriets from which 
nmbrtB had been reoemd by te conunisatmers, in oonformitjr to law, waa 
9^1 ; that the whole numbor of children between the ages of nye and fifteen 
in-aaid districts was 178,448 ; and that 140,106 had been under instmctian ' 
dogring a portion of the year r^)orted, in the common schoolfi. The SuperiA- 
teadiBnt, howerer, obeerres : 

.'•"She returns not being complete, and many of them being defectiye in some 
one or more of their necessary requisites, it is difficult to form any certain es^ 
tanata from tfaem. Takine, howevw,- the* most correct and full returns for' a 
criterion, it would appear Ibat Iho-e are within the state about fire thousand 
^atrieiB in whidi c6mm<»i sdiools are established ; that the number of children 
tanjriit in them is at least two hundred thousand ; and that the number of 
ikiHKeii between the ages of five and fif teenyears, residing in those districts, 
i» About two hundred and fifty thousand, llie city of jUbany and the city 
and county of New York, not bdng tUvided into school districts tmder.the act 
are not included in tins estimate 0" These being tBe first statistical returns un- 
dor the aelof 1812, it ma^ not be uninterestmg to contrast them with those 
tag the year 1848, after a uqpse of thirty-nine yeairs. The wh<de mmiber of 
selioclmfltriola is now eleyen thousand four hundred ; the number of chfldren 
between the affei oi ^:ve and sixteen is about seven hdndred and fifty^thousand 
and act less than eight hundred thousand are under instmctioii during the 
i^Mle or a p<>rtion of tha year in common schools; 

' But to reaome our quotation from Mr. Hawley^ reports- ' ' 

<* The Superintendent has abohad the satisfaction to learn from other somy 
oe% that (he estaUidunent of common fld^ools by law has already produced 
tamj great and beneficial results. Thenumber of etchods has been increased; 
JBtm adbed hoosea haire been built ; more able teadiers employed, and much 
of • tnat interest which ought to be felt in behalf of common schools, has been 
Mberaily ^xdted. Vhie beneficial operation of the act has also been visible 
m the pecmiary aid which many schools have derived from it A perpetual 
aftnnty ctf twenty declare, 'sthkA i^ the average sum received by eadimstrict, 
under tha aet^ ought not to be eonsidered a trifle unworthy of any account. It 
hm been very sensibly felt, especially m those districts where, ^m the inabil- 
i^ el the inhabitants, or from any oOier cause, cbmmon schools hav6 not been 
kept open for the whole year, and when tilie revenue of the fund shall have 
attained its fnU growth, tne ^stributive share of eadi difHrict will be so much 
more considerable, that the munificence of the legislature cannot fail to be 
jfMte gratefully acknowledged. ' 

' ** But the imat benefit of the act does not lie in any pecuniary aid which it 
muf affordr Tbit peq>le of this etate are, in general, ^ble to educate their chil- 
dren without the aid of any puUic gratuity, and if they faB in this respect, it 
ia onring nMre to thor want of proper schools than of sufficient means. Hie 
p«bik gratosty is Important^ as it tends to excite an interest in the affidrs of 
eaamoa sehec^ whieo might not otherwise be felt, and is also beneficial in 
maiBy other respecter* But the ereat ben^t of the act cousin in securing the 
eetapKdiment m oooocKm schoolB, wherever they ai'e necessair ; in organizing 
tfaam OB a eukalde and permanent f oundatioA, and in guarding them agtunst the 
' m of vnqualifi^ teaehers. l^e^e were the great ends proposed k 



on the act of ISll and the Bluaiuiiiienia of 1.810, iuH JvmaiiMdaHltered ; eMt 
hM aprurticeof three yean under jt ilitMcwad uqr"TC>y piat defecla. It 
wasDotiltowever, tobeeapeded, even after tin tUDendmriivteef lSl€, thtttta 
Bvatem would be fouudcauplsteuid perfect iu aU its dethila ; imibt.coo ^ i m. ' f ,. 
it waatob« etpect«d of thi^ as of ayetj otbet omt aoduaMed ayalejB, that' 
tuna would devdopemuifiinperfeotioiiaTluctihaid'Dot bsaa fntvMB." Hn- 
S^LpermteodeiitpruceiiilM lo suggeat laTanJjwlMMian of the *; 
his judgmeut, required ameuduient, nrrt nrlili. "dtboiq^lrbML 
eatabli^ed it, a not advisable to aubj^et it to frequent ramion i . 
without urgent cause — yet as tbe «y«t«n of wnBouBcbocda might be imfBO' 
yed in th«^ and otbar req>ects not advnW tnamllt.witt bt neGMaant *k: 
laa^t, tocQasoli(kt« the diSerent Ada c«i tke suty'Mt, Uw paopnely of re^iina 
tt|a wbi^e s^tteni aad amending it in wwoe of its Bdaordinals pwta, is HapM& 
fiiUj «ubmitt«d.'' Tbe leaidue ef tba r^Kjrt ia- devoted to a cmndenlvm «f 
tlia Lancasterian ey9l«iii of edufAtim, the iDtroductioo of whidl ieto the ota.— 
moa achoolg had b«en strongly recommended bj the gOTemor, (De. Witt tS"^ 
tqn.)in hui speech at the opening of the aesxioa. Tim pecnUaK.e'«elko«iea oi 
thifsjateia i^ere deul^auddialiucUy poioledoutibf the Bupei' ' ' " 
its adioptioo, especifUy u) all tbe larger ecb^k ~ "'' — '"'' "*" 
AOd ablr etif orced. Under the ioipetuslhuBgi — 

ottabUaaed in many portions of the 3t«tB, aod « . _ , 

of whicii are still m exiatenca, h^fiog iw tibeirotgest tkeiittadK 
motion of tbesjstemaf Bell and l4iiaaat«Ti thenatiMzMilh'* 
Experience, bowevei, Mad Co reahie Hw san^iuiM «Btiaipation» tn. i w i 
frjends of educatioa wlv> saw in the getUMkl eAtftaouot tbii gj^amAit OMiii 
n^pwrneatof ,a iww aod |:>rigbter em iiA the xteMe of okmsetaTyitii^HBt' 
tioa; and after an ephemeral and aickly eiiBtance, these iiistitiitiona, from 
wbuji Buch favorable resulta were expected, bu^uidwd, and with fnr ezotp- 
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tifi^ diswppeared.. Whether the failure of this exp^imcut resulted from 
inlieceDit deieote in the momtorial Bjstem of inetructioD, from iis want oT 
aAapiBtion to the peculiar genius of our people, or from an inability on the 
part of those to wnom its administration was committed, to. carry into ef- 
i»et the plan of its founders and the Tiews of its adyocates, is still an nn- 
•ei^ed question. 

<^ the I'Jth of February, 1819, the Superintendent transmitted to the 

Ltegislature his sixth annual report. From the returns which had been 

juade to him dnring the preceding year, it appeared that the whole nnm- 

l^er of eommon schools in this State, organizea and permanently establiih- 

«eid xmder the act of the Legislature, may be estimated at nearly six thou- 

•and ; and the nimiber of children annually taught in them, in the yarionB 

Jtvanches of elementary education, at nearly two hundred and fifty thon- 

.sand. ** This great increase and prosperity of our common schools," contin- 

,aefi the Superintendent, '' is eyiaently the result of the wise and liberal 

^pc^cy adopted by the legislature for their encouragement and support. On 

comparing the returns of schools made for different years since their first 

. establishment by law, it appears that they have increased in a much great- 

, «r ratio than the increase of population, and that their condition, which 

. was before stationary, has, under the salutary operation of the law for 

their establishment, been rapidly and substantially unproved. • 

"The same data also afford evidence that common schools have ris^i in 
public estimation, and received a degree of care and attention to their 
Qoncems, corresponding with their increase and prosperity. If these re- 
. suits were the only evidence of a beneficial operation in the system of 
common schools provided by law, tliey would be sufficient to estaoli^h the 
public confidence in the policy of that system, ' and to secure it a perma- 
. uent duration. But it is well known, although it does not appear from any 
. .data in the returns, that the system has produced other results not less in 
magnitude or merit. It has secm'ed our schools against the admission of 
. unqualified teachers, by requiring them to submit to examination before a 
. puolic board of inspectors, and to obtain fi*bm them a certificate of appro- 
. CMition, before they can legally be employed, it has imparted to common 
schools a new and more respectable character, by making them a subject of 
legal notice, and investing them with powers to regulate their own con- 
cerns. It has corrected many evils in the discipline and government of 
schools, not only by excluding imqualified teachers but by subjecting the 
schools and course of studies in them to the frequent inspection of public 
oflSocrs. It has founded schools in places where, by conflicting interests or ' 
, want of concert in the inhabitants, none had been before established ; and 
. it has, by its pecuniary aid, enabled many indigent children to receive the 
benefits of education which would not otherwise have been within their 
reach. The system having already fulfilled so many of the beneficial ends 
of its institution, and it being now only six years since it was first organ- 
. iaed and carried into operation, it is warrantable to infer that all the ex- 
pectations of its founders will in due time be realized. 

The Superintendent renews his recommendation for a revision and con- 
solidation of the several enactments relating to common schools. His sug- 
gestions in this respect were adopted by the legislature, and on the 19th of 
April following, the " Act for the support of Common Schools" was re-en- 
acted, with the various amendments which had from time to time been 
made, and such as were suggested by Mr. Hawley in his reports for the two 
preceding years. The publication of the revised act was accompanied by 
an able exposition of its various provisions, from the pen of Mr. Hawley, 
and with complete forms for the several proceedings required \mder it by 
the several officers connected with its administration. 
* On the 2l8t of February, l620, Mr. Hawley transmitted to the le^slature 
his seventh annual report. He states "that the returns of (rommon schoc^ 
lor the last year are much more full and satisfactory than any before re- 
ceiTtd ;" that from these returns it appeared that in 615 towns there were 

\ 
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it^d) commoa Mihooli, or^niied MMi'diUF to 1<1r, «ad ttirt to Vtt^ 
ii^ Kihoolt, from T&uh oidf porlieuhur Wtflst ^aRlhW ttkllMWWM*- 
^ there had b*Bii tau^t during the yekr, In th* TKriOus *r(«i*w -flfW^ 
IMiitwj eduoBtioa. 271,811 uhildren. The ntltfllJer of obitdren brtw^^eflfc 
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^d been TsoeiTed, was 802,108, m^dng the number of diiKb-tn MJP* 
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the SfU'i of five and fifteen jeara is much greater than at snj fiwmer ptMM. 

In about one half of the towns in the state, the number tavi^t exceeds' tt« 

number between the ages of Sre and fifteen jreare ; and tnkiug (he wMIe 

state tugether. the number taught is more than nineteen-twentieths ofUM 

number between tbeae Hgea. 

"The average leogth of time for which schools have been kept fbr'Hw 
last yeur, has also increased in about the same ratio as the number 'W 
children taught. There ia now, therefore, reaaon to believe that the mM- 
ber of cluldren in the atate who do not attend any siihool, and who are'BM 
otherwise in the waj of receiving a common eduoation, is very stoali. lie 
public bouDty is sufficient to dcu-aj the expeoae of most achoola for atMMt 
three months in the year ; and where that is eipended in different ptHi 
of the year, so aa not to defray the whole eipenaeofthe school fop'lAj' 
particular part, it is understood that in most diatricts poor children iMve 
been permitted to attend the district school ft'ee of expense, under tbaC-^o- 
viaion in the school act which empowers diatricts to exMierate those oMM- 
reD from tbe payment of teachers wagee. The readineea with which KtUk 
p»misiii>n has been generally granted, wherever it has been dcaerred.'ia 
very creditable to the pnblic siwrit and Ubcrality of the iQhabit«it»»^rf 
sohool distriets. and it ia considered in'Oper on this oecasion, to bring -tke 
faot to the notioe of the legislature. FN>m those eircumatanccB. in con«w- 
tion with the friendly diepoaiUon every where manifested in tbe canMr«f 
edueatiun, it is oansidercd warrantable to infer, that of the rising genenttha 
in this atate, very few mdividuals will arrive to maturity without Hm (■- 
joyment and protection of a common edueation." 

To no individual in tie state, are the Wends of common school edDM- 
tion more deeply iudehled for the impetus given to the cause of eletneAtJny 
instruction in its infancy, than to Gideon Hawlev. At a period t^tm 
every tiling depended upon organization ; upon supervision ; upon prioti- 
oal aoquaiatuncc with the moat minute detuls ; and upon a patient, p«r- 
aeveriug, laborious process of exposition, Mr. Hawley united in himaeltsU 
the requiaites for the cfBoient discharge of the high functions devolved npM 
him by the h^j^islature. From a statu of auarthy and coufui-ioD, and e«m- 
plete dixjrguuiuitiou, withiu a period uf less tliau eight years, aroae a bM>- 
tihil and atutely &bric, baaed upon the most impr^nable foundatiolis,''HU- 
tained by an enlightenod pulilie aentjment, fortified by the beat and moBt>B«- 
during ^cctiona of the pci>ple, and cherished as the safeguard of tbe- sMe 
— the true palladium of its greatnesa and prosperity. Within thislAlef 
period the number of school districts bad more than dmiUed, and the-Jpn- 

jmrtiou of children annually participating in Che blessing of elementary isi- 
struetjoo, increased from four-ffitha to twenty-four twenty -fifths of the wwle 

,number residing in tbe state of a suitable age to attend the public sch<Nl«, 
when we take into view the disadvadtages onder whieh every new antMn- 
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tried sjsUm must, of neeessitf, labor, before it can be eommended to gen- 
^end adc^itioii, and oobsider the immenae yariet/ ofinteresto urbiflffi )mnn, 
f^ti^nAmr or lese «deiit, affdotedby the aCringeitt nro^inons «f Jtiie aotiif 
^IM^, aad its B«bse<pMnt kneiiw1ti\f?ytt, we'oaaiiot'CW of being aarpdaiiijt 
^batgagnihide of tlMf^scAtswUeh developed themaelveB uader the adkatt- 
IHm^ of Mr. ^Hawleyl /Shf^ foandatu^^s of a jiermaiieiit wa^ nolfle tyMBi 
•f^]tMf>tiIar eduoation were sferbngly and eeoar^ly laid bv faim, aAd. "wit lie 
noV witaieaadng . the magi^ceiit spipentraettdre, 'wlii<fii, in tlie fnc«r^ 
ftf« quarter iftki^mtf^] lue bben ' g^niduAUrf j^pbuUt on theaei foi»dln^. 
iMmi,0€M EssMMOKj of tiie city of Auian^, was nadled as lis suocesaoi^ |a'^- 
.fieOf bnt ^ leg|sla|;ure saw fit to abolish the offiee as a separate depidr 
^•ftt of the gOTisrnment, and to devolve its duties upon the seoretatr^ . •f 
state. 

AdmiwUiration o/> Joss Yam ^^NvaB YjiftES, Secrrtary cf Simie amd Super- 
imHndeni ex o^ieio, i^mnmah' Schools, 1821 to 1826. ' ^ 

By the Constitution of 1821, the proceeds of aU lands thereafter to be aold, 
belonging to the state, with the exception of such as might be reserved ^r 
poblio use or ceded to the United Btates, together with the existing idwal 
Jimd, were declared to constitute ^'ap^pettmlfund, the interest «f wlkifh 
aball be invioablj appropriated ana appHcid to the support of oomoiitai 
aebools throughout this state.*' 

In his speech at the opening of the legislature, at its session of 1822, the 
l^vemor (t>e Witt Clinton) refers to the condition of Uie system of poblic 
atruotion, in the following terms : 

^ The excellent "Erection which has been given to the public bounty, in 
>Mq)ropriations for common schools, academies and colleges, is very percefiii- 
hie in the multiplication of our eeminaries of education, in the increase of 
'• the number of students, and in the acquisition of able and skilful teachers. 
The Lancasterian or monitorial system is making its way in the community, 
by the force of its transcendant merits. Our common schools have flouri^- 
ed beyond all former example." *****#* 
'**I am happy to have it in ray power to say that this state has always evin- 
ced a liberal spirit in the promotion of education ; and I am persnaoed that 
no considerations short ot total inability will ever prevent similar demon- 
iatrations. The first duty of a state is to render its citiaens virtuous, by 
iBtellectual instruction and moral discipline, by enlightening their mimls, 
purifying their hearts, and teaching them their rights and their obligations. 
< Those solid and enduring honors which arise from the cultivation of seiende, 
and the acquisition nud diffusion of knowledge, will outlive the renown of tke 
atatesman and the glory of the warrior, and if any stimulus were wanting in a 
case so worthy of all our attention and patronage, we may find it in the ex- 
amfde before our eyes of the author of the Declaration of Independence, 
:wfao has devoted the evening of his illustrious life to the establisnment of 
SA university in his native state.'* 

In connection with this subject the governor also transmitted the pro- 
eeodings of t^e legislatures of the several states, relative to the appopria- 
I lion of a portion of the national domain to the purposesrof education; by 
which it appeared that in eleven of the new states and territories, tibe 
ffeneral government had appropriated one thirty -sixth part of the public land 
lor common schools, and one fifth pai-t of that thirty-sixth part for colleges 
and academies; and while it was admitted that this disposition was in all res- 
pects proper and laudable, it was contended that the other members of the 
ooafeaeracy were entitled to a correspondent benefit out of t^e same oom- 
mon fund. ** This claim, " observes his Excellency, " appears to be sustain- 
ed by the most conclusive reasoning ; and it ia believed to be impossible 
ior congress to resist an apjdication so just and beneficial If, however,- tfaia 
measure were calculated to embarrass the fiiiancial arrangements oif the 
nati<mal government, to make a smous inroad on the national domain, or 
to disparage the interests of the states which have already been benefitted, 
' I f homd }^ entirely unwilling to press it. Whatever ratio of distribullDn 
'•lay be adopted,' ine Quantum ofpopulation, or ihe extent of t^r^oBry^of 
each state, tne deduction from the landed estate of the empire, would be so 
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ibmJI as Maxcsij to be felt. In either case it would not eaceeed ten sol- 
SdDA out of fiye hundred millions of acres owned by the United States. 
'It ia bur duty to co-operate in obtaining justice for our sister states as 'VsU 
aa for oursdyes. If we were wilHnff to waiye the benefit which might bft 
deiiyed from the success of this application, it would furnish no just groiaad 
.^ hostility to the claim in general ; and indeed in such case it would entbe- 
^ oorrespond wit& the dictates of magnanimity, to advocate it with all our 
nug^t and influence. This state, on the basis of apjMropriation oriffinafly 
adopted, would be entitled to 800,000 acres for our common schools, and 
160,000 for our colleges and academies ; which, with proper manajg^emeirt, 
. and in connection with existing funds, would answer all tne requisitions of 
education.*' 

By the annual report of the acting Superintendent of Common Schools 
(John Van 19'ess Yates, Esq^' Secretary of State) it appears that the total 
number of school districts in the state was 6,865, from 5,882 of which reports 
in accordance with law had been received ; that the total number of child- 
ren between the ages of five and sixteen years residing in the several dis- 
tricts, was 880,000 ; and the total number of children of all ages taught in 
the common schools during the year reported, was 842,4'79 ; and that tiie 
average number of months during which the schools were kept open in the 
several districts was eight. Several amendments in the details of the sys- 
tem were suggested, most of which were adopted by the legislature ; m- 
eluding, for the first time, the provision investm^ the Superintendent with 
appellate jurisdiction over all controversies arismg under the school laws, 
and declaring his decision thereon final. In pursuance of a provision con- 
tained in this act, the act of 1819, with all the subsequent amendm^itB, 
was republished by the Srperintendent, accompanied by an exposition of 
its various provisions, and an abstract of- the decisions which had been pro- 
nounced, during the pmod which had elapsed since the adoption of the ap- 
pellate system. 

On the 3d of February, 1828, Mr. Tates transmitted to the legislature 
his second annual report as Superintendent of Common Schools ; from 
which it appeared that returns had been received during the preceding 
year from ail the counties in the State, fifty-two in number, comprising 649 
towns and wards ; that the whole number of school districts in the state 
exceeded 8,000 ; from 6,255 of which, only, reports in accordance with law 
had been received, in which the number of children between the ages of 
five and fifteen was about 357,000 ; that for the term of eight months dur- 
ing the year reported, 351,113 children were receiving a common school 
education in the several districts from which reports had been received- 
being 18,194 more than were educated the preceding year. The Superintend- 
ent adds : ** Even in Connecticut, which possesses a larger school fund than 
we do, and where the school sy.stem was established uid in successfid <^ 
eration long before it was here introduced, the number of children educated 
in common schools is far leas in proportion to its population than it is in 
this state." He complains of the "want of uniformity in the course of 
studies pursued, and the books and treatises now used in common schoc^ 
A gr^ht diverBity of opinion has long existed and still continues to exist as 
to the proper books to be introduced into these schools ; and teachers 
and parents are not unfrequently at a loss to select among the great variety 
of treatises on education recommended by their authors, the most suitaUe 
and best adapted for the use of the student. Whether this evil could be 
remedied by directing some judicious and appropriate work to be prepared 
in the nature of a * Common School Instructor,' and to be recommended to 
the public under the in^nediate sanction and approbation of the legislatni«, 
is respectfully submitted." , 

The annual appropriation from the funds of the state, at this period, for 
the benefit of common schools, was fixed by the act of 1819, at f80,000. — 
These funds eonsisted of the loan of 1792, then amounting to $500,000 ; 44 
that of 1808, amounting to $449,000 ; of stock in the licrchant'i Bank af 
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Uae titj of New York, the par yalue of which amotinted to 1 180,000, and 
on which annual diridends of nine per cent, were regglarly made ; of one 
hjdf the quit-rents, eetimated at f 100,000 ; and the fees of the stipreiAja 
oowrt, then' producing an annual income of about $7,000. The reyennda 
arising from tnese several sources were estimated at |80,000 pco* annum aft 
least. But in consequence of a reduction of the fees of the supreme coart» 
and a diversion of those fees from the school fund — ^tos^ether with a oommn* 
tation for quit-rents, and a temporary suspension of diyidends by the Mer* 
chant's Bank, growing out of frauds .to. a large aanount which had beoo. 
practised on that institution — an annual d^oiency, yaryin^ from $13,000 
to $7,000, had occurred during the precedix^g^ four years, which the legisla* 
ture, considering the faith of the State pledged to kee{> up the appropna- 
tioQ directed by the act of 1819, had supplied by special grants from the 
g^eral funds. A continuance of thi^ denciency bemg probable, the goy« 
emer (Joseph O. Yates) had reopmmeinded^ in his annual message at the 
oommencement of the session of 1823, ^*'t he sale of the whole or a part of 
the public lands appropriated to the school fund, for the purpose of raising 
a productive captal, yielding an interest sufficient to make good the annuu 
d^ciency in the school revenue." 

On the 7th of January, 1824, the acting Superintendent^ Mr. Yates^ 
transndtted his third annual report to the legislature, from which the ^' 
lowing results were shown : 

1. That all the counties, fifty-four in number, and all the towns and 
wards, being 684 in number, had, with the exception of twenty-seven towns 
presented their reports for tiie preceding year. 

2. That there were in the state 7,882 school districts, from 6,705 <^ 
which reports had been received in accordance with law : 

8. ThJl^ 381 new school districts had been organi?sed during the year. 

4. That upwards of 377,000 children had been instructed in the (ustriots 
from which reports had been received, for an average period of eight months 
during the preceding year ; and 23,500 more were estimated to have beea 
under instruction durmg the saAie period in the non-reporting districts, ma- 
king a grand total of upwards of 400,500 children thus under instruotioa 
in fdl the common schools of the state, exceeding by nearly 26,000 the nvaaf- 
ber under instruction dming the preceding year : 

(. That the whole number of children between the ages of five and M- 
te€»i yetirs, residing in the several districts from which reports were reedyy 
ed, was about 873,000 : 

* 6. That the sum of $182,802.25 of public money had be^i expended 
during the year reported^ in the payment of the wages of duly qmdified 
teachers ; and it was estimated by the Superintendent that in addition to 
this amount more than $850,000, from the private frmds of individualHi 
were appropriated in like manner during Uie same period ; making a grand 
total of upwards qf one million of dollars. " These fiEu)ts," observes the 
Superintendent, ^1*eqiare no comment. They demonstrate ^ the signal suee 
cess which has attended the ex^tions made from time to time by the legt> 
ishUiure to disseminate useful knowledge among every class of the commor 
nity ; and it must also be gratifying to perceive that our sister states, ani* 
mated with a like zeal for ameii<n'ating the condition of society, are intro- 
ducing and supporting among them institutions similar to our own.** 
Among other recommendations and suggestions, the Superintendent reoom* 
mends the establishment of schools in cities and villages exclusively for 
the benefit of colored children. He also suggests the consolidation and re- 
vision of the several acts relating to common schools, and concludes as 
follows : 

** The funds provided and secured by the Constitution for the support of 
common schooU have become only in part productive, as will be seen from 
the operations of the treasury department for the past year. By far the liu> 
gest portion of those funds is still inactive, and must continue so, until ad- 
Tantageous sales cim be made of nearly a million of acres of land, iq>propria- 
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tfA other mtamAl improvements, she Bhowg the bowidleAB eiteBt of her re- 
■obmiB «nd the euei^ea of her character, bj', aapptMtiUf *t the same tiw^ 
Qpon a bests equally broad and enduring, a plsa of edixMion une^usUej 



in its operatSona and effect, by ttiat of any other oonntry in the dviliied 
WWld.? 

On the 12th of January, 1826, Mr. Yates trtasttiitted to the legislatuM 
his'f'Aifth annual report, &om wluch it ^^>ear^ that the number of cbild- 
ren taught, for an average period of nine jnontJiB, In the ednutioD. Bcboola dv- 
rin|rtfae {ffeoeaing year, ira» 40t!,»0 ; being aeUlT 26,000 mowtban the 
■Mober taught, in l-asa. The mfiuber of eobool diatri«te va* %6i,2 ftom 
^M of 'Which P^KirtB had been received. The )Lg^i*egAte amount of public 
nMriej received niid expended in the payment of teacher's wa^es In the r^ 
poiting distiietB, during the year, was $lS2,741.dl. 

In-AUfiiBt of the preoeding yeae, the BilpcrintaideDl had iained a ci^ij^- 
)m rMranmendin^ t^t«o! crleSraium in. the aeVeral to«n8i of the state, bqai 
which the foUowiug are extracts : "lleotii^ in view ia extremely im- 
portant, for it is addressed sa well to the affeCtiooa of the parent as the 
hblinga snd interests of the citizen. The happineia of society and the tea- 
dom of our country mainly depend upon the general diffuKtUD of fanowledge, 
and it i> onr duty to deviae the best means for attaMing and seenfing &t 
irdry deeiritble end. In a few years, the children diat eow sit apoa o^r 
knaei^ or [day srouDd the room, trill £11 oUr jdaces and be«(eaie the fdtwe 
legtaUtMs, magktrates and judges of oar country, -while we are Bileutly 
J J- — ..J thatomb How cousolijig then the reflection will be, tbrt 



these (^ects of our afiection are about to realise our f^Ddeet hopes and d|) 
' ° Even DOW, when we hear recounted , the sage de- 
m, or the gnllaat aehievemeate of the warnor, ot 
e useful attainments of the scholar, or tbe s>or«d 
:e of the diriue, or the profound arguments of the 
^ . entionB and experiments of the phJ10»o[Aei, fariner 

find mediBaic, do Dot our bosoms bunt -nit^ admiiatkin, and do not tli« 
(^ea mA hearts of each of qb eicltdm, ' Would that he were my sun ) ' 
." If then, these ore the deligfaliul emotions excited in ilsbomthe mere r«- 
Utidu of the grand rffeota which knowledge and rirtue produce, **n we is- 
ftlse yidding our beet exertions to realize them in the persons of our child- 
ren ! The means, under Protidence, aie fully nithin our power, and paja- 
hl-wiU^be oUr refleotionB, if *e niegkct them. 

" ^nie pbui suggested for the improvement of our common (chools, by in- 
sldtatilig celebrations, promieea, I am cuovinced. SeJ more beneficial and lot- 
)lor<Iant consequeuGes tlum any other hithertn devised. The experiment is 
naitha doubtful nor difficult ; and its benefits are certain, and ueit extent 
beyond oaleulaLion. Indeed when, we eee the flourishing condition of 
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es u^d ^ac|id6];meB^ and kxiow that much is attributable to their 
, a^oiTersanes, and commeneem^te, why should we hesitate to be- 
tt^it the same means when used in support of our common sefaKxds, 
produce the same end ? AAd why, p^imt me to ask, should not <wr 
^^y^n^op schools be placed on a footing as respectable as any other s^Boonit- 
iMf^*^ leaaiung f Are they not as useful | and is not their influ^ice more 
ff/^^d^ly felt and acknowledged ? When we consider idso the high chaniie- 
{ja^.i^<Mi oiir common schools hare so deservedly maintained — ^whenwefiad 
ptfer states a^d countries iipitating theit example and quoting thdr success, 
fl)|0^' we not feel, the strongest desire to render them still mwe worthy of 
tiii^, distinction, and still more useful to ourselyes and to posterity ? " 
Administration of A. C. Fuigg — 1826 to 1^98. 

hi his message to the legislature, at the opening of the session of 1826, the 
Cbqqr^gmor (De Witt Clinton) tnus adverts to th^ subject of education : ^ 

** Tne first duty of government, and the surest evidence of good goven^- 
mta^tf is the encouragement of education. A general dimision of knowledge 
ia t]^ precursor and protector of republican institutions ; and in it we mi^ 
^i)9jy^ as thewonservative power tJiat will watch over our liberties, aod 
guard them against fraud, intrigue, corruption and violence. In early infon- 
eg, edu,<^ation may be usefully administered. In some parts of Great Br^aHi, 
i^i^^t SQhools have been successfully established comprising chil(ken from 
t^te BIX years of age, whose tempers, hearts and mmd^are ameliorated, 
41^ wnose indigent parents ore enabled by these means to devote themselves 
t9 lal^r, witho]ut interruption or uneasiness. Institutioijis of this kind are 
<^Qjy ad^ted to a dense population, and musf be left to the guardian/slnuof 
niy^te beAevolence. Our common schocds embrace cluldren from fevS'to 
2|t^^ years old and continue to increase and prosper. The appropriation 
if>f the school fund for the last year, amounted to 160,670, and an equivalent 
ram is also raised by taxation m the several counties and towns, and is ap- 
imed ^ ^^^ '^^^ ^^J- ^^ capital f^nd is 11,888,000, which will be in a 
StM'e of rapid augmentation from sales of the public lands and ot^er sour- 
ces ; ^d it is well ascertained that more than 420,000 children have been 
t^i^t in our common schools. during the last year. The sum distributed^ 
th<e state is now too small, and the general fund can well warrant an aug- 
m^ta^on to $120,000 annually. 

'*0ur system of instruction, with all its numerous benefits, is still, how- 
ever, susceptible of improvement. Ten years of the hfe of a child may 
ftQ^.b^ spent in a common school. In two years the elements of instruc- 
tion m.a^ be acquired, and the remaining ei^t years must either be spent 
Ia repetition or in idleness, unless the teachers of common schools are co^ 
petent to instruct in the higher branches of knowledge. The outlines of 
geography, algebra, mineralo^, agricultural chemistry, mechanical philoso- 
nl^, (purveying, geometry, astronomy, political economy and ethics, might 
De commi^icated in that period of time by able preceptor^, without es- 
a^^^ interference with the calls of domestic industry. The vocation of a 
t^^er, in its influence on the character and destinies of the rising and all 
nituire generations, has either not been fully understood or dulyestimated. 
Xt^ ifl» or ought to be, ranked among the learned professions. With a.^11 
a^^Bsion of the merits of several who now officiate in that capacity, still 
it inust be conceded that the information of many of the instructors of our 
common schools does not extend beyond rudimental education ; that our 
exp^ding population requires constant accessions to their numbers ; and 
tha^ to r^lize these views, it is necessary that some new plan for obtaining 
M^ teachers should be devised. I therefore recommend a seminary for 
t%p education of teachers, in the monitorial system of instruction, and in tliose 
oeeml branches of knowledge which are proper to engraft on elementary 
ai^nments. A compliance with this recommendation will have the most 
b^lp^^ influence on individual happiness and social prosperity. To breiJc 
dgf^n the barriers which poverty nas erected against the acquisition and 
^^ensation of knowledge, is to restore the juet equilibium oi society, and 
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to perform a dutr of indispensable and paramount obligations ; and uiid€# 
tbis impression I also recommend that provision be made for the gratnitoQs 

* education, in our superior seminaries, of indigent, talented, and meritoriotw 
jouth. 

" I consider the system of our common schools as the^ palla(jUum of onr 
freedom ; for no reasonable apprehension can be entertained of its snbrer- 
uon, as long as the great body of the people are enlightened by eduoatioiL 
To increase the funds, to extend the benefits, and to remedy the defects 
of this excellent system, is worthy of your most deliberate attention. The 
officer who now so ably presides over that department is prevented by hw 
other official duties from visiting our schools in person, nor is he indeed 
clothed with this power. A visitorial authority for the purpose of detect- 
ing abuses in the application of the funds, of examining into the modes waA 

* plans of instruction, and of suggesting improvements, would unquestiooJibly 
oe attended with the most promtious e£Fects." 

It will be perceived that tne governor here shadows forth two of tbe 
greatest features of public instruction subsequently engrafted upon our 
. system ; the establishment of institutions for the education of teachers ; 
and the appointment of visitors. 

WOa the 4th of February subsequently, Mr. John 0. Spencer, from the 
, literature conm^ttee of the senate, to which this portion of the message of 
the governor had been referred, made an able report, in the course of which 
he distinctly suggests the expediency and practicability of a j^an of coun- 
ty supervision, without however, going into any specific details. Thus it - 

* will be perceived, that as early as 1826, several of the prominent features of 
* the admirable system which has since prevailed, were orouffht to the notice 

and attention of the l^slature, by two of our most distinguished and eminent 
fitatesmen ; one of whom, {mi, Spencer) fifteen years s^erwards, aided in 
carrying into practical and successful operation, the very plan in substance, 
which he had suggested at this early period. In the mean time, however, 
a similar sug^esuon had been earnestly and urgently pressed upon the pub- 
lic consideration by another distinguished friend of the common school sys- 
tem — the Hon. Jabez D. Hammond ; who in 1837 published a series of 
numbers in the Cherry- Valley Gazette, from whence they were transferred 
to other periodicals, showing as well the practicability as the expediency of 
the adoption of the system of county supervision and inspection, and urg- 
ing the abolition, of tne office of town inspector. Judge Hammond's plan 
was the appointment by the governor and senate, or by the State Superin- 

.'tendent, of a Coimty Inspector of Common Schools, in each county, with 
power to license teachers and visit schools, and , who should be required to 
report periodically to the Superintendent. This was, in substance, the plan 
afterwards recommended to the legislature by Mr. Spencer. ^ » 

The following extracts from the report of Mr. Spencer in 182B, to whieh. 
allusion has above been made, will be found interesting : ' 

" The committee concur entirely in the sentiments expressed by the gov- 
ernor in relation to the importance of the vocation of a teacher, and to the 
pl^priety of occupying the time of the young in the higher branches of 
knowledge. The progress of improvement in the gi'cat business of educa- 
tion, must necessarily be slow and gradual. Our common school system is 
itself but of recent origin ; and duiing the few years in which it has been 
in operation, incalculable good has been effected, particulai'ly in causing the 
establishment of schools where none existed before, and where none woufd 
have existed but for its provisions. We cannot expect to make it at 
once perfect, but must content ourselves with remedies for the most obvious 
and • miportaut defects as they are discovered. From the observation of 
the committee, and from the best ipti formation they can obtain, they are 

' persuaded that the greatest evils now existing in the system are the want 
of competent teachers, and the indisposition of the trustees of districts to 
incur tne expense of employing those who are competent, when they can 
be obtained. It is a lamentable fact that from a mistaken economy, the 
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ek«M»efit tea<$k«rB, whether mails or female, and generally the latter, are 
^ttfrnyed in maaj distriets for three-four^ of the year, aad a oompeteat 
iiMtnictor ie prondedibr only one-quarter, and sometimes not at au, dor 
ring the yea*. The state is tnus made to oontribute almost wholly to the 
w i ypor t of temihem. This is a perversion of the public bounty ; ^^ ^^ 
eroet on the children, who onght to be proyided with the means of instruo- 
tioii during the whole year, is most disastrous : for those above fiye or six 
j^ars old are thus excluded from school three-fourths of their time, which 
oaiuit be spent in mental idleness, and thus the most precious time for edu* 
oation is utterly thrown away. The presejit arrangement of the authority 
to license and em^doy teachers, contributes to this result Teachers are 
licensed by town mspectors, themselyes generally and necessarily^ incom- 
petent to determine upon the qualifications of candidates, and willing to 
sanction such as the trustees feel able or disposed to employ. This is es- 
sentially wrong ; and the state, which contrilKites so large a j>ortion of the 
compensation of the teacher, has a right to direct its application in such a 
way as to effect the object of procuring useM instruction. The remedy 
initst be found in the organization of some local board, vested with the au- 
thority of licensing teachers and of revoking the license, and charged with 
a general superintendence of the schools within the prescribed limits. The 
division of ihe state into counties affords a convenient distribution ^ of ter- 
ritory for these purposes. And if it be made a condition of receiving the 
gibhc donation, that teachers thus authorized shall have been employed 
r a portion of the year, it is believed that the sure and inevitable conse- 
quence would be the employment of instructors much more competent than 
tne average of the present teachers. In those counties where tne popula- 
tion is snudl and scattered, the standard of competency will necessfuiiy be 
low ; but it wHl advance with the means of the districts and with the pros- 
perity and intelligence of the counties. In other counties, where, candi- 
dates were more numerous, the qualifications, would be higher. The teach- 
ers would become emphatically a profession ; men would devote themselves 
to it as the means of livelUiood, and would pre^e thems^ves accordingly. 
Their character would advance, and with it their usefulness and the respect 
of their fellow-citizens. Such is an outline of the first efforts, which, in thf) 
opinion of the committee, should be made to obtain able teachers. 

" The next object is to provide the means of qualifying the necessary 
number of teachers. By the report of the Superintendent of Common 
■ohools made in Janua^, 1825, it. a}H>ear8 there were then in this state 
•7,642 school districts. That, then, is the number of teachers now required ; 
the best evidence that can be adduced to show that there must always be a 
sufficient demand for those who are qualified. It is obvious that the sug- 
j;e8tion of the governor, in his message respecting the establishm^t of an 
mstitution especially for the purpose of educating teachers, will not answer 
tiie exigencies of the ease. It is entitled to much weight, however, as. a 
means, m conjunction with others, to effect the object. But in the view 
whieh the committee have taken, our great reliance for nurseries of teach- ^ 
ers must be placed on our colleges and academies. If they do not answer 
this purpose they can be of very little use. That they have not liitherto 
been more extensively useful in that I'espect, is owing to inherent defects 
in the system of stuales pursued there. When the heads of our colleges 
are apprised of the groat want of teachers which it is so completely in their 
power to relieve^f not supply it, is but reasonable to expect that they wiU 
adopt a system by which young men whose pursuits do not require a know- 
ledge of classic, may avail themselves of the talent and instruction in those 
iastitutlons suited to their wants, without being compelled also to receive 
that which they do not want, and for which they have neither time nor 
money. 

" Our academies also have failed to supply the want of teachers, to the 
' extent which was within their power ; although* it is acknowledged that in 





SB r^sp^t they have been 0miA€Dtly osefiiL Bot inrtead el bwnf initttjit 
Bu<dr efforts, Siey are rather restrained by t3ie reffnlWiona«dr~^"^ v-^v. 
jtfigents of the Uniyers&ty for the distribution of ttt^ IHerary 
Dct their ^sposaL The income of that fond is dividfid amon^ the 
in p)roportion to the number of classioid stsidents in each, iRithout refer sftii 
^ those who are pursuing the highest and mosi uaeful hraaebes of an Id^fr 
Jt^h course. With sueh encouragement, how could it be expected of tMl^ 
tees of academies that they shomd prefer a pupil disposed to itudy the JOr 
€ments of Euclid, suryeyin^, or BeUes4«ttr«Hi, to a boy who would oomoiil 
the Latin grammar, while t£e li^t^ would entitle them to » bounty wkiih 
was refused to the former ? The committee, are not diflpoe«i to eenwire the 
Beeents; they haTc merely followed the fic^Mon of the times; and it is 
bdieyed that they are themselyes aliye to the importaofi* of extending tjie 
usefulness of the institutions under their care, by adapting them m(Oar« Uf 
the wants of the country and the spirit of the age. But if they should noi^ 
be willing to extend the benefits of the fund under their contr<d beyond 
dassical students, still it will be in the power of the legislature, and wit)^ 
}SbB means of the state, to appropriate a eapital sum that will yield a miMr 
dent income to compensate for this inequality, and to pi — e the SngUih 
student on the same footing with the others and thus mahe it the intei^ 
of the acad^nies to instruct them. And if tins bounty be diQtribut^ j^ 
irefere^ce to the numbw of persons instructed at an aead^ny i^o tUsM 
haye been Hc^sed as teailiers of c(mimon sduxds hy the pr^ptf 
board, it is beHeyed the object of obtaining able instructors wiU so^^n }m 
accomplished. 

** The committee haye not been able to discoyer why, iq)on every priiMM- 
^e of justice and of puMio policy, geminaries for the eduoatticm of fema^ 
in the mgher branches of knowlec^ should not participate equally with 
^hose for the instruction of males, m the public bounty. 

*^ connection witii these, the committee admit that the establishment of 
a separate institutic^ for the sole purpose of preparing teachers, would be^ 
most yaluable auxiHaa^, e^eoiaHy if they were to be pr^Mired to tea^ on 
the monitorial }dan. They hesitate to reeommend its adoption now, chiel^ 
because tiie other measures which they intend to submit and which tl^y 
oonceiye to be more immediately necessary, will iorrolye as much expeiis^ 
as ought now to be inciirred. ^at they fondly anticipate the time when 
the means of the stato will be commensurate with tl^ public spirit of iU 
legishiture, and when su<^ an institution will be founded on a scale eqfu^ 
to our wants and our resources." 

The committee, after adyerting to the embarrassments caused by the .pre- 
▼a^nt diyersity of text books in the seyeral sehodb of tike state, reeomsif^ 
an appi^riation for '%he printing of large editions of such ^mentlMry 
Vorks- as the spelling book, an Bngush dictionary, a grammar, a system of 
arithmjetic, American hist<»y and \Aogtojpky, to be uMd in scIkm^s, and to 
be distributed gratuitously, or sold 'at cost." ^ There can be no douli^" 
says the committee, 'HJiat a selection of such works as hanre been enuniinik 
tjea could be made by a competent board, excluding all sectarian yiewa as^ 
tenets, as would be ^itirely satislactory to the citiaens of this state." 

On the 44th of February, 1826, Azariah C. Flagg, of the county of 
Clinton, was appointed secretary of state ; and the administration of tJbs 
common schpol system conseauently dey<dyed upon him. The interests of 
public instruction had been aoly and faithfully guarded by Mr. Yatks, who 
seems to haye united to eminoit talents as an executiye and administratM^ 
officer, a liyely zeal for the promotion <^ education and the diffusion of 
knowledge among the great body of the people. His yarious reports 
exMbit an accurate practical knowledge^ of the working of the c<»n- 
moa school system, in all its de})artments ; his decisions on the numerous 
appeals which were from time to time brought b^re him, were character- 
ize by a sound disctiminatlon ; and his efforts for the improvement ikod. 
adyancement of the schools were earnest and indefatigable. 
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l¥e first aimiud xej^rt of Mr. Flagg fu Superitfte&dent of CottOnMi 

l» was traoamitied to the Icc^lature on the 13th of Mardh, l^t^y from 

lit appeared that 425,350 cmldren had. been taught in the common 

. ^ >1b dunng the year ; being 22j410 more than were taught the preeediflg 

3|ekr, and exeeiediiig by 29,T64 the number between the ages of ^ve and fiF 

Wi^(Kesiding in the ata^te. The whole number of organized school distrids 

IB jthe fitate was 1/l^S. The Superintendent alludes to the necessity of 

'^■woef, provision which should have a tendency to increase the numbet of 

^uiifined instructors,^' and adds : 

/^It.'imght be beneficial to offer facilities for the special education of com- 
iji^ik^ school teachers ; and as the districts progress m wealth, and the dbna- 
ttioiB^ qf the state is increased, inducements will be furnished for a grcatiar 
jQ^waDer of persons of competent talents, to en^j^e in the business ofteach- 
ing,^ a profession,'* 

4* J^ie opening of the session of 182t, Gov.,. Clinton thus eloquently al- 
lii^raLto the s\ibiect of popular educaltion : 

**TKe great bulwark of r^ublican government is the cultivation of edu- 
cart&H'; for the right of suffl'age cannot be exercised in a salutary mannier 
i^^lUMit intelligence. It is gratifying to ^d that education continues to 
>iuish. We may safely estimate me number of our common schocds fl(t 
1 the numl>er of children taught during the last year, on an average 
pt months, at 430,000 ; and the simi expended in education at 200,000 
fl. It is, however, too palpable that our system is surrounded by im- 
j^Teciions which demand the wise consideration and improving interposi- 
'^'.^ of the legislature. In the first place, there is no provision mfld^ fbr 
'^ " education of competent instructors. Of the eight uiousand now em- 
f<6d in this state, too many are destitute of thie requisite qualifictttions, 
perhaps no ccmsiderable number are able to teach beyond rudimental 
instruction. Ten years of a child's life, from five to fifteen, may be spent 
im % common school; and ought this immense portion of time to oe ab^ith 
ed in li^aming what can be acquired in a short period ? Perhaps one-fourdi 
qI our, population is annually mstructed in our common schools ; and ott^ht 
she nundfl and th^morals of the rising, and perhaps the destinies of all f^- 
generations, to be entrusted to the guardianship of incompetence ? 
scale of instruction must be elevated ; the stsaidai'd of education outfit 
J raised^ an4 a central scho<d on the monitorifld plan ou^t to be estafo- 
«^ in each county for the education of teachers, and as exemplai^ fbr 
- momentous' purposes' connected with the improvement of the hmnttn 
# # # # Small and suitable collections of books and maps, at* 
d to our ciMnmon schools^ and periodical examinations to test the pro* 
__encyof the scholars and the merits of the teachers, a^e "'Worthy t)f atten- 
000. when it is understood that objects of this description enter into Ae 
very formation of our. charaoters, control our destinies through l»j>» 
prtt^t the freedom and advance the g^Iory of our countty, and when it is 
OpQs^^ed ^jaai seminaries for general educfLtidn are either not provided in 
the old world, or but imperfectly supplied by charity and Stmday schxyc^ 
ani<)i;)^t this is the appropnate soil of liberty and education, let it be our 
pnro^ as it is our duty, to spare no exertion and to shrink from no expettEte 
m Uie promotion of a cause consecrated by religion and enjoined by patriot- 
ism ; nor let us be regardless of ample encouragement of the higher kirti- 
tntiqns devoted to literature and science. Independently of their intrinsfQ 
mc^is and their diffusive and enduring benefits, in reference to tlieir «ppw>- 
nnaie objects, they have in a special manner, a most "ttUspicious influence oti 
aU auboroinate institutions. 

"They give to society men of improved and enlarged minds, ifrho, feeYistkg 
the, impoHance of information in their own experience, will natutaHy dher- 
ifi^igi ardent desire to extend its blessings. Science delights in expansion, 
a^ ir^ as in concentration ; Abd after having flouri^ed within the preciif tits 
c^ feiffemies and universities, will spread itself over the land, enligfateoBng 
cloei^' and ameliorating the condition of man. The more elevated the tree 
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«^>q(ipx^d, ^«t, ** the eB(^l4Jia|imeqiiof iplv><>lfl in, the seyeral ooii]ities.Ar IM 
' education of teachers ; ^ and second, ** the ^adual fiitroductloii of W 
^m-.of piutual instnicti,on.^ The ififiproTen^nt of ^he ystem of fiemlEp 
eatipii is, also adverted to, as well ak the propriety of furnishing thesj? 
with a judicious selection of text Ibooks. ''The course of instructionljC 
^nunon schools ought to be adapted to the business of life, and to ihe r 
j^ duties which may devolve upon the person instructed. In a govenr 
iwhwe every citizen has a voice in decicung the most important questio^ 
ii not only necessary that every person should be able to read and w^ 
l>ut that he should be well instructed in the rights, privileges anddul^^pij 
a citizen. Instruction should be co-extensive with universal suf&age.** ^ 

Tlie sum of $100,000 was this jrear apportioned by the SuperintendMit 
am(^g the several school districts, in pursuance of the provisions of ^J^ 
passed the preceding year, authorizing the annual distribution of this am^^t 
D'om the common school fund. The several laws relating to common scl^u^Sa 
were also revised by the legislature and republished, with the neces^t^^eic- 
positions and in^tructions from the department. 

Gov. Clinton, in his message at the opening of the session of 1828, MO^ 
adverts to t^e subject of common school education, in the following tmia: 

*' That part of the revised laws relative to common schools is opetwy^ 
on this day, and presents the system in an intelligible shape, but wi^nowt 
those improvements which are requisite to raise the standard of instruo^^ 
to enlarge its objects, and to elevate the talents and qualifications 6f^ 
teachers. It is understood that Massachusetts has provided for these T 
portant cases ; but whether the experiment has, as yet, been attended w 
promising results, is not distinctly known. It may, however, be taken 
granted, that the education of the body of the people can never attain ' 
requisite perfection without competent instructors, well acquainted 'i 
the outlines of literature and the elements of science. And after the soi 
of eduoation is elevated in common schools, more exalted improvem^ta 
ought to be engrafted into academical studies, and proceed in a corregpoii- 
ent and progi'essive ascent to our colleges. 

" In the meantime I consider it my duty to recommend a law authori^jlii^ 
the supervisors of each county to raise a sum, not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, provided the same sum is subscribed by individuals, for the erec- 
tion of a suitable edifice for a monitorial high school in the county town. ' I 
can conceive of no reasonable objection to the adoption of a measure so well 
calculated to raise the character of our schoolmasters, and to double »e 
powers of our artizans, by giving them a scientific education.** ^ 

From the annual report of the Superintendent, it appeared that the iwin- 
ber of school districts had increased to 8,298, from 7,806 of which r.etunia 
had been received, showing that the whole number of children between fhe 
ages of five and fifteen, in the districts, was 419,216 ; and that the whole 
number taught in the common schools during the year reported, wa? Iftl,- 
866 ; being an increase of 10,225 since the preceding year, and of 801,7^0 
since 1816. The aggregate amount of public money received and expended 
,by the several districts, in the pavment of the wages of duly qualified teaot 
er8,.wa8 |22?,995.77 ; of which |lOO,000 was paid from the state treasury, 
1110,542.32 raised by tax upon the several towns and counties, and |12,48S.- 
46 derived from Iwv'al funds. 

The productive capital of the school fund was increased duriuff the year 




the Hudson and Delaware canal company, amounting to $31,156.50 ; ahd^ 
the sale of lands owned by the state at Oswego, by which $91,349 were feU- 
ized for the benefit of the fund. "'^ 

The Snperintendent recommends the affording additional fecllities for 
common school instruction to children engaged in manufacturing establiah- 
ments ; and suggests the appropriation by ^the commissioners of commoa 
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t;nwtnliiTiofrtihLrBOtoA«baniftHfldbiriMtnMition. 

LS!9 Ow □umbar of otHmnoo soboolB li&d icereaaed to B,SO0, from %tM 
MMMi iMonu ■wwn .reMiTed hj. tbe SuperintBudeat. ' The DumlNW of 
AMr«i'4w twiMa dra ^d Hxt«aii jaMtf, reatdiug in the 8eTer>l districts 
#iita wUtli TqxntB.had hetgi r«e«iTed, was 440,113; md the number of 
oluldTeii tan^ durio? the f«nr reported, wita 4G8,S06 ; beiog aa exoeqs 
V( '30ig4> over tka preoediiw vaar. 
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Iks inhj^tanta of the districts were resolved to have uoue other than teach- 
•era of the highest grade, and would pHT the highest premium fur talent, OUT 
-aOAdemles and high sehools would be thronged hj peraooa fitting themselvea 
fM tiie benineaB of teBOhing ; and all these institutions would praotif^ally b^' 
-arane tohoola for the edusation of teaehera. If the districts could be iaduced 

Ho give on adequate eompeiuatiou, and coastant employment to first rate 
iastructora, then it would be emiDeatlj uaeful to establish aeminariea for the 
' Bpeoial purpose of training persons aa profesaiooBl ioatructora." " To secure 
fen>Bn«it teachers, it is indinpenaable that the inhabitjiuts of the districts 
should sffi>rd such reasonable eompeusation and oonBtant emplojment as will 
iflduoe peraous of good taLents to devote themselres to the business of teach- 
ing Ba a proiession." " If the iotalLigent farmers in the districts would ap- 
fij a enill share of their attention and practical common sense to this auV 
]Mt, a revolution in the obaracter of the schopla would soon be effected." 

The Superintendent also advecta to the multiplicity of text books in as« 
in the several schools, but expresses the opinion that the designation of an; 
fartiijular wwk or series of works, to tht exclusion of all others, would be 
'Irtteodad with injurioua consequences, not only to the schools themselves, ' 
bat to the oause of education geaerally. He remarks that "great improve- 

' '(Dents are oanatantly going ou in the character of school books ; the great- 
«it experience and much of the beat talent of the country is enlisted in 
'thia business ; and the fruits of their labors are constantly giving them - 
4(iw claims to the approbation of the public The adoption of a particular 
book would amount to a prohibition upon all improvements, and would 
«abject the inhabitants t« a loss of the prohibited books th6u on hand. The 
interests of the common schools mav be i'eriously injured, and cannot be 
■•Mentially ben^tted by Clio adoption by law of any book or set of 

The following is the earliest specific suggestion, looking to the establish- 1 
•iment of distriot liln-aries, which I hav<« b^ able to find. It is coatained \ 
•in Mr. Flag's report fur this year, (1930.) 

" A HOeiety hu been estabUshed in Eugland, for the purpose of imparting 
■Mful information t« all claaicH of community, partieuliurlj tfl such as are 
imable toiavul themselves of experienced teachers. To eibct,thiB oineet, 
treatises on the various sciences, and books of practical utility have Men 
puUiahed at anch moderate prieea as to bring them within the reach of aU 



classes. A small sum applied to the publioatMi and <U»trilMI«i 
the eeyeral school districts, of similar works, would hare the most 
hie influence." 

it will have been perceived, however, that Gkr, Olint^ in his n 
at tlie opening of the session of 1827, called the attention of the l e g ia ia 
ture to the ezpediencj of providing ''smi^ and suitable - coUectioiia 0f 
books and maps,^ to be attached to the common schools. , 

Gov. Throop, in his message to the le^slature at the opening of the sea> 
idon of 1881, thus allvides to this ^eat mterest of the state : 

" There is no one of our public mstitutions of more importance, or whi«k 
, has better fulfilled public expectation, than that providing for instnicti<^L 
in common schools. The large fund appropriated to that object has ]MX>d«- 
ced a complete organization throughout the state ; and although the syste^i 
has had to encounter all the obptkcles to a new cnterprize of su^h magm- 
tude in its operations and objects, vet it has been well seconded bv public 
zeal and liberality. Its imperfections may receive some correction from 
legislation, yet more is to be h(med fi*om individual exertions to carry the 
design of the legislature into effect within the several districts." 

From the annual report of the Superintendent for this year it appeav 
that the whole number of districts was 9,062, from 8,680 of which reports 
had been made in accordance with law ; that the number of children be- 
tween the ages of five and sixteen residing in the several districts from 
which such reports had been received, was 497,608 ; and the number of 
. children taiight therein during the year reported, 499,434, being an increaae 
of 19,888 over the number so taught the preceding year. Ine ag^egale 
amount of public money received and expended in the several districts for 
the payment of the wages of duly qualified teachers, was 1289,718.00 ; <fi 
which $100,000 was paid by the State from the common school fond; 
and the residue deriv€Kl from a tax on the several towns, and from local 
jfunds. In addition to the public money, there was paid by the inhabitants 
of the several districts, on rate bills for teachers' wages, $846,807, making 
a total of $686,620 paid for teachers' wages alone, llie average annual in- 
crease of the number of scholars instructed in the commoo schools^ during 
thepreceding eleven years was 20,000. 

Tne productive capital of the common school fund amounted at this 
time to $1,696,743.66 ; and the revenue actually received into the trea- 
sury on account of this fund, during the year 1830, exceeded the sum re- 
quired for apportionment among the several districts by $678.60, it be- 
m^ the first year in which the revenue had produced the simi requisite for 
this purpose. 

The Superintendent, in this renort, examines and discusses at considera- 
ble length the various plans for the education of teachers, and recommends 
the conversion of the several academies, equal in number at that period to 
the counties in the state, into seminaries for training teachers. On this 
subject he remarks : " The state has done much for these schools, and some- 
thing in aid of the cause of the common schools may reasonably be expect- 
ed from them ; and if the required infonnation to fit a person for teacniBg 
can be obtained in the present institutions, sound policy and good economy 
are in favor of relying upon them for tbe training of teachers." He adverts 
in this connection to the proposition presentcnl to the legislature at its pre- 
ceding session, by a committee of the citizens of Rochester, for the estab- 
lishment of a state seminary for the education of teachers, and a town cen- 
tral school in each town in the state, as a document exhibiting ^'much re- 
search and attention to the subject of common school instruction." In Ai^ 
memorial (legislative documents, 1880, volume iv. no. 887,) the committee, 
(Messrs. Penney, Comstock, Brown, Ward and Norton,) after recajHtnlating 
the prominent defects in the existing condition of comm<m schodL educatimi 
submits a plan, designed ^^ 

"1. To furnish a competent £nj>ply of well qufdified teachers. 



klltbediitriebm (liestete,BDdte Mcompfish tiie utteotiai «f Ui« W m 
torOD effliawit in^Motion. > 

' "8. To aaeiin Bii«h««itgTM of r«*p*at and poDi|i«iia»tioD to teaolieri, tii 
to indilee maa of good talcoU aud quBli&iMJaiit to outlu UMhiog » iirofw- 
■OS i« Uf^ and *^ ■ 

'4.8010 mguiuaaBd goT«r>tb« wboleafBten of oomioon.wbooleda- 
witioa oa •offideBtly to firotoat ttiia great iaterest from ever;, kind o( 
abvaa. aad to clHrnb il for the vahfiuB itsafiil «iul> it aiaj be made U 

*Itia [H^w^ tn eSeet tlie &itl of tbaee o|^«eta b; the ertabliBhineat ot 
WT.ttirM »Me aeminariea, for the eduoHitiMi of teaobara; the second, ij, 
fHTOBtotiiig the crentuin of oUe central aokool of the moat apra'o.Ycd daacrip- 
tJOQ in each town, haTiog the duties and aervieea of its teocxier so ,cenDeat^ 
Mwitb all the a^er.dutriGta of Uw town, as to leoure the oUeot.af gMMt 
i MO h iog to all, ^<t gradoaU; to qaaUf; good teaobera for the vbo]«." ^^ 
ftitiauat. dataila of the plan wei« alao preaeuted under the five (illwiviiw 
f*BV«l hende ; \ . . \ 

"L'Of tN propar qiudlfieatioBs of a teaoher. ' . t 

"2. Qf & atate aemiaarj for Mucadog teaidiers — ita goveraineat — it* 
eswae of ioatruabbit-TadiDiaaioa of gtude«ta-^hw diplomtw ftad pr'i^- 

"8. Of the town MUtral achoolft— :their govermneot, ic , 
't. Of ao amuiid mcatiagef the fiuuMea,. and leport on aobool boodav 

Ae. ■ . ' 

"6. Of the goverDment a 

The great length of thia 
ilWwevMf W«i! worthj. of « 
preacuf ndvaDoad atege of 
•ad prOctiaal VMirB«ai|Hn( 
elavstaag.Hid eiMOtliaK U 
uf our uaiivatlea ayatem «i 
ai«a ith»ot fund' at tha par 
«D ioBupanUe obataoU t« 1 
tioQ lUa uuiv toa^eataxt 
■and «alit^bteiied pubUc m 
«Hrr;iag lata emeeutlun, wi 
periaace hu subaaqiwatily > 
9<alioB8 of tiie mamorialieti 
■tantiaa of leachstaia ohbg< 
|t«B«it jcair, alao BiMuinet 
aa of aupportiog and maiot 
nith aompetcBt taanhen, m 
Aiada ot the al«t«, and to v 
wnsmitted imaMxliAtel; t< 
-oompai^s the operatiuB ai • 

<the public funds vere -excl 

dren ef bdigeut iolwbitftDta of tli« aevaral dutricta, aad ia CoouaotienL 
'wwe laviahed with an iadiacniniilate pipfnaioa, fanukhiug ample means ftW 
tha grattiitoua inatruotion of all elaaaea. 

" Our ayateia " he obaervea, " ix well calculated to awaken jthc attcnfiop 
«fali^ inhabitaota to. tbeconcerna of ttie dintiitt acbuol. The power 
girea to diatriet meetinn to levy a tax, ta. a. limited exteot, upon tbe pro- 
party of thediatiict,ej^tea a direct intereat with all thctaxsbleinbBbitimja 
to attend (he diatriot meeUnga. whether tbey have childreo requiring Bchot^ 
aaaoaunodatioDH or not. The wealthy are thus prompted to act as tiuateofc 

IB of lie.diatrict, i] " ' " ■>--■-'- -• 



.Ura are acaduat«d «ith cwa and eooDonif ; aad much of the lateUigenae 
«f tb»diiitrict ia|Brtia laqviaitioBbf tbfl pecnliMit; of ouiplan, .^tlia^ 



rfogfit U VMlr iMt to «« 4uttiet»'tf tb« vM« «xn«** tf tW tditfM -anw 
4rDTid«d hf •«tUie hnd." ■■ It has htai vrgti, " ae renutfkai in nartflny 
pbee, " that the •maimt dutributed from our fund ia too «aul),aui that an 
Borteae *t tbe' flmd ««uld, ef KmU, raka tht BtaodHd <if (h* comraott 
; bot Ml locnasc of tlie Mbsol moieya vould b« mudi m 
! the coDtribationa of iodividuale. Uuu t« elevate tha 



MtlO«,«00; iriulatke aommt raiaed on rate UUainM t«4^B03. 
nw annual retxatofthe Saperintendeiit for 1844 riiowa that wk3«t^ 
■mmint of pobho tnoiHy r««ei*ed Erom the atate tf«M«i7 aB^afUetothe 
Muoe pnipoBi, WM #990,000, tbe aBHnint paid m the rate bOU w**: «W«h* 
Sifl.VT oalj ; beinrt9M,<KH))eBa tJUDiaprt^nrtinimtframouDtindarUiein' 
wetaed fund contnbMed bj the state. 

On Qie snbjeet of a nropoced Boifamitj' of tazt boeka in tb* 'NTCNd 
fehoola, the BnperinttndeDt ^ena^k^ " so man fir act ofrocn eo^ maW 
act aUat t>f clsM books 'far the instruetioii -of half a millien of m)m1m% 
which vould give general ■atiBbcticm ; and there ia great rcMon to betiara 
that the experiment to prodoce iraifonnitT vould do -More harm ' thu it 
toonit«ee'to do Kood. In ntnr of all the difflonltjea vhieh ciunniBd'theanb- 
JMt, -tbeSapennteodent bdieves that it is beet tokaveitbe «el«etiia>«f 
elaai bookB to the intelligeace of the inhabitants of the districts and tovna." 
IqsnmwTt of the«*Ti(r»BhoTef«ra toavoiy able raport of tba Iheratnre 
MnunHtee in the aaatniMj, made the preeeding year, and whiah will be 
foood in the foorth Tolume of the legislative documeata of that year. (M*. 
4SUori880. 

B tb« standaT4 of «daeati«B it 



vatiiw tb« standaT4 of «daeati«B fai tlM 
'hy we fiHit, ttutt to •reiy tan pancaa 
dioota, there are at least ire hnatb'ed 
Is for thMr edu«»tiM. In urringtli* 
' oet dvrigued to depreeiate the p 

In the diatnaaJM - — -^ 
■abbeeo nrg^d ttet 



In the diatnaaiona onthe •aMentof 
» beeo arfnd ttet Mlidetaiea and hiok 
aohoole, bf viUKbawiDgfram tfcend 
e ofttoee who are able to send tothe 
oar etperience vbich abonld indaoa na 
er sebools, and the patriot and philan- 
lieb are to ecntnlrote to the foif^t^tf 
11 regard dl onr schoola and «atniaari«g 
■aide a7<fera, from the sniraraitf t« tKe 

liete had inereaeed to 9^MS, A«tn %fiK 

he whole Dnmb«' of eUldrwi betn>«ah 

At* and lixtced years of age residing in the several rqKirting diitricte, waa 

1K)4,AS6 ; and the number taught during l^e preoeding year, was 497,2(1 ; 

tHBRS ^ increase of t,44S rince the last repot. 

" The Rchnol system of Ifew-York," remarks Uie BnperinteBdent. "haa 
'tieen formed by combining the adrantagee of the diff^roit plana of a u pport- 
ing oommon spfaoodt whieh wevail in the Neir-EBriand statee. Cnineotient 
*"i« a Urge fund which producce uearly o; ...... 

i^Tflwea, and jihey have no local tax. 

^Uie hnd, and the wages of tcschers we pnyvided by a Uetm t 

lyatnu h^iJAy oombinea the painciplee of s state fund and a town tax ; 

'ewngb if apportioiMd from the state treasDry lo invite and eDoourage the 

-■• la of the diatricts and towns; uidnot so much Bate indocis the in- 

XI believe that tiiey liare nothing more t« doUian to hire-atOMh- 
V w MDHirb &e pnUia money. The tax mitboriied upon the pmpartr af 
'the town and disb'ict has a most aidotary eBbat in aw^eoiogthe 
W tliejnhahitautstaibe MOMiBfl ofthe*«MQMni«bo(4a. »•- 



district m^eting^ to raise moBer h^ tax, indoOM ^e inbl^bitants td attedd 
tibe uMietiDgs, and to overlook the intereet and proeeedinea of the district ; 
vhen, if the whi^e expense was provided by a state fona, thej would al- 
ktwthe tHMteestoreoeive and expend the monev, as if it was a matter 
"iHu^ did not interest the ^eat body of the inhaUtants of the district. 
What^rer differences of ojnnion may exist as to the best mode of providing 
lor the expense of giving instruction to all the children of tiie state, the 
iraeeess wmoh has attended onr system warrants the conolusidn that a pub- 
Uo fond may be made eminently useful in organizing a system of universal 
ttutntotion. The aimortionment <^ a ^w dollars is Mten the immediate 
ttdneement for neignborhoods to establish schools where none existed be- 
fore, and for prompting new settlements to erect school houses, at an ear- 
lier ^period tiian they otherwise would have done, in order to participate 
kt-afond, however small, which they know is enjoyed by other districts 
ii» their towns.'* 

In relation to the ^' vexed question" of text books, the Superintendent 
renews the expression of his opinion **ihBt the adoption of a paiticular set of 
eiasa books could be of no advantage except to the favored authors, to whom 
the monopoly of supplying the scholars should be ^ven. Towards all other 
authors, who have aevoted ^eir Ume and talents to the preparation of 
boeka, as well as publishers who have embarked their fortunes in particular 
Wei'ks, it would operate proecriptively and with manifest injustice." 
jidminittrationrofjoss A. Dix — la^S to 1889. 

In his message at the opening of the session of 1833, Gov; Maeoy thus .ad; 
verts to the subjeet of common schools : 

'^ Of all institntions, there is none that presents suish strong claims to the 
patronage of the government as our system 6f common schools ; and it is 
gratifying to know that these claims have been recc^ized, and to a very 
ooBsiderable extent, satisfied. The wisdom and providence of our legisla- 
tion appears perhaps no where so eonspeuously, as in the measures which 
bave been adopted, and the means which have been provided for the gene- 
ral diffusion of primary education among the children of all classes of our 
eitia^is." After adverting to the information contained in the annual re- 
port of the Superintendent, relative to the condition and prospects of the 
oemmoD sebools, the govomor proceeds : ^ An active and aaventurous spir- 
it of improvement characterizes the present age. Its best direction would 
seem to oe towards multi{>l^ing the facilities, and consequently abridging 
4&etinie and labor of acquiring knowledge. I indulge the hope tibat miien 
may yet be done in this resnect for primary education. One of the most 
obvious improvements in relation to common schools, would be a plan ior 
eupplying uiem wi^ competent teachers. Under present circumstances^ 
tiie remedy of the evils resulting from the employment of persons not prop- 
erly quahned, can only be apfdied by the trustees and inspectors ; and I 
am not apprised that any furtner direction for r^ulating their duties in thi^ 
respect, eould be usefully presented to the l^slatnre." 

From the annual r^^t of the Superintendent it appeared that in 1833, 
the number of school districts had increased to 9,600 ; {torn 8,941 of which 
repoits were received, in wl^ich there were 508,878 children between five 
and sixteen years of age, imd 404,959 children taught durii\g the year re- 
ported ; being a decrease of 2,146 since the preceding year. TTae Superin- 
^end^it renews tiie expression of his conviction that ^he academies are ade- 
quate to .the supply of odmpetent teachers for the common schools. He al- 
so again calls tne attention of the le^lature to the expediency of making 
tame suitable provieion for the education of the ehildren of persons engaged 
in. the various manufhcturing estaUishmente of the state. 

*• The pcdioy of all our laws,** he observes, " is to secure a good common 
•ehool edueation to every child in the state ; and the condition of the child- 
rttL-wlio are etapleyed in the manufaotories, as to their means of instruction, 
qg^ to be eareftmy inquired into and provided for. The diffusion of edu- 
cation among all classes of our population is deemed of such vital importane^ 



lo <ihe preMrmtioQ of our fir«« i&stitutioiia, 41u^ if tiM obtigsikms 
rest upon every good citizen in tMs particular are disregiBrded, the pefeoot 
having the cuAtoay of Bueh chitdren ou^ht to be viuted with audi diaaUli- 
tiea as will induoe them, from interest if not from principle, to eauBe th^ 
<ddldren to be instructed, at least in reading, writing and ahUune- 
tic. IntelUgenee has been regarded as the vitfil prinoi^^e of a free govern- 
ment, and every parent, guardian or master, who neglects or refuses to give 
the children under his cl^ge the advantages of a common sehool edueation^ 
particularlv in cases where the instruction is offered ** without monriraiid 
:i?ithout pnoe," is as much an offender against the state, as the man woo t^- 
fuses to pei:form any other duty which is deemed essential to the-preaervar- 
tion of our liberties." 

On the 16th day of January, 1833, JohiI A. Dix was appointed e«eretary 
of state and Superintendent of Common Schools, Mr. Flagg having been poo- 
moted to the office of comptroller. During the administratioD ol the iabtcr, 
a period of seven yeai's, the number of school districts ii^ the state hadiin- 
creased from 7,773 to 9,600 ; the number of children instrueted in ihmii 
from 425,586 to 494,d59, and the proportion of the number of dbildreaiaiugkt 
to tbe whole number residing in the several districts, from 100 to 03, to 260 
to 249. The amount of public money annually apfMx>priated for the pay^ 
ment of the '^jBges of ^proved teachers, had increased from $18£,790Xib td 
$305,582.7 8. T^e external organi zation and internal details of Uie system had 
received the fostering care and enlightened attention of the most practical 
and discriminating minds of the state ; and the unequalled rapidity with 
which districts sprung up in every section of the state, and chudren of all 
pges and classes ware gathered into the common schools, sufficiently indicate 
the general appreciation of the advantages and merits of the system, on the 
part of the pei^e generally. To untiriqig industry and great' efficiency, Mr^ 
Flagg united an eminently practical midld, which enabled him, in the midal 
of numerous and plausible j^ojeots for the elevatioB and improvement of 
the system of popular education, to select and recommend those only whidl 

Sronused the realization of the hopes and as{^rations of the sonnd aad jn- 
icious friends of the common schools ; and accordingly, while steadfutly 
netting his face against the adoption of an uniform series of text books, and 
of a state seminary for the instruction of teachers, as impraotioable in 
the existing state of things, he strongly urged the adoption of a more effir 
cient and vigorous system of inspection and supervision, and several yaara 
in advance of any direct movement on the subject, recommended the pnbfir 
eatioQ and distribution of suitable books for the diffusion ^ useful knowl- 
edge, amon^ the several school districts of the state. 

During his administration of the common school department, the founda^ 
tions were laid of those equitable principles upon which the various eontro* 
verdies growing out of the several school laws, w^e adjusted by the /deoisr 
ions of the Superintendent. Up to this period, no reeords of tin *djudic»> 
tions of this officer had been kept ; and the various qnestiobs almost daily 
presented for settlement had been determined upon their specific merits, 
without apparently any attempt to reduce the system to unity and harmoi> 
nj, or to establish and nialntain general principles of interpretation and de- 
cision. The decisions of Mr. Flagg, and his successor, Oen. Dix, were in 
1837, collected by the latter and published, for the ben«^ of the several oCr 
^cers connected with the administration of the system throughout the state ; 
and they have not only served as a basis for thle determination of the nu* 
merons and complicated questions which have since arisen, but have exer« 
cised a highly beneficial influeooe upon the councils and proceedings of t^e 
officers and inhabitants of the several districts, hj repressing litigation, by 
defining Uie powers, privileges and responsibilitiee of those c^ed to the 
performance of any duty in relation to the common sohools, and by the in* 
troduction and settlement, of fixed princi{>les of interpretation, applicable to 
klmost every emergency likely to arise in the praotioal operation of thr 
system. 



9f 

Ptmti iks Bniraftl rcipdrt of GVn. Dix, m' Siip€Hiiteiklc!nt of Obnmioa 
Soboolfl, made on the 8th of Jmraarj, 1834, it Appeared thai there Were 9,6W 
irf»ol distrietfl in the state, from 9,107 of whklh reports had been made irt 
a««orda&e« with law. The number of children between the ages of five and 
rfatteeo, residing in the several districts from which reports were received, 
was 682,<(18 ; and the ^ole number of children taught in t^ several dis- 
trict schools, was 512,476 ; being an increase of 17,516 over the number 
thus instructed during the preceding year. In reference to the . amount of 
the puWic funds provided for the support of common schools, the Supeiin- 
tendent expresses his opinion that tnc sum ($100,000) <ii8tributed among 
the several districts, was as great as was necessary to accomplish every ob- 
ject of such a distribution. "Experience in other states," he observes,- 
** has proved what has been abundantly confirmed by our own, that too large 
a sum of public money distributed among the common schools has no salu^ 
tar^ effect. Beyond a certain point, the voluntary contributions of the in- 
habitants decline in amount with almost uniform regularity as tl^e contribu- 
tions from a public fund increase." " Should the general fund at any future^ 
day be recruited so as to admit of an augmentation of the capital or revenue^ 
o{ the common school fund, or both, the policy of increasing the sum annual-. 
1^ disfa-ibuted to the common schools, beyond an amount which shall, when 
taken in connection with the number of children annually taught in then^ 
etceed the present rate of apportionment, would be in the highest degree- 
questionable." 

"With respect to the preparation of teachers for the common schools, the 
Superintendent concurs generally in the views of his predecessor, that the 
several academies in the state, Aided by liberal* appropriations for this pur- 
pose from the literature fund, are abundantly adequate to the accomplish- 
ment of the object in view ; that the establishment of one or more teachers* 
seminaries, devoted exclusively to this subject, would be impracticable 
without requiring the district^ not only to employ such teachers when pre- 
pared, but to provide them with an adequate compensation — ^neither of 
which measures woiild for a moment be tolerated ; and that the demand- on 
the part of tbe districts for teachers of a higher degree of qualification will 
be met by a corresponding supply from the academies, whenever sufScient 
inducements are hSd out to the latter to devote a large portion of their at- 
tention to the preparation of such teachers. Ah enlightened appreciation, 
on the part of inhabitants of districts generally, of the functions and respon- 
sibilities of teachers — a determination to seeure the highest order of talent, 
aod to provide an adequate compensation — and a disposition to elevate the 
character and advance the social rank of the teacher, by- assigning him that 
station in the regards of the oommnnity which is due to the dignity and 
mtiUty of his prol^asion ; these ai^e regarded as indispensable priBH'eqiusitea, 
te .the suooess of aay system which contemplates Ute spe<n&e preparatioii 
ofieachers. 

On the suly'ect of the adoption of a uniform series of text books far the' 
nee of schools, the Superintendent also adit^iis the views of his.predeeessr 
orft, disoountenanoing sucb a m<lasure ase impracticable awd unjust. . J 

la reference to the establishment ofDisTaicr LuaABis^, the ^periniend-t ] 

oitobserves; 

• 

" If the inhabitants of school districts Were authorized to lay a tax upon* 
tiieir property for the purpose of purchasing Ubraries for the use of the dis- 
trict, such a power might wiih proper restrictions become a most efficient 
instrument in diffusing useftjl knowledge, and in elevating the intellectual 
character of the people. A vast amount of useful infbrmation might in this 
manner' be collected, where ft would be easily accessible^ and its infiuence* 
could hardly fail to be In the highest degree salutary, by ftfrtiishing the 
means of improvement to those who have finished their comntoh school ed- 
ucation, as weir as t6 those who have not. Tlie demand fat bookie would en- 
sure extenrive editions of work! containing matter JndiciQniily seleeted, at 



pfws wimh of^spetitsoQ wodI^ soon radactf to tktAifwtis^ raUtitwklbh 
ikej <iovLl4 be ittr aished. By . mi&ing the in^Msitioii of the- taic tt hoUy <iitf^ 
ecetiooar/ with the inhabitanta^f each dietnet, and leating tiieBeleetuia)^ 
the works imder their entire ooata^V the di^er of renderings sueh a |>r(m« 
■ion subseryient to the propagatioD of paiftioular doctadnes or opnioiyi 
would be effeetuallj g^iuyrdea' against by. their watehlulneea and- int^U- 
genee<" 

By an act of the legislature passed this year, the surplus income of the lit- 
erature fund, beyond the sum of |12,000, was j>laced at the disposal of the 
Kegents of the tfniversity, to be by them distributed to such of the acade-. 
mies subject to their visitation as they, mi^t select, and to be devoted ex-- 
chisively to the education of common school teachers. The. funds thu^ apr 
propriated "were eatitaated at about $8,000 per annum. ^ ^ 

At the opening of the session of 1B35, Gov. Marcy, in his message, com- 
mended to the special attention of the legislature, the adoption of "a pro- 
vision for supplying competent tCachcrs, improvements in the method of 
instruction, and the faithful and economical application of the funds to such 
objects and in such a manner as will Insure the best results.** He observes : 
" & re^d to the common schools, considering their great importance in a 
political and moral point of view, tKe efforts of the legislature should not 
be intermitted until the system shall be so improved as to sectire to the 
<diildren of all classes and conditions of our popmation, such an education 
as will qualify them to Jtulfil in a proper manner, the duties appertaining. t<> 
whatever may "be their respective pursuits and conditions oC life." 

The number of school districts at this peiiod had increased to 9,865 ; the 
whole number of children between the ages bf five and sixt^ep to 5^4,000». 
and the number taught in the several districts from which reports had been' 
received to 521,240, or 18,256 more than were so inetrwsted during the pre- 
ceding year. 

, The following extract from the annual, report of the Superintendent^ 
transmitted to the legislature on the 'Jth of January of this year, will ex-* 
hibit the views of tiiat officer in reference to the adequacy, of the acade-. 
mies .to furnish the common schools with a competei»t supply of duly quali-. 
fied teachers, and also in refeteuce to the relations which the various in- 
stitutions for the promotion of public instruction should sustain to each' 
other: 

*'If the fcwidations of our whole system of ^l^c inetmetion were to b* 
laid anew, it w<mld, perhaps, be advrsaUe to create separate semiiiBnes for- 
the preparaUon: of teadbiers, although from the nature of ourinstttutions, it" 
might be deemed arb^rary, if indeed it were praietkiable, to compel th& 
mhoci distii«ts to employ them; It w^nld be' equally difficult, without »' 
grea/t angmtntationof the sel^ool fimd, to present to tiie disti^icts a feuffi^ient' 
pecimiary inducement to engage the individuals thus prepared ; a&d it ^ajf > 
De'safety-assiMed -that notmng f(hortbf a thorough conviction in the pa^c 
maud, tfint? coihmon^hool teachers are in generid inecmpetent to the propw 
fulfilment of t^eif trusts,' and that th<$ BtimdAtid<: of. edueatioD is extremely' 
imperfMt, would aeeomplish the object.' If 'that eonviotion can now l>e 
created, the existing evils may be readiljr redressed. Our comrnoii' 8chool> 
system i& so perfectly organized, and administered throughout with so much 
order aifid regularity, and so manv:academiee under abk management are, 
already established, that it woula seem the , part of wisdom to avail our-, 
selves^ of these institutions, to the extent of their capacity, for the purpose- 
of ti-aining, teachers for the common schools. Their endowments, theii* or- 
ganization^ the experience and skill of; their instructors, and their whole in- 
tellectual ppwer, may be made subservient ito the public purppse in viewi 
and with thie aid which the state can» lcnd> n^ich may be effected. But,! 
whatever differences of opinion may prevail witli regard to the foundation, 
of this plan, in sound poUqy, the qi^esUon has been settled by the legisla-, 
ture, and it remains only to carry it into execution with proper energy. 



be iii«ste4 ,o«» without beiog ^q^. to tbeobjeotioii <^ abnwdnning * •j.sWmi 
whiehthaa not i>e«ii fiddy JtesM^ j 

** It m%y- not be improper U^ xeoMurk in this pUeer that: the^ neeoaNir/, oot» 
Mxioii wnieh exiatfr between ^ur eoBHUflfi sdM)oU'eiid the literitf; UMitiU|> 
tuNi» o£ the state, iaeludiog those oi.tiie. highest guuk) has been toafm 
<mea^^oy>erloelML The aeademiee hai^e already be^n^ iaelSeett witbo^ 
receiving from the state anj direct pecuniary aid for the pj^rpoee^^nweeiMf 
fi>r •AtHWBoned^l teaehers.. Ther great bo<jy of these wbo ha?e eitiiexUm- 
porarily or permanently devoted themselves to t«aching>,hfl^e*beea'pi'epii(^ 
ed at the academies with a view to that occupation, or to some professional 
eoiplmient. Tkt iMtmetera in the acadeitoies- have inttlMftr^iink)be«ll ed- 
«ei^l» the jceliegfle; and but for the latter or ao»e other fl)^attr«| 
elasMwal^nd eo(eiitttaedaeatien« aa a eidMibiito 49t the coarse el tifaiofa^ 
ptyreued in the iMUeges, the aeademiee would ob^onsly be^destiti^of IImi ^ 
mes oo sa r y supi^^ ^ tutors^ Thne «U oar ineorperated Ufeerai^ uMtttuticM 
nwinister- to die improvement of the cemmen ec|ib<d: syetem^ oa whlekiithi 
great body oi the people afte -dependent, for ^thoir ednofltien,'' $ 

Tbe Superintendent, after adverting io the^deCeGtivJ& jstate; of the eyf temsq( 
JABtruction in common, sdaools, nroceeds a;t. considerable length to conbai Urn 
ideathat "the education whidi an indivicNal reeeivest should be d^signMi 
^Delusively to fit him for the particular employment which he.is destined tn 
pvraue." ** The attention of the great body of the people*' he justly rremarhw 
"should be directed to- djeots beyond uie sphere of >the emplo9;peats^ 
wbi(^ they deptnd for their sumKNrC" ** Knowledge cacrieB wiUiit.inflneiMii 
over the minds of ethers, and this influence is pewer. In free goveiiimentenn 
wl^9t i^ of mf)Kp irital coacenifT-4t is.politieaL power." And be lUustcfttee .thew 
view0,.byA^ire£efen«e to the range -aad. importance^. of the. diilie«..devDlviM 
upon every Ajnericen citistfL . ^ 

On the 8th of January, 1$85« Gen. Diz, as chairman of aoonunittee of 41m 
R#^peata of the University, i^>pointedrto prepare and report a pbp..for th# 
better e^ucatioa-oi teec^ers of cammon Bcfaoig|l8».suhD^itteda]^,ei|ibomteaB2 
«ble report recommending the establishment and- ovgaoization- of « inmnheiic 
departmontk to be ooopected with one academy.^; be designated by^thf , 
B^l^ts^ in each of the eight senatorial districts of the etate ; indicatiagt^ 
OQUSSjaof stMdy to.be pumied in such depactments ; and si^festing for tibin 
eoifsideNUtioa of tbf ll^gent* the aeademiee to; be selected i^ this purpesfi 
which should each receive annually the sum. of f40Q from the. fund applioablf 
ta thjs ol^fi^ The report wae agi^ed to hy rthe Re^epta^ a^d . Fiwuiaus H|J| 
^^m^ Kiqga .countv, Montgomery Ai^ademy, (kif^^, countQFt Rinde»t 
^t^^I^awrenqB) ^airoeld» : (Mprd^ Oanandaigua/ and Middlebury ^nwd% 
s^ea were deaigtoated ibr the eetablisbment of these institutions, on the bai# 
JVlda^^j^^ to -the restrictipnsa«Mir«|guiatioQa indicated in ^^^ 4 f 

Onthe Utbof Aprilofthis year* Jh^ foundations of l^he District Sch^l \ 
Library were laid by aa act authoriaing the taxable iohabitantB of -thi^eeyMl r 
ephoioi distaieta.to In^pqse ata^ iiet eiceediog twentvidol|ars for thefirsiyeMb I 
aii4 ten doUara forr eacl^t succeeding y^ari " for tW pur/efaaie of a.diafeiMi ; 
libraij, oonsistinftof such bopks aa they^shall in their district meetiog-.direolS \ 

This bill was ably advocated in the Senate by Col. Toima of Sar^ilogiw 9mk \ 
the Hon. Levi Bbakd6let of Otsego ; and its friends were indebted for its 
tnmmim' gyeait- party': ta €h^ tmt&ing' eerertlons and' eattensi^e kifliieiMsei^ef 
JiMttWfisai^oi^^' Genesee* ailemiti6ntphilBiithroi^wtiMe6tiM*oppoi* t 
tOMt^- to old/ li^ hb' am|^ weidth^attd enlightened intelkict^^ every meatts W \ 
ivKfehitbr ttHBtfial- and mof^ advanceinent of the yooth of "te iMte isS^ 

On^iSTtAof May,>«. yf^kmimx;^ ¥%w YisAi, eMiirmsn of «a> HtMP 
i <ii^ ria>iiM nitt^^tfcehetfs#^'aftiiaeafVe»y able^ report; eo(id«Mift ^"^^ redtm 
DMiiAiMi f^ «ie estabUiftMearbf « separate' ** DeporMK^nt of PiMid IvtiBtili^ 
lk^^^#Miair^th»- MperiiittiMr«r^te' Mam^ lM'taM^«S'»'M»Miy m 



auMiii er wHh oth«r Mate oneen ; who #hould pofMis the powers «nd dieefaarge 
Ihe duties of Superintendent of Common Schools, imd be ex-offido Chiineellor 
•f Hie Regents of tbe tJn^versity^, ^ Tlie seTeral Colleges and ncademiesof 
1^ etate.trere to be subject to his visitation ; and he was require<f pRfticulattf 
ti^viaiiaiRikispeetdiose academies i^ which depOTtments fbr the eckicatiiolv 
4i teaohers were establu<hed. No definite aetioii was bowerer hadontM^ 
frepoeltioii, by the legislature; 

The foifowmg' is an extract from Got. Ifarcy's messa^ at the openhig of 
l ieeeB a ioBof 18B6: 

^IttagwvernBieiitinwoQrSyWliieh emanates fren th» people, wtiere th» 
Itttire admii^ttatioii, m ail ita varioos brandies, b eooduetcid for theii' benefit! 
mA BolljeCI to their Mustaeot saperrisioH and control ; and where the' safeijr 
Ml perpettnlj of all kl^polkical institutions depend upon their Tiriue aM 
MeUigeBoet no other subject can be equal in importance to that of publitf 
fc it li artfcea^ and none shouM so eamestfy engage tm attention of the legisla* 
tore. Ignorance^ witib all the moral evfls of which it is the prolific eourtcii, 
^ngs with it also numerous political evils, dangerous to the welfare of the 
etate. It should be ^ anxious care of the legislature to eradicate these evila 
Ijjr r^movh^ the causes of them. This can be done effectually, only by difitt- 
iffig instruction geftendly among iht people. Although much remains her^ U> 
IK done in this l^eftpect, the past efforts of leffislation upon the sulject meiit 
ll^ cOifamendatioa Much has been already accomplished for the catiseof 
Jtopular education. A hirge fund has been dedicated to tMs object, and otir 
innmon sdibol system b established on right principles. But this is one of 
ftose subjects for which aU canaot be done that is required! without a power- 
M^co-operation on the part of the people in their individual capacity, n^e 
^Mviding of funds ^-educatton is an indispensable means for littaimng the 
«id ; but it is not education. . The wisest system that can be devised cannot 
ke ezecnted w^iOut human agency^. ^e mfficulty in the case arises, I fear, 
ftmn the f^uft that the benefits of general education can only be fidfy ftt^prO- 
Med bj those- who are' edncat^ themselves Those parents whcr are so 
isifeHoBate as not to be properly educated, and those whose condition requite? 
fliem to employ their time and thehr effbrts t6 eain the ibeans of eub^swnce, 
4ti not, in many instances, sufficiently value the importance of educaHon. Yet 
His for their children, in common with lUl others, that the common school sys- 
ItRn is designed ; and untfl its blessings are made to teach them, it will not bo 
Hlhat it ought to be. If parents generally were sensible of the inestimable 
irfvantages they were procuring for their children by educating them, I an^ 
^ ) the eflbrts and contributions whidi are required to grve ftm effidMiey to 
present system would not be withheld. If I have rightly apprehended 
mdioatlons of public opinion on this' subject, a more auspicious season is 

gproachihg^. At this time, a much larger number of individuals than hereto^ 
m are ^exerting ^leir energies and contributing theii^ means, to iihpress th^ 
^KiMic mind wi& the importance of making our system of popular instrtiction 
ittdctivein diffusing its benefits to all the chHA^sn of ^le state. I anticipntfr 
^iroch good from the prevalence of the sffntinient that the' ieflbrts of individ- 
iMik must co-operate with the puUie autlk>ritie9 to ensure soooesa to any sys^ 
fctn of general education.^ 

kJVobi tliQ animal report of the Sttpennteiident» H appeared iba4 th« munbw 
•f distnctf had increased to 10,182 ; the number of children between Aha Met. 
^f^ five and sixteen, to 648,000 : and the Dumb^ lau^t in. the several diatneift 
{|i»n which reperta had been received^ i»H^A^ beipf mq increase #f over 
10,000 from the preceding year. The Superintendent repeats the expfeasien 
q| hit omvioti^, *' tl^ a scfaM fn<i ^ ll^fiMo «|h]^ eif a diatHbtttJon of 
vooey to thi9 coBUDeii sdioolain apy degr^ftjnto^ching the »inouDtexpen(M 
Inr their eopp^rt, would b# likely to be imunMia .ruth^v <b«ff benefiiM. 
4^ NboU tod," h%«bi«rv«% *f/09A only be^watiaiitoiitof«?eiHie4»8«fi&e^M|t 



•nd no mor« thta loiBotfnii to oporato m m MvMmmi to the intut^tanto of 
icbool dintricU to contribute liburaWy to tlit^ir nuppori.** " It U, from the 
•ftturo of ttio «ubJ4)ct, irrii)oHMibIo to fix tho exact limit, below which a reduc- 
tkm of tito sura ub(tribut4kl (iucliMJif)g tho miiount mmd bv iaxaium in tho 
Mv«rAl (owdm) would coaho tl> opumUi un an iitJuccment to ma inUMUiniM to 
M«umo tb« r««i<luo of ib« oxptrnxiiK of mtiUiWmltm tlio HchooU, or tx^yond 
wbl<7h ItM incrtjtttio would reiidtir tliotr burdens ko light on to cremate iruitttiitioD 
to tim (utncamu of tho dUtricU' it m^y, h(/won»r, o<) Hafely annnnwi}, that, at 
M)v point botwdon forty and fifty cont* por MboUr, it in not probable ^at 
«ith«r of thent evlU would bo folt ; and that 0$ augmentation auove the nmx" 
bnum, ontho ooe band, or itii roductiou on tho othor, below Urn minimum' 
ftbovo nomodt oug^t to be avoided, it practicable.'' The eftect of (ho nub- 
•oquont Jncruane of the iurn fto diMtributed during the poi^t few year«, 
hoe certainly, it may here be nmittltd, by no nwam imixiidted the 
nouodtMMH Olid accuracy of thix proposition ; the extent to which the vchooU 
have improved boin^ cloarlv attributable to other and more potent ittfluijnceM 
than the augmentation of im piiblic fundx applicable to their Nup[)ort. 

At tlui opening of the MOMMlon of IH'M, Qov, Marey again .brought the iiub- 
ject of common ««hool education beiWe the lef(btlature, in eonuitct ion with 
tho act of congrcM of the preceding year, auth<'rUing the depo^it <;ft)io 
•hare boloogiog to thU ttote, of the turplui revenue of the IJuited Btat^rn, 
wltU the HUte for »afe keeping, until required bv the general govDrnmeni. 
Ho reeommended tho appropriation from the Iiicome of thin fund, ofaa 
amount equal to the turn annually diMtributud to the comnion kcIiooU, Ua 
be apnlied to the name purpoMC, viz. the pyment of the wogen of duly 
aualuiod teooUere ; making tne annual diHtribution lor thin puri)oi»c, |22i),- 
000— «a liberal appropriath)n to the ocadenileN, "haviutf in view prineipall/ 
the doeign of rendering them mora efficient a^ iemfuorleM for educating 
oommou Hchool teacher*-— and the addition of the rekidue of Kuch income 
to the capital of the oommon |»chool fund. He aUo rec<immended the tramt- 
for of the general •uperinteudence and »upervi>d<>n of the neveral m^adomioa 
of the wtatik from tne Uegente of the University to tho neeretary o/ittat« 
in hie oopa/jtty of Superintendent of Oommon HehooU. disapproving of tb« 
pfopotted erection ox a separate department of public inittruetlou, and eug- 
geeting the appointment of an additional deputy to aid the iic^'rtttary in the 
performooce of thii portitm of hi» official dutiofi He oommeudH the efTorte 
in progroM fi>r tho promotion of popular instruction by the dllfuKiou of odu- 
oatlon through all ranks of tlie people, and tho devotlim of talents and 
wealth to this groat cause: and expresses his o<mvlction, that aid<;d by the 
powerful co-operati<in of tne legislature, its advancement may conlidently 
M onticipMecL 

The Hum of |U0,000 wai this year apportioned among tho several school 
dletriots, tho n amber ofwhioh had augmented to 10,(207. Tlie number of 
children between five and sixteen residing in the several districts from 
which reports had been received, was 6HS,898 \ and the number instructed 
within tnoyeor, 0^2,107; beluga diminution of 9,294 from the number 
hMtructod Uie preceding year. Tliis diminution is accounted for by the 
Buporintendent, " by the prevalence of an absorbing attention, in a cunsid- 
erolble portion of the community, to their pecuniary interests rather than 
to the interests of education." " Strong excitements in the community/^ 
he observes. " especially whbn continued for a length of time, are in their . 
mature unfriendly to the cause of education ; and or such excitements none 
is perhaps Ao much so as that which is character istio of perio<ls when for- 
tunes are amassed without effort and by the mere chances of spuculation.'' 
** In the year 1884,'* ho continues, " the common >tehools were in better con* 
dition. kk all respects, than thev had been at any previous time ; andi as ia 
well known, that vear was atstinguIslAd by a serious depression In the 
buelofsa affairs of tne country. Tlie interesTs of education seem never to 
b* better secured than in scooons when individuals are compelled to hus- 
band tnelr resources, and when the highest as well as tho most oertidn xa- 



m 

wards are those which are the frmta ot patient industry. Ifb period B«emff' 
less propitious to the promotion of those interests, than that season of de- 
lusive prosperity in 'vmch multitudes are tempted by a few instances of 
wealth suddenly acquired, to lay aside their accustomed avoeations, and 
«mbark in the precarious pursuits of fortune." 

In his messafi^e at the opening of the session of 1888, Got. Marcy repeiMts 
his recommendations of the previous year, in reference to the proper dis- 
]>osition of the revenue of the United States deposit fund, witJi t^ie addi- 
tional suggestion that a portion of this flmd be devoted to the purchase of 
IhSmioT LiBBAEiES, in such of the several school districts of the state as 
should raise by taxation an equal amount for that object. Iti referenee iff 
the departments for the education of teachers conn^ected with the respeo-- 
tiTe academies designated by the Regents of the University, he expresses 
the opinion, that however ably conducted, they must of necessity be in- 
adequate to the supply of the requisite number of teachers for the common, 
schools, and suggests the establisnment of county normal schools; ^ on prin- 
cipals analogous to those on which our system of common shools is found- 
e<L" An increase of the number of academies provided with teachers' de- 
partments, is also sugges^, the additional expense to be defrayed from- 
the revenue of the deposit fiind. 

The number of school districts had now increased to 10,d4& : the number 
of children between five and sixteen residing in the several districts frcnn 
which reports were received, to 686,882 and the number taught was 624,- 
188 ; sho^ng a still further diminution of nearly 8,000 from the precedihg: 
year. 

During this session the sum of |1 60,000 was added from the annual r^^ 
venue of the United States deposit fund, to the amount to be apportioned 
among the several school districts of the state; of which f66/)00 way 
is required to be expended by the trustees in the purchase of suitable 
books for a district library, and the residue for the payment of the wagev 
of duly qualified teachers. An-equal amount was aUo required to be raised 
by taxation on the several counties and towns, and applied to the same, 
ptu'pose. The residue of the income, after making certom appropriations 
to tne colleges and aeadeimies, was added to the capital of tni». common 
school fund. 

On the 7th of March, the Hon. Daniel D. Babvard, from the literatui'ei 
oommittee of the house, submitted amasteriy and eloquent report upon 
the general subject of public instruction, to wnich wer^et that our Hmita 
coofipel us only to advert. Many important and valnable suggestions fbr 
th'e extension and greater efficiency of our systems of popul^ educatiom 
will be found embraced in this document. lilo specific ac^on, however, in- 
accordance with the recommendations of the report was hsld. 

At the opening of the session of 1889, Gov. Sicwabd called the attention' 
of the legislature, in an especial manner, to the interests of elementary' 
public instruction; expressing his conviction of the paramount necessity 
of elevating the standard of education ; recommending l^;iBlative co-opera- 
don in the furtherance of the eSbrt to engraft the system of normal schools 
upon our institutions for education,, through the agency of the academ|,es ; 
stt'oiigly commending the district library system ; and ur^ng the indis-' 
pensable necessity of a more thorough and efficient visitation and supers 
^rision of our common schools. 

By the annual report of the superintendent, it i^peared that the number 
of organized school distripts in the state was,' at this period, 10,688 ; the' 
number of children between the ages of five and sixteen years, residing in 
the several districts from which reports had been received, 63^,749 ; and 
the number of children under instruction, 628,918 ; exceeding by 4fl^ the 
number instructed the precediv^year. 

In referenee to the act of April, 1888, appropriating the Income of th'e TTl' 
8. Deposit Fund to the purposes of education^ the Superintendent olP 
serres: V ^i 



a 

** The Mti^ Afjril Ust, after malritof eertate mp p r o p ri atitmi tt^ ihH sim^ 
port, of colleges, aca4«mi«8 end oommoft oebools, from the income oft£e 
United States Deposit Fund, provides that the residue of that income shall 
be added amniaily to the capital of the oommoo 0<^h(^ fund. The income 
of the former fiind -will amountto nearbr $260,000 per antram, and the ap* 
projmations referred to amount to f 80S,000, vis. : to the eommon echoois, 
to he applied to the pw^ment of teaohers, $110^000, and $51^,006 to the pur^ 
oluwe of eekool district libraries ; to the literstitire fond |t8,006, and to 
oolleges $15,000-; leaving a balance of abeut $00,000' to be applied to th^ 
inereafie of the Iflvt mentioned fund. Should iMs appropriation continue 
BDdbknrbed^ the ci^ital of the conmen 6cho(4 fond will, hy the year 1850, 
aasoimt to about $3,000,000^ withuut any further prevision for ite increase ; 
as the sales of lands belonging to it may be expected to yield tiTO'or ^ee 
hmndred thousand dollars/* 

On the subject of moral and religioiis instanetion in th^ several schools^ 
the Superintendent has the following sensible 'and judieiou6 remarks : 

** However desiraHe it may be to lay the foundation of common school 
eduoation in reMgious instruction, the multiplicity of sects in t\An state 
would render the accomplishment of such an obfect a work of great diffi- 
cult j^ In the state of Massacfavsette it is provided \^ law that no school 
books shall be used in any of the schools * calculated to lavor any religious 
seet.' In this state no such le^al provision has been made ; but the naturaT 
desire of every class of Christians te exclude Yrom the schools instructionr 
ki the tenets of other classes has led to the disuse, by common consent, of 
religious books of almost every deecriptibn, excepting the Bible and Kew' 
Testament, which are used in more ihok one himc&ed towns as readktg^ 
Ibooks. The sphrit'oC jealousy b^ which the schools are surromided, regard- 
ed as they are asmeet efficient ' instruments in the formation of opomons;'' 
will probably render this state of things perpetuid ; and it is of the greats 
importance^ th^efore, that^ moral instrucnon and training should constitute 
apriooipalbkwndi of the system of ed^ati(«i. No tea<m^ can receive a 
certificate of qualifiea^n'Bromthe inspectors, unlese they are satisfied 'ae 
to his moral charaeter. In this respeet the inspectors cannot be too rigiA- 
in their scrutiny. A teacher - whose moral sentmients are loose, or whose 
habits of life are irregular, is an unfit instructor for the young, whatever^ 
may be his intelleotiial acquiremeats, or his skiU in communicating knowl* 
edge. The lessons of moral truth which are taught at the domestic firesi<W 
and the examples of moral rectitude and purity which are there displayed^' 
will be in danger of losing all their benefit, if the school roo;m does not re> 
inforce them by it9 sanctions. If neither the atmosphere of the family cir* 
de, nor of the school, is free from impurity, to wluit other source can the» 
voung resort for those principles of morality which shall rehder their. Intel*. 
lectual improvement subservient to useful purposes, and without which it . 
might become an instrument to be wielded for the annoyance of their feU 
lows and for their own destruction t Though moral principles may haive.. 
their origin in the heart, it is not to be expected that their proper dev.^p-. 
ment can be effected amid the perpetual counteraction of hostile infinences*- 
Moral cultivation should, theremre, be one of the first objects of com mop* 
school instruction. The great doctrines of ethics, so far as they oencera, 
the practical rules of human conduct, receive the intuitive assent of all; 
and with them may be combined instruction in those principles of natural i 
religion, winch are drawn, from the, observation of tne works of nature^, 
which address themselves with the same oertainty to the. conviction, and, 
which carry to tlie minds of all observers irresistible evidence of the wis* 
dom, the benefitience and the power of their divine author. Beyond this^ i^i 
is questionable whether instruction in matters of religious obligation- can., 
hie carried, excepting so far as the school districts may make the Bible and. 
If «w Testament class books ; and there ean be no ground to apprehend that . 
the schools will he used, foi; the purpose of fovoriog aa^ jparticular sect or 
t^et, if these sacred writings, wiuoh ar^ th^ own-sa^\ interprejtera, .ar%. 



r«ft4 witkout any oQmt oemroent tlian eH^ m ma j te bee^asMy to explain 
and enforce^ by familiar iUurtration, the leeseiui of duty whieh tbay, 
teach. 

*' Id connexion with this wibjeet, it is highly gratifying to consider tha* 
the religious institutions of 'the country, reaching, as they do, the most se- 
questered neighborhoods, and the sabbath schools, which are almost as wide^ 
fy diffused, afford ample means of instruction in the principles and practioe 
of the Christian faith. In countries where ecclesiastical affairs are the suIk 
jeet of political regulation, there is no difficulty in making religiotis instmo*^ 
tion the foundation of education, by arrangements independest of the a^* 
tion of those whom it immediately concerns. But the policy of our law 
to leave the subject, where it may be most properly 1^ with the 
and inhabitants of the school districts.** 

In passing from the administration of Gen. Dix to that of hit suecesMnv 
it i^ scarcely necessary tO' observe that the exertions of the former, durinfl^ 
the six years in which the interests of tiie common schools were cominitted. 
to his charge, to elevate aiid expmd the system of popolar edueatioA, were 
unsurpassed by any of his predecessors. The impress of his clear, discrim- 
inating and cultivated mind, was stamped upon every feature of that sysr 
tern, and the order, arrangement and harmony which pervaded all its parts, 
were due not less to the ceaseless vigilance of its supervision thaa to the 
symmetry and beauty of the system itself. In U887 Gen. Dix, under the. 
authority of the legislature* 'coUeoted together and published a volume of 
the decisions of his predecessor and himself^ embracinff an exposition o£- 
n^arly every provision of the school aet^ and establishing* upon a permanent- 
basis, the priDci{^es of future interpretation and decision, in reference to 
those provisions. The system of district echoed libraries was als» organiaed 
and put into subcessfnl operation under his immediate auspiees ; and tohis' 
dear and convincing exposition of the principles upon which this great in" 
stitution was based^ the ends it was deogned to subserve, tad the dbtecta it: 
was capable of acoomplishmg, a large share of the success which has at* 
trended its establishment thus faCf is unqueetionahly due. 

JkdminiMtrati^n^ of John 0. Sfbko xa — 'Oounty Sup&finUfndmit-^l^Wto 184S. 

Ob the 4th of February, 18S9, the Hon. John C. Spenckb was appointed secre- 
tary of state and ^^upermtendent of Common Schools. Deeply impressed 
wim the necessity of a morff thorough and efficient supervision and inspection 
of the several scnools, his first measure was to procure the passage of a law 
authorizing 'the appointment of a County Board of Visitors, whose duty it 
should be gratuitously to visit the common schools of their county, and to re- 
port ^ him the results of such examination, together with such suggestions 
mt the improven^ent of these institutions as they might deem expedient These 
visitors were selected from among the most intelligent citizens of the several, 
coudttes, without distinction of party ; and under specific instructions from the 
department, most of the common schools of the state were visited by them, 
and a mass of valuable information respecting their condition and prosp,ects» 
aceompanied by si^^gestions for their improvement, obtained and communica- 
ted 1» the legislature. With great unanimity the plan of a county supervisioa 
liirougfa the medium of an ofncer to be appointed either by the Superintend- 
ent or by some local board, was urged upon the department and toe legisUr 
ture; and under the strong recommendation of the Superintendent, backed by 
the exertions of sevenil of the most eminent friends of popular education, 
apiong whom may be enumerated the Hon. Jabxz D. Hammond, who as early 
b8 1S85 had given to the public the details of a plan essentially similar ; tl>e 
Rev. Dr: Whitehousb, of Rochester ; FeancA Dwight, Esq , editor of the 
Ilistrict School Journal, then of Geneva.; Professor Pottee, of Union Colleee,-. 
and Jambs Wadswoeth, Escj., of Geneseo, this, project became, in 1841, by- 
the nearly unanimous action of the legislature, incorporated with onr system 
of common schools. . 

In hfs messafi^e aft llie opening of the sesoon of I^40, Gov. Seward, ifius a^d- 
tertk to the atibjebt cf el6mentiry'ediktet£0D : , ^ - 



^AUkmgboiir^tyBtcBi of pabOo •dnention id well enddwed, tend has beeti 
aincritly euooeasful^ tb«re is y6t oecaskm for the benevolent &nd enlightened 
Mtion of' the l^gislatiire. The ndTantagev of educ&tion ought to be secured to 
mxay^ especialty in our large cities, whom orphanage, thi* depravity of parents 
or scMxie form of aecident or misfortune seems to have doomed to hopeless pot- 
erty and ignorance. Their intellects are as susceptible of expansion, of im- 
Jirovement, of refinement, of elevation and of direction, as those minds which; 
.through the favor of Providence, ar« permitted to develop themselves undet 
Ihe ii^uence of bett^ fortunes ; they inherit the common lot to struggle 
against temptations, necessittes and-^ees ; tliey are to assume ilie same domes - 
tiCy social and poHtioal relations, and they ar^born td the same ultimate des- 
tiny. * • • - 

**The tfaildraaof foreigners, found in great numbers tn our poptdoos cities 
and towns, and in the vicinity of our public works, are too often deprived of 
the advantage? of our system of publtc eduealion, in consequences of prejw- 
dioes arising from difference of language or religion. It oug^t never to be 
forgotten, that the pul^ -welfare is as deeply concerned in their education as 
m that of our own children. I do not hesitate, therefore, to recommend the 
osiablishmeot of schools in which they may be instructed by teachers speaking 
die- same language with themselves, atid professing the same faith. There 
would be no inequality m ^uch a measure, since it happens from the force of 
dreumstauces, if not from choice, that the reii^on^Ulities of education are, in 
Bost instances, coiifidisd by tis to native citizens, and occasions seldom offer for ^ ' 
Ittoiat of onriiiQgnanimity, by committing that trust to persons differing from 
ourselves in language or religion. Since we hare opened our country and all 
its folnoss to the oppressed of every nation, we phall evince wisdom eqoal 
lo auch geaeroaity by qualifying their diildren for the high responsibilities df 
•tti^eiiBhip." 

From ti)6 alinual report bf ihe Superintendent it appeared that the whol^ 
Bvmber of oi^anized school districts in the state was 10,706 ; the number of 
diildren ibetween the ages of five and sixteen, residing in the several districts 
from which reports had been received, 664,'790, and the number of children 
tamgfatdtufing the year reported, 557,229-^showing an increase of 26,816 over 
the preceding year. 

On tkkd 18th of April, 1840. Hie Superintendent transmitted to the l^hda-* 
tnve the reports of the several Visitors of Common Schools appointed by him 
wader thef actbf the preceding session, accompaui«id by a condensed abstract 
of their views and suggestions, together with a full exposition of bis own, iti 
foference t9 the various propoBed improvements and modifications of the sys* 
tern* In rdaitioii to the^ inspection of the 8cho<^ the Superintendent ob' 
Serves: 

** It has already been shown to the legislature, from the official returns, thnt 
al least one half of all the schools in uie state are not yisited at all by the 
iaspeotors. The reports of the Visitors show that the examinations of the ii>* 
•peotors are alight and euper^dAl, and that no benefit is derived from them. 
Many of the Boards nnhesitatingly recommend^ the abolition of the ofllice.'*^ 
^ Tlie Superintendent is constrained to express his concurrence in the opmion 
edEpruesea by several of the boards of visitors, that the office of town inspector 
of schools is unnecessary, and rather an incumbrance on tlie administration of 
thesysteiu.^ He recoiDiimeDds the appointment of> Deputy Superiirtendents 
of common schools for each county ana expatiates upon the signal advantage 
to b^ secured to the interests of the common schools by the adoption of a 

2 stem of visitation at once so comprehensive and efficient. He dissents frottr 
views of the Visitors in reference to the expediency of establkhing normal 
selxN^ in each county for the rastrnction of .teachers; being of the opinion 
that, the existing system of academical departments for this purpose whs pre- 
Ijerable ; tod be accordingly concurs in the recommendation of his predecessor 
to incn^ase the number of those departments. He -strongly urges the est^t^ 
lishmenty under the patronage of tho stete, of a journal to be exclusively d»' 
votod to thi} proBotijOD ot edocatiM; the aitttonmenl; H praetie«bie, througfar 



^40 

the ttgafit»ti<m of^Bomfi memmX tookify qTaii omforaMj^ of text bobktf for 
the use of schools ; some adequate provisioQ for the Taeciiiatioo of children at* 
tending the common schools ; the mtrodnctioa of vocal music as a braneh of 
elementary instruction; the extension of the official term of office of the trot* 
tees of the several districts, and of commissioners of common schods, ard the 
Section of one annually : the voluntary organization of <»unty boards of edti» 
cation, and of town, county and state associations for- the improvement of 
common schoc^ education ; the. establishment in cities and populous places iOf 
schools of difff-rent grades under the charge of a local Supermteudent ; and the 
.denial of costs to inaintifiis in suit commenced against sdiool officers in earn 
where the court shall certify that the act complained of wae .performed ifl 
good fakh and in the discharge of official duty. 

On the subject of the proper preparation of teachers for. the eommen eehools, 
the Superintendent holds the following language : 

"The common school system of the state is c^parattvely of recent origin: 
The first law authorizing the e^ablishment of common schocds was p ay od 
^bout 26 years a^a In the management of the pecuniary and eoonomieal 
affairs of the distncts there is nothmg to be desired. Qreater regularity mi 
the administration of this part of the system cannot well be fancied. But ita 
defects become apparent the moment we enter the schools. All these defects 
centre in a common deficiency under which the Russian schools languished eo 
long — the want of efficient and well Qualified teachers. One of. the principal 
improvemements which have ocoupiea the attenti<m of the legislature and tkt 
friends of education during the last six years has been to supply thin defect^ 
but in the pursuit of this oonunon objeet some diversity of opinion has pro^ 
vailed with regard to the measures best calculated to aocompKsh it Some 
distinguished advocates of .the cause of popular edueation (and among these 
are found several of the chief magistrates of the state) have recommended the 
establishment of teachers' seminaxies on the j^ussian plan. The prevaifing 
opinion, however, has been in favor of departments for the education of tead^ 
ers, engrafted upon the incorporated academies of the state, with such en- 
dowments as to render them adequate to the object in view." 

" Although the proper objects of popular instruction are better imderstood 
than they have been at any previous time, the importance of the reform nw 
io progress is not, perhaps^ so generally appreciated as it deserves to be. It is 
but a few years smce common school instruction was ordinarily limited tea 
knowledge of reading, writiiiig and arithmetic. The acquisitions which are ttow 
regarded as the means of education, were then sought as its ofa^eets and end.-^ 
Ko plan of education can now be considered c<«iplete, whic^ does act embrace 
a full development of the intellectual faculties, a systematic and careful disci- 
pltne of the moral feelings, and a preparation of the pupil for the socii^ and 
political relations whieh he is destined to sustain in maoaoed. It mustbecon* 
ceded that the standard of common school education in tliis state falls far shoiri 
of the attainment of these objects. But the aim of^ts finemls is to introduce 
into the established system such improvements as shall ultimately secure theur 
accomplishment Is tlus a visionary hope ? Those whe are most familiar witk 
the practical workings of the system, believe that it is not. Hie whole refoitn 
will be accomplished by furnishing each school district with a eompeteniteacfa* 
er. The application of the remedy ^ certainly surrounded with difficulties. It 
must be accomplished by the gradual progress and influence of opinion. ^ The 
Prussian system not only prepares the tea<£er8, but compels the eeoool districte 
ti> employ them. Our whole system proceeds upon the principle of acoompUsb* 
ijag by persuasion what the Prussian effects by fonce." 

*' There is reason to hope and believe that <^nion will gradually accomphsli 
^hat it seems difficult, if not impossible, to secure by compulsory measuresi— -» 
Ho people are more quick sighted as to their true interests than the inhabatante 
<if tnis state. They cannot (ail to see that the education of their children wtQ 
1^ best secured by^ em^Joyifig competent teachers, and that the avenues to 
-^^ealth ftnd distinction, though open to all, are beset with difficulties for those 
,^^ ^^^ them without •the meotal preptmtioft which ianeceowry to jenahle^ 



lb«n.io cMteiid sneeemft^ agniait more fsrored compeiitors. These dbimc- 
tioDs may «nd doubtleas will be, tbe fruit of titne ; for they are to take the 
|3jaee of long. estaWshed opinions, which are. not often hastily eradicated. The 
■i^orm of l^e Prussian «y8tem, as has already been observed, was gradual*— t 
The teachers' senuoaries were, for many years, few in number, and were alto- 
^hcT; inadequate to eupply the schools. Our departments for the education of 
toacbers have been in operation but little more tnan three years ; and there is 
certainly much ground for encouragement in the fact that the demands of the 
aohool oifitrai^ts imon these departments, for teachers, have been greater than 
ftey have been able to supply." 

in reference to- the plan of eounty supervision tlurough the medium of local 
jiai^erintendento, he ooserves : ** A regular supervision is indispensable to the 
aoeoese of tevtiy pid»ljc or private undertaking. There is not a department of 
tiie goTemment whieh is not subject to some direct and immediate control, and 
BO ^adUvidnal. appoints an agent for the management of any business, Without 
•reserying wd ez^rctsipg a superintendence over htm. Conscious of the abso- 
lute peoeeaity of auoh a provision in the conmum school system, the framers of 
the law endeavored to secure it hy the election of town inspectors. But the ob- 
ject lias^n^l been obtained. The official reports ^kxxw to what extent even the duty 
ot simple visitAtion has been neglected. And when the nature of these visita- 
tioi^ ia fiOttfwiered, it will be obvious that if they were as frequent as might be 
^sirecL ^y eotild not accomplish the great purpose in view. To be of any 
Awt tne ia^aection of sdiools must be (inducted oy those who are competent 
jtojndge of tee quaUfications of the teacher, and of the progress of the pupils, 
\if exacrinatifins in the different studies pursued»and to suggest such improve- 
tteots and:mpdifications as will enable the student to derive tbe greatest amount 
of benefit Irom- the scboK^. Aad time must be devoted not on^ to the 8cho<^ 
«iid their masters, but to the trustees and inhabitants." *' All writers on pub- 
Jic edncatioii «ooour in the unanimous and decided opinion, that effectual in- 
spection aad.jsupervision are more essential to the proper management of 
flchools, and more indispensable to their improvement than any other agency or 
all other agendes obmbined ; and the Superintendent does not hesitate to ex- 
press his 4K»notioQ that until they are provided, all efforts to improve the con- 
dition of the tcboob, to extend the range and elevate the character of thein- 
structton in th^an, wjU be utterly hopeless. M. Cousin, the celebrated author 
on popular education, attributes the success of the achoolsin Holland almost en- 
ireiy to the constant and unremittim? inspection to which they are continually 
aubjected, and demonstrates that wherever ^ools have failed, in other countries, 
to meet ^. public expectation in the degree and amount of instruction, it has 
laeen owing. to the want of such supervision." 

On ti^ lAth of Aprilt Jo9N A. Eino, Esq., from the committee on collegee, 
academiea and oonimon schools, of the assembly, submitted an elaborate re- 
port, aooompaoied by a lull embracing substantially the improvements and 
jpodificatiops of the system recommemied by the Superintendent This bill 
passed the assembly on the 12th of May subsequently, oy a vote of fifty-eight 
to forty-seven ; but no de^itive action was haa uppn it in the senate, for want 
i>f time. * 

The foUowing are extracts from tbe message of Gov. Seward, at the openipg 
.of the season of 1941 : 

"■ The nuB^r of dnldren attending the conmion schools is about «'i7Q,O0() ; 
iad the whole niuiber of children between five and uxteen years of age, as 
nearly as can be ascertained, is about 600,000. There are' about eleven thou- 
aand common sehool districts in the state, in all of which schools are maif)t.fliy|, ^ 
ed duiing an average period of eight months in the year. Of these school ' 
districts there are very few which haye not complied with the act providkig 
ilorthe e8(ba1j4ishment of school district libraries. * * « Altnough an 
nj^icious choice of books b sometimes made, these libraries generally 
IPCltide hiatoi^ and biography, voyages. and travels, work^ on natund history 
-andthe physical ecienoes, treatises upon agriculture, commerce, manufactures 
.andjtlM af^aod jj«dicioi«i salecticnis from modem literature. Henceforth pp 



cttizen, who sti&U bave imf>rov^ 1he a<!^Mxi8ge9 ^ff^Md l^f^^iT ^dittmA 
Bdiools and the district libraries, will be without some seieDtific knowledge t>f 
the earth, its physical condition and its phenomena, the anltnalB that inhabit 
I it» the vegetables that clothe it with verdure, and the mtnemls under its sor- 
face ; the physiology and the intellectual powers of man ; tKe krws of medMuft- 
ics and their practical uses; those of cKemistry and their appUditioh to tim 
arts, the principles of 'moral and political economy; the history c>f natioM, 
and especially that of our own country ; the progress and triumph of the 
democratic principle in the governments on this continent, and thie prospeelt 
of its ascendency throughout the world ; the trials and faith^ Valor and oob- 
stancy of our ancestors ; with all the mspiring examples of ben6t'«*enoe,'Vir- 
.tue and patriotism, exhibited in the lives of the oeneAiOtors of mimbiBd. 
The fniits of this enlightened and beneficent enterprise are dUiSAy to b6 gath- 
ered by our successors. But the present generation will not bi nlfog^thet 
unrewarded. Although majiy of our citizens may pass the .dikrict- Rbrary, 
heedless of the treasures it contains, the. unpretending vohimes will findtheit 
i^ay to the Preside, di^sing knowledge, moreasing domestic hacpjnoeflB; acid 
promoting public virtue " 

' *" When the census of 1650 tlhall be taken, I trust it will shew, that withte 
tiie borders of the state of New York, there id no child of stiffioient ' yeaira 
who is unable to read and write. I am sure it will then be"a(fknowl^dged, 
that when ten years before, there were thirty tbonsand children growing iSp 
ifi ignorance and vice, a suggestion to seek them, Wherever fodra, aad wm 
them to the ways of knowledge, and virtue "by pursnasion,' sympathy «nd 
kindness, was prompted by • sincere desire !br the common good. I KB:ve no 

F'ide of opinion concerning the manner in which the edtication of those "^^iThofli 
have brought to your notice shall be secm-ed ; although I ^ight derive sat^ 
tiaction from the reflection, that amid abundant misrepres^ktatibft^ isf tb6 
, method suggested, no one has contended that it woald be inefle^Jtnail, nor has 
any other pLan been proposed. I observe, on the contrary, -^ith-iite^p regret, 
that the evil remains as oefore , and the question recurs not merely how, or 
br whom shall instruction be ^ven, but wliether itishall be given at all, or be 
Tirtogether withheld Others may be content 'with « Bystem* that erects fttfe 
schools, and offers gratuitous instruction ; but 1 trust I f hail be allowed to 
entertain the opmion, that no system is perfect that doeef not acodrnpllnh wkst 
it proposes ; that our system is therefore deficient in com^ehensiveness,^ iti tfcfe 
exact proportion of the children that it leaves un^ducftted ; that kuo#ledg«, 
' liowever acquired is better thpn ignorance ; and that neither error, accident, not* 
prejudice, ought to be permitted to deprive the stiate of the edtication of hi^ 
citiisens. Cherishing such opinions, I could not enjoy th^ eonsdeusneset of having 
discharged my duty, if any effort had been omitted wbidi #aii dilec^ated to 
bHng within the schools all who are destined to ezerdse the'ri^taof citizen- 
ship ; nor shall I feel that the system is perfect, or liberty safe, until that object 
be accomplished. Not personally concerned about such misappr^ebsions m 
have arisen, but desirous to remove every obstacle to the accomplishment of eo 
important an object, I very freely declare, that I seek the education of those 
whom I have brought before you, not to perpetuate any prejudices or distine>- • 
tions which d»'prive them of instruction, but m disregard of ^'siKih distinctions 
i^id prejudices. . I solicit their education less from sympathy than beeause the 
welfai-e of the state demands it, and cannot dispense with it As native citi- 
wng they are born ^ ^^ right of suffiragc. I ae^ that they may at least be 
taught to rend and write ; and in asking &is, I require no m<9re for them than I 
hiave dilligently endeavored to. secure to the inmates of our penitentiaries, who 
forfeited that inestimable franchise by crime ; aiid also to an unfortunate race, 
which having been plunged by us into degradation and ignorance, has been e»- 
tduded from the franchise by an arbitrary property qusdification incongruooB 
wiiii all our institutions. I have not recommended, nor do I seek^ the education 
6f any class in foreign languages, or in particular creeds or faitlis \ but fully b«- 
Having, with the author of the Declaration of independence,- that even error 
maj he safely tolerated where reason is leftiree td oomfattt it^'aad therefore 
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H aBuMui9bten6aj>#o|ple», i49flve^^ of &e entire bong jrQi^iatipii,in 

'ictfLthe ftkgnwIw.pfjTOwlpdgc^v^^ posBesSj.aiid in that tongue iii^b 19 the jaxd- 
Tersal language of our countrymen. To me, the most in^resting 0^ all pfur.re- 
'•*j pnhiieatt institaltoe , is the eo^iimoQ echooL I $eek not ttgiiUis^lv m Vfxj, man- 
-meryiUt peaceful iMklfw$id]9pus esBerdses, and least of all with cpntentions i^l^out 
h .fiaitk or foima I desire the. ledveation of all ;tbe children ia the co^tmonweoutli 
Midi maaik^tmdt virtue, leaving matters of conscience where, aocordmg ta,the 
osBBoiples 9$ mik and ijeligioiaa liberty eatftblished by our institution ai^ laws, 
futbeyn^fhftfiilly M(^" 

m hiftaiMiivalYeBDrtfor.thefNcesent year, the Superintendent strongly^nrgee 

'Abe oentiBuaBee of the departmenta for the insiruction of teachers connected 

I ni^ith the aeademies^ aad toe increase of the number of the institutions reouir- 

ied to maintain such departments, ^'l^ormal Scbods," he obeenres, "wnich 

Bte aostrong^y uiged by some, must, after all, be essentially like l^ese depart- 

tneoia ttad the, academies in which they are established. There must be a 

ulK)ard of managers or trustees, teachers, a building, books and apparatus. 

iHiese are alrea^ furnished by the existing academies, and there can oe no in- 

- ^iraasic defect in them which shoald pireyeni their being made as useful ai^.any 

iKirmal schools. The diange of name will not change the real nature of the 

• institation. The sum of money which would be requisite to purchase ground, 

> eveetbuildingaforene ncomal school, and fit them for the puntose, womd ena- 
Ue at leaetten aeademies to maintain similar schools in buildings already.pre- 

- fnved, and imder nomagers aU^eady organized. . The Superintendent does not 
-i.BMan to midec-rate those sdtoola, nor to depreciate the benevolent motiyes of 

i these who. recommend them. He acknowledge and indeed earnestly urges, 

• I Ahi», inestimable -valne. and. absolute necessity of institutions in which our youth 
ui-Biay. be prepared Uai^ business of teachmg. But he would use the means 

J -we alreaydy nave at hand for the purpose without incmring what seems to ^im 
theseedless. eEi|wnse of providing others of a similar c&acter. Qe ymild 

. respectfully recommend the extension of the public patronage to all tlTe acad- 
emies in the state, to enable them to establisn teachers' departments, and in 
those coanties where there are no academies, the establishment of normal 

- aehools. For the latter puipose there might be a provision, authorizing the 
boards of supervisors in sudi coimties to raise the necessary sums to procure 
.floitable groimda and erect proper buildings ; and upon their being completed- 
appropriating from the funds of the state a sufficient sum to employ compe 

< tent teachers. ** He, however, remarks in conclusion, " One model school or 

.more might be advaotageoudy established in some central part of the state, 

to which teachers and t£oee intending to become such might repair, to acquire 

the best methods of conducting our common schools." 

Professor Ponxa, of Union College, who, at the request of the department, 

> had visited and personally inspected during the year 1 840,several of the teachers' 
departments connected with the academies, submitted a ver^r able report of the 
reeult of his examination closing with the following suggestion : " I would sug- 
gest wheth^ some means might not be adopted for training a class of tefich- 
ers with more especial reference to country common schools, and to primary 
schools in Tillages and cities — teachers whose attainments should not extend 
much beyond the common English branches, but whose minds should be awak- 
ened by proper influences — ^who should be made familiar by practice with the 

' ^f best modes of teaching, and who should come under strong obligations to teach 
for at least two <a three years. In Pnlisia and France normal schools are sup- 
ported at the pnblio expense ; most of the pupls receive both board and tuition 
gratuitously ; but at me close of the course they give bonds to refund, the 
whole amount received, unless. they teach, under the direction of the govem- 
vment, for a certain number of years. That such schools, deyoted exclusively 
to the prqnratiQo of teachers, have some advantages ovm* any other method, is 
». aofficently apparent from the experieiiee of <>ther nations v and it haa occurred 
it teiine thai as a 8Mp|>/emoitory to our present i^stem, the e^tabliahme^^ 
'^ihie atobt might be oninentiy. usefuL If .placed is)d^. pirPper auspice^, and lo- 

4 
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eafted near IIm oftpiiol, wBero it 00^ enjoy ilid mipNr^^ 

oat of Oommoii Schools, and be yisited hr fbe mei]aben of the legnlntnra^ it 

might contribute in manj ways to raise the tone of instnietion thiDughoiit tlie 

state." 

The Superintendent renewed his reoommendatioo of sodi a modificatioa of 
the common school system,, as was suggested in his report of the prececbi^ 
year. He contrasts the present situation of the schods with their oonditifOii 
in 1816, the number of organized and reporting districts having increased fvam 
t,681 to 10,897 ; the number of children instructed from U0,'706 to 572,995 ; 
and the amount paid from the treasury towards defrajing the oompensatioa of 
teachers from $46,898 to 1220,000 ; and after referring to the fact that txlh,- 
000 were annually distributed in taxes, and nearly $500,000 on nite-bills, for 
^e support of the schools, observes, " A people who have thus freely expend- 
ed their money and appropriated their private means for the education of thek 
children, to an amount nearly double the expense of administering the goyem- 
ment cannot with any truth or justice, be said to be indifferent to the subjeci. 
And when we find thirty thousand trustees of school districts gratuitously ren- 
dering their services, and making their returns with order, regularity and 
promptitude, we ought not to deny their appreciation of the value of the labor 
m which they engage, nor their merit in performing it It is no slight proof 
of the value of a system which is thus administered without compulsion. Ita 
fruits are seen in tne education of one-fourth of an entire population, and of 
Dearly every child of a proper age for the primary sdiools ; in the advance of 
the wages paid to teachers,. a clear indication that a higher degree of taksnt is 
employed and appreciated ; and in the interest almost universaliy excited among 
^ onr fellow -citizens of every class, in the success of the effort. StiU, like every 
other htiman institution, it b susceptible of constant improvement Tins is not 
to be accomplished by sudden changes which derange the machinery, and which, 
when effected, will probably be found to require alteration ; and least of all by 
those schemes whicn are so comprehensive as to be incapable of practical exe- 
cution. Amendments, when experience has indicated their necessity, may be 
mdually incorporated in the system, without obstructing it And the intro- 
duction of new elements to aid, invigorate and sustain what we have, and in 
keeping with it, will be more likely to accomplish their purpose than if t^ey 
were antagonistic to what is already established." 

Un the 26th of May, 1 841, the legislature, by a nearly unanimous vote, pas- 
sed the act drawn up by Mr. Spencer, and reported by the literature commit- 
tees of the two houses, providing for the appointment by the ^ board of super- 
yisors of each county, biennially, of a County Superintendent of common schools, 
charged with the general supervision of the interests of the several schools un- 
der bis jurisdiction. The various powers, functions and duties of this officer, 
will hereafter be more particularly adverted to. The number of town inspect- 
ors of schools was reduced to tyo; the qualiBcations of voters at scliool district 
meetings, specifically defined ; provisions made for the establishment of sdiools 
for the instruction oi colored children ; a subscription for so many copies of a 
monthly periodical exclusively devoted to the cause of education, as should 
supply each district in the state, authorized ; and various minor^mendmenti in 
the details of the system made. 

Under this act, County Superintendents were appointed in the various coun- 
ties of the state ; and under full and ample instructions from tlie Superintend- 
ent, entered in the succeeding winter upon the discharge of their ofRdaX duties. 
B. S. Randall, then a clerk in the department, was appointed by Mr. 'Spencer, 
general Deputy Superintendent, in accordance with one of the provisions of 
&e act. 

By an ordinance of the Regents of the University, of the 4th of May, 1 841, 
the sum of $300 was directed to be annually apportioned to two academies in 
each of the Senate districts, for the maintenance of the departments for the 
education of teachers of common schools ; in addition to which seven other ae- 
aden\ies were provided with similar departments, under the act of 1888, requi- 
ring their establisluaent in ewery institution reoe|ving a share of the literature 
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fond equal to $100 per amram. In October of this year Mr. Spencer was 
traasfemd to a seat in the Cabinet, as Seoretarj of War ; and hj a prorinoa 
m the^iel of 1841, above referred to, the duties of Superintendent of Oommon 
Schools deyolved upon his general deputy, until the yacancy was filled by the 
legislature in the month of February ensuing. 
Of the energy, ability and transcendent success with which the brief admin- 

. ktration of Mr. Spnroica was conducted, it would be superfluous here to speak. 
The value and importance of the reform effected under'his auspices, and chief- 

. It through his indefatigable .exertions, in the system of common schools, by 
the adoption of the phm of local supervision through the agency of County 
Superintendents, will be best appreciated by the fact that every successive 
legislature since convened, through every mutation of party, has, with unex- 
ampled unanimity, sanctioned and sustained the system so devised and matur- 
ed: that the practical operation of that system has immeasurably elevated 
the condition of the common schools throughout the state, advanced the stand- 
ard of popular education, enlisted the efficient cooperation of an enlightened 
public sentiment, and laid the foundations for that universal diffusion of know- 
ledge, which under the. guidance of sound moral and religious principles, is 
destined to sustain, and we would fain hope, to perpetuate, the fabric of our 
free institutions. ' 

On the 5th of January, 1842, the- acting Superintendent, (S. S. Randall) 
transmitted to the legislature the annual report required from the department^ 
from which it appeared that the whole number of school districts in the state^ 
was 1 0,886 ; the number of children between the ages of five and sixteen, resi- 
diu!^ in the several districts from which reports had been received (exclusive of 
the city of New York.) 583,347, and the number of children under instruction 
f 03,583, being an increase of 30,588 over that of the preceding year. 

Administration of Samuel Young — Toton Superintendents^ Normal School 

and Teachers* Institutes— :IS^2 to 1846. 

On the Yth of February succeeding, the Hon. Samuel Young, of Saratoga, wa s 

3 (pointed Secretary of State and Superintendent of Common Schools ; and in 
ay following he met the several counW superintendents in convention at 
Utica, and possessed himself of a thorough acquaintance with the deta:ls and 
practical operations of the system whch he had been called upon to supervise. 
In his first ani^ual report, (Jan 12, 1843) he reci^mmended the reduction of 
the academical departmental for the education of teachers of common nchools 
to four, and the appropriation of a sufficient sum to establish and maintain a 
normal school at the seat of government, where it might be subjected to the 
immediate supervision as well of the department as of the repreeentativeeof 
the people durinsc the sessions of the le^^islature ; the abolition of the offices of 
commissioner and inspector of common schools, and the substitution of a town 
superintendent ; the extension of the official term of trustees of school districts 
to three year^, one to bo elected anftiually ; the vesting of appellate powers in 
the first mstance in the several county superintendents ; the perpetuation of the t 
district library system, with suitable modifications and restrictions, and various ' 
other incidental and minor reforms of the system : most of which, with tJie ex- 
ception of that portion relating to a normal school, in pursuance, of his sugges- 
tions, an 1 on an able and argumentative report from Mr. Hulburd, of St. Law- 
rence, chairman of the conmiittee on colleges, academies and common schools, of 
the assembly, were incorporated by the legislature in the act of April 16, 1848, 
At this period the number of school districts had attained the number of 10,893 ; 
the numl)er of children between 5 and 1 6, residing in the several reporting dis- 
tricts, was 6JI,765, and tlie whole number under in-ttruction 598,749. I'be Su- 
perintendent acknowledges a ** decided predutposition " on his accession to of- 
noe, '*to exercise whatever influence he might possess" for the abolition of 
the system of county supervisioa But after attending the convi'ntion of coun- 
ty superintendents, and possessing himself of a thorough acquaintance with the 
previous defects and present advantages of that system, he thus sums up the 
4Maduaions to which he had arrived : 
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^ i^^^ toperi n tdndente properly qittUfied for the dbefaaig^ ofiieir^fiaie- 
' lims, p<ieo(wefaig a ocmipetent knowledge of the moral, mtelecttilJ, and phyBi^ 
' '^al edeboeS) ftuouliav withldl the moSxn. ImproyemeBtB in eleitieiker^ intnic- 
tion, and earnestly intent on elevating the eondiiioii^^of our ooounon boho^lsy. 
- oah do nmdi mbre to iooomphsh this desinihle reeidt, than all theother offi- 
cers eonnetcted with the system. Acting on a broader theatre, they canjber- 
form more effidently all tmtt supervision which luis beretoforo been so d^Iera- 
• l>ly neglefcled, or badly executed. The system of deputr snnermtendents is 
capable of seeming, and can be nmde to secme, the foliowmg objects : 

" It can produce a comi^te and efficient supervision of all the schools of ihe 
state, in reference as weu as to their internal inanagement^ as to &eir ezterhal 
details: 

'* It can be made to unite all th^ schools of the state into one greai G^rstem ; 
nbikmg the advancement <^ each the ambition of all ; f umislung each with ^e 
means of attfuning the highest standard of practical excellence, by eommtbiiea- 
tiDg to it every improvement discovered or suggested in every or any of the 
others: . 

** It can do^much towards dissipating the stolid indifference which paralyses 
many portions of the community, and towards arousing, enlightening and enlist- 
ing public sentiment, in the great work of elem^itary mstruction, by systematic 
and peripdicad appeals to the inhabitants of each school district, m the form of 
lectures, adifresses, die 

** It can be made to dismiss from our schools all immoral and incompetent 
- teachers, and to secure the services of such only as are qualified and emcient, 
' thereby elevating the grade of the schoolmaster, and infusing new vitality into 

thesduK^ 
; ** An attentive examination of the interesting reports of the deputy superin- 
tendents will dearlv show that the accdmplislunent of Several ot the most im- 
portant of these objects is already in a state of encouraging progression. 

** In these times of commercial paralysis, monetary pressiure and impending 
taxation, superinduced by causes which were cleaiiy foreseen, and might easi- 
ly have been obviated, it is very far from the intention of the Superintendent 
to advocate ai^ system whi(^ shall add weight to the existing burdens of the 
' community. Instead of this, it will be manifest tiiat the system of deputy su- 
perintendents can be made to supersede official duty heretofore badly perfonn- 
ed, and taxation Heretofore imposed with little resulting utility, to an amount 
greatly exceeding the expenses of this system." 

Gov. BouoK, in his annual message to the legislature of 1844, Ihus alludes 
to the condition and |»rospects of the common sdiooUi : 
** No interest of the State is entitled to a more favorable regard, or a greater 
' share of attention at the hands of the legislature, than that of public instruc- 
tion. The intellectual and moral culture of the six or seven hundred thousand 
' children who are speedily to succe'ed the generation now on the stage of ac- 
tive life, and to assume the duties and responsibilities, as well of government as 
of sode^, in all its' departments, involves, in its consequences, the existence 
and destinies of the Republic itself, and cannot be neglected without danger 
to the vital interests of free institutions. The elementary education of the 
. youth of the state has attracted the attentign, and occupied a prominent posi- 
tion in the policy of, the executive and legislative departments, from a very 
early period of our existence as a state. A perpetual fund, the revenue of 
' which, for several years past, has secured an annual apportionment from the 
the treasury, for the benefit of the common schools, of $110,000, has been ^pe- 
i cifically appropriated, by a provisicm of the constitution, to this object ; and 
I since the year 1889, the additional amount of $165,000 has annually beoQ ap- 
-| propriated, by the liberal and enlightened policy of the state, from the reve- 
' nue of the United States Deposite Fund, to the same bbjeet, and to tl^ pro- 
^ cUrement of common school libraries in the several school districts of the 
' state. An amount in the aggregate equal to these two sums ($275,000) is re- 
qmred to be annually raised upon the taxaUe pr&perty in the several towns ; 
and the proceeds of this fund, augmeilted^y nearly an equal amount^ contribu- 
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ted hj the inhabitants of the several districts, on rate bills, by Tarioos local 
iiqida,tSuiid by^ sums yolimtanly 1nMd for this popose b^ dtt iidiabhahts^ < 
Iha ibwnsyjure^ applied ezdosively to the payment of die waffes of compeitciii * 
and approved teadiers, and to the pnn^aae 6f suitable books for the s(diool»l^ 
diolnoi libmriee. ^ 

"** The substitution of a single officer, charged with the supervisioii of the 
oonmon schools of each town, for the Board of Oommisaoners and inspectors 
fomierlj existing, in connection with the superrisory and appellate powers of * 
the sereral county Superintendents, as defined by the law df the last session, 
seems to have met with the p;eneral approbation and concurrence of the peo- 
ple. Conventions and associations of the friends of education have, dur- 
mgtiie past year,, been hdd in ahnost every section of the stat^, inHicatiny a 
concoitration of interest, and a direction of effort to this great subject, which 
omnot fail of producing the most salutary residts. The standard of qualifioa- 
Uou of teadbers has been materiallj^ advanced ; parents and the people gener- 
ally manifest an increased interest in the welfare and prosperify of th^ ele^ 
mentto^r institutions of learning ; and tiiere are the most abundant reasons ' 
for antjcipaiing a steady and continued improvement in all the elements of our 
extended system of common school education.*' 

Hiere were in the state, as appears by the annual report of the Superin* 
tendent^ (Jan. 18, 1844) 10,876 organized school districts, 6*70,996 chudrea 
between the ages of fire and sixteen, exclusive of those residing in the city 
of New York; and 66'7,'782 children taught during the year. ** Wemsy*^ 
reasonably,'' observes the Stmeriateodent, ^* congratulate ours^ves upon iinb 
aooesnon of a new order of things, in relation to the practical workings of- 
oiff system. l%Tough the medium of ah efficient, county and town super-' 
vision, we have succeeded not only in prepsrii^ the way for a oorpe of* 
teaehere thoreoghly competent to communicate physical, mtelleotint an4 • 
moral instructioa-^themselves enlightened and capable of ehlij;htening 
their pi;pil8*-but aUo in demolishii^ the numerous barriers which have - 
hitbartp prevented all intercommumoation between the several districts* ' 
An extended feelioff of interest in the condition and progress of 1^ s<diool: 
has been awakened ; and in additioa to tiie periodical ins|>^tion of ti» ^ 
ooonty and toWn superintondendents, the trustees and inhabitants are now, ' ' 
in many portions of the state, beginning to visit the schoob of their di*'' 
trtets ; striving to ascertain their advancement ; to enoourage the exertiomi 
of teachers and pupls^ and to remove evjBry obstacle restuting from their'- 
previous indifference. Incompetent teachers are beginning to find t^ 
avenues to the common school dosed against them ; and m% demand on 
the part of the districts for a h^er grade of instructcn^ is creating a 
supply of enli^tened educators, adequate to the task of advancing the ' 
youitluul ipaind in its incipient efforts to acquire knowledge. The impetus 
thus communicated to the schools of one town and oounly, is speedily: 
diffhsed to those of others. Through frequent and periodical meetinigs of 
town and county associations of teachers and friends of education, t}i9 
improvements adopted in any one district are made known to all; and; 
the ejqperienec, observations and suggestions ci eadi oounty Superintendent, ' 
annuaUy ooi ' 
stream 
of its formier' 
conaideraUe porti<Hi of tiie state! 

** The rraorts of the severid oounty Snperintondents exhibit unequivocal 
evidence of effiicent exertions on tineir part, in the performance of the res-^ 
pootsible duties assi^^ned them by law and by the instructions of thift< ' 
department. To their efforts is to be attributed, to a very neat extent, the ' 
revolution in pubHo sentiment, by which the district school from being the^ ' 
object of geneHEd aversion and reproach, begins to attract the attention and'- 
regard of alL To their enlightened labors for the elevation and advance-' 
ment of these elementary instituti<Ris, we owe it in a great measure, th«t 
new and improved modes of teaching, of government aim of discipline have^ 




BiiCo««ded in a very large proportion of tke districts, to those whiefa have 
hiiherio prerailed ; that a ni^ner grade of qualifications for teachers haa 
been almost nniversallj required ; that parents haye been induced to Tisit 
and take an interest in the schools ; that private and select schools haTa 
been to a considerable extent discountenanced, and the entire energiAi of 
the inhabitants of districts concentrated on the district school ; and thai 
the importance, the capabilities and extended means of usefulness of theM 




. _. reposed in them by 

lature and the people, and justified the anticipation of the friends of wxl- 
tion." 

The attention of the friends of Common School Education was npw power- 
fully and systematically directed to the subject of a State Normal School 
{or the proper instruction and preparation of teachers. To this end, Mr. 
HuLBuan, of St. Lawrence, who was again at the head of the Ass^nbly 
OoBunittee on Colleges, Academies and common schools, yisited, during the 
early part of the session, the several Normal Schools of Massachusetts oV 
served their parctical working, made himself thoroughly acquainted witii 
the principles upon which they were founded, and collected a valuabla' 
body <4 inn>rmati<m in r^ard to the gener^ history and specific (^>eratioika 
of sunilar institutions in £urope. 

Oi the 22d <^ March, he submitted an elaborate and eloquent report^ 
embracing the entire subject, reviewing the legislation of the State in refer- 
&iee to me various appropriations j^^de fr<»n the literature fund, to the 
several Academies, for tne purpose of organizing and establishing Teachers 
D^Murtments ; showing that these instituticms were wholfy incomptept to 
Bx^pij the demand for competent teachers, throughout the state ; givioff 
a ooncise history of the origin and progress of Norm^ Schools m Europe aaa 
Am«ica, with a detailed account of their operations in Massachusetts ; and 
strongly, recommending the appr<^»iati<m from the incoine of the literatura 
I^Hid <» $9,600 for the establishment, and $10,000 annually therei^ter for 
the support and maintenance of a State Normal School, to be located in 
the city of Albany, for the education and proper preparation of teachers of 
common schools, of both seces, and to be composed of pi^ils selected from 
the several counties of the state in propcnrtion to the representatiim of such 
counties in the popular branch of the Legislature. 

After a full recapitulation of the previous legislation of the state, in refer- 
ence to Academical Departments for the instruction of teachers the com- 
mittee observe: 

** It win appear that the principal reliance of the friends and supporters 
of the common sdux^s for an adequate sup^dy of teachers has, from a very 
early period, been upon the academies — ^tnat the inability of the latt^ to 
Bupidy this danand, induced, in 182'7 an increase of $160,000 of the fund 
ap^cable to their support, fmd this (or the express purpose oi enabling them 
to aecomplish this object : that the R^ents of the University, the guiotiians 
of these mstitutions, characterized this increase of the fund as an unwonted 
«nd extnuHrdinary act of liberality on the part of the state towards them — 
explicitiy rcco^iized the condition, or rawer the avowed ^cpectations on 
which it was granted — ^accepted the trust, and undertook to perfoirm those 
conditions and to fulfil those expectations : that, to use the lan^naffc of one 
of the Superintendents, ** the design of the law was not sustamed by the 
measures necessary to give it the form and effect of a system ; " tliat to 
remedy this evil, one academv was specially designated in each Senate dis- 
trict, with an endowment of $600 to provide the necessary means and facil- 
ities of instruction, and an annual appropriation of $400 for the mainten- 
ance of a department for the education of teaeha's, and soon afterwards tiie 
sum of $28,000 add«d to the literature fund from the avails of the U. S. 
Deposit fund while eight additional academies were required to organise 
ana maintain similar departments : that finally the number of these depart* 
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m —l fl WM aagmeaC^d to tv«ntj-tbree^ and ^very «x€rti<m putlbrth to 
•eeor^ the great results origiiuil^ contemplated in ^eir establiflnment ; and 
thai in the judgment of eueeeesive Supermtendents of common echools, the 
Regents of the Uniyersitj, and the most eminent and practical friends of 
ddneation throu^ut the state, these institutions, whether considered in the 
aggregate or wiQi reference to those specially designated from time to time, 
Ibr the performance of this important anty of supvj^ing the common schools 
with competent teachers, have not succeeded in the accomplishment of Uiat 
olrieet. Having, thereftnre, to revert aeain to the language of the Superin- 
tendent before referred to, " proved madequate to me ends proposed ; ** 
may not now '* a change of plan be insisted on, without being open to the 
ohf ection of abandoning a system which has not been fairly t^ted V* And 
have the aeademies any just reason to complain if they are not longer per- 
mitted to enjoy undiminished the liberal appropriation conferred upon them 
by the state far a specific object — an object which they have not oeen able 
satis&ctorily to accomplish I " 

The committee then proceed minutely to trace the origin, progress and 
practical operation of I^rmal Schools in Europe and in this country, and 
after a g^eral discussion of their appUcability and expediency under the 
peculiar circumstances which exist m our own state, and the recommenda- 
ticn of an appropriation lor the organization and support of a Normal School 
at the seat of government, for the education and training of teadiers, 
observe : 

** It will be noticed that the committee speak of the establishment of one 
Normal School : Did our present means seem to warrant it, the committee 
would, with confidence, recommend the immediate establishment of at lea$t 
ime in each of the eight Senatorial diatricta. If one is now established, and 
that is properly endowed and organized, there cannot be a doubt that not 
odIj one wul bl called for m each of the eight Senatorial districts, but in a 
brief period very many of the huge counties wiU insist upon having one 
estabuflhed witmn their limits, ^e establishment of one is but an expm- 
ment — if that can be called an experiment, which for more than a century 
has been in operation, without a Imown failure— which, if successful, will 
lead the way for several others. It is believed that several of the Acade- 
mies no:w in operation can and will be ccmverted into Normal Seminaries, 
when the penod arrives for the rapid imjurovement of edncati<m ; in this 
way there will be no loss of academic investment, and the great interest of 
the public will be as well or better Subserved than they are at present 

** The committee believe t^e experiment should lie tried at the Capi- 
tal ; if it cannot be tested in the presence of all the people, it should dc 
before all the representatives of the people. As a government measure, 
it is untried in this state ; the result, therefore^ will be of deep interest. 
Here at each annual session of the legislature, can be seen for what and 
how the puUic money is expended ; here can be seen the exhibition of the^ 
piqnls of the Seminary and <^ the Model Scl^l ; here, if unsuccessful no 
report of interested officials can cover up its fiulure, or prevent the abandon- 
mant of the experiment ; here citizens from all parts of the state, who resort 
to the Capital during the session of the le^slature, the terms of the courts, 
At^ can nave an opportunity of examining the workings of the Kormal 
sehiodl system, of learning the best method of teaching, and all the improve- 
ments in the science and practice of the art ; those who in the spring and 
autumn^ pass through the citv, and to and from the Qreat Metropolis, and 
those who from all parts of the union make their annual pilgrimage to the 
Fountain of Health, will pause here to see what the Empire State is doing 
to promote the education of her peojde." 

On the seventh of May, succeeding, the bill reported by the Committee 
was passed into a law, by which the sum of $9,600 was appropriated for 
the &8t year, and $10,000 annually for five years thereafter and until other- 
wise directed by law, for the establishment and support of a Normal school 
to be located at Albany, and to be under the supervision, management and 
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diteetibh df the SitiJ«ri]it<liidMt of ^soMMW mIhm^ aotd* Vk» •Sif^iilff'Of 4l»ff 
Univirsity.^lko tr«r« sUthorized aikl required, frotoi tiMe to ttee^' to tiuiM«' 
aU^needftil rul^l^ and tegtdatiotte'; to &t the nuffiber =ftiid oealp«DMti«i <tf^ 
teikclierij^d othei^ to be eid|(loyed th^ein ; to preMribe the |>r41imiii«9''^ 
exibnUmtioti and th^temLAaiad conditknaon wUshihe poplU- ehoiilli'W^ 
reetiVed and instraotted'; toaippeirtiMi sadi ptxpiU ameni^'ttie' respeotiTV 
cotmti^, confbnnW as nearly ad mi^ be to tbs ratio of 'popidatbii ; and 
gecrar ally, to provide in all things for the good goy^mine&t and mmM^^- 
ment of the sehool. The^ were also required to anoint an executive ooik' 
mittee, consisting of fire persons, one of whom should m all eases be the Stato^ 
SutNnintendent of donnnon sehools, to whom the immediate govorftmeai 
ana direction of the instifcutioB should be committed, subject to such general^ 
rules ss the Regents might prescnbe, and whose duty it should' be- to maice. 
fuH' and detffiled rep<^s vom time to time to tlM SuperintendeDit aii4l ' 
R^ents, and to recommend su^ rules and regulations aft they might deeni' ■ 
proper for the schooL The Superintendent and Regents were likeinaA 
required annually to transmit to the legislature, an account of their pro- 
ceedings and ezpenditured. 

In pursuance of this act, the Reg^otts of the Umversity, |Hx>oeeded on th» " 
1st of June Uiereafter, to the appointnient of an ExeeutiTe OommHtee^ 
consisting of the Superintendent of common schools (OoL YoTOro) Rcfr^ 
AtoNzo PorrBft,^Rey. William H. Oavtsbll, Hon. Oedbost HAWiJir and* 
Francis Dwioht,^ Esq., who held their first meeting on the 20th of Jun«a 
Having obtinned firom the corpoval^yn of the city of Albany, tiiel leaae for 
five years of a commodious building for the use of the school, t^iAy adopted' 
the necessary measures {br its organization and estabH^oment, WJr^tEietfling^ 
the' Board of Supervisors oftiie several cotmties, to appoint on Uieootninafekiit^ 
of the county Superintendents, a ntanb^ of pupils^ corresponding to thdr* 
r^pekitive representation in the Assembly ; W the appointment of David • 
P^ rXOK, of Newburvport, Mass., as Principal, ($bokoe K P^ftxnrs) of Utte;> 
as Professor of Mamematies, FBSDsaiOK I. Ilslbv, of Albany bm teaohet^of 
Music, and J. B. Howard, of Rensselaer, as teaeW of Drawing ; aoad- by^' 
making such general rules and regulations as they deemed expedient aiMl 
necessary, in reference to the course of study, management and^disoipline^oC 
the school. On the 18th of December, tiie school was opened, b^ a puUkf 
address from the Superintendent of common schools. Twenty^mne pu^a • 
only were in attendence; this number, however, speedily inweaaed tO' 
upwards of one hundred; and an* experimental or model 8<»io^: was at the* 
odnmxeneement of the second term, attaehed to the institntion, OMnprising 
upwards of a hundred children of botii sezee. 

At the opening of the session of the legislature of 1846, Qor. WmfeOBf, io 
his annuid message to both Houses, thus adverted to tiie eutjeot^ nflWiiioti 
sdiool education : 

^ No public fund of the state is so unpretending, yet so all p6rymding-b-<ao« 
little seen, jfet so universally felt — so mild it its ezactioBB, yet so bcmntiftit' 
in its benefits — so litUe feared or courted, and yet so powerfol, as-tibis IMl 
foi: the support of common schools. The ot^r fumls act upon the secuUnr 
interests of society, its business, its pleasures, its pride, its passionS) its' vi» 
ces, ii^ misfortunes. This acts upon its mind and its morals. Edneation.ia. 
tree institutions what bread is to human life, tlie staff of their eziateniMi 
le office of this fond is to open and warm the soil, and sow the seed fipooar- 
lich this element of freedom must grow and ripen into matuHty ; aa4 the* 
health or sickness of the growi^ will measure the extent and security of onn 
liberties. The thankfulness we owe to tibiose who have gone before ua, lor 
the institution of this fund, for its constitutional proteOtteiH and for its sa^e 
and prudent administration hitherto, we can best re^iay by imitating their 
example and improving upon their work, as the increased meate platedm'' 
our bandei shall ^ve us the ability. 

^ '' Few, if any instances, are upob record in vf^ah a fWl of tMs deeorip- 
ti^ has been administered, and its botmties dispensed tti^ugh; a period of j 



(by^ years, with soiew eiupiciona, acousationA, or oomplfunt9 of the inter: 
ferenoe of either political or religious biases to disturb the equal balance by 
which its benefits ehoiuld be extended to our whole popul^ion. This shojold';' 
continne a» it has been. Our school fiind is not instituted to nmke our 
children and jouth either partisans in politics, or sectarians in religion ; but 
to ffiye them education, mteUigence, sound principles, good moral habits, 
and a free and independent spirit ; in si^ort, to make them American free- 
men and Am^can citizens, and to qualify them to judge and choose^ for 
themselves in matters of politics, religion and government. Such an ad- 
ministration of the frmd as shall be ctdculated to render this qualification. "\ 

the inost perfect for the mature minds, with the fewest influences tending ^ . 
to.bias the judgment or incline the choice, will be the most consonant wit£ 
our duties, and with the best interests of our constituents. Under such an 
administrafaon, education will flourish most and the peace and harmony of 
society be best preserved." 

From the annual report of the Superintendent, (Col. Toung) it appeared, 
that the whole number of school districts in the state, was 10,990 ; the whole 
number of cluldren between the ages of five and sixteen, was 696,548 ; the r 
number of (^dren of all ages, actually taught in the common schools during 
the year reported, '709,166, or more tian 60,000 beyond ^e number taught 
during the preceding year ; the amount paid for teachers' wages $992,222 ; 
of which $447,666 was raised on rate-bills ; the amount paid for library ptir-l 
poses $94,950.64 ; and the number of volumes in the several district ubrar-" 
ries 1,038,896. 

"A more just appreciation on the part of the pubUe,** observes the Su- 
perintendent, in concluding his report, " not only of the importance of ade- 
quate intellectual and moral culture in our common schools, but of the re- 
sponubilities of teachers, is beginning to prevail. There is much in the 
prospect thus opened to us, cheering and encouraging to the friends of free . 
institutions; to the friends of education, and of civil, social and moral ^o- 
gress. The great idea of education, in Its most comprehensive acceptation, 
Cimsists in tnat development, culture and discipline of all the &culttes of - 
our naiaire, which shaU. fit us for the highest sphere of usefulness, and the. . 
bluest degree of enjovi^ent of which that nature, in the circimiBtan<ies hy, 
which we are surrounoed, is susceptible. 

" This eonoeption of that preliminary training which is to give us thd 
complete and efficient control of the energies, physical and moral, of onr 
common humanity, has at length, it is to be hoped, assumed its place as the 
foundation of the science of elementary instruction. Institution fpr tho , 
preparati^ of teachers upon the most approved models, are already diflhsing^ '^ 
hr and. wide, a more enlightened and practical system of mental culture, 
by furnishing to the schools instructors of a high grade of qualifications, in- '. 
teUeotual and moral ; and these instructors, in. their turn, communicate ele- 
ments of knowledge and the means of self-improvement, to the pnpHs com- 
mitted to theii' cl^ge. The general substitution of hnovoledge for the par- 
rot-liko rote, by whi3i a vigorous and retentive memory was made the prin^* 
cipal test of mental capacity, may be regarded as one of the strongest Indi- 
cations of the prevalence of sounder princijdes, and of a progressive revolu- 
tion in the theory and practice of education. 

'^ These are the principal agencies throup[h whose united influence ouT 
common schools have imbibed that spirit of improvement which is percepti- 
ble in nearly every section of the state, and which must ultimately renovate 
our entire system of public education, and exert a beneficial influence upon 
all our institutions, civil, social and political. In the late strongly contested 
election for the chief ma^strate of tne United States, the result was deter- 
mined for good or for evil, by 237,600 votes cast in this state ; and the re-, 
suit will, doubtiess, eventuate in a course of measures which will affefet, 
beneficial^ or otherwise, the interests of some twenty millions^ of human, . 
beings, for a series of years to come. The whole number of children now. 
yjif^d^ the course of instruction in the common schools of this state, exceeds' ' 
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700,000 ; eetimating one-half of this number as females, and maldng a siaQ 
fiffther deduction of 100,000, or one-seventh of the whole, for removal j&rom 
the state, death, or inability from any other cause, to discharge the dutiM 
appertaining to the citizen — and we have remaining 250,000, who, n-jpoD. a 
reasonable estimate will, within a less period than fifteen years, emerge from 
our common schools invested with all the functions of popular sovereignty ; 
a number exceeding by upwards of 12,000 that which has recently given to 
tiie Union a Chief Magistrate. 

** On the flourishing condition of our schools repose the hopes of th« 
TOesent and the destinies of the future. Without a sound, moral and intel- 
lectual education, the Timctions of sdf government can neither be duly 
appreciated nor successfully maintained. The constitution of several of 
the South American Republics appeared theoretically to secure human 
liberty. ' But paper provisions are powerless unless they are also impressed 
on the hearts, and combined with the intelligence of the people. Without 
an accurate knowlede of their rights and duties, and a determination to 
maintain them, no community can long be free ; and the melancholy trutk 
that the South American Republics have fallen into revolutionary decrep- 
itude, and degenerated into military despotisms, affords to us an impressive 
admonition. Indeed without going beyond our own borders, premonitions 
of an anti-social spirit— of insubordination to the law — of c(»nbining to 
per^trate violence, riot, incendiarism and murder — are sufficiently alarm- 
ing m their rapid increase during the last few years. If the same spirit 
pervaded the majority of the community, the existing government would 
be at an end ; and as human society cannot exist without a superintending 
power of protection, the aid of some more energetic and despotic form of 
government would necessarily be invoked to administer justice, to maintain 
order, and to shield the poor from the exactions of the rich, — ^the weak from 
the aggressions of the strong. 

** The great extent of the American Republic — ^its rapidly increasing 
population — the diversity of habits, pursuits, productions, and interests, 
some of which are regarded as hostile to otiierft — render necessary at tJl 
times, the cultivation of a liberal spirit of forbearance and conciliation. 
Without the diffusion of education, such a spirit, in sufficient strength to 
maintain harmony, cannot exist. It may be safely affirmed, that there is 
now no people of equal numbers on the face of the earth, who, if placed 
under such institutions as ours, would maintain the government for a single 
year. And unless moral and intellectual culture, shall at least keep paes 
with the increase of numbers, this republic will assuredly Ml. On tho 
earefid cultivation in our schools, of tne minds of the young, the entire 
success or the absolute &ilure of the great experiment of self' government 
is wholly dependent ; and unless that cultivation is increased, and made 
more e£tective than it has yet been, the conviction is solemnly impessed by 
the signs of the times, that the American Union, now the asylum of the 
op]H*essed and " the home of the free,'' will ere long share the melancholy 
fate of every former attempt of self government. That Union is and must 
be sustained by the moral and intellectual powers of the community, and 
etvery other power is wholly ineffectual. Physical force may generate 
hatred, fear and repulsion ; but can never produce Union. The only salva- 
tion for the republic is to be sought f(»r in our schools. It is here that the 
seeds of liberty are sown, and made to germinate and grow, and produce 
rich fruit in abundanef3. Every improvement that can he given to these 
primary institutions, affords an additional guaranty for the permanent main- 
tenance of rational freedom. 

** The duration of the life of man should be estimated, not by the years 
of his physical existence, which would degrade him to the level of the 
brute— but by the period of the expansion and enjoyment of his moral and 
intellectual faculties. Thence it has been affirmed with philosophic truth, 
that " h^e who shortens the road to human knowledge lengthens nfe." The 
cradle and the grave are in such close proximity, even when the interval is 
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most extended, jthat humiui existence may be regarded as nearly a blaidc 
nnleea the early portion of the brief space by which they are separated la 
seduously devoted to the dey elopement of the mind. The undying part of 
our nature has been impressed by its creator with an unconquerable desire 
for knowledge, not that limited acquaintance with the external- forms ci 
tUnflS which is bestowed upon the animals by instinct — but a knowledge 
vast^ more minute and exclusive, which embraces within its scope, all the- 
iiropa^es and laws, both of mind ;md matter. The earth itself with all 
its appendages, is much too small a theatre, to satiate the inquisitiveness, 
even of children ; and if human power were commensurate with human 
^irations, the daring ken of man would be thrown through the abyss of 
Heaven, to the ultima thMe of the works of God — to the farthest varge in 
fiUhomless space, in which the energies of creative power have yet been 
eonsummated — ^to regions where the embryon nebulae of unformed worlds 
are in the transition or the quiescent state, obedient to the primeval fiat ol 
the Almighty.'' 

The introduction of Teachers* Institutes as an elementary portion of 
the system of Public Instruction, which was effected at about tms period, 
ecnsututes an important feature in the progress of improvement, with refer- 
ence to the practical qualification of teachers of common schools. The sub- 
ject was first brought to the attention of the Mends of education, by a series 
of resolutions submitted to the Tompkins County Teachers' Association, in 
October 1842, by J. S. Denhan, the Ck)unty Superintendent of Tompkins^ 
setting forth the necessity of united and efficient action on the part of teach- 
ers to elevate their profession and the standard of common school educatios 
federally, and reconmiending the establishment, in that County of a 
'eaehers' Institute, where all the teachers might meet semi-annually in the 
spring and fall, preparatory to the commencement of the respective summer 
and winter terms : and spend from two to four weeks, in receiving instruetioa 
from efficient instructors, in listening to lectures from scientific men, and in 
the discussion of plans for the improvement of schools. The first Teachers' 
Institute was opened at Ithaca, on the 4th day of April 1848, under the 
management and direction of Mr. Denman, who had engaged the services of 
Salem Town Esq., the Rev. David Powell and Prof. James Thompson, of 
Anbum, as instructors and lecturers. Twenty eight teachers were in 
attendance, and instruction was ffiVen daily for a term of two weeks in the 
best mode of Gk>verning and teaoni^ common schools, including a critical 
analysis and review of the various elementary branches; and sundry 
advanced branches not heretofore in use in the Schools generally. During 
the Autumn of the same year, several similar institutions were opened in 
different sections of the State ; and in the succeeding year their operations 
were greatly enlarged and extended. In his annuid report for 1845 the 
State Superintendent thus alludes to them : 

" In no less than seventeen of the largest counties. Teachers' Institutes have 
been established during the past two years, in which upwards of <«e 
tiiousand teachers have been instructed during periods varying from two ta 
six or eight weeks, immediately preceding l£e commencement of their re-. 
Bpective terms of instruction, by tne most competent and experienced educa- 
tors whose services could be procured, in conjunction with the county 
Superintendent. These associations are wholly voluntary, and the expenses, 
insluding board, tuition, and the-uee c^ convenient rooms, aTOMtfstus, Ao., 
have hiSierto been defrayed exclusively by the teachers. Tne course of 
instruction consists generally of a critical and thorough review of all the 
elementary branches required to be taught in the common schoc^ full 
expositions and illustrations of the most approved methods of communicating 
knowledge to the young, and of the proper government and disci^toe <h 
schools, and a mutual interchange of views and opinions among the teachers, 
instractors and Superintendent. Among the numerous improvements which 
the experience of past imperfections has introduced into the practical opera- 
tioii of our common schools, there is nose which combines so much uUlity 
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and valae as ^ese looa) and temporary infltituiionB ; anjl in the jadgment 
of «he Saperint^dent they are liiguy deserving of lei^islitive wfi" A 
ooAoiseeno^tioD of tkeir general features, the mode of instruotion adopted/ 
and its e&ets not odIj upon the teachers, bat upon the whole character of 
the schools mider theur (marge, and npon the publio sentiment generai]y» ^ 
has, it is understood, been prepared by Mr. salkx Town, of Cayuga, A 
veteran teacher, who has himself most ably and efficiently contributed^te- 
the establishment and success of this species of instruction/* 

In reviewing ^e admmistration of the common schod system, by OoL 
Youiro, it is impossible not to perceive the vast impulse wnich was givmi 
to idlits varied operations by tne efficiency, energy and public spirit of that 
disting^uidied statesman. Bringing to the discharge of the peculiar duties, 
of tlie cffice of Superintendent no previous experience, and strong prejudices 
aoainst some of the most cheriehea features or the system of ^ubhc instmc* 
timi, he not only speedily rend^ed himself familiar with all its details, but' 
divesting himself of all these unfavoraUe pre-oonceptions which had ob- 
tained possession of his nund, dispassionately surveyed the entire b^iringa 
of the wh(^ system, and having convinced hioiiself of its value and utility, , 
detvoted his best eneraies and ul his powerful influence to its advancement 
and improvement. 'Die plan of county -and town supervision, the BTonnal 
school and Teachers* Institutes, and District Libraries, were cherished and 
sttreogthened by his exertions ; and the impress of his vigorous mind and 
strong understanding will long remain upon the common jschool systen^ of 
onrSUte. 

Upon his retirement from the office of Secretary of state, OoL TlMnr« 
received from tiie Reg^ts of the University, the appointment of member 
of the Executive Committee of the Normal School, in the place of pt, 
Pomm, who had been elected Bishop of the diocese of Pennsylv^a and 
had removed to that State. Hasmanus Blebkeb, Es<}., oi the city of Alliao^ 
was alsoappointed a member of the Executive Committee to fill the vacancy , 
ooeasionea by the death of Fbanois Dwight, Esq., which took jdace on tw\ 
1 8tb of December, 1 845. 

The removal from the State of Dr. Potter, and the death of Mr. Dwioht 
^k iha fulness of his £Multies and the app^ent meridian of his usefulness^ 
wwe^ deeply and extensively felt by tne friends of common sc^iool ednci^ 
tioft. In all the measures which had been canvassed and adc^ted fo^ tibe^ 
improvement and elevation of our systems of public instruction, both these . 
gen^men had borne a conspicious and an. efficient part ; and to their coa- 
stiint and uniform co-operation with the legislative and the executive 
authorities of the state charged with tiie general 'supervision of these great 
iatereets, the success of those measmres is to a very considerable extent due.^. 
As the conductor of the District School Journal, as County Superintendent 
and member of the Board of Edueaticm of the city of Albany, and as a 
member of the Executive Committee o^ the State Normal Sdiool, mr, DwioHt 
eetentiallT contaributed tor the advancement <^ popular education, and to the . 
gMicral (uflWen of sound principles of elementary instruction throughout 
tha state. ' 

Ajiamnis^tiiiion-cf. Nathaniel S. "B^sfov-r^FailMT^ of the^iort toiMtaf^tha^ 
J^ree School Byttem, on the Conttitutiou — AboHtionof tMij^pfieo/^iomU^ , 
Superip4entUrU, ^ . 

On the 8d da(y of February, 1845, the Hon. Nathaniel S. Benton, of Her* 
Imner^ was appointed by joint ballot of both Houses of the Legislature, See* 
retary of State and Superintendent of Common Seho<4s : and entered npon 
the duscharge of his duties on the dth of tiie same month. 

Froin his first annual rep(»ii, bearing date on the 15th of January, 1846, 
it Appeared that the whole number of school districts in the state, on^^ 
fixit day of July t)receding, was 11,018 ; the number of children between 
the ages of f^e ana sixteen, residing in tiie state, on tiie first day of Janu- 
ary, 1845, 690»9U ; the whole number of children of all ages, taught i^ the 
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. ; e«MkOii:«eboo)ft during Ihe year J844, '780,046 ; the amount of publie laooer 
ri«|)plied to the payment of teachers' wagea, $629,856.94 ; the amount vAilsed 
'/an r«fce-bm%. |468,m.'78, making an iiggregate of $1,088^084.52, and the^ 
fUmonnt Gt j^blio money applied to library pujfposes and school apparatns 
['j|$MJ$?-26. The numb^^f yohimes in the se'^eral district libraries Was 
1,146,260, bemg an increase, during the year reported, of 106,864 roliaiiefl. 
. In reference to the fund applicable to the aupport of disteict libraries, the 
S^paintendent observes : 
. , ** Biff not proposed to take from the inhaUtants of the school djatricts 
. the power of controlling the direction that shall be given to that part of the 
i^d dei^^ommated library money ; but leave them to make such iippUcation 
ih^reofj either to the pmrchase of books, or, the apparatus before named, or 
.lq»ply the whole or a part of it to the payment of teachers ; sulnect^ 
however, to the approval of the department After the distiicts have been 
supplied with a given number of books, in proportion to the children in them, 
and after the appropriate school appaj-atus and maps shall have beenoV 
' \tained, it is believed that in many instances, it would prove highly salutary, 
to authorize the inhabitants of such distiicts to apply this money to the 
t payment of teachers' wages generally, or of the rate-bills of exempted schol- 
ars. To ensure a faithful compliance with the conditions required, it may 
be necessary in all cases, to vest, in the department a supervision over this 
^vp^iditure. This will incite an interest in the district and its officers, 
Wn^e it ifl desired to make this application to preserve their libraries^ mapsi 
globes, black-boards and other apparatus, with the best possible care." 
On the subject of teachers' institutes, the Superintendent says : 
** Teachers' institutes " and " teachers' drills," have been held during: the 
the last year, in nearly thirty coimties in the state, and were attended by 
m<»'e than three thousand school teachers, for periods varying from two to 
to four and eight weeks of continued session. These volmitary associations 
are rapidly spreading over our entire state, and are destined soon, to occu- 
py much of the public attention. An ardent desire for improvement is 
iseated in the minds of professional teachers ; " the school-master is abroad," 
, ia search of that educational knowledge which will qu^ify him to discharge 
the important duties of his profession, and elevate nim and his vocation m 
public esteem. The Principal of the State Normal School, and the Profes- 
sor of Mathematics, attended a number of these county '' Institutes " during 
the last autumn, and several of its graduates were called upon to preside 
over their proceedings and conduct the courses of instruction pursued in 
them. The pertinent and instructive lectures of the former, and the emi- 
nently successful efforts of the latter, have been duly appreciated by the 
members of the institutes where these services were perwrmed, and that 

i a{^eciation has been manifested in the most decided terms of approval. 

It may not be out of place to remark here, that the ^cpense of Uie " asso- 
. ciations " are paid by the teachers themselves, which is somewhajt burthen- 
' some to those who are females, and to others possessing limited means of 
aypport. In answer to a suggestion that some pecuniaiy aid and enoonr- 
cag^nent should be granted to the members attending these " institutes " by 
, ti)e legislature, it has been remarked that these teachers are only fitting 
themselves to pursue a profession for mere private gain or personal advan- 
t$ge, and why should this particular class more than any other, be selected 
*■ aa the recipients of legislative boimty and fevor ? But does this objection 
r -present a full and fair statement of all the facts bearing upon this subject ? 
Our laws require that a school shall be taught in a district, at least four 
': months in the year by a licensed te^chery to entitle such district to a pai*tici- 
• pation in the public moneys devoted to the maintenance of the schools ; re- 
cognizing no act of this kind as legal, where the instructor does not possess 
t*«/pr»i>.the evidence of full qualification ; and hence it becomes a matter 
,of th^ highjest import to the state, and every member of the community, 
.'that ^eae qualifications should, "in respect to moral character, learning and 
ability " and aptness to teach, be possessed by every instructor of youth. — 
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The general enquiry is more as to the amount of the teacher's yraget ikm. im 
t^fKtd to JUneiB ; and competition serves rather to cheapen tlie rowatdi of 
this emi^oyment, than to encourage an emulation to excel among the teMk- 
«r8. ^Hiether these considerations should justify any pecuniarjr relief, aad 
to -vrhtA extent, must depend upon the view taken of the magnitude of the 
mconTeniences to be overcome or removed, and^he extent to which the wel- 
■ fiure of the state may be involved by permitting their continuance." 

The progress of the Normal Sdiool, during the preceding year was emior 
ently gratifying and satisfactory. At the dose of the second term tWrty four 
c^ me pupds received their diplomas as teachers. During its third term, 
commencing on the 15th of October 1846, the number of its pupils had 
increased to nearly two hundred, embracing a representation from mtj eig^i 
of the fifty-nine Counties The board of instruction was increas ed and 
strengthened by the appointment of Darwin G. Eaton, as teacher of Matfie- 
matics, in conjunctiou with Prof. Perkins. Sumner 0. Wbbb, as Teadier of 
Arithmetic and Geography, Silas T. Bowen, of Grammar, William W. 
Olark, of Natural Philosophy and Chemistry, William F. Phelps, as Perma- 
nent Teacher of the Model or Experimental School, and Miss Emi^BTH 0. 
Hanoe, as Teacher of Reading and History. 

" The end proposed in the establishment of the Normal School " obsetre 
the Executive Committee in the Annual report for the present year ** wa« 
to educate teachers for our common schools; to send forth those to i^e 
<^arge of the susceptible minds of the children of this comm(mwealth, who, 
together with high moral principles, should possess the requisite knowledge 
of vthe branches to be taught, and withal be " apt to teach." The school 
was designed to educate the raonfl qualities of the instructor — ^to impress him, 
with the solenm responsibilities of his work — so that he might feel the blese- 
edness of being patient, longsuffering and unwearied in his efforts for the 
good of his pupils. It was intended to teach its students, and by their pre- 
cept and example to impress all who aspired to the honor of instructing, that 
the work of teaching was so important that no labor of preparation ecmld be 
too great, since the good that could be accomplished was vast, beyond the 
powers of human conception. Hence a stimulus was to be imparted to the 
teacher, which should never be spent, but be continually operative, urging him 
to the acquisitidn of higher attainments in virtue, knowledge and aptness to 
teach. This, it is conceived, was the philanthropic end which the legislature 
of 1844 had in view, when they established the Normal School." 

On the first day of June of this year, a Convention of Delegates from the 
several Counties of the State met at Albany for the revision of the Constitu- 
tion. On the 5th Mr. Bowdish, of Montgomery, moved for the appointment 
of a committee to inquire into the expediency oi the establishment of a Bya- 
tem of Free Schools for the State. On the 12th, a standing committee^ 
consisting of Ma. Niooll of New- York, as chairman, Messrs. Munro, oC 
Onondaga; Bowdish, of Montgomery; A. W. Young, of Wyoming; .TuthiU, 
of Orange ; Willard, of Albany ; and Hunt of New- York, was appointed by 
the President, (the Hon Johv Tracy, of Chenango,) on the subject of eduea> 
tton, common schools and their appropriate funds. On the 15th Mr. R. Camp- 
BELL, of Otysego offered a resolution of inquiry as to the propriety of a ** con- 
stitutional provision for the security of the common school, literature deposit 
and other trust funds, from conversion or destructi(»n by the legislature, ^md 
the establishment of such a system of common schools as will, by taxation, 
bestow the fafcility of acquiring a good education on every child in the State,* 
which was adopted by the Convention, and referred to the Committee. On 
the 18th, the President presented to the Convention a Communication from-S, 
S. Randall, President of the State Convention of County Superintendents of 
common schools, held at Albany, in April preceding, transmitting a preamble 
and resolutions in favor of the Free School System. 

^ On the 22d of July, Mr. Niooll, from the committee, reported for the con- 
sideration of the Convention, a series of propositions designed to be incor- 
porated as a part of the new constitution, declaring the proceeds of aU laotcbi 
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Mm^ing to tin t^ite, Mcoepi such parts thereof as might be reeerv^L or ap- 
propriated to puUio use, or ceded to the United States, which shall hereafter 
be acdd or disposed o^ together with the fmid denominated the Common 
School fimd, and all moneys heretofore appropriated by law for the use and 
benefit of ludd fund, shoula be and remain a perpetual fund, the interest to 
be inyiolablj appropriated and applied to tne support of common scli^ols 
tfurouehout the state ; that the net reyenues of the U. S. Deposit Fund, 
•honld likewise be inyiolably applied to the same purpose, after meeting all ex.- 
iBtang appropriation ; and that the legislature shoula, at its first session after 
the adoption of the proposed constitution, and from time to time thereafter as 
•hould be necessary, proyide by law /or the free education and irntruction of 
09ery child between the agei of four and sixteen yearly whose parenttf guardians 
^r employers^ shall be resident in the state^ in the Common Schools now establish- 
ed, or which should thereafter be established therein — ^the expense of such edu- 
eation ^nd instruction after applying the public funds as M^e proyided,to be 
defrayed by taxation, at the same time and in the same manner as proyided 
by law for the liquidation of town and county charges. This latter proyis- 
ion, relating to the establishment of free schools, the committee proposed to 
submit separately to the people of the state, for their sanction. 

On the 1st day of October, Mr. Bowdish, of Montgomery, made a power- 
ftil and eloquent appeal to the Conyention in behalf of tms great measure 
Of Free Schools, in which he was sustained by Mr. Niooll, of New York, 
Mr. WoEDEN, of Ontario, Mr. Patterson, of Chautauque, Mr. Russell, of St. 
Lawrence, and others ; and on the 8th of October, the day preceding the 
adjournment of the Convention, the first section reported by the committee 

Sermaneutly appropriating the proceeds of State lands and the Common 
chool fund, to the support of common schools, was after some discussion 
adopted by a yote of 104 to 8. Mr. Niooll then moyed the adoption of the 
following section, to be separately submitted to the people, yiz : 

** § 6. The Legislature shall provide for the free education and instruc- 
iion of every child of the State in the common schools, now established, or 
which shall hereafter be established therein.*' 

This section was adoptei by a vote of 57 to 58, on a call for the ayes and 
noes ; and a provision added on motion of Mr. Ruogles, of Dutchess, by a 
yote of 82 to 26, directing the legislature to provide for raising the neces- 
sary taxes in the several school districts, to carry out the intention of the 
section. As thus modified, the entire ninth .article of the proposed con- 
stitution, as reported by the committee, was agreed to by the convention 
and ordered to be engrossed. The convention then took a recess for dinner. 

On the assembling of the Convention in the afternoon, Mr. Arphaxxo 
LooMis, of Herkimer, offered a resolution to refer the article to a committe of 
ONs with instructions to strike out the two last sections^ relating to the establish- 
ment of Free Schools, and report the same as amended to the Convention 
nrsTANTEK. Mr. Tagqart, of Genesee, sustained, and Mr. Townsend, of 
New York, opposed this motion ; but under the operation of the previous 
question, it p|revailed by a vote of 61 to 27 ; and Mr. Looms being appoint- 
ed the committee, immediately reported as instructed, and his report oeing 
agreed to by the Convention, the provision for the establishment of Free 
Schools, as a portion of the Constitution was finally defeated. 

The ninth article as adopted^s as follows : 

" The Capital of the Common School Fund ; the capital of the Literature 
Fund, and the capital of the United States Deposit Fund, shall be respee- 
tively preserved inviolate. The revenue of the said common school fund 
shall be applied to the support of common schools ; the revenue of the said 
literature fund shall be apjdied to the support of academies ; and the sum 
of $25,000 of the revenues of the United States Deposit fund shall each 
year be appropriated to and made a part of the capital of the said common 
•chool fund " 

On the 1st of October, of this year, Samuel L. Holmes, Esq., of the 
County of Westchester, received'the appointment of State Deputy Superinr 
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' tifttlon and retiremesit on ae^ount of ill health of the tlMn ineiimlMaC'SaS. 
' JUuidflll, who had held the office during the two preoediiii^ HdTnmitftmtwtta, 
and np to the present period. 
From the annual report of the Stipjetinteiident for 1647, HM{>ear«d4iat 
-'the number of organiied school difltricts in the state, on the nristf ot Jily 
•' ptreceding, was 11,008 ; the nmnba* of children between the ages of ft<and 
16, 704,000; the number of children of all ages under instraetioo; intthe 
' ' eommon school during the year 1646, 742,498 ; the amount of pnUiomDnej 
' applied during the same year to the payment of teachers wages, ^86><)61d5; 
the amount conthbuted on rate bills for the same purpose #4(0^764178 
tnaMne an aggregate of 11,096,815.98 ; the amount of pubhe money expend- 
ed in the purchase of libraries and school apparatus in the seyeral distriots, 
f9d,881.86,%id the number of vrfumes in the sereral Biatrict Librsiries, 
1,208,189, b^ng an increase during the year reported of 67,889 voimnes. 

•* A successful administration of the school laws of the otate,** obserres 
the superintendent ** requires an^intdligent and nctiye Ideal, as well as 
general supervision ; and without the former it is belieyed the present or- 
ganization must eventually be abandoned, and one less complex in its distails 
- and arrangements and less stringent in its requirements, adopted in the 
place of it. Numerous plans, no doubt, might be suggested on paper, giving 
promise of great excellence if adopted; but when OTOUffht to the test of 
actual expermient they will entirely &il to accomplish tne object designed. 
• Ki^cal cnuiges in any system of public instruction, perfected by years of 
trial, and accommodates to the habits and inclination of the commimity, 
will be foimd a hazardous expedient. After struggling through a Ung 
series of years to elevate our schools, to infuse a ffreater zeal and excite a 
" higher interest in regard to them, without advancmg one step in attaining 
these objects, actual visitation and inspection were provided as a substitnte 
for an inefficient local supervision ; and this duty was enjoined upon 
' officers designated by law. The results of this change have been and now 
are seen and deeply felt in our own state apd by our people, and have 
■Justly excited commendation and approval wherever they are known in 
' other states of the Union. 

^The actual external and internal condition of our common schools, 
always a subject intensely interesting to the philanthr<^ist, and. the patri- 
otic statesman, is such in the judgment of the Superintendent as will afford 
much satisfaction in regard to the present, and allow high hopes for the 
ihture. That more might have been accomplished since the estaUishment 
of our sysfem, and under other and more favorable circumstances, ie quite 
' probable ; but that we now see upwards of seven hundred and forty thomand 
of the youth of our state resorting to the common schools in pursuit of 
knowledge, should excite in us profftimd gratitude to the All-wise disposer 
of national events, and the highest respect for the fbimders of the system." 
The Superintendent also renewed his recommendation of the preceding 
year in relation to the apjH*opriation of the whole or a portion of the 
library money of the several districts, to the payment of teachers' w.ages, 
under a vote of the district subject to the approbation of the department. 

Under the provisions of an act passed in 1846, schools for the instruction 
of Indian children were organized on the Onondaga, Cattaraugus; AJlegany 
and St. Regis reservations, under cir«mnstnnees emiiiently favorable to the 
intellectual and moral improvement of this class of the population. 

Gov. TovNG, in his annual message to the legislature, for the present year, 
thus alluded to the Normal School : 

** The State Normal School continues to advance in public estimation :4Uid 
pnblic usefulness. Its only object is to improve the teachers of eommon 
Bchools, and any progress in the advancement of ^t object, it qiiite«)|)a- 
rent, must exert a salutary influence on the cause of education throngMut 
thie state." 
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Oomi)Qdbbtc»» ^ their ttiBufd report, stated t|i»t t^ 
m^&m attendance' during tW fourth term of the school, coixotieucfiDg i^ 
Ifft^f andelofiiBg in Sefitember, 1846, was 206, and that eyaj countyi yd^ 
aunf^ectteeption) wa» represented. The number of eiiaduates, at the cloie 
ofthe^Uiird term, was 45, and of the fourth, 68. " It ^s found," obswvesthe 
o<nnmittee, **• upon examination of the school register, that since Dec. 1&, 
lB44,J60d students have attended the school for a longer or a shorter period. 
Of this number 178: are now in the school ; 6 hare died ; 14 were fou»d to 
be ificompetent for teaching, and were at an early day advised to engage jn 
other {Pursuits ; 11 left on aceount of ill health, unfitting them alike for ^tu|^ 
or.teaehing; and 29 left at an early period of their connection with ^ 
school, relinquiabii^ for various reasons the purpose of teaching. If theee 
numbers be added, their sum will be found to be 288 ; and if thL Hast numv* 

• ber be subtracted from the whole number on the register, the remainder, to 
beaceounted for is 2*?0. Of these 270, 144 are graduates of tine school, and 
the comBiittee A;nc»tathat 129 of them have been engaged in teaching since 
their graduation ; and of the remaining 15 graduates one has di^, and th# 
rest, with the exception of four, are beUeved to be teaching, though no defin* 
ate knowledge erf their pursuits has been obtained. It may ali5> be proper 
to state, that those personsVho have not been heard from, were graduates of 
bust term, and sufficient time has hardly elapsed to afi^rd an opportunity pf 
learning their pursuits. Of the remainder of ^he 270, numbermg 126, who 
left the school })rior to graduation, nearly all, on leaving, declared that it 
was their intention to teach. 84 are knoum to have taught since they left, 
and but few of the others have been heard from. Thus, it appears that ^ 
school has sent out 218 persons, who, when heai'd from, were actually enga^ 
•d in teaching. In many instances, also, accounts have been received of the 
i^aaimer in which these students were acquitting themselves as teachers, and 
the committee are happy to say, that as for as heard from, they ^e giving 
great satisfaction/* 

On the, 18th of I^ovemher, 1847, the legislature passed an act abolishing 
the office of County Superintendent of Common Schools, and directing ,th|U 
aU appeals auth(»dzed by law, to be brou^t to them, should be made wect- 
ly to. the State Superintendent, and that the annual reports heretofore made 
to them by the Town Superintendents, should be made to the County Clerks, 
respectively, and condensed statements thereof by them, be transmitted to 
the department. 

For this meaeuse the friends of the system, although they had, with gre^t 
unanimity, resisted it for a series of years', were prepared, from the great iin- 
popularity of the office, growing out of the mode of appointment and of the 
compensation of this class of officers. Their selectioti had been, very inju- 
diciously, confided to the Boards of Supervisors of the respective coimtiep, ^ 
whose nmctions, however useM and miportant in other respects, / had no 
particular reference to the educational wants and interests of the conmiunity ; 
and who were, besides, to a great extent, divided into political parties, upon / 

, the varying supremacy of which, the choice of County Superintendents wae, 
too ge^erallJ made to depend, without especial regard to the intellectual and 
moral quahficatifins of the candidate for the important and responsible stfi- 
tion he was destined to fiU. While, therefore, far the greater number of of- 
ficers aj^inted by them, were men eminently qualified for the discharge of 
their duties, ther^ were Botiie who were justly obnoxious to the charge, 
not onfy of incapaeily, but of a perversion of the hi^ functions devolyed 
upon ^tjfi. to simster personal and political ends ; and the indignation excited 
by these instances of disregard of duty and moral obliquity, gradually ei^- 
tended itself to other localities where no reascoiable grounds for suspicipn e;^- 
'i«te4. The pecuniary burden likewise, of defraying, one-half the salary ^f 
these officers from the county treasuries, was magnified and dwelt upon jbiT 
the interested and designing ; and &e legislature was annually flooded with 
4>etil3#na f<»r the abolition of the office, as unnecessary, oppressive an^in^- 
pvop^rly administered. Coittmittee after cconmittee, to v^om these peti- 
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tioiii were referred, reported againet the adoption of Uie meaeure deaired ; 
and the aUeet and soundest argnmeiits were brooght to bear nwm. (lie great 
•ad manifest utilitj of the office. It was olearly and repeatedij shawm tiiat 
the abuses oomplained of were suoh as admitted of an ea^ and praotieal 
Tsmedy, while tne adTantage secured by the retention of this class of offi- 
ean oould be obtained through no other agency. Public clamor, however, per- 
aiated in demanding the rep^ of the obnoxious act ; and notwithstanding the 
avowed and strong opposition of the suocessiYe heads of the department, of the 
■everal committees of both houses of the legislature, charged with the anper- 
virion of the interests of public instruction, and of the greiat body of the moat 
eoliefatened friends of education throughout the state, t£e measure was finally 
earned through at the extra session, convoked for the purpose of enacting *m 
several new Uwb rendered necessary by the adoption ca the amended oonstita- 
tun. 

Hie effect of this measure upon the prosperity of ihe common school system 
was, in many essential respects, moat disastrous. During a period of nearly 
forty years its progress had oeen uninterruptedly onward ; ana a succession of . 
wise enactments had strengthened and matured its foundations and expanded 
its usefulness in every direction. The abolition of that feature, wliidi, more, 
peihaps, than any other, constituted, its distinguishing characteristic, and ^ve 
to it its peculiar symmetry and power, was the first retrograde step in its his- 
torv. Its immediate consequences were felt in the comparative inefficiency 
andf inutility of the local and general supervision of the scliools — in the absence 
of any connecting link between the department and the several town and dis- 
trict officers, and the inhabitants of the districts — ^in the discontinuance of a local 
appellate tribunal, wLcre the uumei ous contioversies constantly springing upi, 
relative to the external arrngemcnts of the various districts, might be equitabfy 
adjusted by an officer on the spot — and in the utter impossibility of obtaining 
with any accuracy, tliose statistical detaib in reference to^ the prfictical opera- 
tion of tJie system, of so great value to the department, the legislature, and 
the public. Town Superintendents, however well qualified for the specific dis- 
charge of the duties devolved upon them, were, for obvious reasons, wholly 
incapable of supplying the place m the system, which had been assigned to this 
h^her class of officers. Their jurisdiction was strictly local — ^tbeir peculiar du- 
ties circumscribed — ^their iufluence necessarily confined to their respective 
towns — and their powers limi ed ; while Uie county Buperintendenta were in 
constant and regular communication, not only with the head of the department, 
but with tJieir colleagues throughout the state — their influence extensive — and 
their means of usefulness unrestricted 

At the same time, the legishiture passed the •* Act for the establishment of 
Teachers' Institutes," by wliich the stun of sixty dollars was appropriated an- 
nually from tlie income of the United States Deposit Fund, payable on the 
order of the several county treasurer, to be expended for the use and benefit of 
teachers' institutes, in each of the counties of the state where a nmjority of the 
(own supei intendents shall unite in desiring its expenditiu-e for tliis purpose 
and file a certificate there(»f witli the county clerk. An advisory comniittco. 
consisting of three of such town Superintendents, is required to be appointed 
by the counly clerk, to make tlie necessary arrangeluents for organiziug and 
managing sudi inHtitu{e,and public notice is to be given by him to teachers and 
others who nmy desire to become such, specifying tlie time and phice of meet- 
ing of such institute. Tlie advisory committee are also auUiorized to procure 
the services of suitable lecturers and teachers ft»r such in>«titute. Whenever 
the county treasurer shall receive satisfactory evidence, that not less than f 'fty, 
or in counties whose population is under tliirty thousand, not less than thirty 
teachers, or individuals intending to became such within one year shall have 
been in regular attendance on juih institute for ten dpys. he is authorusod 
and re<}uired to audit and allow the accounts of sucn advisory committee, net 
exeeedmg the sum of sixty dollars, for the expenses of such institute. 

On the 15th of December, the various statutes relating to common sehoete 
were oombined and oooaolidAted into one eefe, with tuck alteratioiia ml 



aaieiidmeiits aa wer« deemed expedient Town Superiatendeiitt were 
Mitliorixed to hold their offices for two years ; and to enter upon ^e discharge 
•I their dutiea respectiTcly on the first Monday of Noyember, subsequent to 
their election or appointment : and the library law was so modifi^ as to 
authorize the expenditure of the whole or any portion of the public money 
received by the respectiye districts for that purpose, with the approbation 
of the state Supermtendent, in the payment of teachers wafi;e8 whereyer 
the number of. yolumes in districts numbering oyer 'fifty children between 
the age of 5 and 16 exceeded one hundred and twenty-hye, or one hundred 
in districts with a less number of children than fifty and where the dlstnct 
W9B supplied with maps, globes, black boards and the requisite scientific 
af^paratus for the use of the sohooL Seyeral other alterations of minor 
importance were made in the .details of the system ; and the Superinten- 
dent of common schools was authorized to cause the amended act to be 
published and generally distributed throughout the state. 

In his annual Message to the Legislature at the opening of the Session <k 
1848, Goy. Young, thus adyerted to the subject of education : 

*' In our country ,>lbr reasons that haye been so often aud so well stated, that 
I need not repeat t^em, the education of its childrea has been, and I trust 
will continue to be"", matter of the deepest solicit iiJe. Oofflmon schools, from 
tfaeir nniyersality, reaching every neighborhood, and shedding their influ- 
ence upon every family and into eyery mind, expelling the piimary causes 
•f vice and crime, and erecting altars to patriotism and virtue, have justly 
been considered the peculiar objects of legislative care. 

•• The practical importance of the State Normal Scliool for the education 
of teachers is be^ning to be felt ; and in the tone, etrengtb and vigor given 
to commbn scho(>l3 by distributing through the State, teachers who shall 
haye been thoroughly instructed, it is believed will be found most convin- 
eing arguments in defence of reasonable, but liberal appropriations by the 
Btate to this object." 

Prom the annual report of the Superintendent, it appeared that the num- 
hw 6f school districts in the state, on the first of July 1847, was 11,062 ; 
'Aumber of children between the ages of five and siidfep^, 700,443 ; whoU 
number, of all ages instructed in the common schools of the state during the 
▼ear 1846, 748,887 ; amount of public money expended in the payment of 
teachers wages, $595,974,20; amount raised on rate bill for the same 




being an increase of 107,847, during the year reported. 

In reference to the establishment of free schools, the Superintendent 
Mds the fallowing language : 

•• The extension of free schools in the state is progressing moderately ; 
and laws are passed nearly every session of the Legislature, providing for 
their estJibUsliment in populous and wealthy villages ; while the poorer and 
less popnlous districts, in the same towns, are left to struggle on, from year to 
year, in tlie best way they can — .sustaining a school perhaps only four months in 
the yciir, to secure the next apportionment of the public nitnieys. Is this policy 
Inst ? — is it ri^ht to discriminate in this manner, between the school children \>f 
we «tat«? Why should ample provision be made for tlie children residing in 
particular localities, and otiiers turned over to the naked bounties of the 
state ; whidi. although munificent in the aggregate, are only sufiicient ti> pay 
A few weeks tnition for each child f This gi'cat and essential question turns 
rimply on the nK>de of taxation ; by changing this and requiring the boards 
of sapervisors^ to raise upon the counties re«<pectively, a sum equal to the 
amount apportioned from the treasury to each county for tlie support of 
■cfaooUi. and npon the towns another sum equal to the apportionment of such 
town from the sehool fund, which would increase the local taxation upoa 
llie counties, not to exceed five-tenths of a mill on the valuation in any 
ooonty, and ear schools might be rendered nearly free to eyery child in the state. 
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a bcretofon dM^lvHy MqniMead in iha 'mffrntiw 
govenunent and nutain the credit of tbe^laUv ol 
sunt prgpoesd to be r&iwd in ibe pUu BD^«ine^ 
al or eitepoa], is more ■worthy of Ote tetWDK «W» 
B(er uaportaoce to the comnHmity, than the mntal 
> are bood to exaeiae «U the prjnlegw of citiwwi 
the Btate. It would be an anjnat impeadaneHt of 
■enae of the pepple, to euppose they would ucfe 
wrtUftUy approre any reaBonable maarairee wHoh 
on the preeent, lod oonfer eucb eaduriog b^u^M 

wlition of the office id ooim^ Supenateodait, h* 
obserreg : 

" The act abolialunz the office itemed t« be in aeowdaoce with the paUie 
will, and should be ^leerMlj obeyed ; but the nisdom and expediaocy of 
the measure must be tested by the experience of the future. The labca and 
espeose thrown upon this office, in consequence of this legishitjve acti cannot 
joatly and therefore doea cot fonq any ground of complaint with the 
nndereigned. With the other offlcial duties devolved up<m uie incumbent of 
this office, a personal eupervision and inspection of Ihe schools, if in any way 
desirable, ia wholly impraelieable. This question is then presented to the 
.. ,. f ^el ■■ ■ ^ *^ ..... -.-. .- 



'e consideration of the le^lature and the people of the at 
mspense entirely with all personal visitation, mspection and Huperriaioo, 
except what may be petfonned by the local town officara I and are we not 
hereaftec to have any statistical infonuatioD of the relative condititm of our 
school houses I and of the condition of ihe winter and summer schools frofn 
year to year, ahowing Qte Dumber of schools visited and pupils in attendaao*. 
at the time 1 Ihe course and extent of the studies puTsued,.with the aget^. 
sex and time of (he employment of the teachers, and the oompenaatioD 
paid t To repeat the just eocomioms bestowed upon our system in all ita: 
parts, as it recently existed, and which distin|pBahed educators and ^>Uan- 
>piats in other states have urged upon the consideration of their legielM 
-" -= "—•*■■■ of being incorporated into their own systems, m^ht seem 

night b« auneetad that would, no dOubt, if adopted, ereatLy 
add to the'efflcieoey of our local superviMon and inspection, and tale thle 
place of that which has recently been abolished ; but whether, at this lim^ 
any suggestions of this sort would be likely to meet with pubUc favor, may 
vrell be questioned. From actual official infonnatioo, obtained daring the 
year ISm, the undersigned believed that the amount of compeosaitioii paid: 
to town Superintendents and town officers for servioea oonjiectod with the 
•chools, amounted to about $3&,00a annually. It is not supposed that tliie 
amount exceeds the sums actually paid by the towns that year ; nor will it 
cover the expeoses of 184B, by (10,000. The duties of the town SuperieleB- 
dents muat now necessarily be extended, and their services increaEed ; and 
the aggregate annual compensation paid to these (fficera will, it is believed, 
oo a careful examination, exceed $45,000. Without any material intiBase 
of eipenae, provisicn might be made by law for the eleetion by the people 
of inspectors of schools, in each Assembly district, whose compenaalion sbould 
be limited, and who could conveniently perform many of the duties of town 
Superintendents ; and thus, by dividing the labor and compensation between, 
these officers, the aggr^ate expenses of both would notjGiceed the comp«> 
sation of the latter officers." 

' It ia due to Mr. Bentoh, to say that in his official csfjadty as Superintendeot, 
be resisted to the utmost extent of his power and mflnence, the retrograde 
movements of the legislature in reference to the saperviaion of the ec&tola: 
that he wag a firm and devot«d advocate of the introduction of the (lee. 
Bchool principle as a part of our system of public mstiiiction ; and that' ttia' 
•dmiiuBtratiou of that system was dianicterised by Mi enlighlened and diavim- 
inating. regard to the public interest* and weUare. 
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Tbe operatibni of the Honstd Bdiocl diiriog the jeai 1 841, tendtd to olntBHk- 
%t fiie tonfidence of As people in i}>n InstJtution and to realize tlie sxpect«nata 
of the friends of education ganerallj throughout the state. The DumDer oflttt- 
pfli Varied from iOO to 830 ; sad the aemi-annma graduating cla^soa from « to 
BB. ThBTrholennmberof graduates up to the lat of Janufti7i84a, was 2B4;'rf 
Whom asstrere BChalty eogsfed in teaching the commoa achoob of the atatA, 
and thewbolenumherof pupUa entered upon the register of the Instituliomrto 
5M. of Thorn 421 were then employed in the district schools. TauHAH H. 
BoT^ had been appointed Teacher of Vocal Huaic, in place of Prof. luucr, 
Ind liiBs Ami Maku Ostbom, Teacher of liawing, in pUce of Prof. Howard 

The iiwtitution at this period howeTer, received a severe bbw, and tite 
^ends of education sustained an irreparahla loss, bf the death of TSx. Paoc 
me Prituapal of the school, which loci place oa the lit day of January 1848. 
Althou^ still m the prime of life, Mr. Fade had attained a reputation and 
Mandii^ aa a teacher, not surpassed in the Union. To mtellectaal qualiSca- 
libtia of the highest order, he added all ftose moral virtues and (hriatiah 
graces wHch are so indispensably requisite to the instnictor of youth. He yf"- 
m all respects admirably adapted to the performance of the high functic 
Whi£h had been devolved upon hira; ' * ■■ - ■ ■ .. . - 

faannonv which he mfused into all its del . 
of the duties, oblations and responeibihties of the 
a Targe share of tne prosperity, and success of the * 
enUnendy due. Fortooately for the interests and 
pupils and admirers, and the |)rofeBaioa of teadie 
State and Union, he had completed the ^eparft 
%iftniraUe oonrse of Lectures annually delivered 
"Theory and Practice of Tsaching" — a wMt -wHi 
■ire view of the Whole subject and is in all ret 

eed author "and of Sie great cause to wUc 
«] tiis entire energies. 
He Eiecutire Oomraittee with great ni 
SQpply the Rtatiwi rendered vaoant by th 
mate acquaintance with the plans and get 
oondoct and discipline of the school, nol 
iUd moral qaaMcalJons requisite to its s 
hb enpemsion and direction the instati 

hi^ reputatim, and to dispense its blesai > 

\4.dm,iniatratiwi of Oa&iaioFaEa Moaa 

Sysfctn— 1S48 to IBCl. 
On the first day of Saa^aaj 1348, tlie Hod. OKBisropBEB Hobqut, of 
Oaytiga entered opon the discharge of the duties of the ofitoe of Seoretan 
pf . Stat« and Supendtehdent of common schools, to which he was elected m 
KoTMnher precetEns. A. O. JohmboK, Esq., of Beosselaer, was mUarA 
thereaflM appcnnted by him Deputy Superintendent, in place of Ut. 

On the 12Ch of April, the turiBlatnre passed the ' Act for ttte permanent 
t*laili$hmmt of the Ifomud Schooi " by i^ch the sum of fifteen ttionstad 
fioUan (afterwards extended to $!5,000) was appropriated for tlie ereetiOA 
of a suitaUe buildiiig for its accotmnodation, and the previous proviaion of 
law apjdioable to its aupervision, man^ement and gorenuneot, were made 
permanent. Under this act the Szecubve Committee have erected a spadona 
and convenient Hall, b a oommodious locaticn m the n^hborhood of tl^a 
Oapitcd, and of the State Qeological and AgricultuHd. Rooms, in the city of 
Albany, where the school is now insuccessful operation. ^ 

At die opening of the session of the legislature of 1849, Gov, Pisb, in Hi 
untad message expresses his belief " that the restoratton of the afflce of 
OoDDty Supenatendent would be — >— i:— -* ~ 

fc reftrenoe to the Normal Scboo. , — . „ „ ..- 

•ad good vcA. It fias ceased to be an ezperimeot, and under its prMaOt 
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j«di4ow BMiMgemiaBt, it ib groving in tlie ^oofidenee of its friends, pad 
attracting the interest of many wno onoe donbted its practieability or iii 
upefulness/^ 

From the annual report of the Superintendent, it appeared that the noair 

ber at school districts in the state on the first day of July preceding "Wic 

10,621 : the number of children between the ages of 5 and 16, '718,128 ; Hhm 

4 number, of all ages under instruction during the year 184*7 in the eopmon 

sehqols of the state '7^6,'72d ; the amount of pubuc money expended m tbe 

payment of teachers wageB during the same year |639,008, and the araovut 

contributed on the rate bills for this purpose 466,674, amounting in IImi 

aggregate to 1 1,105 ,682 ; the amount of public money expended in tim 

. purchase of libraries and school apparatus $81,'B24,00 and the number «f 

1 volumes in the seyeral district libraries 1,838,848, showing an increase cif 

97,862 volumes since the preceding, year. 

Schools for colored children had been kept in fifteen counties of the stal% 
«t which 4,741 children were in attendance, bdng an increase of 877, sin#e 
1846, and of 2,185 since 1845 : and the amount of public money a^pportum- 
ed to such schools was $16,926.68. In a large number of the counties, bow- 
erer, no effort had been made to collect accurate statistics in reference lo 
these schools ; the number of colored children between the ages of 6 and 16 
residing in the state being estimated at not less than 11,000. 

** The colored popula^on," observes the Superintendent, ** is enumcst^ied 
in the census of tne State, and is a part of tne basis of tne distribution of 
the School Fund. Colored cluldren are enumerated by the trustees in iikek 
annual reports, they draw public money for the district i|i which they reside, 
and are equally entitled with white children to the benefit of it. In the 
rural districts of the State, colored children are generally admitted into the 
Common Schools. 

** If unreasonaUe prejudice exclude colored children from the village schools, 
the trustees are empowered to establish separate schools for them. Hit 
children attending draw the public money to which they are entitled, and the 
trustees pan exemjpt those parents who are unable to pay a rate-biU, th# 
exemptions becoming a char£;e upon the whole district. A special appr<^ 
.priation for incorporated vuages, only excites prejudice and parsimony, 
the trustees of the village will, generally, expend the special appropriation 
for the colored children, and the public money drawn by them wul be shared 
among the white children of the village. 

** There seems to be no satisfactory reason for this special appropriation. It 
cannot be justly urged that negroes are an especial burden to mcorporated 
yillaees any more than to cities, or rural districts, and that they are, therefore, 
^entitled to an extraordinary allowance of money to educate them.'' 
. Schools for the instruction of Indian children had been established upoa 
the St Regis, the Onondaga, the Cattaraugus and AUegany, and the Slmie- 
cock Indian Reservations. In that of the St Regis 50 children had attended 
school during a period of nine months, the average daily attendance being 85 ; 
in that of the Onondaga 61 children for 11 months, in those of the All^;ai^ 
and Cattaraugus, 229 children ; and in that of the Shinecocks 40. 
i The superintendent informs the legislature that about four hundred appli* 
cations had been made to him for his official approbation to the diversion of 
ijbe whole or portions of the Library money to the payment of teachers wages, 
under the provisions of the act of 1847. "He has withheld it, in ^11 cMes, 
,believing that every volun\^ of a well selected library is a perpetual teacher 
to all who will go to it for instruction." He expresses Ins belief *' that the 
district libraries cannot be too large and that the people are in no danger of 
learning too muck. ^ , . 

^ '* Selections for the district libraries, are made from the whole range of 
literature and science, with the exception of controversial books, politico or 
reli^ous ', history, biography, poetrv, philosophy, mental, moral and natural, 
fiction; indeed every department of human knowledge contributes its Bbaxit 
to the district school library. The obj^ of this ^eat charity was not 



71 

iMNfy to fimieh bookfl for cbUdre% but to establidi in all (Im oAooi dim- 
triet% ft nuseeUaiMoiie library suited to the tastes and ebaraetara of. eToy 
aga. B J laea&s of this diffoslTe beneTolence, the light of knowledge paoa- 
iniAea every portion of the State, and*the sons of our fanners, merahantiL 
■Mchanies and laborers, have daily access to many well eeleeted boc^ m 
whicb, bnt for this sagacious policy of our State, a majority of them woold 
h»f« never heard. If knowledge is power, who can odculatethe enem 
imparted to the pec^e of this State by the district school, and the distnal 
libraiyf 

Teacbars^ Institutes had been held under tlie jproyision of the act of 1847, 
in sateen oounties, at which 1096 teachers baa beoi in attendanoe. Tlii 
Superintendent recommends a considerable increase in the appropriation la 
this object 

In niereoce to the abolition of the office of Oounty Supermtendent, the 
Siqierintendent observes : 

" It is bdieved that the friends of the Common School system in the StiH 
very ^eno'ally desired the continuance of the office. It was,.however, aboUsb* 
e4 without petitions from any considerable number of citizens, and withont 
even proposmg a substitute. 

** There is now no immediate officer between this Department and ili# 
town officers. Such an office is needed as the medium of communicaCioB 
between this Department and the nine hundred town superintendents, and 
^CfTtti thousand schocd districts. The territorv is too large ; its subdivi- 
sions too many ; its relations too diverse ; the local officers too numerous : 
and the interval between the Department and them too wide^ to permit tiiat 
aetual and minute supervision wnich is necessary to an efficient administra- 
tion of the Sdiool laws. 

** The undersigned would, therefore, recommend to the Legislature tw# 
measures, either of which, in his opinion, will be apjnroved by ^ the friends of 
the Common School syBt6m,and wm supply a want daily felt in this Depart- 
ment. 

** lai A repeal of chap. 868, Laws of 184'7, restoring the office of Couatgr 
Superintendent, and nuking it elective by the people. 

** 2d. The election of a Superintendent in every Assembly district, except 
in tiM city of New York, and the cities which now have,or shall herei^er hare 
a ci^ Siqperintendent, <Nr Board of Education, to manage their school affinra. 

** If Uie latter measure should be adopted, I would reoommoid that the 
salary of sueh officer be fixed at not less than $200 per year, in each 
AasemUy district, composed of towns and that the same be a county diaige ( 
that the salary of (My Superintendents be fixed by the civil authorinea 
tfaoreof, as shall be provided in their several charters or city laws and 
ordinances ; and that not less than $200 of such salary be a oounty chari^ 
Amon^ the powers and duties of such District Superintendent dbould be 
the loBowing : — ^To make the abstract of the reports of Town Superint^- 
denta in bis Strict, at the same time and in the same manner row reqnir- 
ad «f the County CUerks; to recommend persons from his district as pupik^ 
in the State Normal School ; to recommend each year two teachers in bis djbi- 
triet as wortiiy to receive a State certificate ; to visit each school in his 
di^rict at least twice a year, once jn the summer and once in the winter, to 
make such report of his visitation as may be required by the State Super- 
intendent ; to near and determine all the controversies arising in his dis- 
trict under the schod laws, an appeal being allowed from his decision to 
this Department. The Superintendent makes these suggestions with diffi- 
dence, and only from a sense of their necessity.'* 

The superintendent then proceeds to examine the present condition of 
the sdiool law, in reference to the provision for the support of schools, upon 
which he bases a recommendation for the adoption of the Free School sys- 
tem.*. 

" Hie mode of supporting a school under the present system," he observes, 
"iaiatoflowa:" 



78 

" The IVuAtees empk^ ft qttalifted U*eh«r for ttipiaMM wgM. iUkUm 
olMft ofMs't^nf; tliej- iiTe torn an ord^ upon tbo fewn nmniMideiil lor 
fMk^onicta Of tlie pauio money, as Maj oaye been Toted Iqr the fliatiiii 
IbMhe itftm, or itt tiMe &o t<ote has been take&> for such portkii m»4ibaf 
Hunk =prt»per. Bat in noease cah ^le Tmsteto iog^^ dnhr ftir meveMliM^ 
ttanis dtie the teaeher at the date <if the oMer. If Oie pobHoittciMy lay«t 
Qtfioient to pay the^ teacher^ wagM, tbetrnsteea proceed to mak» onfra 
M«^^^ for the reeidike, eh&rging eo^ parent o^ gnurdian, aeebrdirig to-IlM 
number of days' attendance of his children. Under the present law; the 
trusiete ha^e power to ere|npi in^tfi^t persons, and the amoant exempted 
is a charge up6n the distiict, and may b^ hnknediatel^ ooUdctad bj tax, cr 
added to anyitaz thereafter letied. After the rate^iaU is ocmpieted^ :th^r^ 
dajTs' notice of its omipletion is given by the trustees, one of wiM«a nmtt 
hi in att^Bdanbe, on a'<wf and place appointed in said-totice, ooee « wkek 
for two sQCcessire weeks, to receive payment ; and dming the tHboie ef^ie 
sittd thii^ty days any person may ptsf tb dther oi^ba triisteee, 'ot ik the 
t^aefa^, uie sum oMrged to him upon the rate-bili At the mcpixati<m of 
Ohe iMrty days, if aU t£e persons named in the rate-bill, hare not^rehmtan^ 
ly paid, the trustees {mt it with their warrant, into the hands of the di»> 
met ooUeotor, who mis the same ' authorityto eoUeot it by levy and sale 
Of goods and ehifttels, as a town ooUeotor. The eoUeotor is also ai^onsed 
to <;ollect fees, not only upon 1^ money paid to him, bat upon that paidl 
toliintarily to the trustees and teacher, and be is allowed thirtf days to 
ms^e has return to the trustees. 

* A more troublesome or vexatious system eould net w«il be devised. 

^A tilaoher having performed hti (66ntraot,is yet obliged, mdbedb tha 
trustees advance the money, to wait thirty, or sixty days fovihls p^. ICha 
fircft thirty clays' deli^ un^ the notice is no advantage to aity mm. The 
ttme of the truistees is spent itselesely. 

'**^|fMhing is ffained by payment to the trustees. la ther» aaj atiMr 
instance upon the Statute l>(>ok in which legi^tion compels a man to 
wait uxkv days for his wages after he has complete his work: I Jti the 
absenee of any contract, the wf^P^ ^^ ^ laborer are due and poyrixle, iwhm 
hf» werk is <nme. In the ease of the teacher, tlie paymenct ot ms wages is 
|)tj ilp oned for sixty days after his school is eloaed, fw paymant ih>m tr^Jteea 
satinet be enforoea, until the time fixed by law Ibr ooUeotion has esq^nd* 
' ' ** A slight error in the appartiomnent of the rates, or in the legal finaois of 
■EU^nn^ it, subjects the trustees to a suit by any one of whom a few eeilts 
ttaylBve been illeg;ally collected ; and, unfortunsteLy, there are not want- 
ing in every town persons ready to avail themselves of such enovs. 

** Hie trustees can, if ihej choose, make out a tax for the amount el ex- 
emp^ons, and t^e collector is bound to c<^ect it for the (Kifling fees,. upon a 
Itve, or .ten dollar tax-4ist. 

** A law has been passed, authoriaing courts to deny coets to a plaiutiffia 
a suit against the trustees, and also outiiorisDg boards of aupelryieeta to 
order a tax to be assetsed upon a district to remnd ooets and expenses in- 
curred in suits by, or against them, on aecount of the diseharge of Ihi^ 
tiffidal duties. — ^But the law allows Uiem nothing for t^eir re^onaibility ami 
labor, either in the discharge <^ their duties, or in the prosecution, or defeuse 
of suits. ^ 

' ** Now, a free school system may be devised that shall r^ieve trustees 
ftrom the duty of making out rate-bills, or tax-lists, in oiiy case and from taU 
litigation arising therefrom, and which shall secure to ttie teachw his pay 
when his work is done. 

*^ It may be made applicable only to the towns, requiring the cities, 4l>w- 
ever, to make their schools freerbut leaving them to adopt sn^^ an orgati- 
iaotion as shall be suited to their pecidiar wants. 

"Teadiers complain of the rate-mil system, not only because it impropeiiy 
irftldfeolds their wages, but because the trustees find great diffinoltym ex- 
ercising with fidelity, and at the same time satisfactorily the ponper of eaemp- 



m f ^ ^ nifi icsyunA is aeowoc}* w^ thedr amm of mdepetttkeoe irev^s at beiag 
•ertified and put upon the record as indigent peraoas. 

*%The rate VU ^^It^n require erery p^soq to pay in proportioQ to the 
$^ih^fm^ of Ha <)hildren. Qow strong then \» the indocament of iBaiV 
parents, to wink at absence, and truancy, and how little are they iaolliMi 
i» a^aend by,fMMr<)atal authoiity the efforts of the teacher to enforce poaotu- 
^y and reg^nlarity of attendance. The fact that the number of oiiidrai 
|g^n4i9g schoolless than foiur nMmths, uniformly ezeeeds tiie number attoad 
I9g a longer time, jforiufihas strong cTidence for bc^Tiqg that thaxate hSi 
system is the principal cause of the irregubir attendance of scholars. 
> . *' Ii^tteiia bfMTQ .been addressed to the Superiatesident from yarioua parts 
qif^the State, urging him to recommend to the Legislature the fraa aehool 
mtemj and assuring him that the people are ready to sustain the Legisla- 

" It is- m>ged by the opponents of the system that those who have ^ropectf 
j^ taxed to ed«oate their owp, as well as the children of the poor ; add 
ik/^ those who are blessed with property, but denied children, age also obliged 
to contribute something for ^e educati<m of the indigent Those w1m> faaT« 
omitted their duty, or are more fortunate than their nei^ibois in tigte poa- 
A^ffsion, of pi;M)^nfy haTC no reason to e<»nplain of the trif&ig burthen vfmeh 
ipiod fcvtune-unposes upon them. 

*^ Are pn^>^y holders wronged or imqred by this sjrstem of taxation I 

*'Pro^^ is the feature of law. its owner^p is rogulated by Uivr* 
JUren .the ineomc of some kinds of property is limited oy law. Human bclSnps 
ai;e property in South CacoUna ; and the taxes assessed upon them, and paid 
Wt of tW earnings of < their labor, go to the support of free schods^ white kk 
$bi» state therec oan be no property in man. 

*\ Land is property, and in cirilized countries it constitutes the bulk ol 
aU property ; yet it i^ not property in the absence of law. Whait idM 
4^ pr^)ef fy in kpd has a Oamandie Indian, or a Oalmuck Tartar t To 
hiiia the land is as &ee jfor ^ roamm^) as the air for his breathing; or thi 
fia^r for his drink. The wild Bedoum will guard as his own, his tisat, hk 
fiame^, his wife ; but his laws are the keena^sa of his scimetar, and the fleei- 
naas of his steed 

" The seowi^y of property is one of the paramount objects of goyanaasttl ; 
but-how 4hall t^t ^curity be attaia9d ! By the etWn restraiate and iiniah« 
iag force of miUtuq^tK>wer ! 

** The eicperieBce of the last year, in £ur<^ and America^ has provea tb«4 
m^e is greater security for persons and property, in the general mteUigeniM 
■nd education of the people, than in an orerawing soldiery. 

" Europe has been convulsed— cities have been the scenes of fearful aa4 
li^ortal strife-^elds h^ve been laid waste hy contending armiaa^-goy^im- 
saeots have be<Mi overthr<Kwn— ^revolutioll has followed rev<^tioii— ubo«> 
iaia^ sad ias^oarity^^are stamped upon all tlnags— -polittaal e^ges hare 
beien effseted only by civil war and commotion. 

<' The peoj)l6 of the United States have effected the choice of a dkief 
ilagistrMe, mvolving a change in the policy of the government It wal 
aooomplished in a day, with the cheerful and peaceful acquiescence of the 
Union. 

'* Thes^ are the results <^ iho intelligence and moral elevation of the Amer- 
ican people. 

** Tnere is a moral and intellectual power in the universal education ^ 
the peo^e wiiich fumishea more abiding security for persons and proipegtj 
•than disciplined armies. 

• Property must be taxed to support a soldiery. Why should it not- iikm. 
OODtiibute to a system of protection which may preclude the necessity oC 
armies? 

*' Orlme and pauperism are too often the results of ignorance. The detec- 
tioa and fmnishmeBt of the one and the support of we other, are maii^ 
effected by the imposition of taxes upon property. 
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** I^ it not -wiBt, tlMD,. to estajblidb a syston of edse«tk>B, uAke^ki^ aad 
eomplet^, wfaKsh may in a great meaenre, preyent the tBominlBBkiiof «riMe 
and avoid the evils -of pauperism V* 

On the 26th of March, 1849, the l^islatiire passed the ** Act t$tMiahh^ 
Free Bchoola thnmglumt ihe Stale" Its prominent proyiBions were the UA- 
lowiog: 

Oommcm schools in the several school districts in this^tate were declared 
free to all persons residing in the district over ^ye and nnder iwenty-ei^ 
yeurs of age. Persons not residents of a district were to be admitted iai^ 
the sehools kept therein with the approbation in writing of the tmsteea 
thereof or a majority of them. 

It was made the duty of the several boards of supervisors, at their annval 
meetings, to cause to be levied and collected from their respectiye oouiliii, 
in the same manner as county taxes, a sum equal to the amount of stala 
•ehool moneys apportioned to such counties and to apportion the santfi 
among the towns and cities in the same manner as the moneys received front 
the State are apportioned. They were also to cause to be levied and eoUee- 
4ed from each of the towns in their respective counties, in the same mamiir ' 
as other town taxes, a sum equal to the amount of state school moneys t^ 
portioned to said towns respectively. 

The trustees of each school district within thirty, and not lees thaa 
fifteen days preceding the time for holding the annual district meeting im. 
each year, were directed to pre^e an estimate of the amomit of money 
necessary to be raised in the mstrict for the aasuing year, for the payment 
of the debts and expenses to be incurred by the distnct for fuel, lurnitore, 
•ehool apparatus, repairs, and insurance of sehool house, contingent cxpoiaca, 
ind teacups wages exclusive of the public money and the money required by 
li^w to be raised Dy the counties and towns and the income of local funds, iaa 
to cause printed or written notices thereof to be posted for two weeks pre- 
vious to said meeting, up<Hi the school house door, and in three or more of 
the most public places in said district. The trustees were directed to present 
ench estimate to such meeting, and the voters present of fall age redding 
in sudi school district and entitled to hold land in the state, who own cr 
lease real property in such district, subject to taxation lor school purpoeea^ 
or who may have paid any district tax within two years preceding, or who 
own any personal property liable to be taxed for s<^ool purposes in such 
district, exceeding fifty dollars in value, exclusive of such as is exemjit 
from execution, and no others, were entitled to vote thereon for each item 
a^wratdy, and so much of said estimate as shall be approved by a majori^ 
of such voters present, was required to be levied and raised by tax on eaM 
district, in the same manner as other district taxes are now by law levied 
and collected. ' 

Whenever the voters of any district at their annual meeting refuse or 
ne^ect to raise by tax a sum of money, which added to the pubbc mon^, 
and the money raised hj county and towns will support a school in said 
district for at least four months in a year, keep the school house ill pit>per 
repair and fiomish the necessary fuel, ^en it was made the duty of said 
trustees to repair the school house, purchase the necessary fuel, and en^oj 
a teacher for four months, and the expense was dhrectea to be levied and 
collected in the manner above provided. 

Free and gratuitous education was to be given to each pupil, in each of 
the common, public, ward and district schools in the respective cities of 
t^s State, now incorporated or hereafter to be incorporated, including 
the schools of the public school society in the city of New York, according 
to any law now in force in said cities. And by each city, where such free 
end gratuitous education is not already established, laws and ordinance* 
Were without delay, to be passed, providing for, and securing and sustaining 
the system in each of their common, public, ward or district schools. 

All laws and parts Of laws inconsistent with the provisions of the aet, 
other than those relating to free schools in any cities in this state, were 
repealed. 
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Hie «U«tgra of ^ Bt«to inrt to dotermino hj bidlot at the mukiuX el«o> 
tieft to be held in Koyember following, whether this aet ehonldor ahould 
not heeome a law. 

In ease a maiority of the rotes east were found to be against snch law» 
the aet was to oe null and void ; otherwise to take efifeet immediately. 

At Uie annual state election, held on the 6th of Noyember, the whole 
number of votes cast for the Kew School Law was 249,872, and the whole 
number against it 91,961, being a majority in its fayor of 16'7,921. Four 
eounties only, yic : Tompkins, Cmeituuigo, Oortland and Otsego, giving mjt%cr- 
ities against it, amounting in the aggre^te, to 1,267, while the aggre^Kte 
minorities in its favor, cast in the remaming fifty-four counties was 168,181. 
Mr. HoiiGAN was re-elected Secretary of state and Superintendent of Com- 
mon Schools. 

The fc^lowinff is a statement of the votes of the several counties, showing 
the whole number of votes given, and the majorities in each for and against 
the aet : 



COUNTIES. 



Albany,. 

Allegany, 

Broome, t. 

Cattaraugus,,.... 

Cayuga, 

Clmtauque 

Chemung, ^ 

Chenango, 

Clhiton, 

Columbia, 

Gottland,* ^ «.. 

Delaware, 

Dutchess,. 

Erie,....* 



IVanklin, v^^. 

Fulton and Hamflton, 

Genesee, 

Greene, ».. ..... 

Herkimer,.... • 

Jefferson,* • • •..•••• 

Eng», 

Lewis, 

Livingston, • • 

Madison,.. «... 

Blmroe, *.... 

lloiitf[oiD«ry, 

New York, 

Niagara, 

Oneida, 

Onondaga, 

Ontario, «...., 

Orange, 

Orleans, 

Oiwego, - 



For the New 
School Law. 



8604 
8840 
2684 
4008 
6419 
4648 
2799 
8079 
2866 
6476 
1816 
2789 
7606 
8800 
2688 
1888 
2270 
2768 
2d86 
8898 
6997 
8649 
1961 
8861 
3912 
7641 
4222 
21062 
2868 
8606 
7940 
4611 
4448 
2804 
6474 



Against the 

New School 

Law. 



1806 

1669 

1664 

1808 

8066 

2660 

812 

8611 

747 

987 

926 

2668 

1279 

1642 

864 

460 

1188 

1264 

2140 

1461 

8812 

169 

1206 

1791 

2268 

2828 

786 

1818 

1881 

2911 

2002 

1688 

2288 

1884 

2860 



Majority 
for. 



. .»«•»• 



6798 
2171 
1080 
^00 
2878 
2098 
1987 

482 
21u8 (.«••••'• 
4489 

891 

120 
6827 
7268 
1779 
1878 
1187 
1604 

796 
1982 
2686 
8890 

766 
2060 
1644 
6218 
8487 
19789 

972 
4696 
6988 
292S 
2160 
1470 
8124 




St. 



*•••••• 



)•« 



*lMlttding the votes given for and against the ** Free Schod Law,** and 
forMidagamat the ** School Law,"* the majority mgaitut the law in this 
county was 80. 
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COUNTIES. 



For the BTew 
3cbool Xiaw. 



Otsego,.... 

Putnam, 

Qneetis,. 

Bensselaer,.... 

BlehxAond, 

Bo^dand, 

St. Lairrenee,. 

SaratojB^ 

Sohenectady,.. 

Bbhoharie, 

Seneca, 

Steuben, 

Svfislk,... 

Suifiyan, 

'Kpga, 

Tomj^dns, 

UUter, 

Wawen, 

WasbingtoQ,... 

Wayne, 

Weeltchester,.. 

Wyonang, 

Yateft, «,.. 
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t«52 
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4T49 
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«479 
2421 
^843 
2469 
6688 
1708 
4109 
4277 
4664 
$000 
2480 
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277 

896 

978 

22 

414 
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2110 

804 

2674 

886 
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988 

499 

887 

8177 

1182 

679 

2298 

2619 

982 

1662 

829 
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*■ 


77 
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1029 




1811 
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1658 
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8672 J 




1848 
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^9,872 



.91.961 



168,181 . 
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On the 10th o£ December, 1849, 8aicu«l S. Randall was re-afllf^oinied 
Deputy Superintendent of Cdmmon SchoelB, in the place of Mr. Jemimoiri 
appointed Deputy Secretary. 

^ot^pnthatanding the almost unaniMoiu \Hote of the electors of th* 8ti40 iH 
favor of tihe act of 18494t was met at^ilie outset of its practical administration 
by a t^iotant ' and wide - spead hostiUtr. In nearly half the counties of th* 
atate, the B6ard of Snperyisors had adjojumed their sessions, before the 
official anniinciation of 'its addption, ttid cqosequently without making ]M^ 
vision for the additional county tec requilred by tiie second seddon. ate 
h^eaTy defietencj of funds thus ocoaai«iea was leu to be supplied by a diftnel 
tax ; and the great inequality in the taxable property of the several distiiatt 
was severely felt, and Oontribujted to a very giDoai extent^ to render Ihe peao* 
tical operation of the new lair, bordensomie and opprsssive. Many of thia 
faaayiest iat payers had no direct interest in the schc>ols ; and in gebtral 
wherever tiiey constititted a mjajority of the legal voters of the diatriot» tf^y 
refiised aU Appropriations for the support cl the school beyond tiia tofSt 
months required by law. Petitions fbr a repeal or modification of tha latr> 
were lorwaraed in grett numbers £rx»n every section of the state : ind a Tttf 
general dtaaffBctiim existed towards Uie new system. 

^ an act passed *on the 80th of March, the sum of $260 was appxopriatod, 
annually to three yeavs to the Trustees of such Academies as the Kegetiie eJ 
the XInivefsity, should designate for that purpose, on condition that at kaat 
twen^ indittduals in sueh Academias should be instructed in the aoienM <st 
common sidiool teaching for at least ibur months during each of said jmn» 

On the first day of January, 1850, the Superintendent forwarded to tho 
legislature hit annual report, oy whi^ it appeared that the number of sgImoI 
districts in the state, was 11,191, the number of children between five and 
tfixleen 739,655 and the whole nimiber ofokadren tau^ during thft'^^ear 
1846^ 778409. Th4 reeommendation to restore the office id oounty Bupiiriaf 
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t^rfja^wr to cre9|«^ j^bat of aaiemUar distmt Sop<niit<aditt> waa r mewt^ 
^^^J)dn the WJ^sIatirte, togeti»riHth several other important modification 

* ***« "V«*-»p w»W|K lApr^ 

S^eral wm *«^e brought forward m each branch of. tbe l€^ialatiare, in ac- 
cordance with these reoosoutn^dations, and with the object of removkkip the 
obttOiloim features of the aewj law. Able »e|»rt8 were made by Mr. Bbibkuaii 
of Kew Yorl^ Chairman of the Literature Committee of the senate.' and by 
Mr. KnrGSLET of Cortland from a sefect C(»iimittee of the assembly^ to wltom 
th^ Wtrious petitions for .a repeal or modifieation j>f the law, were referred 
M^ BtfEBpuoHs of Orleans, the Chairman of the Committee on colleges aeade^ 
mies and common schools^ brought forward a bill, providing for Sie levvinff 
oi a general state tax of $800,000 ai^iually, for the support of the sohoofe. in 
ooniunotien witii the annual revenue of the sdiool fund. 

Tliis Hil passed the Assembly by a. vote of 10 in the affirmative to 80 in 
ihe negative | but no action was had on it in the Senate. In that body a 
bill was intrbduced pj Mr. Mann, of Oneida, r^ening the question of re^ 
peal <rf the act of 1849, to the deci^on of the people at the ensuing election 
ill^ passed the Senate, and received the assent of the House, after mid- 
ni^t of the last day of the session. 

The fifends of Free Schools, after the most strenuous and perbeverinff 
though ineffectual efforts to obtain such amendments or modification of ti^ 
law as might render its provisions genemlly acceptable, determined, under 
these eircumstancesy to oppose its uncouditional repeal They united, with 
great? unanimity, in the call for a State Convention at Syracuse, which was 
held on the 10th day of July, the Superintendent of Common Schoolsi Mr 
MoBOAU, preskUng ; at whidi, resolutions were adopted in favor of the prin- 
ciple of Free Schools, and recommending the friends of education genextdly 
thirougliout the State, to oppose the repeal of the existing law with the view 
of amending and perfecting its detuls. An animated and vigorous canvass 
ensued — the opponents of the law insisting upon its unconditional r^e^ witlh 
out re^d to the principle involved, and the friends of Free Schools, 'while 
ooBcedmg to the nillest extent the objections urged against the existing law 
inlisfing upon its reteErtion on the Statute book, for the sake of that princi- 
ple, ahd pfed^g themselves to unite with its opponente in such amencfiments 
anil modifications of the law itself, as public opinion should demand, and the 
best interests of educatioti require. So obnoxious, however, were the maid 
features of the law to the inhabitants of the several districts generally that 
•n aggregate majority of 46,8'74 was obtained, at the annual election in th« 
fiill of 1860, m forty-two of the fifty-nine counties of the State, in favor of 
itBTepeal< In the remaining seventeen, counties, including the City and 
County ol New York, the aggregate majority against repeal amounted to 
7i;912. The whole number of votes cast on this question (exclusive of im- 
pwtfeet and scattering baMots) was 398,654; of which 184,808 were given 
for, and 209,846 against the repeal of the law; leaving a majority of 26 038 
against such repeal ' 

The following Statement of the vote in the several Counties of the jState 
fox and agampt the Repeal, of the Fi-ee School Law, is derived from the offi^ 
cial returns to the Secretary of State's Offioe: 

' « j r ' • i ,,,. t .. __ 1 ■ I ,. 

Majority j Majority 
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Albany^.. ^... 
Allegany,*... 

frroom^, 

CfttWftug^ 

Cayuga, i, 

Chiautauquef 
Ch^muni^ ... 
Qhen|^<f, ,» 
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8810 

^im 

8021 
8176 
8689 
4724, 
2815 
4828. 



Against Repeal 

of the new 

School Law. 
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2161 
1846 
2196 
8409 
8094 
2135 
235$ 
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1626 
175 
979 
280 

1630 
180 

2470 
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6272 
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OOUNTIES. 



dintoQ, .v.. 

CkdumUa, 

Oortlaod, 

DeUwarOi 

Dutchess, 

Erie, 

Essex, 

Franldin, 

Fulton <fe Hamilton,. 

Qenesee, 

Gre«?ne, 

Herkimer, ....,,.....* 

Jefferson, 

King8,...., 

Lewis, ....,, 

JJvingst-on, ...... ...i, 

MaHiBon, 

Monroe, 

Montgomery, 

New York, 

NiA^ra, 

Oneida, 
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of the new 
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Onondaga, 

Ontario, .,...., 

Orange 

OrleanWj 

b«wego, 

Otsego, 

Putnam, 

QneeuB 

Rensselaer, ... 
Richmond...... 

Rockland, 

8t. Lawrence,. 

Sarfktoga 

Schenectady,.. 

Schoharie, 

Seneca. 

Steuben, 

Suffolk 

Sullivan,. 

Tioga.. 

Tompkins, 

Ulster, 

Warren. 

Washington^. 

Wayne, 

WestchesteTn- 

Wyoming, 

Tates 



1968 
2666 
8150 
4068 
2841 
4672 
2188 
1664 
2610 
2880 
821T 
8588 
6064 
1060 
1709 
8599 
8896 
5099 
2258 

987 
8461 
7414 
4657 
8712 
4183 
2885 
4241 
8816 

845 
1542 
8370 

851 

826 
4628 
4211 
1365 
4159 
1810 
6877 
2252 
1748 
2784 
4441 
8826 
1806 
8726 
4742 
2164 
8155 
2186 
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184808 



1898 
4894 
1168 
2040 
6764 
6415 
1559 
1221 
1587 
1698 
1847 
8038 
8968 

11136 
456 
2548 
8254 
5081 
8296 

88816 
2169 
6617 
6583 
2970 
8274 
1523 
8770 
2096 
959 
2050 
7176 
1212 
948 
8549 
8077 
1417 
1611 
2118 
4016 
1884 
1475 
1180 
1924 
4068 
1102 
2718 
26«'6 
4436 
1610 
1625 
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1879 

60 
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964 
1051 

642 
68 
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mi 

742 
909 

1312 
471 
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1134 
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1654 
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1546 
661 
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89fS 

174S 
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1042 
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192ft 



114 
608 
' 8806 
861 
lit 



62 



803 



237 



••« vat*** 

2272* 



71912 



Majority against repeal, 26,038. 

In his annual message at the opeoiog of the Legislature of 1861. Ooveraor 
Huirr thus adverted to tlie subject : 
«Tke operataoos of the act of 1849, establishing free sehoola^hare not 
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■ndnoed all the benefieial eflfoeU, nor imparted the general satififaetion an- 
liipated by the frienda ef the measure. It haa been the policy of onr State 
Irom aa early period, to promote the cause of popular education bj hberal 
attd eidiffhtened legislation. A munificent fund created by a series of mea- 
•urea, aU aiming at the same great result, has been dedicated by the Oonsti- 
tatton to the support of common schools, and the annual dividend from Hda 
WMirce will gradually increase. The duty of the State to proyide such means 
Ukd ladUties as will extend to all its children the blessing of education, and • 
eipeeially to confer upon the poor and unfortunate a participation in the ben- 
^nte of our common schools, is a principle which has been fully recognized 
and long acted upon by the Legislature and the people. 

''The Yote of 1849, in fiiiTor of the free school law, and the more recent 
Tote by a reduced majority against its repeal, ought doubtless to be regarded 
aa a re-affirmation of this important principle, but not of the provisions of 
tiie bill, leaving it incumbent upon the Legislature, in the exercise of a sound 
discretion, to make such enactments as will accomplish the general design, 
without injustice to any of our citizens. An essential change was made by 
the law under consideration, in imposing the entire bm-tben of (he ecliocJs 
upon property, in the form of a tax, without reference to the direct benefits 
.derived oy the tax payer. The provisions of the act for cair^-iug this 
plan into effect, have produced oppressive inequalities and loud com- 
plaintB. 

** In some districts the discontent and strife attendant upon these evils, 
have disturbed the liarmony of society. An earnest effort should be made 
to reconcile differences of opinion, to remedy the grievances arising from the 
imperfect operation of the law, and to equalize the weight of taxation by 
aueh principles of justice and equity as will ensure popular sanction. The 
cpcecss of our schools must depend, in a great degree, upon the united ooun- 
aels and friendly co-operation of the people in ea(£ small community compo< 
aing a district, and nothing can be more injurious to the system of'^ common 
school education than feuds and contentions among those who are responbible 
Ibr its healthful action and preservation. 

* It cannot bo doubted that all property, estates, whether large or small, 
"Will derive important advantages from the universal education of the. peo- 
ple. A well considered system, which shall ensure to the children of all, the 
Musings of moral dM intdtectual culture, will plant foundations broac r.i:d 
deep, tor public and prb^nifce Virtue ; and its effects will be f»een in the dimi* 
Bution <if vice and crime, the more general practice of industry, sclii^ity 
and integrity, conservative and cnlifihtcned lo^slation, and universal ob^ h- 
ence to the laws. In such a communit-T the rightp of property are stable, and 
the ')ontribiitions imposed on il are ^esemiaily lightened. But I entertain a 
firm conviction that the present l;iw lequires a tnorou2;h revision, and that an 
entire change in the mode » i assessment ij< indi8:;eT3sab3e.'* 

On the 7th »^f January. 1851, Mr. M.isovn irausmitted to the Lc^gislature 
his thir! annual report as Su;>c-nnt'iii'.eut, from which it appcam (hnt the 
whole iiumber of Jistricte in th^ State was 11,397 ; the numl)er of children 
between five and sixteen, on the Slstof December, 1849. 785,188; and the 
nnmlter <»f children taught <luring the preceding year in the several common 
arhoolflof the State. 794.500 — ^Ix'ing an excess of 59,812 over the number 
between the ages of five and sixteen, and of 16,191 over the whole number 
previously taught Tlic entire expenditure for school purposes, during the 
year reported, was $ 1 ,766,«?68.24. The number of volumes in the several 
district libraries was about l.SOOiOOO. The Superintendent a^ain urged upon N 
the Legislature the importance of a moi^e tliorough and effici^'ut lo<^ super- 
lx4on. through the agency of a County or Assembly District Superintendent; 
, aUnded to the increased usefulness and flourishing prospecta of the Normal 
chrclfi in whieh, in addition to the usual course of instruction, a limited 
Munber of Indian youth had been received as pupile during the preceding 
year ; ntid eoneladed by strongly urnng upon the attention 'of the legislature 
be expedicMy and Aeoeaaitgrvof aodn an amendmeiit of the exiaUngiA^, ea- 



tablubisff Free Sebode tbrou^cuit the Sti^e, as wm ^emaaded by jajmr 
liflJiteB^ public sentknent. "The history of the past year,'* he obstfwe^ 
**m refereiice to this f$reat enterprise, has been one of mingled trinmph and 
diaaat^, The prineijde incorporated in the < Aet for tiie estahlishment -iiC 
Pr^ Sebods throughout the State' has been again subjeeted to the. taab'of 
pttbUe opitiion. In their almosit unanimous approval of tha.t»rineiwleiBkikia 
oaayass of 1849^ the electors yery generally oyeHoeked the speeine detail* 
of Uicibill suWitted to their sanction, confiding in the di8|KMftt>dn>af tha 
Legislature, to modify such of its features as mi^t be praotieally objectraa- 
able. Serious obstacles to the. successful operation of the law preseuied 
themselyes almost upon the threshold of its administration. The boards i«f 
superyisors iii more than one-half of the counties of the State had adjourned 
their annual sessions befcare the act took effect, without makii^^e appne- 
priations required by its proyisions, leaying the several school districts to 
sustain a most unequal and oppreesiye burden of taxation for the support- c^ 
their, schools. 

*' Inequalities in the valuations of taxable property contribKited, in many 
localities, greatly to ag^avate this burden, and a spirit of oppoBition to » 
new law, inflamed by its determined opponents, manifested itself at the 
primary district meetings,^ and too often resulted in the entire rejection ^f 
the estimates prepared by the trustees, and the limitation of the term of 
school to the lowest possilue period authorized by law. Appeals were as- 
siduously made to tne cupoity of the heayy tax-payers>*thetr int^ests 
soiight to be arrayed ag^ainst that of their less fayorea br^hren, and againA 
the mterests of their childr^i ; their passicms stimulated by the real ineafial> 
-ities as well as fancied injustice of tne burdens imposed by the new lav, 
.were readily enlisted against every attempt to carry it into operation. Nu- 
merous petitions, were sent to the Legialatttre, praying for its repeal, or for 
such amendments as might render it more generally acceptable. 

" It was obvious that the law was liable to just and serious objections, and 
it did not meet with that general approval wnich was necessary to ensure ita 
success. Under these drcumstances, the friends of the new system wera 
among the first to concede the defects of the bill, and while urging the pree- 
ervation of Ihe fundamental principle which it involved, were anxiously so- 
licitous so to modify the details of tne measure, as to obviate all its obnoxious 
features. At their suggestion and with their coK>peration, bills were introdd- 
ced into both branches of the Legislature, providing for ag^ieral and equit- 
able system of State or county taxation, for the purpose of rendering tkt 
coimnon schools free to all, dispensing with the necessity of a disUict ' assets- 
tment, out of which the principal embarrassment had originated. In the As- 
sembly, the measures thus proposed were approved by a large majority ; tlfe 
Senate did not concur in the action of the House, but sent to the House a 
bill proposing a re-submission of the law to the people. At the close of the 
session, and when it became evident that no modineation of the obnoxious 
law could be obtained, this bill received the assent of the House. 

V By the adoption of^this measure, the friends of free schools.found them- 
selves in a very embarassing position; they were compelled either to give ihehr 
^ votes and influence in favor of the continuance of a law, some of the distiiM- 
tive feature of which were at variance both with their wishes and judgmeat, 
or, by sanctioning its repealyhazard the principle which had been deUberaie- 
ly adopted by the Lep^slature, and approved by the emphatic expresskm of 
tne puhlic wm. The issue thus presented could not fail of hemg greatly mis- 
apprehended. While the electors secured 4he renewed trium^ of the prin- 
ciple involved, there can be no doubt that thousands of yoteawere cast far 
the repeal of the law, by citizens who de^ed only its amendxpent, and wlio 
would hay e recorded their sufirages in favor of a system of free-spools pro- 
perly guarded, had the form of the ballot permitted iliem to do so. 

*' It remains then for the Legislature to give 'efficacy to iMm' renetwiM mt- 
presaion of the po^ulfur will, b^ the enactment of a law whiofajshall 'de£nitiyf- 
V ^gr<^t , the fr^ school principle, upon opr exiating system x>f primaiy 
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DuqaalitT-of tustioo. District tsiiitioa has been found to De imjoat, un- 
«qi»l uid ap^eseive. It shoold therefore at oooe be abuidoneii, so far m 
tlie cwdinary support oC the schools is concerned. Tie funds oeoeasary for 
paiymeot of Poachers' wages, in addition to the amount received from the 
State TVeasuiy, eboold be provided either by a State tax equitably levied on 
real and personal property according to a fixed and ooiform valuatloo, by 
a county and town tax, levied and aasesaed in the same manner, or by such 
a eombmation of these three modes as might be deemed most eipe- 
diflBt and Jndieions. 

" The common ichooli of the State shonld be declarod free to every resi- 
dent of tte rMpective diHtriots, of the proper age to participate in their 
baoefits ; and tn«r support sliould be made a charge npoa the whole pro- 
perty, either of the state at large, or of the ref^ieoliTe oaunties aad t«vna 
in which tbej are situated. 

" The bill whioh passed the Assembly at its last 
levying of an annual tax of 1800,000 oQ the r^ a 
the state aoccvding to the assessed valuation of su 
distribution of the ^gregate amount so to be ra 
WMUities aod towns erf the state, according to I 
of proper school age, residing in each. This sum, t 
•imuMly apportioked Eroln the revenue of the com 
it was supposed, be sufficient for the support 
the atate,duringan average period of ei^t inoaths 
anuMiot expended for teachers' wages, during th( 
096 St, to wtiieh is to be added an aggregate i 
Hbrary purposes, mskiEio; in the whole (I'^^-BBS 
however, entertains no doubt that the amount pro: 
bill referred to, in eonjimction vith the State Bj 
for whioh is rapidly and steadily increasing, will 

Vbe payment of teachers' wages for the average length of time during which 
tbe sf^ools have heretofore been tan^t, and t« the Bnaual and adequate 
r«pleDi»hment of the libraries and necessary apparatus in the achools. 

" Under the present defeetivcly adioinistered system of mssesiment, how- 
ever, such a tax will operate veiy unequally in different sectioni of tbe 
State. The standard of valiwtion.bothofreal and personal property, variM, 
as is well known, in nearly every county of the State ; vlule in some it ia 
estimated at its fair and marliet value, ia others it is assessed at three- 
fbartb^ two-thirds and sometimes as low as one'hatf its actual value. 11^ 
therefore the existing standard of valuation is t« be made the basis of tbe 
Bt^ortimiBieDt of the proposed tas, it ia manifest that a very unjust and 
opf^essive burden trill be cast upon those counties where the aBsessment is 
in strict accardaiiee with the provisions of law, for the benefit of those 
seetiou^kiwhidi its requirements are evaded by an arlHtraij standard »f 

" The distributii^n of money when raised, serves likewise to render Ibit 
disproportion still more manifest, that being based npon tbe population ao- 
eotding to the last preoedinff oenlus of the respective counties." 

" Should the legislature deem it expedient to charge the annual supptai 
otthe eebools, over an,d above the revenue of the schqoi fund, upon the 
taxable property of the State, and to retain the existing mode of distribn-' 
tion, the necessity of devismg some mode by which the standard of volulr- 
tion should be as oearly aa practicable unilorm thoughout the state, will be 
mierent. If this can b« accomplished, or if tbe distribution of the funds 
raised were directed to be made upon the same basis with the apportion; 
tnrat of the tax, there can be no douWn the judgment of the Superintendent, 
that a state tax for the support of our common schools will prove the 
BiBipkst, moat efficient and Denefieial mode of providing for the object ia 
view : the establishment and maintenance of a system of free aehool eduotr 
tioDiia aooordwice with theextffesaed wiaheaoftheiiiliahttantiof theStata. 
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<* If; however, this were found impracticable, the same residt may be 
obtuned by reauiring the board of superyisors of each county of the State 
to raise tmce the amount apportioned to the county, as a county tax, and 
levy an equal amount as a town tax, in the mode prescribed by the exist- 
ing law, idiich requires only an e^fwl amount to be levied as a county and 
town tax respectively. This provision would simply increase the ^ amount 
of school money now by law required to be raised, one third, while it would 
entirely dispense with district taxation, for the current support of the schools. 
Inequalities in the standard of valuation adopted by the respective counties, 
womd in tiiis case prove unjust and burdensome to none ; as the existing law 
has made complete provision for the adjustment of such inequalities in the 
case of joint distncts formed from parts of two or more counties or towns. 
The whole amount of taxable property of {[each county would contribute 
in equal and fair proportions to the support of the schools located in its 
territory ; and the anny dissensions growing out of the necessity of dis- 
trict taxation, the firuitml source of nearly all the opposition which has been 
made to the existing law, would be averted. 

** In apportioning the public money, and the money raised by a county or 
$tate tax among the several school districts, the Superintendent is of opin- 
ion that some more effectual provision than now exists,, should be made for 
the smaller and weaker districts, upon whom the burden of supporting a 
school for any considerable length of time during the year, is peculiarly 
oppressive. If a specified amount, say for instance fifty dollars, w&re re- 

Suired to be apportioned to every duly organized district whose report for 
iie preceding year shall be found in accordance with law, leaving the balance 
to be apportioned according to the number of children between the ages of 
four and twenty-one years residing in the district, the necessary encour- 
agement would be afitorded to every district, however limited its means, or 
however sparse its population, while ample resources would be left for larger 
and more populous districts. The several districts being thus furnished, 
with adequate funds for the maintenance of efficient schools during aa 
average period of eight months in each year, the trustees should be peremp- 
torily required to expend the moneys thus placed at their disposal, in the 
employment of suitably qualified teachers for such a length of time as those 
means may justify. 

** Such an arrangement would, it is believed, prove almost universally ac- 
ceptable to the people of the State. The principle involved has repeatedly 
received the sanction of public sentiment. It is in accordance with the 
enlightened spirit of the age. It is the only system compatible with the 
eenius and spirit of our republican institutions. It is not a novelty, now 
n>r the first time sought to be engrafted upon our legislation, but a princi- 
ple recognized and carried into practical operation in our sister State of 
Ifassachusetts from the earliest period of its colonial history — indentified 
with her greatness and prosperity, her influence and her wealth, at^ trans- 
planted from her soil to that of some of the younger States of theUnion. 

** In each of our own cities, and in many of our larger villages, it has 
been established and successfidly sustained ny the general approval of their 
citizens, and wherever it has obtained a foothold it has never oeen abandon- 
ed. It is only requisite to adjust the details of the system equitaUy and 
fairly, to commend it to the approbation of every good citizen as the noblest 
palladium and most effectual support of our free institutions. 

** The existing law has excited a degree of opposition which was not an- 
ticipated, but it is believed that it has grown out of the defects of the law, 
rather than from any prevailing hostility to the principle of free schools. 

** No law can be successfully and prosperously administered under our 
government, which does not receive the general approval of the people. It 
is the earnest desire, therefore, of the Superintendent, that the present law 
should be so amended as to produce er eater equality — to remove all reason- 
able ground of complaint, and to render our great system of education noore 
efficient and useful. 



"Ili^ idea of universal edacatioti is tbe grand central idea of the age. 
tJpon tliis broad and comprehensive basis, all the experience of the paet, alt 
th/s crowding phenomena of the present, and all our hopes and aspirations 
for the future, must rest. Our fore&thers have transmitted to us a noble in- 
heritance of national, intellectual, moral and religious freedom. They have 
confided our destiny as a people to our own hands. Upon our indiyidnal 
and combined intelligence, virtue and patriotism, rests the solution of the 
great problem of self-government. We should be untrue to ourselves, un- 
true to the cause of liberty, of civilization and humanity, if we neglected 
the assiduous cultivation of those means, by which alone we can secure the 
realization of the hopes we have excited. Those means are the universal 
education ef &ur' futufe ciHzenSf without discrimination or distinction. 
Wherever in our midst a human being exists, with capacities and faculties 
to be developed, improved, cultivated and directed, the avenues of knowl- 
edge ^ould be freely opened, and every facility afforded to their unrestrict- 
ed entrance. Ignorance should no more be countenanced than vice and 
crime. The one leads almost inevitably to the other. Banish ignorance, 
and in its stead introduce intelligence, science, knowledge and increasing 
wisdom and enlightenment, and yon remove, in most cases, all those incen- 
tives to icUeness, vice and crime, which now produce such a frightful har- 
vest of retribution, misery and wretchedness. Educate every child, ' to the 
top of his faculties,^ and you not only secure the commuinty against the 
depredations of the ignorant and the criminal, but you bestow upon it, in- 
stead, productive artisans, ^ood citizens, upright jurors and magistrates, en- 
lightened statesmen, scientific discoverers and inventors, and the dispensers 
ci a pervading influence in favor of honesty, virtue and true goodness. 
Educate every child physically, morally and intellectually, from l£e age of 
four to twenty-one, and many of your prisons, penitentiaries and alms-hous- 
es will be converted into schools of industry and temples of science, and 
the immense amount now contributed for their maintenance and support 
will be diverted into fiir more profitable channels. Educate every child--* 
not superficially — ^not partially — ^but tborou^y — develope equally and 
healthfully every feciilty of his nature — every capaldlity of his being — and 
you infuse a new and invigorating element into the very life blood of civili- 
sation — an element which will difiFiise itself throughout every vein and arte- 
ry of the social and political system, purifying, strengthening and regenera- 
tmg all its impulses, elevating its asprations, and clothing it with a pow<er 
equal to every demand upon its vast energies and resources. 

" These are some of the results which must follow in the train of a wisely 
matured and judiciously organized system of universal education. They 
are not imaginary, but sober inductions from well authenticated facts— de- 
liberate conclusions from established principles, sanctioned by the concur- 
rent testimony of experienced educators and eminent statesmen and pH- 
kmthropists. If names are needed to enforce the lesson they teach, those 
of Wasnington, and Franklin, and Hamilton, and Jefferson and Clinton, with 
a long array of patriots and statesmen, may be cited. If facts are required 
to illustrate the connection between ignorance and crime, let the official re- 
turn of convictions in the several courts of the State for the last ten years 
be examined, and Iheur instructive lessons be heeded. Out of nearly 28,000 
persons convicted of crime, but 128 had enjoyed the benefits of a good cam- 
mon school education ; 414 only had what the retmning officers characterize 
as a * tolerable' share of learning ; and of the residue, about one-half only 
oould either read or write. Let similar statistics be gathered from the 
wretched inmates of our poor house establishments, and similar results 
woidd undoubtedly be developed. Is it not, therefore, incomparably better, 
as a mere prudential question of political economy, to provide ample means 
for the education of the whole community, and to bring those means within 
ihe reach of every child, than to impose a much larger tax^ for the protection 
ef tjiat community against the depredations of the ignorant, the idle and 
the vicious, fAA ibr the snpport of the imbeeilei the ^ug^bdcss and intf— 
perate? 



''E^tty <M>i»kl«Ffttioiio(mii««f«dwithtlM prM€ii^^ttd folartv^elftrv of 
Ihe oommutiity— erery dieUle of an enlight^ed liumaait^-*-ev<er7 impulAV 
of an enlargied and com{N'efaen«iy« spirit of phiUnthrof^, oomtMoe in lavor 
of thifi great principle Public 46&^meiit fias declared in its fy.w<x, Tlie 
new States wbich, within the past few years, have been added to the Oon* 
leden^y, hove adopted it as tne basis of thedr system of public instruction; 
aiid the older States, as one by one tbey are reconstruating thtir fundamen' 
tal laws and constitutions, are engrafting the same prineipk u^on their in* 
Btitutions. Shall New York, in this noUe enterprise of ^dooatioo, retrace 
her steps f Shall she disaplioint the high hopes and expectations she ha^ 
excitect by receding from the adyanced position she now occupies in the yan 
of educational improyement ! Her past career, in all those eleiaents which 
go to make up the essential wealth and greatness of a people, has been <m» 
of progre^ and uninterrupted expansion. Hot fiuvseeing le^dators and 
statesmen^ unio^uenced by the skepti^sm of the timid, the iffffumxA and 
1^ faitUess, and unawed by the denunciations of the hostile, pfose<^uted 
that great work of internal improyem^it which will loreyer illustrate the 
pvide and glory of h«r political history. Jhe rich results of the experiment 
thus bcddly ventured upon have yinmcated Hieir wisdcmi. Is the deyelojK 
meht of tibe, intellectual and moral resources of her millions of future citi- 
lens an object of less interest, demanding a less devoted oeneecration oi th« 
energies of her people, and worthy of a less firm and unoomproraisiag per- 
severanee I 

" IHsreffarding 1^ feelings of the present hour, and looking only to the 
feture, will tJie consciouenais of having laid the foundation for the nniversal 
e^ieation <^ our peo^e be a less 'pleasing sulject ^ oontemplalion thao 
that ^ having aiaedm replenishing the co£fers of their wealth ? 

** In oonchisioo, the Superintendent cannot feel that he has fully met tho 
fesponsilWfy devdved upon him by ^s c^cial relations to the sehools of 
the State, were he to £ul in again mging upon the Legislature the definite 
adoption of this beneficent measure. Let its details be so adjusted as to 
bear equally upon all, oppressively upon none. I^et every disoordant ele- 
Inent of strife and passion be removed from the councils of the districts, let 
the necessary assessment for the great object in view be diffused ovot the 
vast aggregate of the wealth and property of the State. Then let teachersf 
w^thy of the nto^e, teachers intellectumly and morally qualified for the 
disdiarge of their high and respcmsible duties, dispense me benefits and 
riches of education, equally and impartially, to the eight hundred thousand 
children who annually congregate within the district sdiool room. 

** The children of the rich and the poor, the high and the low, the native 
and the foreigner, will then participate alike in the inexhaustible treasures 
of intellect, Uiey will commence their career upon a footing of equality, un- 
der the fostering guardianship of the State, and will gradually ripen into 
enlightened and useful citizens, prepared for all the varied duties of li^e, 
and for the full €»joyment of all tne Dlessin^ incident to humanity." 

Numerous petitions were forwarded to the legislature from different seo- 
tionfi of the state, for the repeal or amendment of the act of 1840. On the 
6th day of February, Mr. T. H Benedict, of Westchester, frcan the mi^VHity 
of the Ajsseml^y committee on eolleges, aeademies and eommon schools, pre- 
sented an elalxn'ate and able repoH, aecompanied by a bill ** to estamish 
Free Schools throughout the State.** This bill declared common schools 
free to every child l^tween the ages of five and twenty-one years ; directed 
the levying of an annual state tax of $800,000 for their support, in addition 
to the funds already provided by the constitution ; and povided for any 
balance that might be necessary for the payment of tesmmen* wages by « 
poll tax to be levied by the trustees on the inhabitants of the respective 
dirtricts. Mr. BuRRoeaxs, of Orleans from the minority of the committee, 
reported a bill entitled ** An act in relation to Ccaniaon Schools," directing 
the sum of $800,000 to be lanaually levied 1^ * state tax, one46urth of 
theavaB»of i^hiidL iogother wUh one^fiwith ef all otiter monMs .iipptieafa|« 
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%b iherfiumpoit of CMmnon Bcfaook wm diihected to b« eqoallj dhided asEMixg 
the Bey mi sahool ^ligtrictfly and tlie residue te be apporfioiied aee<»'diiig to 
the number of cbUdren reaiding> in each between the ages of five and twenty- 
<me ; and any bahince requisite to be raised by rate bill 

After a protracted diaoussion of several weeks the bill entitled ^ Ak act 
TO ESTABLISH Febie ScaBH)OLS THBOUOBOUT THi Statb,'* was passed by a YOtO 
of 72 to 21. By this act the several ecHnmon schools of the state was do- 
^ared free to all persons residing in the seyeral districts over fire and 
under tweftty-one years o€ age, as tiheerQinaffcer provided ; an amiual state tax 
of $808>000 was cureotod to be levied for their support^ one4hird of which 
and of all other monies apt^aUe to the support of conunpn schools, was 
Reeled to be equally divided among the several districts, and the residue 
to be apportioned according to the number of children between the ages 
of five and twenty-one ; asd any balance required for the payment of teachr 
«r^ wages^ to be provided for bgr m rate-bill, exempting all indigent persons. 
All property exempt by law from levy and sale on execution was aedared 
to be exempt from the operation of the collectors wamu^, on su(^ rate 
^Ms. On the lOtii of Apnl, this bili passed the Senate without ameod- 
ment, by a veie of 22 to 4, and on the 12th of April, was signed l^ the 
€hy?emer and became a law. 

Among those who by their exerticms and ii^uenee, contributed nuvierially 
to the fi^ esbablishment and recognition of the Free Bdiool priac^le, and its 
incorporation ae a f uwiameDital portion of our Ocmmon Sduxd ^fstem, wis 
may oe permitted without disparagement to others less prominently comiectod 
urith thk important movement, to enumerate Governors Stwabd and Mxrs^ 
Superintendents YooNOy Bknton and MoaoAir, Jahks W» BESKXAir, Hobaox 
d-nvBLKT and Henbt J. Ratmomo gS New York ; Thokab LBoaxTT, Jr. of 
<iueens ; Hon. Fbanxun Titcmill of SufiKdk, A. W, Ebgobtt, Oacbe Roepot 
and Thbodokx H. Benedict of Westchester : Alexanm» 0«, Johnsok, Hsiniir 
B. Haswsll, Jomr O. Oolb, Fkaxelbx Townsxkih Jomr V. L. Pbittn, Bbad- 
«xMtD B. Wood, Ber. HBiaTHAiFBBViLiJE,.FEiBirn HmrpffitEY, J. N. T. TuosBn, 
J. W. Btn;KLEV and Wiuiam F. Psbuw of Albany, Q&a. Jobf £. Wooi., Prol 
Baxbman and Oeobos M. Tisiitm' of Bensselaer; John Bowdish of Moid^ 
^ome^: HAiissT B. Wing of Warren ; William L. Obandall, editor ot Ihe 
Free School Ckrion; Hasvbt Baldwin, Obablxs & Seiwwiok, Rev. Sasuxl 
^. MAt, E. W. OvKTB, BsaaAMOX Oowias, and the members of the Teachem 
Association of Onondaga ; O. R Pixbob, of Oneida; Dr. John Millxb, SamuU 
B. WooLWMtTB and LBtri» KiNOSLBT of Cortiand ; Alakbon Hollbt of Wy- 
otmng ; Gen. W. B. Bobbell saad David MoMasteb of Steuben ; Caleb Lton 
of Lewis ; Dr. H. D. DmAMA of Seneca; Salem Town of Cayuga ; Jabbi IX 
Hammond of Otsego ; President Kott of Union College ; O. Gv Steele and 
Messrs StasIb A Rige of Erie ; Silas M. Bubouohb of Orleans ; O. Abohxe 
of Wayne and Obables R. CObdbn of Tio^ There were numerous other 
active and influeittial friends of education, in dififerent sections of the state, 
tv9iose services and exertions in bdnlf of this great measure, are none the 
less appreciated, aUhongh the limited space tit our disposal does not pennit 
(M to give their names in this oaaneetiraL 

GENEEAL OUTLINES OF THE SYSTEM. 

Tlie entire territory of tflie state^ comprising, exdnsiydy of ^e waters of 
the great lakes, an area of 46,668 square miles has been subdivided into 
about eleven thousand and four hundred school districts, averaging some- 
vthai mor6 than fotir square ttlles each — seldom, in the rural districts, rary'^ 
ing materially from this averap^e — ^and brin^g Hie remotest inhabitants 
of the tespectite districts withm a little more than one mile of the school 
house. . ^ 

Common schools in the several districts of the state are free to all resi- 
dents of the districts between the 9ges of four and twenty-one years, and non- 
residents of the district: mav be admitted into the echool of any district 
witii the written consent of tne irusteet. 
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Erery male person of the age of tweDtj-ooe yeari and apwarda, retSdior 
in any school custriot, fincluduig aliens entitled hj law to nold real estate) 
who owns or hires real propertj^ m such district snbjeet to taxation for 
school puposes, or who is a legal voter at town meetings, and is the owner 
ef personal [n'operty liable to taxation in the district for school purposes, 
exceeding fifty dollars in yalue, beyond such as is exempit from execution^ 
is entiUed to vote at any school district meeting held in such distriei. 

An annual meeting of the inhabitants of each district entitled to vote 
therein, is to be held, alber the first Qrsanization of the district, at the time 
and place . designated at the first and at each subsequent me^^ing ; and 
special meetings are to be held whenever called by the trustees. 

When le^Btlly assembled in any district meeting,«the inhabitants of each 
district, so entitled to vote, are authorized by a majority of the votes of thoee 
presoit, either by ballot or otherwise as they may determine, to choose 
three trustees, a district clerk, collector, and liiNrarian. The trustees chosen 
at the first legal meeting of the district, are to be divided by lot into three 
elasses, and £e term of office of the &*8t is to be one year ; of the second, 
two, and of the third, three years ; and one trustee, only is thereafter an- 
nually to be elected, who holds his office for three years. The clerk, coUeo* 
tor and librararian are annually elected. In the event of a vaeanc^ 
hiq>pening in the office of trustee, by death, refusal to serve, removal out 
o€ tne district, or incapacity to act, sueh vacancy may be snppUed by the 
distriet, and if more tnan a month is permitted to elapse, without filling it, 
tiie town Superintendent is authoifized to appoint ; ana the person so chosen 
or appointed holds <mly for the unexpired term of the office whose place he 
fills. A similar vacancy in the offices of clerk, collector, or librarian, is to 
be siqitplied by appointment of the trustees or a majority of them. The town 
Bupenntendent, on gA>d cause shown, is atttMriced to accept the resignar 
tion of any district offioer.^ 

The ii^Abitant^^f-the several districts, in district meeting assembled are 
also authorised to designate a site ibr a schoolhouse^or(with the eonsent of the 
town siqMrintendent)for two or more school houses for the distnct,and tovote 
aneh an amount as they may deem sufficient to purehase or lease such a site 
«r sites and to build hire or purchase a school house or houses, keep the same 
in suitable repair,and furnish them with the necessary fuel and uopendages ; 
and may, in their discretion vote a tax not exceeding twenty dollars in any 
ene year for the purchase of maps, globes, blaek-bMunds and . other school 
apparatus. No tax, however, for building, hiring or purchasing a school 
house'can exceed the sum of $400, unless ue town Superintendent of the 
town in which such house is to be situated, diall certify that a larger 
sum, specifying the same, oufl^ to be raised ; and when uie site for tne 
school houiTe has once been fixed j it cannot be change, while the district 
remains unaltered, but by the written consent of the town Superintendent^ 
and by the vote ayes and noes of a majority of the inhabitants of the district^ 
at a special meetmg called lor that purpose. In this case Uke inhabitants may 
direct the sale of the former site or lot, together with the buildings and ap- 
pertenances on such terms as they may deem most advantageous to the 
district, ai^d the trustees, or a majority of them are empowered to effect 
such sale and to execute the necessary conveyances. Hie proceeds njre to 
beappjlied to the purchase of a new site, and to the temoval^ erection or 
purchase of new houses. 

The general administration of the affiurs of the several districts, devolves 
principally upon the trustees, who have the custody of all the district prop- 
erty ; contract with, employ and pay the teachers ; assess all district taxes, 
following the valuations of the town assessor, so &r as they afford a guide, 
and make out the necessary tax lists and warrants for their collection ; call 
the annual and special meetings of the inhabitants ; purdiase or lease sites 
for the school house, as previously de8ignate4 by the oistrict, and build, hire 
or purchase, keep in repair and furnish such school house with necessary fuel 
and appendages, out of the funds provided by the distriet. for thfit purpose ; 
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pilrebiiM gaititble books for the district Bbrary, whioh is specially committed 
to their care, and procure all'such school apparatus as the district may di- 
rect; and on the nrst of January in each year make their report of the 
oondition of the district, in the form prescrioed by Uw, to the Town Super- 
intendent 

The productive capital of the Oommoi^ School Fund is at 
this time, $2,248,668 86 

The capital of that portion of the U. S. Depoeite Fund, the 
interest of which is annually appropriated to the support 
of Common Schools, is , 2,760,000 00 

To which may be added a sum that will annually produce 
a)i income of $26,000, reserved by the constitution to be 
added to the capital of the school fund, viz : 416,666 67 

Making an aggregate of. , ,.$6,400,280 OS 

The annnal interest on this sum, at 6 per cent, is $824,000.00 ; of which 
$800,000 is annually appropriated to the support of Common Schools, inclu- 
ding $66,000 for the purchase of District Libraries and school appar- 
atus. 

The sum of eight faimdred thousand dollars is annually required to be 
levied on the real and personal property of the State, and when collected to 
be paid over to the several County Treasure's, subject to the order of the 
8ta4;e Sqpenntendent of Common Schools, who is to ascertain the propor- 
tion of sueh sum to be assessed and collected in each counts, according to 
the valuation of real and personal estate therein, and to certify the same to 
the several County Clerks, to be laid before the boards of Supervisors, whose 
dutgr it is to levy sueh amount upon the County. On or before the first day 
of January in each year, the Sta!te Superintendent is required to apportion 
two-thirds of the amount so raised, together with all othel' moniiss i4)pro^ 
printed to the support of Common Sohools amon^ the several cooties, cities 
and towns of the State, according to the population of dmch counties, cities 
and towns, and to divide the remaining tiiird equally among the several 
districts. 

Under these provisions, the ap^regate amount of public money annuaHy 
af^XMrtioned by the State Supermtendent, and raised upon the taxable prop- 
erty of the several counties, is $1,100,000.00 ; of idiieb, $1,046,000 is appfi- 
oable ezehisively to the pavment of teachers' wages, and liie support of the 
school, and the remaining $66,000 to the pmrchase of school libraries and 
apparatus. ^ 

in addition to this, the inhabitants of each town of the State are author- 
ised to raise an additional amount, equal to Hieir share of the state fund, to 
be appropriated exclusively to the support of schools ; and many of the 
[towns are in possession of local funds applicable to this object, derived 
rom the sale of lands originally set apart m each township, by the Stat^ 
>r this purpose. 

Town superintendents are biennially elected by the inhabitants and 1ml 

)ters of the several towns, at their annual meetings in March and Aprilof 
each alternate year, and enter upon the execution of the duties devolved 
npon them, on the first Monday of November sucel^eding their election, 
holdings for the term of two years thereafter. They are required to execute 
to the supervisor of their town a bond with sufficient sureties, With a penal^ 
m doaUe tiie amount of all the school money received by the town, condi- 
tiofied for ti^e fidthfnl appUeation and legal disbursement of all the school 
money which may come mto their hand during their term of office^ and for 
the faithfiil disenarge of all their duties; lliey are authorised to form, 
regulate and alter the boundaries of 8<^ool districts, wh^ applied to for 
that purpose, or when in their judgment necessary and expedient, assoeiat- 
iikg wi^ them the supervisor and town derk of their town, whenever r«- 
foested by the trastaes of any district litteiwsted in any iwopaiMd flhe^^ 
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town colUotor reap«ctiTelv,BlI »cliool moaey apportioned ot belonging ta 

tbeir town ; and on w b«ii>re tlie first Tueadttj m April of each year U 

S portion tke same among the several diatricta of tJietr town, according to 
s number of children between the ages of four and twenty-one, reeitBng 
in «a«h. aa reported to them b; the tjusteea, provided such districts hare 
in all respects complied with the directioiiB of law during the preo«ding 
y«ar, imd made the aonuat report required of them. 

No district, without the special permiselon of the itste superintendent 
t»o participate in snch apportionment, which baa not had a school taught 
within it for at least six months during the jear reported, by a duly qiutli- 

"-' '---'-- ^'■-' • ' *--,thfully expended alii' "- " 

in which a school has 

^ ^ J _n vmqualifled teacher. 

In nu^ng such apportionment, the town Superintendents designate the 
Mj^wceife snau apjAicaUe to the payment of teachers, and to the purchase 
of libraries and s^ool apparatus ; asd hold the formsr aabr*o^ to the 
order of the trustees, <7 of a gujority of d>em, ia fitTcr of th» teaah s w enir 
ployed by them aud dnly qnaUfied acoording to law ; p^nf «Ter the liWaiy 
money directly to the trustees. They are also to examine candidates lot 
teachers and to grant oertifieates of qutJifioatitM, .which ar« valid for ene 
year mlj, and may at any time be annulled by tliem, on natioe to Uw taaoh-- 
«r holding such oertifitste ; and to visit and inspect the aevaral schooi* of 
fiieir town at least twice in each year, and aftener if Iba; d«eDijt nMa0> 
■ary. On the first day of July of ^oli year, they are ta mak« and £le witlt 
Ehe county oUr^ a report in the form prescribed by the Stale Superinten' 
dent and containing such infimoatioB in rvCsrence to tbe eraiditioo of tht 
Bchools in their town, as he may bom time to time diieet. At tbe ezptraf 
ticu of tbeir term of office they ar4 to aecount to thur s uMcssora for ail til* 
adtool moneys reaaived and disbursed by thein, and to p«y orei^ any bftlanoa 
rewainiog in thair hands. For tiieir MTTioas thcT h« entitled ta reoaii^ 
tl,25 pn dav fur aTwy day actually devoted 1^ then ts tlM diatharga ti 
ibm official dntie*. 

At the seat of government, the State ITobhil School semi.mnnally 

rMeives Doder its instmotioQ bom. two hundred to two hundred and fifty 

pupils of both 4«xcp, ^elected by the Board of Town Superintendeote of tha 

r^ptelive oountias, aaeb Quunty beiai; entitled tfl two pujuls iir eai^ 

QianW %f Aasamblj, After sp«iiding^ bom two to three years in the 

kutitutitai, the gnaduatea (otuiji to their rospeetiTe odnnties, and eater upoa 

the active disc^j'ge of tbeir duties as teachers ; com muni catiog. as oftea 

mayba practicable,' threvgh Uie- ageaoy of the TbacSeu lHmiTuiBa,in 

e e^ving and fall at aaoh fen, a general knowledge of the modes of 

teaching ^vcmment and discipline attained bj them in tbe Normal Scho^ 

These iNmiUTu, under the lupervision aad general direction of the most 

eweiienoed gniifee, enaUe eveCy ttacher (o ae^naiat himself jH-adaoallj' 

and fiuniliarly with the duties devolving upon him. and secure to eaoh onv 

■ State, a hithbl aid efficient teacher^ 

oootlolling, regulating, aad pTiug Ufa 

itato Si^Mrintendeat. Hs ifiparticaa 

le pohlM moo«f among Um leTend 

e wna, inatniBtuMia, decfuoos, &rma 

u^orintendanta to the aaferaldietriol* 

m all the ants and proeeedinga of th« 

ud their officers, as wdl as of Town 

MvrcspMidenae with tim saTarei officera 

I the system in ti^ its parti; aa wall 

its saMing aid, coudmI oi advioa^ 

, , r, on equitaUs' pnucipleB, in all caaM 

of ioadvarlBBt, uuintention^ ixr. aeoidentad amisaiona to aomplv with ^ 

•tfint y ay iW l itw * ft the Uv ; giants H»bt MMiGcatat «t foahiicatiOB tn 
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MRii; teaefaire as be" de€Mi9 irortiiy : repoHls aonnallt U> the legislattire 
respecting' the oendHloii, pro^peets and resoorees df {he Common Sdkools, 
and the management ef the Sc^Mxd fond, together witii snch suggestions for 
the improrement of the system as may oeetor to him ; and TigHantly watches 
€Yer, eDco<iirage8^ sustains, and expands to its ntmoet practicable limit, the 
mast system of common school education throughout the state. 

Slick fis a condensed view of our jo'esent system of Coxvov School 
BuooAiioir ; — a system elaborated and matured to its j^resent state, by the 
exertions of the nigbest minds among us, dui^g a period of forlrp* years ; a 
System eomnrehending the best and deafest interests present and prospect- 
vre of an enlightened and Aree people — ^full of promise for the future, and 
eentainhig within itself, the germs of the most extended individudl, 
soeiid and national prosperity ; a system identified irith the higher hopes 
and interests of all classes of the oommunity, aiid from whi^ are destined 
to ^w those streams of intelligence andf of puMe and priyate yirtue 
vhich alone caa ena)!4e us irorUmy to fulfil the noUe destinies involyed ixk 
mu* free inslitntions. 

But in this country, ilo syistems, howeyer perfect, no enactments, boirereir 
enlightened, and no atitfaontjy, howeyer constituted, can attaiiLto the full 
aocomfdishmeQt of their object, hoireyerpiraiseworthy and laudat>le, without 
lihe heartj^ and efficient co-operation of puUic sentiment. Aided by thn 
eo*operation, the most important residts may be anticipated from the most 
SBn]^e organizaition. The repeated and solemn recc^^nition by the represeir- 
tatiyes of the people, of the intwests of popidar education and publie 
inafcnictioa ; ^b» nearly unanimous adoption of a system, commended to- the 
pttblic fiayor as well by practical experience, as hy the concurring testimony 
ef the most eiUSghtenea nnnds of our own and o^her countiies ; and the 
simplification <^ much of the complicated machinery which seryed only to 
encumber and impede the operation of that system ; these indications afford 
the most conclusiyer eyidence not only of the importance which the 
great mass of our fellow citizens attach to the promotion of soimd intellectual 
and moral instruction, but of their determmation to place our common 
schools, where this instruction is chiefly dispensed to the childroi of the 
state, upon a footing which shall enable them most effectually to accomplish 
the great objects of their institution. 

It is upon the extent and permanency of this feeling, that the fri^ids of 
education rely ; and this spirit to which they appeal, in looking forward to 
the just appreciation and judicious improyement of those means of moral and 
mental emig^htenment which the beneficent policy of the state has placed at 
the disposal of the inhabitants of the seyeral districts. The renoyation of 
our common schools, distributed as they are, oyer eyery section of our 
entire territory, their eleyation and expansion to meet the constantly 
increasing requirements of science and mental progress, and their capability 
of laying Inroad and deep the foundations of character and usefulness, must 
depend upon the intelligent and fostering culture which they shall receiye 
at the hands of those to whose immediate charge they are committed* 
lliere is no institution within the rai^e of dyilization, upon which so much, 
for good or for eyil depends — ^upon which hang so many and such important 
issues to the future well being of indiyidiuals and communities, as the 
common district schooL It is through that alembic that the lessons of the 
nursery and the famUy fire-side, the earliest instructions in pure morality, 
and the precepts and examples of the social circle are distilled ; and from 
it those lessons are destinea to assume that tinge and hue which are perma- 
nently to be incorporated into the character and the life. Is it too mudi 
then, to ask or to expect of parents, that laying aside all minor considera- 
tions, abandoning all controyerdes and dissentions among themselyes in 
reference to local, partisan and purely selfish objects, or postponing them at 
least, until the interests of their, children are placed beyond tne influence of 
these irritating topics, they will consecrate their imdiyided energies to th« 
adyancement and improyement of these bwefioent institutione. Resting as 



H does upon their support, indebted to them for all its aieans of neeftihieas, 
and dependent for its conUnued existence ujpon their diseriminating h,wcr 
and efficient sanction, the practical superiority of the existing system of 
public instruction, its comprehensiveness and simplicity — its abondant and 
unfailing resources — and its adaptation to the educational "wants of ererj 
class of community, will prove of little avail without the invigorating 
influences of a sound and enlightened public sentiment, emanating from, 
and pervading the entire social system, l^e district school must beoome 
the central interest of the citizen and the parent, the clergyman, the lawyer, 
the physician, the merchant, the manu&cturer and the agriculturist. £!aoh 
must realise that there, under more or less favoring ausjNces, as th^ them- 
selves shall determine, devdopments are in progress which are deatmed^ at 
no distant day to exert a controlling influence over the institutions, habits, 
modes of thought and action of sodety in all its complicated phases ; and 
that the primary responsibility for the results which may be thus wotked 
out, for good or for evil, rests with thenL Bv the removal of every obstaale 
to the progressive and harmonious action of the system of popular education, 
«o carefulr^ organized and amply endowed by the state, by a constant, and 
methodical and intelligent co-operation witn its authorized agents, in the 
elevation and advancement of that system in all its parts, and especially hv 
an infusion into its entire course of discipline and instruction of that hkgtk 
moral 4mlture which can alone adequately realize the idea of* sound educa- 
tion, results of inconceivable magnitude and importance to individual, soeial, 
and moral well being may confidently be anticipated. These results can only 
]b>e attained by an enlightened appreciaticHi and judicious oidtivation of the 
ineans oi, elementary instruction. They demand and will amply repay the 
consecration of the highest intellectual and moral energies, the most compre- 
hensive benevolence, and the best affections of our oommen natura 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT 

Of ike condition of the Common Schools, from 1815, the period 
of the f>rst Statistical Report^ to 1850, 
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Hay 1,1815 
1816 
1817 

« 1818 

*♦ 1819 

Jan. 1,1820 

« 1821 

« 1822 

•« 1828 

«• 1824 

«* 1825 

•* 1826 

«• 1827 

« 1828 

« 1829 

« 1830 

•* 1881 

•* 1882 

- 1888 

- 1884 
« 1836 
«« 1836 
« ISS*? 

- 1888 
•* 1839 
•< 1840 
« 1841 
« 1842 
« 1848 
•* 1844 
■ 1845 
« 1846 
" 1847 
•* 1848 
•* 1849 
« 1860 



2,755 

8,713 

3,264 

4,614 

6,763 

6,332 

6,669 

7,061 

7,882 

7,642 

7,773 

8,114 

8,298 

8,609 

8,872 

9,063 

9,339 

9,600 

9,690 

9,866 

10,132 

10,207 

10,845 

10,583 

10,706 

10,769 

10,88^ 

10,898 

10,875 

10,990 

11,018 

11,008 

11,062 

10,621 

11,191 

11,397 



2,631 

2,873 

3,228 

3,844 

5,118 

5,489 

5,882 

6,266 

6,705 

6,876 

7,117 

7,660 

7,806 

8,164 

8,292 

8,631 

8,841 

8,941 

9,107 

9,392 

9,676 

9,696 

9,718 

9,830 

10,127 

10,897 

10,688 

10,646 

10,656 

10,867 

10,812 

10,796 

10,869 

10,494 

10,928 

11,173 



140,106 
170,386 
183,263 
210,316 
271,877 
304,669 
332,979 
861,173 
377,084 
402,940 
426,566 
431,601 
441,866 
468,205 
480,041 



507,106 
494,596 
612,476 
631,240 
641,401 
632,167 
224,188 
628,918 



176,449 
198,440 
218,969 
235,871 
302,708 
317,633 
339,268 
367,029 
873,208 
388,600 
396,686 
411,266 
419,216 
449,113 
468,267 



499,424 497,608 



509,967 
608,878 
622,618 
634,002 
640,286 
638,398 
536,882 
639,747 



667,229 664,790 



672,996 
603,688 
598,749 
667,782 
709,166 
786,046 
742,423 
748,887 
476,723 



794,606 



692,664 
683,347 
601,766 
677,995 
696,648 
690,914 
708,899 
700,448 
718,123 



778,809^739,655 



736,188 



$48,876 

46,898 

54,799 

59,933 

59,968 

59,980 

79,957 

80,104 

80,000 

80,000 

80,000 

80,000 

80,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,080 

100,080 

100,080 

100,000 

100,000 

110,000 

118,793 

♦275,000 

•275,000 

•285,000 

♦275,000 

276,000 

276,000 

276,000 

276,000 

275,826 

284,902 

285,000 
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155,720 
64,834 
73,236 
93,010 
117,151 
146,418 
157,195 
178,420 
180,820 
182,741 
182,790 
185,720 
222,^95 
232,348 
214,840 
288,640 
244,998 
805,682 
307,738 
816,168 
312,181 
818,37a 
335,896 
385,882 
874,411 
688,686 
658,964 
676,086 
660,727 
689,606 
725,066 
772,578 
829,802 
868,594 
846,710 
767,889 



98 
88 
42 
54 
07 
08 
04 
60 
25 
61 
09 
46 
77 
21 
14 
86 
85 
78 
08 
98 
20 
91 
10 
92 
61 
94 
70 
07 
41 
60 
19 
02 
88 
84 
45 
20 
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$297,048 44 
846,807 20 
874,001 54 
858,320 17 
369,696 86 
898,187 04 
419,878 69 
426,560 86 
486,346 46 
477,848 2t 
521,477 49 
476,448 27 
483,479 54 
468,688 22 
609,376 97 
447,565 97 
468,127 78 
460,764 78 
462,840 44 
466,674 44 
489,696 63 
508,724 6« 
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*Iiieliidmg rereane from United State* Deposit FwsmL 



AN ACT TO ESTABLISH FREE SCHOOLS THROUGHOtrT 
THE STATE. 

Fan*d AprU IS, 16S1. 

TSt People of the State of Jf« Tork, rep^etmied in Bemile and Attembly, 



topleaf t> 



I % I. CommoD schools ia tbe eeveral school dietricta in thb State iJiall b« 
fns to all peTBODB iWdbg in &« dbtnct, otst ive aad iwder tirsiit^-one 
jetrt of age, ki iKreinaftcr pcocitW^ IPerKiDs not rflsMent of % district 
may be admitted into the Bchoole kept tierein, with the ■pprobation, in 'wA- 
ttw, of the Inisteet thereof, or a majority of them. 

§ 2. There ehall hereafter be rused by tax, in each and every year, upcn 
the resl oad pergonal estate Within ttan etate, die sum of eight hundred thoa- 
Kud dollars, whit^ shall be leviad, Msaued and odleeted in the mode pre- 
■oribed by chapter thirteen, part first of the rarised statMsB, relaUng to tbe 
Bneaunent and collection of taxes, and vhen otillected shall be paid orer t« 
the reniectire cotmty treasorets, sabject to the order of tbe state superinten- 
dent of commml sdioals. 

g S. The state superintendent of eommoa acboeh dull aacertaio tbe por- 
tico of said sum of eight hundred thousand dollars to be BHeeaed and eollect- 
ed in each of the seTcral countiea of ttds state, IVf dividina the said sum 
among the several counties, according to the Taluation of real and personal 
estate therein, lut it shall appear by the asfesuneat (^ the year next precft- 
<CDg the one in vhich said sum ia to be raiuai, aid ^all certify to the cWk 
of each county, before the tenth day of July in each year, the amount to be 
rajaed b; tax ui such count; ; and it sball be the dut^ of the sefetal coonty 
clerks of this state to ddirer to the board ot Buperruors of their respectiTe 
counties, a oopy ol eudi ceitificate, on the first day ot their annual sesaioa, 
•ad Che board of BupeDvisors of eaoh countj shall assess suc^ amount upon 
the real and personi^ estate of such county, in. tbe manner prarided by law 
for the assessment and colUcticni of taxes. 

g 4. Tbe slate superintendent c^ cotamon schoola shall, on or before the 
first day of J^uary in eveiT year, a^iortuin and divide, or oause te be ap- 
portioned and divided, one ton'd of the sum so raised by general tax, and oua 
third of all other roooejs appropriated to the suppwt of etanmon schools, 
le <rf distriote, and separate naighbor- 
shall have been received in aceordaace 
a : to each separate neu;bb<»hood be- 
aiBiBg state, there shBll be sppertiooed 
rtj-three cents for each child in such 
ir aad tweaty-ane) ; but Che taaa so tii 
neighberboed, shall in no cass exceed 
e remaiader of such one-thnd shall be 
ig tbe several distrists; and the state 
.11. by proper regulationa and instiuo- 
lor the paymrait of mich. momeja to the 
U and seheol districts, 
te eupartntendeMt of *'^"'™ scboalg, 
\ everj year, to ^wovtioD and divide 
' * -' '-■ boDdrad U ' ■ - 



ot eight boDor 
birds of aU eUier moo^ approprialed 
D schatda awong the Mveiu oounlieB, 
•ewM aod toiTDs ot the stale, in the mode now prescribed by Iwr for the 
•diviaioD and aspasrtioBmeut of the income of the commoa seluwl fund ; ud 
0x0 ahara of the several towns and wards ■& ^jportioned aad divided shall 
«a paid over en and after the first Tuesday in FehruM-y, in each ;f Mr, to the 
MTera] town superiatauienta of cocomon scbotds, and ward or city officers, 
■eotitUd . 1^ law to receive the same, and shall be apportioned hj them amooK 
the Bev^ sdiool districts and parts of districts in their several town* Ma 
wards, aocordiBf ta Ih* numte of «hildreo batwaot the agm of four and 
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twenty-one years, residing in said distri<d» and parte of districts, a» the same 
shall nave appeared from the last annual report of the trustees ; but no nun* 
eys shall be apportioned and paid to any district or part of a district, unless 
it shall appear from the last annual report of the trustees, that a school has 
been kept therein for at least six months during the year ending with the 
date of su<^ rep<ui^ by a duly qualified teacher, unless by special permission 
of tlie state superintendent oi common schools ; excepting, also, that the first 
ap^rtionment of money under this act shall be made to all school districts 
which were entitled to an apportionment of public money in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-nine. 

§ 6. Any balance required to be raised in any school district for the payment 
of teachers' wases, beyond the amount apportioned to such district by ihe 
previous provisions of this act, and other public moneys belonging to the dis> 
trict applicable to the payment of teachers' wages, shall be raised by rate-tall, 
to be made out by the trustees against those sending to school, in proportion 
^ to the number of days and of children sent, to be ascertained by the teacli- 
er's list ; and in making out such rate-bill, it shall be the duty of the trustees 
to exempt, either wholly or in part, as they may deem expedient, such indi- 
gent inhabitants as may in their judgment be entitled to such exemption ; 
and the amount of such exemption shall be added to the first tax list there- 
after to be made out by the trustees for district purposes, or shall be sepa- 
ratelj levied by them, as they shall deem most expedient 

§ 7. The same property whidi is exempt by section twenty-two, of article 
two, title Ayej chapter six, part three of the revised statutes, from levy and 
sale under execution, shall be exempt from levy and sale under any warrant 
to collect any rate-bill for wages of teachers of common schools. 

§ 8. Nothmg in this act sh^ be so construed as to repeal or alter the 
provisions of any special act relating to schools in any of the incorpora- 
ted cities or villages of this state, except so far as they are inconsistent 
with the provisions contained in the first, second, third and fourth sections of 
this act 

, S 9. Chapter one hundred and forty of the session laws of one thousand 
^ht hundred and forty-nine, entitled " An. act establishing free schools 
throughout the state," and chapter four hundred and four of the session, laws 
of one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, entitled " An act to amend an 
act establishing free schools throughout the state," and sections sixteen, seven- 
teen and eighteen of the revised statutes relating to common schools, requir- 
ing the several boards of supervisors to raise by tax, on each of the towns of 
their respective counties, a sum equal to the school moneys apportioned to such 
towns, and providing for its collection and payment, and all other pro- 
visions of law incompatible with the provisions of this act are hereby re- 
pealed. 

§ 10. The state superintendent of common schools shall cause to be pre- 
pared, published and distributed among the several school districts and scnool 
ofiicers of the state, a copy of the several acts now in force relating to com- 
mon schools, with such instructions, digest and en)08itions as he may deem 
expedient ; and the expense incurred by him therefor shall be audited by the 
comptroller and paid by the treasurer. 

§11. All the moneys received or appropriated by the provisions of this 
act shall be applied to the payment of teachers' wages exclusively. 

§ 1 2. It shall be the duty of the trustees of the several school districto in 
this state, to make out and transmit to the town superintendent of the town 
in which their respective school houses shall be located, on or before the first 
day of September next, a correct statement of the whole number of children 
residing in their district on tiie first day of August preceding the date of such 
report, between the ages of four and twenty-one ; and such town superintend- 
ent diall embody such statement in a tabular form, and transmit the same to 
the county clerk in sufficient season to enable the latter to incorporate the in- 
formation thus obtained in the annual report required by him to be made to the 
state superintendent of common schools for the present year. 
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g 18. It ahall also be the duty of the trustees of the several school dis- 
tricts, in their annual reports thereafter to be made, to specify the number of 
children, between the aforesaid ages, residing in their respectiye districts on 
the last day of December in each year, instead of the number of such chil- 
dr^i between the ages of five and sixteen. 

§ 14. Hiis act shall take effect on the first day of May next; but nothing 
herein contained shall be so construed as to affect proyisions already made in 
the several school districts for the support of schools therein under ^yiating 
laws for the current year. 



PART II. 



STATUTES 

EELATINO TO 

COMMON SCHOOLS, 

INCLUDINO 

TITLE n. CHAPTER XV, PART I. REVISED STATUTES. 



[Pursuant to the directions of the 10th section of the act of 
ehap. 151 of the laws of 1851, there are inserted in this publica- 
tion of the second title of chapter 15, all acts and parts of acts con- 
nected with the subjects of the said title, which are now in force • 
and where the provisions of that title have been altered by subse- 
quent acts, such provisions have been varied in order to conform 
them to such alteration. The original ntmber of each section is 
in all cases retained, whether it was a part of the Revised Statutes 
or was taken from some session law passed since 1828. In the 
latter case, there is a reference to a note at the foot of the pa<'e, 
which gives the particular chapter from which the section is taken 
and its number is enclosed within brackets, in order to designate it 
more distinctly from the sections of the Revised Statutes, which are 
printed with the section mark only. 

To facilitate refei-ences to them, the sections in this edition are 
also numbered continuously from the first to the last, without re- 
gard to the statutes from which they are taken; The index &t the 
end refers to these numbers.] 

TITLE II. 

OF COMMOI^ SCHOOLS. 

Aht.I. — Of the powers and duties of the superintendent of com- 
mon schools, and of the apportionment of school 
moneys. 

Art. 2. — Of the distribution of the commoii school fund. 
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Art. 8. — Of the powers and duties of town superintendents of com- 
mon schools. 

Art, 4. — Of inspection and supenrision by town superintend- 
ents. 

Art. 5.— -Of the formation and alteration of school districts ; the 
powers of school district inhabitants ; of the choice, 
duties and powers of school district officers ; the as- 
sessment and collection of school district taxes ; the an- 
nual reports of trustees ; school district libraries. 

Art. 6. — Of certain duties of the county clerk. 

Art. 7. — Miscellaneous provisions. 

article FiBar. 

Of fAe Powers and Duties of the Supenraendent of Common 
Schools, and of the Apportionment of School Moneys, 

No. 1 — § 1.* There shall continue to be a superintendent of 
common schools, whose duty, among other things, it shall be, to 
prepare and submit an annual report to the legislature contain- 
ing* • 

1. A statement of the condition of the common schools of the 

state: 

2. Estimates and accounts of expenditures of the school moneys : 
8. Flans for the improTcment and management of the ceminon 

school fund, and for the better organization of the ocwimon sohook ; 
and, 

4. An such matters relatmg to his office, and to the commoii 
schools, as he shall deem expedient to communioate. 

2fb, 2 — [§41^] The superintendent of common schools 9uij 
designate and appoint any one of the clerks employed by him to 
be his general deputy, who may perform all the duties of the 
superintendent in case of bis absence or a vacancy iq his office.^ 

2fb, 3— [8 8.] The superintendent of common schools nlUy 
appoint such and so many persons as he shall from time to tim« 
dieem necessary, io visit and examine into the condition of thie 
common schools in the county where such persons may reside, 
and report to the superintendent on all such matters relating to 
the condition of sudi schools, and the means of improving them, 
as he shall prescribe ; but no allowance or compensation shall be 
made to the said visitors for s^ch services. ^ 

2f6. 4 — [§ 10.] The superintendent of common schoolsi on 
such evidence as may be satisfactory to him, may grant certificates 
of qualification under his hand and seal of office, which shall be 
evidence that the holder of such certificate is well qualified in res- 
pect to moral character, learning and ability, to teach any district 
school within this state ; which certificate shall be val^ untiMnlj 
revoked by the superintendent ^ 

(1.) Laws of 1841, chap. 260, § 41. (2.) Laws of 183«, chap. 880, §8. (8.) 
Uws of 1848, chap. X<8,§Ml *^ ** W 
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of jfche M^eriipleodaat of oraftipoii sdM^ols, and aH adb atid tleeisiotit 
hj Idm^ may be aathentioated under the selil ^^iks ofito ^ Ml^3ve*' 
IM7 ol state, and when «o aoihentsefited shall be evidence ieqaall[fv 
and ia likeNiMMHier as the orighials^ 4 

Mo^ &^§d 4 lb] The superintei^deiit shall appottiontiieaelidei 
QMmeja U» he annaallj distribated aHkongst the sererai eounties 
of the fitat^ and' the share ef each doimtj, amon^ its respeetit^ 
lewns 'and .ctdes* fioeh apf>oiftu»mieiit' shall he made aawHlg 
tbe several taa[&a»d bities <^the alatej according to th^ ratio c(f 
Iheir popwlat^on resp^tly^, ie compared wkh aid popntetion of 
the whoietstale^ aecop^ng to the last precediDg census: > ^*>' • > 

N9, . 7r-^§ 1 6.} When the censtis ov retorns, apon Tdttcfc aa 
apportiettineait! is to he made, shall be so lar defective, hi tespe^A 
to any county, dt^* or tovrn, as to render it inipractidable^r the 
Mi|ieiiiQtendeot to aadertain tlie< diare of school mobeye; which 
^i^ht then tobe'Apfoitiened to such county, oitj or town, heshdU 
aaoectain, by the Irast evidence u his power, the facts ppon which 
the cado^f sad]i apportiMHuent shaM depend, and shall nake tlM 
•ppertibnm^at aeco|xlii|gly<. . t i ■ ., 

iVb. S-^]§* 2«] ODheve shall hereafter he liaised by tair, in each 
an4 e;very yeac, wpon the ireid aild personal e^te' within Wia state^ 
tiie sum (^( eight hundred thousand •d<^iarsy wbioh shall he letiedl^ 
aasessed and coUeeted in tiie mode prescribed by^ ciiapter dihteen^ 
part first, ^of the on vised statutes,; rdating to the as6eisntei|t and^olr 
lectiop of taxes^ and when, eoUected shall be paid itivep to ^ r^ 
•pective oooniy treasurers^ enbjectto ihe orders tbe titate sopei^ 
anteadeatof oommpn^scfaodls.* < > ' "^ ' «'* 

No. d^§^*] The {State sapennteiidedt of i^ommo^ idioolfei 
iihall ascertain the povtien of said sum of ^ght himdredthdavaai 
idetiars fo be assessed and cotieeted in each ^ ti^ several comitMb 
«f this state, by ^vidmg (he said som among the severed eonntie^, 
mcoording lothe valuation of real and personal estate therein, as it 
ihall appear by the assessment ef the yeer next preceding the one 
tD whidi said eum is to- be raised, and dbaH certBy to the clerk of 
«gu;lt county, hefors the tenth day of July ki ^aoh year, the amount 
•th he Raised b^ tax in siich county ; and it shall be the duty of the 
HMveral oeanty oleics of this state to deliver jto the hoard of snper- 
yiseirB of their respective Coiin^to, a'copy of i^ch eertifioate, on the 
^rst day: of their annual session y and the board pf snpervisers of 
each county f haM assess such amount upon the jreal and personal 
estate of such county, in the manner provided by laAv fbr the assess- 
nieat and ^oollection Wf tttxes. > 

iVa. 1€^[§^ 4,} TheStat0^ supenatendent of t^omvaori echools 

shall, on or before the first day of January m evferyyear, appO^* 

ticm and divide^ or cause li^ be appbrdomeid and di'v^td, one third 

-of the ayim ao raised by geDoral td^ and one third of afi otbt^ 

7 



wMAes appTDiHriated to the s^i^kht^oI coBtmoa sdioob^ Bmong the 
Ibe several sohool districts, pkits of districts and separate Deiglr* 
bodMods in this stale, from which repcHrts shall have been received 
in accordance with law, in the' following manner^ viz& to eaeh . 
separate neighborhood, belonging to a school distinct, in some acb 
Joining ^balie. there shall be apportioned and paid a siim <^ indnej 
eqaal to thirty three cents for each diild in sock neigWUirhood^ 
between the ages of four and twenty^one ; but the sun so to bo 
appoittiojied and paid to any such neighborhood shall linno.casi 
exceed the sum of twebt j*four dollars, and the- remainder of such 
one^tbii*d(«h^U be apportioned and divided equally «mo0g..tbe 
several districts ; and the state superintendent of c^nmon schools 
aball by proper regulations and instructions to ^e prescribed by 
hi«n, providti for the payment of such monies to tiae trustees of 
such separate neighborhoods and school districts. ^ 

JVo. ll'-^CI^.} It shall be the duty of the state Buperinteu^^ 
of coBEMDon schools, on or before the first day ^ Jariuary in every 
year, to apportion and divide the remaining two thirds of the said 
amount oi eight hundred thousand dc^lars, together with the t^ 
maining two-thirds of all other moneys appropriated by the etnta 
Ibtrtbe support of oomaion 8ehools,'amoi^ the s^eral couuties, 
cities aW tOwtis of the state, in the inode now pveaoribed by law 
jibrthe division and apportionment el the iBoomeofthe common 
sohool funds ; and the share of .the several towns and wards so api* 
IKHTtlooed and divided, shall be paid over on and afler the tirst 
Tuesday, of February in each year, to the several town superin- 
^nden^ of yc^nlnaon schools, and ward or city officers^ ^uitled 
by law to receive the same, and shall be apportioned by. thcsm 
4moDi the several > school districts and parts of districts in their 
;ieveral towAsand wards, according to thei namber of children be* 
.iween the ages of hut and twenty-one years, residing in said 
^districts and parts of district as the dame shall have appieared 
from the last annual report of the trustees ; biit no monies sbaU be 
4^pportioned and paid to. any district or part of a district, unless it 
^hall appear from the' last annual reports of the trustees that a 
school has . been kept therein for at least six nK)ntbs during . the 
year ending with the date of such report^ by a duly qualifie4 teach- 
' er, unless by special permission of the atete superintend^t of com- 
mon schools ; excepting also that the first apporttoom^at of money 
und€^ this act shall be made to all school districts which' w«r6 
entitled to an ^tpporlionment of public money, in thei year eightefen 
iiundred and fortjr-nine. * . , , 

JVb. 12 — [§11.] All the monies received or appropriated by 
the. provisions of this act i^U be applied to' the payment of teach- 
jers' wagiQs exclusively. ^ 

[, iVa»: 13— [§7.] Wheaever, in consequence, of the didsion of. a 
tQWu, !or the ^rectionof a new totwn, in any county, the apporiioiH 



^ w . ii j — ■^q^M^— 



(1) Xftwi ^l^i4 «bl4^ Wl,^M.* \ .;(l^> Lttw« 4)f»|aM; dha|v Ul, § 11. 
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ment then in force shall heconxe unjust, as between two or more 
of the towns of such county, the superintendent shall make a new 
apportionment of the school moneys next to be distributed amdhgst 
such towns,, ascertaining by the best evidence in his power, the 
facts upon which the ratio of apportionment as to such towns, shall 
depend. 

No. 14— [§8.] The superintendent shall certify each apportion* 
ment made by him, to the comptroller, and shall give immediate 
notioe tlttreof» to the cleric .of each county interested therein, an4 
to the clerk of the city and county of New York; /sfatin ▼ the 
anaiount of moneys apportioned to his county, andta each town and 
city therein, and the time wh($n the same will be payable to the 
treasurer lof such county, or to*che chamberlain of the city of New 
York. ' ' . 

M. 15— [§3.] It shall be the duty oCtfje. clerk of the board of 
supervisors in eaofa county in this state, on the last* day of Decem- 
ber in each year, to transmit to the superintendent of common 
schools certified copies, of all resolutions and proceedings of the 
bdard of supervisors, of which he is clerk, passed or had during the 
preceding year, relating to the raising of any money for school 
or library purptoses, and in case it .shall not appear that the amount 
required by law to be raised for school and library purposes has ^ 
been directed to be raided during the year by the board of super- 
, visocs of any county, the superintendent of common schools and the 
eomptnollet may direct that the money appropriated by the state 
stnd apportioned to sueh county,, be withheld until the amount that' 
may be deficient shall be raised, or that so aauch onl)f of the mone^ 
apportioned to snCh county be paid to the tref^urer thereof, as 
shall be equal to the amount directed to be raised therein by the 
aupervisors ot «ucb county ; and m sudi case the balance so with- 
held shall be added to the principal of the common school fupd. 

No. 16 — [§^.] Tim superintencjent shall prepare suitable fprn^ 
and regularions for making all reports, and conducting all nece3sary 
.proceedings undet* this Title, and shall cau$e the same, with such 
in8trtiotions as he shall deem necessary and prober, for the better 
organizations and government of common schools, to be transmitted 
to the officers required to execute the provisions of this Title 
throughout the state. 

No. 17 — [§10J He shall cause so many cop^s of the fitat six 
Articles of this Title, with the forms, regulations and instructions 
prepared by him, thereto annexed, to be, from time to time, printed 
and distributed amongst the several school districts of the state, as 
he shall deem the public good to require. 

No. IS — £§110 All moneys reasonably expended by him, in 
the execution of his duties, shall upon due proof, be allowed to him 
by the comptroller, and be paid out of the treasury. ' ' .' 

No. 19 — [v^lB.] Whenever any money is paid into the treasury 
of the State for or on account of the common schtk)! fund, it shall 
be the duty of t&e comptroller to cr^t the common school fund 
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Iff itb interest on the sum i^ paid in, at the rate of six per cent per 
annuinj for the time the same shall remain in the Tteasurj.^ 

AHTICLE SECOND. 

Of the duirihuion oftl^ Common School Fund, 

JjTo, 20— [§12.] The sum annually to be distributed for tite eo- 
(^uragemrent of common school^, shall be paid on the firrt day of 
February, in every year, on the warrant ofltie comptroller, to die 
treasurers of the several counties, and the chamberlain of the cHy 
of New York. 

2ih, 21 — [§18.1 The treasurer of each coQirty, and the chamber- 
lain of the city of New York, shall apply for uid reoeive the school 
moneys apportioned to their respective eounties, as soon as the same 
become payable. „ ^ 

No, 22— [§14.] Each treasurer receiving such moneys, ahall 
give notice in writing, to the town superintendent or to some one 
or more of the commissioners of common schools of each town mr 
city in his county, of the amount apportioned to euch town or city, 
;and shall hold the same subject to the order of such town superin- 
tendent or commissioners. 

2^0, 23 — [§15.] In case the commissioners or town sm)erinten- 
dent of any such city 6r town shall not apply ^ and receive such 
'moneys, or in case there are no commissioners or town superin- 
tendent appointed in the same, before the next receipt of moneys 
tipportioned to the county, the moneys so remaining widi the tneas- 
Kurer shall be retained by him, and be added to tke moneys next 
deceived by him, for distribution from the superitttendeht of com- 
tnon schools, and be distributed therewith, and in the same propor- 
tion. 

* JHfo. 24— [§1 6.] Whenever the clerft of any county shall receive 
from the superititendent of'common schools notice of the apportion- 
ment of moneys to be distributed in the county, he shall file the 
same in his office, and transmit a certified copy thereof to Uie counfy 
treasurer, and to the clerk of the board of supervisors of the county ; 
and the clerk of the board of supervisors shall lay such copy before 
*the supervisors at their next meeting. 

Of the Election and Powers of Town Superintendence. 

No. 25— [|l.J There shall continue to be elected in each of the 
towns in this State, at the same time, and in the manner now pro- 
vided by law for the election of other town officers, an officer to be 
denominated " town superintendent of common schools," who sbs^ 
posgess ^1 the powers, perform all the duties, and be subject to all 
the restrictions, liabilittes and penalties conferred ind imposed by 
this act.2 



m L'aws of il84«, <*ap. 8S»,^ 18. 

• (S) Thin and 4h«' £olV»w^«9ctia^ «zo^ whi^re Altered by 8«Jt)p»qt|^t'^- 
?,(jtma?4y VjBife ^^ from the »ptpl?^>^jr 4gO ,Qf J^wp •£ 1847, ' ^ , 



' ' ■ . ... 

]Sto, 26^[§3.] The towti superintendents of comuion schboV 
hereafter to be elected in conformity with the provisions of thW 
act^ shall, each of them, on or before the first Monday of Novem- 
ber succeeding such election, execute to the supervisor of his town 
and file with the town clerk, a bond with one or tnorfe, sufflci^nll 
sureties to be approved by the said supervisor by endorsement over 
his signature on said bond, with a penalty in double the amount of 
all the school moneys rec^ved by his town from all sources during 
the preceding year and conditioned for the faithful application and 
legfd d^bdrrsement of all the school mooey oomikig iato bi« hands 
during his term of office, and for the faithful discharge of all the 
duties of said office ; and in case such bond shall not be executed, 
fil^ and approved witbhi the time herein pi*esdribedr the office of 
such town superintendent shall be- deemed vadaio^t ; and any mob 
or any other vacancy that tmij oecur in saad oAise, shall to filled 
by any three justices of the peace of th« same towa bjy a wammi 
under their hands and seals, who are hereby authorized to :ttalB« 
s&eh appointments; and the persons so appoidted shall hold their 
respective offices Untti otiiers are ^tected or appointed in tbtexa 
places, and shall have the same powers and be eubjeot to the smiMf 
duties and penalties as if they had be^ 4uly diosen> hy the 'elec»^ 

tOTS. 1 - • ' I .• 

N'&. 27^§4.] llie jusitiees makiiig thct 8aid< appointment shmiir 
forthwith caiise the sndd wanrant to be Med in iher oflloe of ihe 
town olerk of the town, and giveiinme^t^ notteo to^the |>erk>n 
appointed. . . -' ■ 

Ho, 88— '[§5^7 Evejy town superintendeni elected after thi&«ct 
takes effect sh# on executing the bond as before pttMrided,t mxUtp 
i4H>n the duties of his said office on the first Monday ef November 
succeeding his election, and shall bold bis offioe for two years tl^e-' 
itfter, and until a stieoessor who idiall hav« been duly eleetied, shall 
have taken the oath of office and filed an official botid parsiiant tei 
the provisions of this act. 

Nh, ^0^|14.] Any person appointed to the offifi^ of to^n fa* 
perintendent by the justices of the peace, shall hold his office tittf 
die first Monday c^ November following -the next annoid town 
meeting, and whenever the office of tbwn snperint^nilsnt dtaU be 
vacant fot any ' cause/ or before the' time of the aiiBrn<d' l6#n: nvdetN 
i^g', Shan be held by a person so apfxmited, the eleotom of th€^ 
town at such town mee^ng shall choose a town actperintendent tky 
fill: 9{ieli vacancy or to 6«ipercede suc^ appointee ; and the person 
^- el^e^cted shall enter upon the duties of the ofiice on the firat 
MbrMkry of November Mowing his election, and cdiall^hold hli» 
office fir the term of two years.* - 

• ^0. 30^§6.} No town snperinteodiedt of a town shall hold tlMK 
office of trustee of ft selMol distriot^ ttorshall apersoa €ftoseik«f 



(2) Laws of 1849, Chap. 882, §14. 






' ".. 



103 

trustee, hold the ofiSce of district clerk, and no town superintend- 
ent shall hold the office of either supervisor or town clert. 

j^o.3l — [§!.] The office of trustees of the Gospel and school 
lots in the geveral towns in this state, is Hereby abolished ; and the 
powers and duties now by law conferred and imposed upon said 
trustees, shall hereafter be exercised by the town superintendent of 
epmmon schools. ' 

ARTICLE THIKD. 

The powm's and duties of the town n^erintendent of common . 

Bchooi*. 

, I 

■ * 

No. 33— T§ 8. It shall be the duty of. the town superintende«t 
of common achpoU in eadi towi3, 

1. To divide the tdwa into a convenient number of school 
dialrk^ andta regulate and alter such districts as hereinafter pro* 
Tided: 

2. T6 aet off by itself any neighborhopd in the town adjoining 
to any other statie of thi$ Unibn where it has been usual or shall 
be found' convenient for such neighborhood to '^6nd their children 
to fichool'in such adljoining state :' 

3. To describe and number the school districts, and to deliver 
the de6«ripti<in and liui^b^s thereof, in writing, to the to^n plerky 
unnediately after the formation or alteration thereof: 

4. To deliver to such town clerk a detH^iptiou of each neighbor- 
hood, adjoining to any other state, set off by itself: 

S^To^^pply for.fcnd receive from the cotmtyttre^urer all Hon- 
eys AppbFtionetd for . tht use of oommoa schools in hi| town : 

6» To. apportion the school moneys received on thejSrst Tuesday 
of A^ril, in ^ach year^ among: the several sofiool districts, parta ot 
didtrict^ and neighborhoods Separately set off» within the town, in, 
jwopordon to! the!qumber c^ children residing in each, over. the age 
of four and under that of twenty-one years, a^ theaam^ shall hayo 
appeared from the last annual repoct. of t^eir^ teapectiyiB trus- 
tees. ...:;'•■ 

i 7. If the town suptointdodent ahall hay^ reoeivedi the (c^ool 
modeya of the town, and all the reports; f^m the several school 
districta lhei%u;w before the first Tuesday of. Aprils he shall appov- 
ikkn 4udi moneys Us abov^ directed, within tea days ftfter receiving 
aU of (he said reports and the smd moneys : 

8. To sue for and collect, by his name of office, all p^snalties 
andforleitureS; imposed in this title, and in respect to which ih^ 
other provision is made< w.hich: shall be incui?red by any offi^i^ or 
inhabitant of his town, and afler deducting his co^t$ and: expienQe$» 
te. add the Buma recovered t^the ^choolmoneys t^ceived t^.,hi^, 
t» h^ apportioned and paid in jbh^ a4ri»ei»4i|uieiv 

JVb. 34 — § 9. In making the apportionment of moneys among 



(1) Uws of 1846, Chap. 86, §1. 
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partrof a di0triott>r separate oeigiiborhbod^ from which no sofficient 
•mmal report thall have btten received for the year ending on the 
la^t day o4' E^cember- immediately preceding the Bf poiHionment 
No. 35-^(i§!l0^} In making the apportionment of pnbHe money, 
U ^mll be duty of lh6 town superintendent tode8ignate> the respee* 
tive proportions of teachers' and libmry sooney b^onging to eadi 
fifttriol^ and to pay over as much as is de^gnateid teachers* money, 
^.llie. imtten order of a majority of the trustees of each cUstriot^ 
tO;the teaefa^rs entitled to receive the same. - ' 

. iVb. 36-tT*|]§ll.] No moneys, ahall be appbrtbned and psud 1« 
any district or pait of a dis^ct, exetpt hy special permission of 
the state superrntertdent of common schools, unless il^ shall appear 
hiy such ^report that a school had beea kept therein for at ^east six 
months during the year ending at the date of such report; > by l^ 
<|ualifiied teadutr ^^ tbataio ot^r than a diify qualified Heaeherliad 
at any tioie during the yean for move than one month been en-^ 
ployed to teach t4e schoiolfn.saifd district ; and that all meneya r^ 
^ived during that y«ar have been applied to the payment of ^ 
cbmpendataon of sueh teadier:; and no portion of the library money 
sbaU bo apporlicmed or paid' to. any district or part tjf a district, ua»* 
leto it shall appear irolm the last amiwial report iofthJ8>tr«Btee»ibal 
the library money received at the last preceding apportionmeitt 
wlK duly aatpendod aooontin^to law^/on; otribe^bre' thV first day of 
<i)kstober subsequeoii to'suoh apfWjrtioameiit^ . Mi' «- 

^1 ti^« d7-***[§ llvj Ev^y. teacher shall^ be deemed > i^ qualified 
teaclikelrwho s^ill bold acevtiftoatedatod within oncfjyitorfroattliil 
flttperintendent ^f>f . common ^ schools f6r the - tovo-^ in which suioli 
teochefAhalllto. employed, or who shallhatiein'possessibn a state at 
eobnty ceclific<LteiOf[qualifieation. or a dipbma from ^M( state »sc^ 
mal school.* t> ' -' ^ > ; . i 

. No* ' 8dv^§' 13#1 No part of such moneys s^all be apiportioned 
fff paid toanyidepari^ neighborhood :adjoim»g aaotbei^ state, !■» 
)e9$ it shallv appear . from tl^ report of its. trustees that all mone^i^ 
riloeiv«d by theici during the y^r^endirig At the date of suck rq^ort 
have been faithfully applied, in paying ior the insiruetidB of ehfl^ 
dren residing in' svtch.neigfafborbobd* 

No. 39 — [§ 14.] Whenever an i apportionment of the 'piddio 
money shall hot be.tiifiiMioT tin^any «eh<Mr^di6triot,in eon of 

$Bf accidental umtasibn [tomiake any risport re^iumd by Jaw^ or.im 
comply witn any joiherparoviaion of Jaw, oar any re^u^atida^ the stato 
supiarintie^deidl may direct msL apportionment to be miide to such 
distriety accordiag to the equitable ciiteumstaaces of the case, to be 
paid «ut of the jEHiblie money on hand^ k)r if the same shaUihaiiii 
b0en di^ribiltedy out: of. the }>ttblie money to be ^received in aiuc- 
ceeding year. •' ; . i . . . . .--.^ai 

• . Jfh» 40rnO§ !&.] , :Jt after ifaei time when tho. annual.. reports 
f r0t.reqpir¥d to hadatad^ andhoforQ:tfa«app<Ni^iB^tof iheodhbtf 



(1) Laws of 1851, diap. 151, g 5. (2) Laws of 1849, chap. 882, 
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moneys thdlh^re hto^s^tttdi^ a dii^triel afaalllM 6uif «ln«#, or il 
lew 4bliiot be finrmed itk the Uiitn^ «o ftr to Fender m^appotliMN 
Hitetionoded solely on the annual reportsynnjifetyins.beEtwe^a %im 
or more.diAtriots Of the town, the town snperintcndeiit shaM^ftkil 
an apporiiODiDetit among saoh dislricts^ aeoOTditg tb ithe nuinber of 
dittldren k each, Cfwtt the age of fbur^ a^d and<^ twent^Kme yetstBf 
aboer(aining>biit number by the best eVidehoe ih hie ^pawtr*' 
.Mo* 41'-«*<[§ 16.} Tite pnmsions of the Ibregoiag eieetioa ^hI 
^fttendtQiaU cases whete aschod^ diffract sImII have been foilbMl 
at such time previous to thefirst day of JaUtAury^ aa avl^fca have afr^ 
IgmbA a teasohable time tofaaVe kept a schoolr'theriBin for ^e term 
d£ six mantiis^ fineh district* having beeii foriteei 09t of a diisliict off 
districts iin which a school shall haiwe been kitpt fbr sia^mottths bj^ 
at teaehcfe* 4ttly qiiid^edj < dikiag th^ ytsAr ^reoedinig the first 'day oi 
Janiiiary* 

i J7&. 42-^[§ 17.] AlH monejrB ap{)or(iened; by tki lowh supeib 
iatendeat^ tb the trustees bf a district, part of a distnbt, or fteparale 
Bei^iboiW)d^ wluob i^U have : remained in thefttuaida of the te%i^i| 
superintendent ^or one yeair after sudi appofttonm^fit^by teaeoa'of 
the trudteea h^gledaiig or refusing to reeeivethesatee^ «haH be ad** 
ded ,to the moneys- aexil thereiEtftec. to be apportioned by -the town 
anj^erintBadent^' aiid ishaU-bo af^rtioiked a»d paid th^reii^^ ia tiid 
fame naaaoeri .: 

; JKo. 4d^§il-dwv]: lB<»8eany sdioel nioBe^ reeehred b^ Hm 
town superintendent canaot be apportioned by bin, for thetenaft ^ 
twd years^ after thb sknle are reeetved, by tcalon of the aonMMim- 
pHaaee of aU the eohdol dlstridts ia hia town. Irith th^ provtsieiie c^ 
tins title, toch mow^s shall be r^ucined by htn to the county ttew* 
wrer, to be by him apportioned and- distributed^ togetik^r and in thtf 
MMMe maaaaikr adtfit the liaoneys neizt tiuiireafter to be> Meeived by 
him for the use of common schools. 

t Ml ^4^[§ l'^*] It ehaUbe the doty of the to^n superiatend- 
•Ml in each town, betweeii dio finst day of July aird^ the fir^t^ day af 
Angost h^ eadh 3f>eary to aiaihe and transmit to the county cl^i^ a 
report ib wrking, beeirii^ date on* the first ^iry bf July, jd ibe year 
ctf its ;traiismis8ien^ «ad atiatH^ 

1. The whole number of school* disttft^ and neighborltoodis se{U 
abMyaetdffwitfaiutfaetoTmsr / 

to %i The dislrietis/iparte of'disivictB('«ndinpeighborh<H>ds'i^^ 
Biports shall Haireiiieen- made ta hmi^ <«r'hi9 inmiediaiei predeeed^at 
itt^o£^e^ witihiar<the time limited for ^hatipqrpese: / 
;'• d( Th^ length of time a school shall havii been kepti Si^eiEK^of 
•lich difiivicts or parts of district^ dfetingui^hkig what pertion' (ni 
that thiae the school shall faat« been- ^ept by qad^tf edi teaehei^ ': . 
^4. Thei aoiiount of pubHoi mon^ ree^lved in 4a($k of eaeh' dk^ 
Uricts, parts of districts and neighborhoods : . i . ' . ' •- 

^ 5c; The number )of children tauf^t < ineikeh, Taad itje litRnber of 
lotaT'thaage of four iemd Und4r (wbaty^^xa^ y^id; tiesSdIilf 
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'■• BJ TEb -wtolk dniofmt of ibone^ receit^ by \\mi ot his prei4^ 
b^mii \n ttffifte, dtttrteg tte yeas^ ending' at th& dftt56 <rf smefe Report; 
and ainc^ the dff«^ o^ tl^ Ikdt |(reti^tog ri^poft ; dIstingiHdhing' Om 
Amoiint received from the eoimey tt^astl^er, aind iroliratifj other 
tod What fiotirce : ' 

1. The inahner in i«4iich snch'nidheys have been eitpended, and 
i^ether any, arid. What part remalhs unexpended, and for what 
ctinser 

* i: Thi^iaIhdlnrtbfto^ney'paidfb^tedfchel*s•1rages,ifl addi^(^ 
{b6 piibUcf hibney piid thereJfbr, the attiouAt of taxes fevitedfor pur- 
chasing schopl.-hou8e sites, for bniJditig, hMiig, purchasing*, rcpaii*' 
itig aM instirifag schbbl-hotfse^, fb* fbeT and supplying deficient ies 
in rate bills; fbi- district librarifes, or f\ir ahy other porpobes allowed 
by few, hi the ^irftrids^ parts bf <fistrict8 and rieighbot^oods; froiii 
which reports shall have been received by him or his immedwrtl^ 
{ir^decessdr ih 6ffibe,vWith such other mfbrmation as the state sup- 
#rintendeiie imftv fh)m time t6 titne rcquirie, in relat^ to tlie dk** 
t(ict8 and 8<Atobfe'Witliiti;his towni 

No. 45-^[§20J Town s^rfWteh^nts who neglect to flirtaisl* 
fh^ information required hy the kstp^ccfding sec*ionj shall sevei^ 
^<%'forfeit to the townfoi* the ui^ 6f the cOinmom schools iherdn^ 
the sum often dollars, to be sdedfoi^by the superVisOf of the town* 

• No, 46.^[^ Jl.l in case the toWn stiperintendent in any town 
ghalf nbt^ on or b^m^ the first dlty of Atlgust, iii any y^ar, makii 
gtrdh report t0 the clierk of the <k)t<nty, it shall be his duty to ^ve 
ifebinlediate notice of such lieglect to the ctei^ of such town. 

iS^. 4^-^[8 fS!.] The town superintendent negkfctfeg to nidrt 
dtich report wtthiti the llmiied period, shall Airfbit to the town, fof 
t}ie use ofthe coitimon schools therein, the sum of ten dollars ; and 
the share of sbhtodl moneys apportioned' to such town for the ^mxi" 
ing>iikr,'in,ay, in the discretion ofthe state Superintendent be witlii 
hel4 and bfe'mstributed ainongthe other towns' in the same county; 
froip which the necessary reports shall have been received. 

No. 4W-^f§ ?3.] "wien the shat^ of school Moneys apportion- 
iid'to a town, Shairthus be lost to the' town, by the neglect of itii 
tdWh sfiperintiehdent, this town sbpeiittt^ndent gtiflty of such neg* 
lect, and his sureties shall be liable for the full amount so lost wiSi 
liiterest ' 

' a^d, '49^— (J§.24.J Ir shall be the dufly offh^ supervisor of th* 
tbwn, ijh^ notice df ^ucfa loss, from the stater snperibtendent *0i^ 
(^unty tredi^urer; to prosectfte without Helay, in the name of th^ 
town, for such'forffciture J and'the moheys recovet-ed-flhall be dfo* 
tributed and paid b^ 9Uch ^pe^isor (o^ the several districts, parts 
of districts, or,,8ep^r^te neighborhoods of the town, in the same 
ittanner W it i^roind have treferi^tfee fluty ofthe town superinteorfent 
to have distributed and paid them, if received from ^tie cbun^ 

treasure,' . ' '•'; ""-'" ' 

'[''No. 50— [§25.]' ''The' towti strperintefident in each ^wti, At^ 

keep a just and true account of aU school inope^% r^eived and 
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expended by him durii^eaoU yeaic fof wh^jh ^.almU luprr bjwa 
<diasen, aa4 shall lay the same before the boar^ of auditofs.of.tQwn 
acoounts at the annual meeting of ,8uch board, ip ea^h y^ar 

Jio, 51 — [§26.] The town superintendent of coemion echoola 
in each town shall, within fifteen days after the terroipation of his 
•ffice, render to his successor in pffipe, a ju|kt and true account, in 
writing, of all school nM)neys by him received, b^ore the time of 
rendering such account, and of the manner in which the same shall 
bave been appropriated and expended by him ; and thie account so 
rendered shaU be delivered by such successor in of^ce to the, town 
olerk, to be filed and recorded in his ofiice* 

^0, 52 — [§ 27.] On renderipg such account, if any balance 
$hall be found remaining in the hands of the town superintendentj 
the. same eihall immediately be paid by him to his successpr in 

^wce» .!..»■ 

. lio, 53 — [§ 28.] If such balancer or any part theii^f^ shall 
have been appropriated by the town, superintendent to^ any. parti* 
cular school district, part of a district or separate neighborhood, and 
ihall remain in his hands for the use t^ierepf, a statement of such 
^propnation shaU be made in the apcQuipt.sp to be ^^dered, an4 
the. balance paid to such successor ii^ office,, shall be pa^d over bj 
bii^T aeoording tp «uch appropriation. , , , 

iVp. 54 — i§ 29 ] Such successor in office maj brin^a suH in 
his name of office for the recovery, with intenest^ <?l any unpaidbal- 
ance of school moneys, tliat shall appear to have been in. the hands 
<^any previous town superintendent onlea^^Qgl^ispffice, either. by 
th^ accounts rendered by sqch town. supep^tende«t^ or by other 
9uffi.ci€^fe proo^ and in oa^e of the death of such ^>wb superintend* 
^otii such suit may be brought against his repr^isi^t^ived.,/ ... 
-. -Mj. 55 — [§30.] The town superintendent in each. io^n,. shall 
bav^ the powers and privileges of a corporation, sp far as to ena^ 
ble him to take and hold any property transferred, to t^^m, iot\ the 
use common schools in ^uch town, 

- , ^o. 56 — [§ 10.] Town s^perintendenl9 are hereby. authoi;tsed 
to administer oaths in all cases relating t^ scb^l district ^iE^'ri$aia4 
controversies, but shall not be entitled tQ ohargfi, any f^s^tt^e^e^ 

i\7b. 57 — [§ 31.] The town superintendent shall be entitled tq 
^eqeive one dcJlar and twenty*five cents per- day for e;^jery day 
actually and necessarily devoted by him in hi^ , official q^pa^ity, to 
the ^rvice of the town for which he may be chosen, the same tQ 
be paid in like manner as oth^r towfi officers are paid* ^ 

y'' Of the diity df 'lUm Oleth. : 

;,.j\r^. 58— [§32.] It sl^all be fhe duty of the town; Cleric ^ 
^h-towj^,, , ■:<.•..:■,..-•. .. •,. ...,-- ..V 

1. To receive and keep all reports made to the town . Mperin-j 
tangent from the trnsteespf schopl 4istric!«4 and.all t^e ^ksanp 
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papen^ belongiDg to the town siipeijateod^iity when reqairQd, and 
to tile them in his otfice : 

2, To receive all his e«tiniates and apportionments of school 
QQoney, and to record the same in a book to be .kept tor thai pur- 
pose: , ' ^ , . ; . " ,,, '• ' 

3. To notify the town superintendent, ^pon receiving notice 
from the county clerk that he has not made his asmual report, for 
die purpose of making such report. 

AETICLE FOITBTH. 

Of Inspeetion and Supervision by Town Superintendents, 

No, 59 — [§ 33.] The town superintendent in each town shall 
be the inspector of common schools tlrerein, and every town super- 
intendent, duripg his continuance in office, shall be deemed ^ qu^ 
ified teacher. 1 

No, 60 — [§34.} It shall be bis duty to exiK^iin^ all persons 
offering thei^Qfelvei;^ eandidates for feemching common schools in 
such town. 

. No. 6 !<-*[§ 35^3 Xn making such examination, it shall be the 
duty of the town superintendent to ascertain the qualification of tho- 
c^didfite, in r^pect to moral character, learning and ability. 

No, 62 — [§ 36 ] If he shall be satisfied in respect to the qmisl*) 
ificati^s of the candida^c^ h^ shidl d^Uver tp the persioa^ ^X|im- 
ined, a certificate si^^ed by ()im,in $uch£>roi asehaU be pr^sm^ib^fl 
by the state superipte^iant ., m 

No. 63--{$ 37.] The.ii^ft; s^perint^nde^t mw a»P«l W^ 
inch certificate gi.v^ by .him pr his predeoe^ors .i|i,.ofi(ce«:ifhei|.he 
shall think propter, giving at l^aat ten jd|iy^'' previous niptioe in wi^k? 
t^ng^ t^ teacher .hokiirig it, and ita4;bQ tru$$ee^ of tbedi^nct j^t 
^hidv he may be employ ed, of bi^ ipteotion tp annul the »8i^e^ 

No* 64— [g 38.] The. town supenntendent, whenever he shaU. 
deem it ^ec^ary, may require f^ re-eKami nation of all or any qC^ 
the teachers in his town, for the p^rpoBe»!of i^ertainmg their qual* 
^cations to continue as such teachers^ i 
. . No, 65'-n{^ 39*} > The annullinf; of a certiftcat^ shall notdjSf^ 
qualify th^. teacher jto whom it wassigi^n, unatil a;|iote in writing 
U^ereof, p^ntainii^g the name of the teacher, nndithe time when bin 
certificate I w^ f&nnulljedt shall ^e npade by tbe lovKn st^^perintendenti 
fod filed in the office, of the Joffo clerk. .. 

. No, 66-r*[§ 40«] When any s<^hool district shall be co^iposedt 
of parts of two pr more toyrns, the tov^ c^pedntei^dent af>thQ 
towtn in whi^ lihe school house, of r.^Ujslv district, ^]p^;besit^ated« 
shall jexamlnc i^to and. oertjiy <the\f|ualific^tipps of apy teacher^ 
ofiering to t^ach in su^, dist^^ic^ iathe sf^B^p^ m^ppi: as is pBuv;^ 
ded by the preceding sections of this article, and m^y ;alsQ in^tb^ 
8fcoe,QiaQner aqni^ j^hf^ ifertificfitp.pf ,^^pht«#ch^c ;,im^ 

;,(l),'l4^wsafiJf*i^».c%fp,|«flM^ •■' '• " r ,m: l ' ■ -..; 
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house shftTl be dreet^d'so as to stand oh tde division lines of anj 
two or more towns. 

JVo. 67 — [§ 41.] It shall be the duty of the town superinten- 
dent to visit all sudi coittraon schools, within his town, as shaU b6 
organized according to law, at least twice a year, and oftener if he 
sliall deem it necessary. 

^. 68-!— |]§ 4^.] At such Visitation, the town superintendent 
shall examine into the state and condition of such schools, both asr 
respects the progress of the scholars in learning, and the good 
order of the schools } and may give his advice and direction to the 
trustees and ieacherv of such schools i^ to the government thereof) 
and the course of studies to be pursued therein. 

6/ the Formation and AUeration of School Districts. 

No. 6& — f§ 43.} In the ereitkm or adteratkm of a school dis- 
trict the trustees of any di«feriet' to be aflfected thereby, «iay apply 
to the supervisor and town clerk to be associated with • ^e town- 
sciperintendent ; and (heir action shall be final unless duljr appeal- 
^ from ; the compensation <yf the supervisor aaftd town dlerk when 
thus associated, shall be the same as that of the tbwh SuperinteiK 
dei^ 

. iVb. 70— [§ 44.] Whenever H may become necessary or con*- 
^renient to -form a district ont of two or mot^ adjofmng towns, the 
town superintendent of each of such adjoining tbwns, or the major 
-psai of them^ may form, regulate and alt^r 6uch district. 

JVb. 71 — f§ 45.] No alteration of any sdtool district, inade 
ii4thout the consent of the trustees thereof, shall take e^ct rxta^ 
ikiree months after notice, in i^riting, shall be given by the tows 
superintendent, to some one or more of such trustees ; nor shaH 
any aher^on or regubttion of an organised school district foe mad^ 
to take eff<^ between the first day ^ December in any one year^ 
and the first day of May following. 

M. 72 — [§ 46.] If the town supeitttfenttent ih any town, shall 
re(f!iii*e by notiee in writing; ^e attendanee of the toWn super- 
iltendents of 'any • o^i" town' or towns, at a joint tneetinr 
ht the purpose w altering a school district fbttned 'from their 
retspeeUVe towhs^ and a' m^jcir part of the town superini^ildentS' 
notified shall refuse or neglecti to attend, th)^ town superint^dents 
ittett*ng, by a majority of v^tes, may call » special district meet- 
ing of such di^trict^ for <^ purpose of dc^ciding on such propos^ 
atteratiOn; ahd th^ de<^isiOn of such ibeedngshaH beis VtiM^ 
IT mwle by the town superintendents of all the tbwtis intereked, 
bht EAialf extend' no fuither tham to dissolve^ thi6 district Ibrmed 
ih>tosuch towns. ' 

No» 78— £§ 50i} When two or raorie? ^Rstricts shall be consoif- 
dated into one, me new^ district shall succeed to all the rights of 
property possessed by the districts df iniA^ 'it 'shaH life Composed, 
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iub4 wben a 4i8tri<;Visiaimid^e4.and portipus tjiereof are ^n^^ed 
tQ otiher distriipjtSy tt^ property of tl^e district so ann^lled shall t>a 
jold by the ;^.wj).^uferinteiDdeiit of the town in which the school 
house is locateda at public auction to the highest bidder therefoj^ 
after at least iiy^e .days public notice by notices posted in three or 
49ore public places in said town, one of which shall be within the 
4i3trict so annulled^ and the proceeds of such sale shall be first 
applied so far as requisite^ to the payment of any ju^ debts di)^ 
from the district so annulled, and the residue thereof shall be 
^portioQed auaox^f the taxside inhabitants of the district so 
annulled in the ratio of their several assessments upon the last 
<!orrected assessment roll of the town or towns within which suc)i 
district is located. 1 -. ; 

No, 74 — [§ 52 J When there shall be any moneyg in the hands 
9f the ^ffii^eis, of a d^trict that i» or may be annuUed, or belong* 
ing to 8i;ioh distijioty the town superintendent of the town m9j 
demand, sue for. and recover the 3ame, in his i^ame of office, and 
4^hall apportion the ^a^ne equitably between the districts to which 
the several portions of such annulled district may havi? been apr 
jUexed, to be held and enjoyed as district property. 

JVb, 75— [§ 53.] Whenever a school district shall be di8$olve4 
by consolidation,. or otherwise, k shall be the duty of the trustee# 
of such distidct to makj^ out all the necessary ratebills and tax-lists^ 
4uid iasue their wacr^ta according to, law^ ior the collection of a^l 
'iwch s^ms of , monj^ a^ shall be neqeasary to discharge all legal 
Jiabilities of such dist,cict ;bo dissolved or c9nsolidaled, and to call 
(fecial meet^^ga of.thele^ voters of ^uch district, if it be necesr 
(^ry, to ;iis;e money ^y tfz, to discharge such demands^ and the 
/Collector to whom any s^ch rat^-bill or tax-list and warrant shall 
be delivered for cplleqtioni sjiajl have power ^o execute the san^ 
in the same manner and with like autjbiqrity aa though such dis* 
t^ct had not been dissolved or consolidated. 

Of the powers of school district mhahitantSj cmd of the choice, 
duties and powers of school district offie&s. 

No, 76 — [§54.] Whenever any school district shall be formed 
in any town, it sh^i be the duty of the tow^ superintendent, 
within twenty days thereafter, to prepare a notice in writing, 
describing such district^ and appointing a time and place for the 
first district meeting, and to deliver such notice to a taxable inhab- 
itant of the district. 

. Non 77t— [§ 55.] It shall be the duty jpffiudj inhabitant to notify 
every other inhabitant of the district, qualified to vote at dbtrict 
'meetingSi by reading the notice in the hearing of such inhabitant^ 
or in casei>f his absence from home, by leaving. a. copy th^eof^ or 
.of so much 4;hereof as ryelates to the time and place of such meelr 
'iag, at the place,- of liis abode, at least six days before the time of 
the meeting4 . i 

."(1) Laws of 'J84g, Ohap. S8«, jt. • '' ^ ^ ^^ ' \ ^ 
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JR). 7g — [§ 56.1 In case such' notice shall not be given, or the 
inhabitants of a district shall refuse or neglect to assemble, or 
ibrm a district meeting, when so notified ; or in cas^' any such dis- 
irict, having been formed and organized in pursuance of such 
notice, shall afterwards be dissolved, so that lio competent author^ 
Ity shall exist therein, to call a special district meeting in the 
manner hereinafter provided ; such notice . shall be renewed by 
Uie town superintendent, and served in the manner iibove prej- 
scribed. . ^ 

J^o 79 — [4 57.] Every taxable inhabitant to whom a notice 
of a district meeting shall have been properly delivered for service, 
who shall refuse or neglect to yeirve the notice in the manner above 
in this article enjoined, shall for every such offence forfeit the sum 
of f\ve dollars. 

No. 80 — [§ 58.] Whenever any district meeting shaH be called, 
in the manner prescribed in the preceding sections of this article, 
It shall be the duty of the inhabitants of the district, qualified to 
vote at district meetings, to assemble together at the time and place 
mentioned in the notice. 

No. 81— [§ 59.] Every male person of Hill age, residing in 
any school district, and entitled to hold lands in this state, who 
owns or hires real property in such district subject to taxation for 
school purposes, and every resident of such district authorized to 
vote at town meetings of the town in which such district or part 
of district is situated, and who has paid any rate-bill for teachers' 
wages in such district, within one year preceding, or who owns 
any personal property liable to be taxed for school purposes ift 
such districts, exceeding fifty dollars in value, exclusive of fiudi 
as is exempt from execution, and no others, shall be entitled to 
vote at any school district meeting held in such district. 

No. 82 — [§ 60.] If any person offerii^g to vote at any school 
district meeting, shall be challenged as unqualified by any legal 
voter in such district, the chairman presiding at suqh meeting shall 
require the person so offeanng, to make the following .declaration : 
** I do declare and affirm that I am an actual resident of this 
school district, and that I am qualified to vote at this meeting." 
And every person making such declaration shall be permitted to 
vote on all questions proposed at such meeting, but if anjr 
person shall refuse to make such declaration, his vote shall be 
rejected. 

No. 83 — [§ 61.] Every person who shall wilfully make a false 
declaration of his right to vote at a district meeting, upon being 
challenged as herein before provided, shall be deemed guilty of It 
misdemeanor, and punishable by imprisonment in the county jail 
fbr a term not exceeding one year, nor less than six' months, at the 
'discretion of the court ; and any person voting at any sch6ol dis- 
trict meeting without being qualified, 8hall,onTConviction,be subject 
to a fine of ten dollars, to be sued for and recovered by the trus- 
tees of the district for its use, and with coits of ^u^t, before any 
justice of the peace. 
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JToi 84-^[§62.] TKe ihMbitiahts 80 entitled to vote, wlieii «) > 
tssembl^d in such district meeting, or wh^ri lawfully assembled at 
fcny other <)ldtrict meeting, shall have power, by a majority of the 
votes of thoad preseni : 

1. To appoint a' chairman for the time being: 

2, To adjourn from time to time, as pccasion may require : 

8. To chose a district clerk, three trustees, a district collector, 
and a libi'afian at their first meeting, and as often as such offices 
or either of them become vacated : 

4. To* designate a -site for a district school house : 

6.' lV> lay such tax on the taxable inhabitants of thie district, as 
the meetiiig shatl deem sufficient to purchase or lease a ^;uitable 
site' for a school houfse^ and to biHld, hire or purchase such school 
Louse, and to keep in repair and furnish the same with the necessary 
fnel wai appendages : 

6. To alter, repeal and modify their proceedings from time to 
time as occasion may require : 

■ 7, To vote a tax for the purchase of a book for the pur- 
pose of recording the proceedings in their respective districts : 
' 8. With the consent of the town superintendent of the town, to 
designate sites for lw*6 or more school houses, for such district, and 
lay a tax on the taxable property in such district, to {purchase or 
lease such sites, Jind to hire, build or purchiase such school houses, 
fend to keep in repair, arid furnish the same with necessary fiiel 
and appendages, and may also in their discretion lay a tax, not 
exceeding twenty dollars in any one year, to purchase map:>s, globes, 
black4)oards, and other ddhool apparatus. 

No. 85 — [§ 63.] The trustees chosen at the first legal meetitig 
of any school district, shall be' divided by lot into three classes, to 
nife numbered, one, two and three ; the term of office of the first 
eiass shall be one year, of the second, two, of the third, three; 
and one trustee- only shall thereafter annually be elected, who shall 
hold his office for three^ years, and until" a successor shall be duly 
elected or a^^inted. In case of a vacancy in the office of either 
of the trustees, during the period for which he or they shall have 
been respectively elected, the person or persons chosen or appoirited 
to such vacancy shall hold the office only for the unexpired 
term. 

iVa» 86— [^ 640 Every notice of a district meeting called in 
][)ursiiance of this act shall state the purpose for which such * 
meeting is called* 

No. 87-i— [^. 65.] In ea<5h school district an annual meeting 
shall be held at the time and place previously appointed ; and 
at the fi^st district meeting, and at each annual meeting, the 
time and plaeo of holding the next annual meeting shall be 
fixed. ' 

No, ^B— [§ 66.] Whenever the time for holding annual meet- 
ings in a district for the election of district officers shall pass 
mehottCsn;^ 4dectioQ.b«iiig hek^ a.ipecial meeting shall be notified 
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.by Ibe ^slerfc of mQh 'diatript ta /dtpoie^ such v^qen ; and if np mdx 
notice be given by him or the trustees last electa or ftppointei^ 
with twenty days «fter such tipja shall have passed, the town 
superintendent or town clerk may order ; ^y iohahitgat of such 
district qualified to vote at district meetings, tp.Qotify such J^eeting 
in the manner provided by law in Qa«e of tl^e fpnp^ion pf^a ^ew 
district; and the officers choefen at any such special meeting, 
shall hold their office until the time for folding the next aipiiua} 
meeting. 

No. 89— [§ 67.] When the plerk and all the trustees «f a 
jH^hool district shall have removed or otherwise vacate their 
office, and where the records of a district shall have been dei- 
stroyed or lost, or where trustees ne^ect or refuse to c^ me^ 
*ings to choose trustees, the superintendent shall havie authpritj 
to order such meetings, and the same shall be notified in the 
.manner provided by hjiw in the case of the fi>rf9atiQn of new 
districts. 

No. 90— [§ 680 When in consequence of the loss pf tke rec- 
ords of a school district, or the omission to designate the day far it^ 
annual meeting, there shall be none fixed, or it cannotbe ^^o^aiaed, 
the trustees, of such district may a{>poiut ^ iaj &r holding the 
.annual meeting of such district. 

No. 91— [§ 69.] A special meeting shall be held ip e^cb 4ia- 
trict whenever called by the trustees ; and the proceedings, of qo 
district meeting, aiUMial or specinl, ,shall be held illegal for want of 
' a due notice to all the persons qualified to vote thereat, unless it 
shall appear that the omission to give* such notice was wilful and 
fraudulent. ' 

No, 92-r-r[§ 70.] No tax to be vpited by a district meeti^ for 
building, hiriqg or purchasing a school house, ^hall exceed the s^9l 
of four hundred dollars, unless the town supev^intendent of the 
town in which the school house is to be situated^ «hall certify iu 
writing his opinion that a larger sum ought to ba raised, and shall 
specify the sum ; in which case, a sum nc^ exi^eedii^g the sum so 
(Specified, shall be raised ; and in districts compo3ed of parts of 
several towns, the certificate of a major part of the auperintendents 
, of said towns shall be necessary fo^ $uch purpose. 

No. 93 — [§71.] Whenever a majority of all the taxable 

inhabitants of any school district, to be ascertained by takiug and 

recording the ayes and noe^ of such inhabitants attending at any 

annual, special or adjourned school district meetiug legally called 

or held, shall determiue that the sum proposed and provided fi>r in 

.the next preceding section, shall be msed by instalments; itah^ 

be the duty of the trustees of such district^ and they aire hereby 

.authorized to cause the.#ame to b(5 levied) iraked «ad cpllectpd, m 

equal annual instalments, in the same manner, and with the Uke 

,,iMiiJbprity that other school: district taxes are raised, levied and col- 

. le<?ted, and to .make o^t their t»x list and watraat, (or the colle^- 

: tion qf supb instalments 90 they become jMtyable ticepsdiog Ip the 
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i«^ of "tli^ »ftit*inM>itartl8 ; but the pajmetit or oollectioit of the 
kst insti^aientshidl not be extended beyond five years fh>m the 
tliaae stieh vote n^ taken ; and no vote to levy any such tax shall 
be reoon^ered except at an adjourned general or special meeting 
to be held within thirty days thereafter, and the same majority 
ataill be reqiHred for reconsideration as is required to levy such tax. 
N0. 94-^[| 72.} In every case where a district embraces a 
part <ff tfinre tfeaa one town, the town superintendents of the 
towns so in part embraced, upon application of the trustees of such * 
dbtHoU^ ot of diOBe persons liable to pay taxes upon real property* 
therein, shall proceed to enquire and determine whether the valu** 
alion of reial property upon the several assessment rolls of said . 
t9WM are Bubsland^lly just as compared with each other, so far a3 
such district is coitccfmed, and if determined not to be so, they - 
diaU determine the relative proportion of taxes that ought to be 
asBcimed upon the real property of the parts of such districts eo 
lying in di&rent towns, and the trustees of such district shall therie^ 
up<ni assess the proportion of any tax thereafter to be raised aceor* 
dmg t^ the determination of . said supeiintendents until the same 
shall be altered by said superintendents upon like application,' 
udkig the assessment roHs of die several towns to ^tribute the 
said proportionr among the persons liable ta be assessed for the^ 
stale* In -cases where two aaperintendents ehaH be unable tor 
agree, they shall summon a superinteAdent from some adjoming 
town, wha i^aU unite in sueh in^ry and determinsltion. 
• No. ^5-^S 73.] Whenever a school house shall have becn^ 
built or purchased for a district, the site of such school liome shalt'^ 
not be changed, nor the building thereon be retnoved, as long as 
the distriot shall remain mtakered, unless by the consent, in wri- 
ting, of thbe lown superintendents of common erchooh, of the Umn 
or towns within which such districts shall be situated, stating that 
in their ophiion such removal is necessary ; nor then, unless a ma- 
jority of all the taxable inhabitants of said district to be ascertain- ' 
ei by taking and recording th% ayes and noes, at a special meet* 
ing, called for that purpose, shall be in favor of such new site. 

i^4&* 9^ — [§ 74.] Whenever the site of a school house shall' 
have been changed as herein provided, the inhabitants of the dis- 
ti4ct ' entitled to vote, lawfully assembled at any district meeting, 
sbflli have power by a majority of the votes of those present, to 
diy^ed the Bale of the former, site or lot, and the buildings thereon, 
and appurtenances, or any part thereof, at such price, and upon 
saeh terms as ^ey shall deem most advantageous to the district ; 
and any deed duly executed by the trustees of such district, or a 
miajoriity of them, in pursuance of such direction, shall be' valtd 
and effectual to pass all the estate ' or interest of such school dis- 
triet in the premises intended to be conveyed thereby, to the gran- 
tee named in stich deed ; and when a credit shaU be directed to 
be gi^en tipon suck sale, fbr the consideration money, or afiy parl^ 
thereof, the trustees are hereby authorized to take ia-llMir eorpe^ 

8 
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mf e name, sadi -f ecoritj by bond jmd niGrtgiigis ^ elfi^'iHte, ibr. 
the pa3'iiient thereof, as they shall deem best, and shall bold the 
same as a corporation, and account ^erefor to their successors in 
office and to the district, in the manner thej are now required / 
- law to account for moneys received by them ; and the trustees of 
any such district for the time being, may in their same of ofBe^ 
sue for and recover the moneys due and unpaid upon any security 
so taken by them, or their predecessors in ofike, wkh iot^re^ and 
•oet. 

No. 97 — [§ 75.] All moneys arising from any sale made io 
pursuance of the last preceding section, shall be approprialed te the 
payment of the expenses incurred in procuring a pew site, and ia 
removing or erecting a school house or either of Iheo^ sa far as 
such application thereof shall be deemed necessary. 

No. 98— [§ 77.] In case the office of trustee shall be vacated 
by the death, refusal to serve, removal out of the district, of inca- 
pacity of any such officer, and the vacancy shall not be supplied 
by a district meeting within one month thereafter^ the town super> 
intendent of the town may appoint any person residing in sudli 
district to supply such vacancy. 

No. 99-^£§ '^^0 ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ vacancy in the office of school 
district clerk, collector or librarian, for any of the causes meet* 
t^ned in the .next preceding sectioB,<such vacancy may be supplied 
by appointment under the hands of tlie trustees of the district or a 
majority of them, and the persons so appointed shall hold th^c 
respective oflices until the next annual meeting of the district, and 
sntil others are elected in their places. 

, No. 100-^[§ 79.] Every person duly chosen or ^ppc^ted to 
any siYch office, who, without sufficient cause, shall t^fuse to mrva 
theiein, shall forfeit the sum of five dollars ; and every person »o 
chosen or appointed, and not having refused to accept, who shall 
neglect to perform the duties of hia office, shall forfeit the stimt of. 
ten dollars. . 

^ No. 101 — [§ 80.] • Any person chosen or appointed to any 
such office, may resign the same by presenting his resignation fa 
the town superintendent of the town where such officer shall 
reside, who is alithorised for sufficient cause shown to him, to 
accept the same, and the acceptance of such resignation shall be ^ 
bar to the recovery of either of the penalties mentioned in Hie. 
preceding section. The town superintendent accepting the resign 
nation shall give notice thereof to the clerk, or to one of the. 
trustees of the school district, to which the officer resigning sbatl 
belong. 

No. 102— [§ 81.] It shall be the duty of the clerk of eaeb 
school district, 

1^ To record the proceedings of his district in a book to be. pro- 
vided for that purpose by the district, and to enter therein true 
copies of all reports made by the trustees of his district, to ihe 
town superintendent. 
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S. To give notice of the time and place for special district tneeU 
ings, when the same shall be called by the trustees of the district, 
to each inhabitant of such district liable to pay taxes, at least five 
days before such meeting shall be held, in the manner prescribed 
in the fifty-fifth section of this act : 

S. To affix a notice in writing of tjie time and place for ftny 
adjourned district meeting, when the same shall be adjourned for a 
longer time than one month, in at least four of the most pubHo 
places of such district, at least five days before Che time appointed 
for such adjourned meeting : 

4. To give the like notice of every annual district meeting : 

5. To keep and preserve all records, books and papers, belong- 
ing to his office, and to deliver the same to his successor in office ; 
and in case of his neglect or refusal so to do, he shall be subject to 
a fine of not exceeding Mty dollars. 

Of the dvtyi of trustees of school dd$tncU, 

No., 103— [§ 82.] It shall b^ the duty of the trustees of every 
school district, and they shall have power, 

1. To call special meetings of the inhabitants of such districts 
Bable to pay taxes, whenever they shall deem it necessary and 
proper : 

2. To give notice of special, annual iand adjourned meetings 
in the manner prescribed in the last preceding section, if there 
be no clerk of the district, or he be absent or incapable of acting: 

8. To make out a tax list of every district tax, voted by any 
toch meeting, containing the names of all the taxable inhabitants 
residing in the district at the time of itiaking out the list, and 
the amount of tax payable by each inhabitant, set opposite to his 
name : 

4. To annex to such tax list a warrant, directed to the collec-. 
tor of the di6trict,for the collection of the sums in such list mentioned : 

5. To purchase or lease a site for the district school house, as 
designated by a meeting of the district, and to build, hire or pur- 
chase, keep in repair, and furnish such school house with necessary 
fuel and appendages, out of the funds collected and paid to them 
for such purposes : 

6. To have the custody and safe-keeping of the district school-* 
house : 

7. To contract with and employ all teachers in the districts : 

• 8. To pay the wages of such teachers when qualified, by giving 
them orders on the town superintendents for the public money be- 
longing to their districts, so far as such moneys shall be sufficient 
for that purpose ; and to collect the residue of such wages from all 
persons liable therefor : ' 

9. To divide the public moneys received by them, whenever 
authorized by a vote of their district, into not exceeding two por^ 
tions for each year ; to assign and apply one of such portions to 
each term during which a school shall b^ kept in sucl^ district, for 

- (1) Laws of 1849, chap. 882, i 12 
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ibe pajment of teacber's wages during such tenp ; and to collect 
tbe residue of sucfa wages, not paid by the proportion of public 
HMHiej allotted for that purpose, from the persons liable therefor, a9 
above provided : 

10. To exempt from the pajment of the wages of teachers, 
either in part or wholly, such indigent persons within the district 
as they shall think proper, in apy one quarter or term, and (he 
aame shall be a charge upon such district: 

11. To certify such exemptions and deliver tb,e certificate 
thereof to the clerk of the district to be kept on file in hk 
office: 

12« To ascertain by examination of the school lists kept by such 
teachers, the number of days for which each person not so exempt- 
ed, shall be liable to pay for instruction, and the amount payable 
by each person : 

13. To make out a rate-bill containg the name of each person 
so liable, and the amount for which he is liable ; and to annex 
thereto a warrant for the collection thereof: 

14. To deliver such rate-bill, with the warrant annexed, after 
the same shall have been made out and signed by them, to the col- 
lector of the district, who shall execute the same in like mannet 
with other warrants directed by such trustees to such collector for 
the collection of district taxes, except as hereinafter provided ; and 
the collector to whom any such rate-bill and warrant shall be de* 
livered for collection, shall possess the scune power, be entitled to 
the same fees, and subject to the same restrictions and liabilities 
with (heir bail and sureties, except as hereinafter provided, as bj 
^is title is provided in proceedings to collect school district taxes. ' 

No. 104~[§ 9.] The trustees of any school district may expend 
in the repair of the school house a sum not exceeding ten dol- 
lars in any one yeaf, and the same may be levied and collected by 
a separate tax, or ^dded to any tax authorized to be levied and col- 
lected, 2 

Wo, 105 — [§ 84.] Where by reason of the inability to coHed 
amy tax or rate- bill, there shall be a df^fieiency in the amount rais- 
ed, the inhabitants of the district in district meeting shall direct 
the raising of a sufficient sum to supply such deficiency by tax, 
or the same shall be collected by rate-bill, as the case may require. 

No. 106 — [§ 6,] Any balance required to be raised in any 
school district for the payment of teachers' wages, beyond the 
amount apportioned to such district by the previous provisions of 
this act, and other public moneys belonging to the district, applica- 
ble to the payment of teachers' wages, shall be raised by rate-bill 
to be nyuie out by the trustees, against those sending to school, in 
proportion to the number of days and of children sent, to be ascer- 
tained by the teachers* list ; and in nxaking out such rate^billf it 
shall be the duty of the trustees to exempt, either wholly or in part, 
as they may deem expedient, such indigent inhabitants as may, in 

Ql J*^ ®^ ^^^' <**P- 8®^» §^» «• amended by dhsp. IM lawa of 1801, §♦. 
t^ Laws ^ 1S49, ohi^. 8$2, ^ . 
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th^ir jadgrident, l>e entitled to such exemption, and the ainount of 
8Qch exemption shall be added to the first tax list thereafter to be 
made out by the trustees for district purposes, or shdt be separate- 
ly levied by them as they shalJ deem most expedient. ' 

No. 107---[§ 7.] The same property which is exempt by sec- 
tion tv^edty-two, of article two, title five, chapter six, part three, of 
the revised statutes, from levy and sale under execution, shall be 
exen^pt from levy and sale under any warrant to collect any rate- 
bill loi" wages of teachers of common schools. ^ 

Of the Assessment and Collection of District Taxes, 

No. l06r-^§ B5.] In making out a tax list the trustees of sehoiot 
districts- shall apportion the ^me on all the taxable kihabitants of 
the district, or corporations holding property therein^ accii»rding te 
the valuation of the taxable }^Qperty which shall be owned or pos- 
sessed by them, at the time of making out such Mst within such dfan 
frict^ or partly whhin such district luid partly in an adjoining distftidt^;^ 
and ^ipon all venl ^sta^ lying wi^in the boundaries of such distriol, 
the owners of whidb shall be non-residents, and which shall be lia- 
bie te taxation fot* town or comity purposes, and ^laH be flitnated* 
wllhin three miles of tke site of the school-house in suoh district 
But when it ^alli be ascertained that the proportion of any tax 
upon any lot, tract or parcel not occupied by any inhabitant would 
not amount to fifty cents, the trustees in their discretion may omitr 
such lot, tract or parcel iVom the tax Hst. 
. No. 109 — [§^6.] Any person working land under a contract to 
a share c€ the produce or rach land, shall be deemed ihe pds^essoi^ 
^ iar as to render him liable to tai^tioB therefbr, in the Strict 
where «uch land is situate* 

No^ 110 — f§87,] Every person owning or holding any real 
property whhiii any school district, who slmll improve and oecupy 
the same by his agent or servant, shall, in re^e^ to the liieibility 
of sudi propi*ity to taxation, be oonsidered a taii^able inhabttimt 
of such district, 4n the same manner as if he actually reidded' 
tlierein. 

No. Ill — [§ 88.] Where any district tax for the purpose of 
pureha^ing a site for a school-house, or f^t^ purchasing or building 
keeping in repair, or fbmishing such sdK>d-ho«ise with necessary^ 
ftiel and appendages, shall be lawfully assessed and paid by any 
pen^on^ on account of any real property, whereof he is only tenant 
itt will, or for three years, or for a less period of time, such tenant 
dBtay diarge the owner of such real estate with the amount of the 
tlix so paid by him, unless some agreem^it to the contrary shall 
have been made by such tenant. 

N&. 112-^[§ 89.] When any real estate within a district, selkh 
ble to taxation, shall not be occupied and improved by the owner, 
his 8ei*vtRt or i^enrt, and shall not be possessed by any tenant, the 
trasDees of any district, at the time of making out any ta* list b^ 
mMbi stay ta;x shall be imposed thereon, shall maice and hksdrl fo' 

(1) Lawtof 1S61, chap. ISl, §S-1 (2) Laws of 1761, diap. IM^gl 
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Mch tax list, a statement and description of every such let, piece 
or parceyof land so owned by non-residents therein, in the same 
manner as required by law from town assessors in making out the 
assessment roll of their towns ; and if any such lot is known to be-^ 
lohg to an incorporated company, liable to taxation in sueh district, 
the name of such company shall be specified, and the value of such 
lot or piece of land shall be set down opposite to such description, 
which value shall be the same that was affixed to such lot or piece 
of land in the last assessment roll of the town ; and if the same was 
not separately valued in such roll, then it shall be valued in propor- 
tion to the valuiition which was affixed in the said assessment roU 
to the whole tract* of which such lot or piece shall be a part 

No. 113 — [§00.] If any tax on the real estate of a non-resideni 
mentioned in the tax list delivered to the collector shall be unpaid > 
at the time he is required by law to return bis warrant, be shall 
deliv^ to the trustees of such district an account of the taxes sa 
remaining due, containing a description of the lots and pieces oi 
Imid upon which any taxes were imposed as the same were stated 
in his tax list together with the amount of the tax assessed on 
eacbf and upon making oath before any justice of the peace or judge 
of any court of record that the taxes meiHioned in such account 
remain unpaid, and that after diligent efforts he has be<m unable ta 
oelleet the same, he shall be credited by said trustees with X\m 
amount thereof. 

No. 114 — [ 91.] Whenever the trustees of any school district 
shall receive such an account of unpaid taxes from any. collector, 
tbey shall compare the same with the origkial tax list, and if found 
to be a true transcript, they shall add to such aocount a certificate 
to the effect that they have compared the same with the originld^ 
tax list and found it to be correct, and shdl Immediately transmit 
such account, with the affidavit of the collector, and their jcertificate 
to the treasurer of the county. 

No. 115 — [§ 92-3 Out of any moneys in the county treasury, 
raised for contingent expenses, the county treasurer shall pay to 
the trustees of the school district in which such taxes were imposed^ 
the amount thereof so returned as unpaid. 

No. 116 — [§ 93-] Such account^ affidavit and certificate shall 
be laid, by the CA)unty treasurer, before the board of supervisors o£ 
the county, who shall cause the amount of such unpaid taxes, with 
seven per cent of the amount in addition thereto, to be levied upon 
the lands of non-residents on which the same were imposed,. and if 
imposed upon the lands of any incorporated company, then upon 
anch company, in the same manner that the contingeat changes of 
the county are directed to be levied and collected, and when c<^ 
l^ted the same shall be returned « to the county treasury to relm* 
biprae the amount so advanced, with the expense of collection. . 

No^ 117 — [§94.] Any person whose lands are included 10 
aay such account may pay the tax assessed thereon to the coimtj 
tieaaurer, ai any time before the board of sapervisora abaU ba?* 
directed (he same to be levied. 
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Ifo. 118-^§'95.] The same proceedings in all respects sliatl 
b« had lor the collection of the amoant so directed to he raised bj 
t^ e board of supervisors as are provided bj law in relation to 
eotrntj^ taxes ; and upon a similar account as in the case of countj 
taxes of the arrears thereof uncollected, being transmitted by the 
county treasurer to the comptroller, the same shall be paid on his 
warrant to the treasurer of the county advancing the same ; and 
the amount so assumed by the state shall be collected for its benefit, 
in the manner prescribed by law in respect to the arrears of county 
taxes upon land of non-residents ; or if any part of the amount 
"80 assumed consisted of a tax upon any incorporated company the 
aame proceedings may also be had for the collection thereof as 
provided by law, in respect to the county taxes assessed upion 
mieh company. 

No. 119— -f§ 96.] The valuations of taxable property shall be 
ascertained so far as possible, from the last assessment roH of the 
tcrwn ; and no person shall be entitled to any reduction in the valu- 
ation of such property^ as so ascertained unless he shall give notice 
of his daim to sdch reduction, to the trustees of the district, before 
the tax list shall be made out. 

No, 120 — [§ 97.] In every case where such reduction shall 
be duly claimed, stnd in every case where the valuation of taxable 
property cannot be ascertained, from the last assessment roll of the 
town, the tnistees shall ascertain the true value of the property to 
be taxed, from the best evidence in their power, giving notice to 
the persons interested, and procefeding in the same manner as the 
town assessors are required by law to proceed, in the valuations of 
taxable property. 

No. 121 — [§ 98.] Every taxable inhabitant of a district, who 
shall ha e been, within four years, set o(f from any otherdistrict 
without his Qonsent, and shall, within that period have actually paid 
In such' other district, under a lawful assessment therein, a district 
tax for building a school-house, shall be exempted by the trustees 
«f the district where he shall reside, from the payment of any tax 
•for building a school house therein. 

No. 122 — [§ 99.] Every district tax shall be assessed, and the 
tax list therefor be made out by the trustees, and a proper warrant 
attached thereto, within thirty days ailer the district meeting in 
which the tax shall have been voted. 

No. 12S— [§ 100.] It shall be the duty of the said trustees, 
vfter the expiration of the said thirty days, to deliver the said tax 
list and warrant to the collector of the district, and such collector 
Is hereby authorised and directed, upon receiving his warrant, for 
two successive weeks, to receive such taxes as may be voluntarily 
paid to him ; and in case the whole amount shall not be so paid 
4n, the collector shall proceed forthwith to collect the same. He 
shall receive for his services, on all sums paid in as aforesaid, one 
per cent, and upon all sums collected by him after the expiration 
if the time mentioned, five per cent ; and in case a levy and sate 
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•ball be necefisarilj made bj gucb collector, b^ ibaM b0 entitlfd to 
travelling feen at the rate of six cents per mile^ to be com{Hited 
from the school house in such district. * 

No. 124— [§ 101.] If by the neglect <rf any cdlector, any 
School moneys shall be lost to any school district, which might bare 
been collected within the time limited in the warrant delivered to 
him for their collection, he shall forfeit to such district the full 
amount of the moneys thus lost, and shall account for and pay ov^ 
the same to the trustees of such district, in the same maimer as if 
they had been collected. 

Na. 125— [§ 102.] For the recovery of all forfeitures, md rf 
bailees in the hands of a collector which he shall have neglected 
to pay over, the trustees of the district may sue in their imm« of 
office, and shall be entitled to recover the same with interest and 
costs ; and the moneys recovered shall bf ap{)lied by tbem la the 
same manner as if paid without suit. 

No. 126 — [§ 103.] Any collector to whom any saeh tax Uit 
And warrant may be delivered for collection, may execute tbe saane 
in any other district or town in the same county, or in any oth^ 
county, where the district is a joint district, imd composed of tetti- 
tory from adjoining counties, in the saqae manner, and with the 
Hke authority as in the district in which the trustees issuing te 
9aid warrant rbay reside and for the benefit of whidi siud tax is 
intended to be collected, and the bailor sureties of any collector 
given for the faithful performance of his official dutieSy are het^iy 
declared and made liable ibr any moneys received or collected dn 
any such tax list and warrant, and may be pipsecuted for the jpo- 
covery thereof. 

. No. 127— [§ 104.] It shall be the duty of the truktees of school 
districts, to procure ibr the use of their district, two bound blauik 
books from time to time, as shall be necessary, in one of wfaicb the 
accounts of all moneys received and paid by the trustees^ amd^ 
statement of all moveable property belonging to the 4istri(^ sbaU 
be entered at large, and signed by such trustees, at er beA>re each 
annual meeting in such district. In the other of the said booka^ 
the teachers shall enter the names of the scholars attending scbool* 
and the number of days they shall have respectively attei^ed, a^d 
also the days on which such school shall have been inspected bj 
the town superintendent ; which entries shall be verified by Ite 
oath or affirmation of the teachers. The said books shall be pre* 
served by the trustees as the property of the district, and dbaU be 
delivered to their successors. 

No. 128— [§ 105.] When the necessary fuel for the s^ool riT 
any district shall not be provided, by means of a tax on the inhal>- 
itants of the district or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the trustees 
<^ the district to provide the necessary fuel, and levy a tax upcA 
jthe inhabitants of the district to pay for the same.* - 

. No. 129— [§ 109 ] When the trustees of any school district 
are reijuired or authorized by law, or by vote of their d(8triet< to 

(1) Laws of iS49, ehap. 882, §6. , (2) Lairs of 1849, duip. 882, g7. 



incur SBV ex{ieo«e ibr eucli 4istricty and wben any extensor iriciir* 
red by tuem are made bj express provision of law a charge upon 
such district, they may raise the amoilnt thereof by tax in the same 
manner as if the definite sum to be raised had been voted by a dis* 
trict meeting, and the same shall be collected and paid over in the 
same manner. 

No, 150 — [§ 110.] The warrant issued and annexed to any 
tax list or rate bill, shall be under the hands of the trustees of the 
district or a majority of them, and it shall not be necessary for the ' 
said trustees to affix their seals to any such warrant. 

iVb. 131 — [§ 111.] The warrants issued by the trustees of 
school districts for the collection of any district tax authorized to 
be levied, raised and collected by this title, or for the collection of 
any rate bill shall have the like force and effect, [except as herein 
Ibefore provided In respect to rate bills,] as warrants issued by 
boards df supervisors of counties to collectors of taxes in towns ; 
^nd the collector to whom any such warrant may be delivered for 
collection is hereby authorized and required to collect from every 
person in such tax list or rate bill named, the sum therein set op- 
posite to his name, or the amount due from any person or persons 
specified therein, in the same manner that collectors are authorized 
to collect town and coumy charges, [except as aforesaid.] 

No. 132 — [§ 112.J If the sum or sums 6f money, payable by 
any person named in such tax list or rate "bill, shall not be paid 
by him, or collected by such warrant within the time therein limit- 
ed, it shall and may be lawful for the trustees to renew such Warrant 
in respect to such delinquent person r or in case such person shall 
tiot reside within their district, at the time of making out a tax liiit 
or rate bill, or shall not reside therein at the expiration of suc& 
warrant, and no soods or chattels can be found therein whereon to 
levy the samef ; the trustees may sue for and recover the same, id 
Aeir name of (^ce. * 

No, 133 — [§ 118.] Whenever the trustees of any schotil d!$- 
irict shall discover any error in a tax list or rate bill made out by 
them, they may with the approbation and consent of the state su- 
perinlendent, after refunding any amount that may have been im- 
properly collected on such tax list or rate bill, if the same shall be 
tequired, amend and correct such tax list or rate bill, in conformity 
to law ; and whenever more than one renewal of a warrant for tlid 
collection of any tax list or rate bill, may become necessary fn at^ 
district, the trustees may make such iurther renewal, with tfao 
^in^en approbation of the town superintendent of the town fa 
whidi the school house of said district shall be located, to he en* 
dorsed upon such warrant. 

N&» 134— [§ 114.] If thre moneys apportioned to a d1i?trict by 
fte town superintendent shall not have been paid, it shall be the 
duty of the trustees thereof, to brmjg a suit for the recovery of the 
same, with interest, against the town superintendent in whose 
hands the same shall be, or to pursue such other remedy for the 
ecovery thereof, as is or shall be given by law. 
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Of the annual reports of tnuteeSj their dutik^and liaKHHes. 

JVo. 135 — [§ 1 15.] The trustees of each school district shall, 
between the first and fifteenth days of January, in every year, 
make and transmit a report, in writing, to the town superintend- 
ent for such town, dated on the first day of January^ in the year 
in which it shall be transmitted. 

^ Ao. 136 — [§ 1 16.] Every such report, signed and certified 
by a majority of the trustees making it, shall be delivered to the 
town superintendent, and shall specify, 

1. The whole time any school has been kept in their district 
during the year ending on the day previous to the date of such 
report, and distinguishing what portion of the time such school 
bas been kept by qualified teachers : 

2. The amount of moneys received from the town superintend- 
ent during such year, and the manner in yfhich such moneys hare 
been expended: 

3. The number of children taught in tbe district durin|r such 
jear.' 

4. The number of children residing in the district on the last 
day of December previous to the making of such report, over the 
age of four years, and under twenty-one years of age, (except Iik- 
dlan children otherwise provided for by law,) and the names of 
%he parents or other persons with whom such children shall res- 
pectively reside> and the number of children residing with each :^ 

5. The amount of money paid for teachers' wages, in addition 
to the public money paid therefor, the amount of taxes levied in 
said district for purchasing school- house sites, for building, hiring, 
purchasing, repairing and insuring school-houses, for fuel, for 
supplying deficiencies in rate bills, for district libraries, or for any 
Other purpose allowed by law, and such other inforn^ation in re- 
lation to the schools and the districts as the superintendent of 
common schools may from time to time require. 

No. 137 — [§ 1 17] It shall not be lawful for the trustees of any 
school distript to include in their annual returns the names of any 
children who are supported at a county poor-house, or orphan 
asylum. 

No. 138 — [§ lis.] The annual reports of trustees of school 
districts, of children residing in their district, shall include a|l 
over four and under twenty-one years of age, who shall, ^t the 
date of such report, actually be in the district, composjuig a^ part 
of the family of their parents or guardians, or employers, if such 
parents, guardians, or employers reside at the time m such dis- 
trict, although such residence be temporary, but such report shall 
not include children belonging to the family of any persop who 
phall be an inhabitant of any other district in this state, in whioh 
sbch children may be law be included in the reports of its triis* 
t^es, 

^— - ■ ■ — ■ -■ - --- nil I ' — ■ ^^ 

<1) LawB o7 1849, chap. 882, § 8. 
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Ko. 1i39~[§ 119] The trastees of «chooI dUtricU sball boI 
enumerate and include in their annual reports any Indian children 
residing on Indian reservations where schools are taught^ 

No, 140— [§ 120.] All children included in the reports of the 
trustees of any school district shall be entitled to attend the 
schools of such district; and whenever it shall be necessary for 
the accommodation of the children in any district, the trustees 
thereof may hire, temporarily, any room or rooms for the keeping 
of schools therein, and the expense thereof shall be a charge up- 
on such district. 

No. 141 — [§121.] Where a school district is formed out of 
two or more adjoining towns, it shall be th« duty of the trustees 
of such district to make and transmit a report to the town super- 
intendent f(jr each of the towns out of which such district shall be 
fi)rmed« within the same time, and in the same manner, as is re- 
quired by sections ope hundred and fifteen, and one hundred and 
sixteen of this act ; distinguishing the number of children over 
the age of four and under twenty-one years, residing in each part 
of a dibtrict which shall be in a different town from the other 
parts, and the number of children taught, and the amount of 
school moneys received from each part of the district. 

No. 142 — [§ 122] Where any neighborhood shall be setoff 
by itself, the inhabitants of such separate neighborhood shall an- 
nually meet together and chose one trustee ; whose duty it shall 
be every year, within the time limited for making district re- 
ports, to make and transmit a report in writing, bearing date on 
the first day of January, in the year in which it shall be transmit- 
ted, to the town superintendent of the town from which such 
neighborhood shall be set off, specifying the number of childrea 
over the age of four and under twenty-one years, residing in such 
peighborhotid, the amount of moneys received from the town su- 
perintendent since the date of last report, and the manner in which 
the same has been expended* 

No, 143 — r§ 123.] Every trustee of a school district, or sepa- 
rate neighbornood, who shall wilfully sign a false report to the 
town superintendent of his town, with the intent of causing such 
town supermtendent to apportion and pay to his district or neigh- 
borhood, a larger sum than its just proportion of the school moneys 
of the town, shall for each offence, forfeit the sum of twenty-five 
dollars, and shall also be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. 

No. 144— -[§, ^^] A'J property now vested in the trustees 
of any school district, for the use of schools in the district, or 
which may be hereafter transferred to such trustees for that pur- 
pose, shall be held by them as a corporation. 

No. 145 — [§ 1 25. J The trustees of each school district shall, 
once in each year render to the district, at its annual district 
■leeting, a just and true account in writing, of all moneys re- 
<{oived by them respectively ibr the use of their district ; and of 
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the mimner in which the same tfhall hare been eiroended, which 
iccoant shall be deli?ered to the district clerk, afrd be filed and 
recorded by him. 

. No. l46--[§ 126.] Any balance of such moneys, which shall 
appear from such account to remain in the hands of the trustees, 
or either of them, at the time of rendering the account, shall im^ 
mediately be paid to some one or more of their successors in 
olBce. 

s N(k 147 — [§ 127.] Every trustee who shall refuse or neglect 
to render such account, or to pay over any balance sq found in his 
hands, shall for each offence forfeit the sum of twenty-fiVe dollars. 

No. 148 — [% 128.] It shall be the duty of his successors in 
office to prosecute, without delay, in their naine of office, for the 
recovery of such forfeiture; and the monejrs recovered shall be 
applied by them to the use and benefit of their district schools. 

No. 149 — [§ 129.] Such successors sh^l also have the same 
remedies for the recovery of any unpaid balance in the hands of 
a former trustee, or his representatives, as are given to the town 
superintendent againt a former town superintendent and his re- 
presentatives ; and the moneys recovered shall be applied by theni 
to the use of their district, in the same manner as if they had been 
paid without suit 

No. 160 — [§ 130.] Every trustee of a school district who' 
Aall, while in office, neglect or refuse annually to render an ac- 
count of the moneys received by him as sdch trustee, shall for 
each offence forfeit the sum of twenty-five dollars ; and it shall be 
the duty of the town superintendent of the town rn which such 
trustee may reside, to prosecute, without defay^ in his name of 
office, for the recovery of such forfeiture; and the moneys recov- 
ered shall be applied by such superintendent to the use and bene- 
fit of the district school of the district to which such defaulting 
troMee shall belong. 

No. 151 — [§ 131.] Such town superintendent shall also have 
the same remedies for the recovery of any unpaid balance of 
moneys, in the hands of such delinquent trustee, in office, as are 
given to the town superintendents in office, against a fbrmer town 
superintendent ; and the moneys recovered shall be applied by 
•ach town superintendent to the use of the district to which the 
same may belong, and be paid over to the trustee or trustees of 
such district, who are not tn default. « 

No. 152— [§ 182.] Any person coneeiving himself aggrieved 
in consequence of any decision made, 

L By any school district meeting. 

2. By the town superintendent in the forming o)r altering, or ttt 
refu&ing to form or alter any school district, or in refusing to pay 
any -scho^A moneys to any such district : 

8. By the trnstees of any district, in payihg any teacher, dr 
refasiBg to pay him, or in refbsing to admit any scholar gratuitously 
into any school : 
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- 4. Or concerning any other matter under the present title maj 
appeal to the superintendent, who is herehj authorized ana 
requh^d to examine and decide the same, and the decision of the 
klate superintendent shall he final and conclusive. 

Of school district libraries^ 

' No. 153 — [§ 133.] The taxable inhabitants of each school 
district in the state, shall have power when lawfully assembled a^ 
any district meeting, to lay a tax on the district not eji^ceeding t^ 1 
dollars in any one year, for the purchase of a district library, / 
consisting of such books as they shall in their district meeting 
direct, and such further sum as they may deem necessary for 
the purchase of a book case : The intention to propose such 
tax, shall be stated in the notice required to be given of such 
meeting. 

No, 154 — [§ 135. The taxes authorized by the foregoing sec- 
tion to be raised, shall be assessed and collected in the same man- 
ner as a tax for building a school house. 

JVb. 155— [§ 136.] The sum of fifty-five thousand dollars, di- 
rected to be distributed to the several school districts of this state, 
by the fourth section of chapter two hundred and thirty-seven of 
flie laws of eighteen hundred and thirty-eight shall continue to be 
applied to the purchase of books for a district library, until other- 
wise directed ; but whenever the number of volumes in the district ^ 
library of any district, numbering over fifty children between the 
ages of five and sixteen years, shall exceed one'hundred and twen- 
tjr-five ; or of any district numbering fifty phildren or less, between 
tlie said ages, shall exceed on hundred volumes, the inhabitants of 
the district qualified to vote therein, may, at a special or annual 
meeting duly notified for that purpose, by a inajority of votes, ap- 
propriate the whole, or any part of the library money belonging to 
Ae district for the current year, to the purchase of maps, globes,, 
black boardSyOr other scientific apparatus, for the use of the school: 
And in every district having the required number of volumes in 
the district library, and the maps, globes, black-boards, and other 
i^paratus aforesaid, the said moneys, with the approbation of the 
state superintendent, may be applied to the payment of teach- 
ers* wages. 

No. 156— [§ 137.1 The trustees of every school district shall 
be trustees of the library of such district; and the property of 
all books therein, and of the case and other appurtenances thereof 
shall be deemed to be vested in such trustees, so as to enable 
them to maintain any action in relation to the same : It shall be 
their duty to preserve such books and keep them in repair ; and 
the expenses incurred for that purpose, may be included in any 
tax list to be made out by them as trustees of a district, and ad- 
ded to any tax jroted by a district meeting, and shall be collected 
and paid over in the same manner : The librarian of any district 
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Kbrary shall be snbject to the directions of the trustees thereof, 
ill all matters relating to the preservation of the books and appur- 
tenances of the library, and may be removed from office by them 
for wilful disobedience of such directions, or for* any wilful 
neglect of duty. 

No. 157—[§ 138.] Trustees of school districts shall be liabfa 
to their successors for any neglect or omission, in relation to the 
care and superintendence of district libraries, by which any books 
therein are lost or injured, to the full amount of such loss or 
injury in an action on the case, to be brought by such success- 
ors in their name of office. 

No. 158 — [§ 139.] A set of general regulations respecting 
the preservation of school district libraries, the delivery of them 
by librarians and trustees to their successors in office, the use of 
them by the inhabitants of the district, the number of volumes to 
be taken by any one person at any one time or during any term» 
the periods of their return, the fines and penalties that may h% 
imposed by the trustees of such libraries for not returning, for 
losing or destroying any of the books therein, oj for soiling, de* 
facing, or injuring them, and the conditions upon which anf 
school district may ^p\y the library money to the payment of 
teachers' wages, may be framed by the state superintendent, and 
printed copies thereof shall be furnished to each school district 
of the state; which regulations shall be obligatory upon all per** 
sons and officers having charge of such libraries, or using or posi* 
sessing any of the books thereof. Such fines may be recovered 
in an action of debt, in the name of the trustees oi any suoh libra^ 
ry, of the person on whom they are imposed, except such person 
be a minor ; in which case they may be recovered of the parent 
or guardian of such minor, unless notice in writing shall liave been 
given by such parent or guardian to the trustees of such library, 
that they will not be responsible for any books delivered such mi* 
nor : And persons with whom such minors reside shall be liable 
in the same manner and to the same extent, in cases where the pa* 
rent of such minor does not re>ide in the district. 

No. 159 — [§ 140.] Anjr person conceiving himself aggrieved 
bj any act or decision of any trustees of school di^stricts, concern- 
ing district libraries, or the books therein, or the use of such 
books, or of any librarian, or of any district meeting in relation 
to their school library, may appeal to the state superintendent in 
the same manner as provided by law. 

JSo. 160 — [§ 141.] The legal voters in any two or more ad-, 
joining districts may, in such cases as may be approved by the 
town superintendent, unite their library moneys and funds as they 
shall be received or collected, and purchase a joint library for the 
use of the inhabitants of such districts, which shall be selected by 
the trustees thereof, or by such persons as they shall dei^ignate* 
and shall be under the charge of a librarian to be appointed by 
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them ; and the foreigoing provisions of this act shall be applicable 
to the said joint libraries, except that the property in them shall 
be deemed to be vested in all the trustees, for the time being, of 
the districts so united. And in case any such district fhall d^ 
aire to divide such library, such division shall be made by the 
trustees of the two districts whose libraries are so united, and in. 
case they cannot agree, then such division shall be made by the 
town superintendent. 

No, 1($1 — [§ 142.] Where, by reason of the non-compliance 
with the conditions prescribed by law, the library money shall be. 
withheld from any school district, the same may be distributed 
among other districts complying with such conditions, or may be 
retained and paid subsequently to the district from which the 
same was withheld, as shall be directed by the state superintend- 
ent according to the circumstances of the case. 

No, 162 — [§ 143,] The state superintendent whenever re- 
quested by the trustees of a school district, under the directions 
of the legal voters of such district, may select a library for their 
use, and cause the same to be delivered to the clerk of the coumj 
in which such district is situated, at its expense. 

ARTICLE SIXTH. 

0/ certain duties of the county cteris. * 

B^o* 172.--Ooiinty clerk to report to the superintendent of com* 
mon schools ; what, and when. ■ ' ' 

Sbo. 173. — Forfeiture for negleethi|r it. 

Sc<;. 174. — Who to prosecute for it, and where paid when recov- 
ered. 

Sco. 175.-*- Duty of county clerk when commissioners [town sn- 
'perintendents] do not report. 

UTo, 163— § 172. [§ 112.] It shall be the duty of each county 
clerk, between the first day of August and the first day of October, 
in every year, to make and transmit to the superintendent of com-, 
mon schools, a report in writing, containing the whole number of 
towns in his county, distinguishing the towns from which the ne- 
cessary reports Mlve been made to him by the town superintend- 
ent of common schools, and containing abstracts of all such re- 
ports in such form as the state superintendent shall direct. 

jVo. 164— S 173. [§ 113.] I'.very clerk who shall refuse or 
neglect to make such report, within the period so limited, shall, . 
for each offence, forfeit the sum of one hundred dollars to the use 
of the school fund of the state. 

No. 165— § 174. [§ 114.] It shall be the duty of the superin- 
tendent of common schools to prosecute without delay, in his 
name of office, for such forfeiture, and to pay the moneys recov- 
ered, into the treasury of the state, to the credit pf the school fund. 
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Jfo. 166 — [S 144.] It shtU be (he duly of each county clerk, 
immediately after the first day of August in every year, in case the 
tOKD superintendent of any town in his county shall hare neglect- 
ed to make to him his annual report, to give notice ofadch neglect 
to the clerk of the town, who shall immediately notify such town 
Bii{)eriDtendent for the purpose of making his report.' 

Mitcellaneotu provitiont eonneeled tuith th« foregoing artieUi. 

No. 1(17— [§ 1.] Common schools in the several school disr 
tricls in this state shaJl be free to all persons lesiding in the dis- 
trict over ti?e and under twenty-one years ofage, as herein [before^ 
provided. Persona not resident of a district may be admitted in- 
to the schools kept therein, with the approbation in writing of the 
trustees thereof, oi a majority of them.' 

No. 168 — [§ 145.] Town superintendents, trualeCs, collectors 
and clerks of school districts, refusing or wilfully neglecting to 
make any report, or to perform aay other duty required hy uw, 
or by regulation.'* or decisions made under the authority of aay 
statute, shall severally forfeit to theiftown, or to their district as 
the case may be, for the use of the common schools therein, the 
sum often dollars for each such neglect or refusal, which penalty 
shall be sued for and collected by the supervisor of the town, and 
paid over l« ihe proper officers to be dixtribuled for the benefit of 
the commtfn schools in the town or district to which such penalty 
belongs; and when the share of school or library money appor- 
tioned to any town or district, or school, or any portions thereof, 
or any money to which a town ot district would have been entitled, 
■hall be lost in consequence of any wilful negleat of offioial duty 
by any town superintendent or trustees or clerks of echod dis- 
tricts, the officers guilty ot such neglect shall fmfeit to the tows 
or district the full amount, with intersst, of the mooeys so lost ; 
and they shall be jointly and severally liable for the payment of 
sQch forfeiture. 

Ifo. 169— [§ 146.] In any suit which shall hereafter be com- 
menced against town superintendents or officers of school districts , 
for any act performed by virtue of, or under color of their offices, 
or for any refusal or omission to perform any duty enjoined by law, 
and which might have been the subject of an appeal to the super- 
intendeut, no costs shall be allowed to the olaintiff in cases where 
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ichod district in eonaequehce of aets bjr them perfMtnftd in ^u 
Suanoe of and by the direction of such district, for any act per* 
formed by virtue of, or under color of their office, and such suit 
shall have been finally determined, or whenever, a[\er the final 
determination of any suit commenced by or against any trustees or 
other officers of a school district, a majority of the taxable inhab- 
itants of any school district shall so determine, it shall be the duty 
of the trustees to ascertain in the manner hereinafter described, 
the actual amount of all the costs, charges and expenses paid fov 
such <^cery and to cause the same to be assessed upon and coU 
lected of the taxable inhabitants of said district in the same man- 
ner as other taxes of said district are by law assessed and collected, 
and when so collected, to pay the same over to the officer by 
virtue of this act entitled to receive the same ; but this provision 
shall not extend to suits for penalties, nor suits or proceedings to 
enforce the deciisions of the superintendent. 

M}. 171 — [§ 2.] Whenever any person mentioned in the first 
section of this act shall have paid any costs, charges or expenses' 
as mentioned in said first section, he shall make out an account 
of such charges, costs and expenses so paid by him, giving the 
items thereof, and verify the same by his oath or affimation ; he 
shall serve a copy of said account so sworn to, upon the trustees 
of the district against which such claim shall be made, together 
with a notice iu writing that on a certain day therein specified, he 
will present such account to the board of supervisors of the county 
in which such school district shall be situated, for settlement at 
some legal meeting of such board ; and it shall be the daty of the 
officer upon whom such copy; account and notice shall be serired, 
to attend at the time and place in such notice specified, to pro« 
tect the rights and interests of such district upon such settle* 
ment* 

No. 172*-{§ 3.] Upon the appearance of the parties, or upon 
due proof of service of the notice and copy of account mentioned 
in the second section of this act, if the said board shall be of opinion 
that such account or any portion thereof ought justly to foepaid,to 
the claimant, such board may by an order to be made by a majority 
of all the members elected to the same, and to be entered in its 
minutes, require such account or such part thereof as sueh board 
shall be of opinion ought justly, to be paid to the claimant, by 
such district to be so paid ; but no portion of such account shall 
be so ordered to be paid which shall appear to .the said board to 
have arisen from the wilful neglect or misconduct of the claimant 
The account, with the oath of the party claiming the same, shall 
be prima facie evidence of the correctness thereof. The board 
may adjourn the hearing from time to time as justice shall seem 
to require. 

No. 173 — [§ 4.] It shall be the duty of the trustees of any 
school district, within thirty days after service of a copy of such 
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Older tipjon^hon to cmtn the sane to be entered at length in ihe 
book of records of said district, and to issue to the collector of 
said district a warrant for the cdlection of the amount so d^ected 
to he paid, in the same manner and with the like force and eflect 
as upon a tax voted by said district 

Mi. 174-t-[§ lJ]b No person shall wilfully disturb, interrupt 
or disquiet any assemblage of persons met at any school district, 
with the assent of the trustees of the school district, for the pur* 
pose of receiving instruction in any of the branches of education 
usually taught in the common sehools of this state, or in the 
science of music. 

iVb» 175^-^[§ 2.] Whoever shall violate the provisions of the 
foregoing section, may be tried before any justice of the peace of 
the county, or any mayor, alderman, recorder, or other magistrate 
of any city where the. ofience shall be committed ; and upon con^ 
viction, shall forfeit a sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars, for 
the use and benefit of the school distriet in which such offence 
shall be committed. 

Mo, 176-^[§ 3.] It shall be the duty of the trustees of any 
school distriet in which any such ofience shall be committed, to 
prosecute such offender before any o^er having cognizance of 
sufihofienee... 

N(K l77-^§ 4.] If any person convicted of the offence here« 
in prohibited, riiaUinot immediately pay the peaalty incurred, 
with the costs cdfconvic^n, or give security, to the satis^kction of 
the iMicet before whom such conviction shall be had, for the pay^ 
ment of the sasd penalty and costs within twenty days thereafter^ 
he siiall be icomniitted by warrant to the common jail of the county, 
until the same be paid, or for such term, not exceeding thirty 
days, as sliall be specified in snch warrant. 

No. 178 — [§ 6. J It shall and may be lawful for any person 
who may be complained of for a violation of the provtsibns of this 
act, to demand of such magistrate that he may be tried by a jury. 
Upon ^uch demand, it shall be the duty of such officer to issue a 
venire to the proper officer, commanding him to summon the same 
number of jurors, and in the same manner, and the said court 
shall proceed to empannel a jury for the trial of said cause, in the 
same manner and subject to all the rules and regulatiojis prescrib- 
ed in the act providing for the trials by jury in courts of special 
sessions. 

No, 179 — [§147.] A schod for colored children may be es- 
tablished in any city or town of this state, with the approbation of the 
commissioners or town superintendent of such city or town, which 
shall be under the charge of the trustees of the district in which 
such school shall be kept ; and in places where no school dis- 
tricts exist, or where from any cause it may be expedient, such 
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8<)hobrilui7 M placed in charge of Imstees to be appointed by the 
Commissioneri or town superintendent of common schools of the 
town or city, and if there be none, to be appointed by the state su- 
perintendent Eetums shall be made by the tmstees of swih 
school to the to^ superintendent at the saiiie time and in the same 
niantter as now protided by law itf relation to districts ; and they 
shall particularly specify the number of colored children over' four 
and under twenty-one years of age, att^ding such school from dif- 
fe?*ent districts, naming such districts respectively, and the number 
ftom each. The town superintendent shall apportion and pay over to 
the trustees of such schools'^ a portion of the money received by iheth 
annually, in ti^e same manner as now provided by law in respect 
to school districts, allowing, io' such schools the proper prbportion 
for each ctild ov^r four afld und^r twenty*one years, whd shall 
have been instructed in such school at least four months by a 
teachei* duly* licietifgeid, arid slmli cfedUct such proportion from the 
amount that would have been apportioned to the distrtet to whicJi 
sucli children bdbng^ arid in his report to th6 state superintend- 
ent, the town superintendent shall specially designate the schools 
for ciolbi^d chttd^en Iti his town or dty. 

M. I80i-[g 15.] Whenever it shattbe satisfactorily Jiroven 
to the state superintendentthat any' oourity or toWn superintendent 
or other schbol officer^ ha^ embezzled the pubMc' inoney, or apy 
money coming into his hands for school purposes, or had been 
guilty of tte wilful violation of any law, or neglect of any duty, or 
of disobeying any decision, order or regulation of the ' department 
of commori schools, the state superintendent is hereby anthorized to 
reriiov^ stich officer from stieh office, fey an order under the s6al of 
office of the secretary of stdie.^ 

JVb. iai..^[§148.] The dtate stipf^ririte'ndent mary <»use to be 
printed a sufficient number of forms of reports by trustees of school 
^striets arid town superintendents and of lists of pupils attending 
schools, and catisid them to be transmitted to the several county 
clerks, for the use of those officers and of teachers of schools ; and 
he shall cause title Second of chapter fifteen and part first of the 
Revised Statutes to be printed, and shall insert therein all acts and 
parts of acts which have been passed by the legislature, connected 
with the subjects of the said title, which are now in force ; and 
where any provisions of the said title have been altered by the 
subsequent acts, such provisions shall be varied so as to make 
them conformable to such alterations ; but the original numbers of 
the sections shall be indicated in such mode as he shall judge pro- 
per, except as herein amended or altered. Copies of the said title 
so amended shall be transmitted to the town superintendent, and ' 
all other officers chftrged with the performance of any duty under 
its provisions, with iSuch explanations and instructions as may be 
deemed expedient 



2^0. 182— [§150.] All such provwions of law as are reiwgnani 
to or inconsistent with the provisions of this title, are hereby repeal- 
ed; but nothing herein contained shall be so construed as ta 
impair or aflfect any of the local jwx)vi8ions respecting the organ-, 
ization and management of schools in any of the incorpora^A 
ciUes or villages or towns of this state, except as the same are 
affected by the preceding sections <^ this act. 

Town School JF'unds. 

The acts passed in 1789 for the sale of lands bebnging to the 
people of this State, required the Surveyor General to reserve in 
ea^ township, one lot for the support of the gospel,, and qne lot 
for the use of schools in such township. 

The following is a list of the principal reservations of this nature^ 
viz: 

One lot of 550 acres, in each of the twenty-eight townships in 
the Military tract. 

Forty lots of 250 acres each, in each of the twenty townships 
west of the Unadilla river, being ten thousand acres. 

One lot of 640 acres each, in each of the, tpwnships of Fayette, 
QlintQU, .Greeoe, Wari^en, Ghenangp, Sidney and Hampden, then 
in the counties of Broome and Chenango. 

Ten lots o( 640 acres each, in the townships along th^ St 
Lawrence. ■* 

Sixteen lots of 640 acres each in Totten and Crossfield's pur- 
chase. 

in the township of Flattsburgh 400 acres were reserved for the 
use of a minister of the gospel, and 460 acres for the use of a pub- 
lic school or schools in the said township* 

In the township of B^kson 640. acres were reserved for gospel 
and schools. 

By an act passed in 1798, in relation to gospel and school lots, 
it is provided *Uhat the moneys arising from the leasing of the 
Gtaid lots of land as aforesaid, and from the trespasses aforesaid, 
shall be applied to the use of schools or support of the gospel, in 
the original townships, as surveyed, in which such lots shall be 
respectively situated, and for no other purpose ; which said ap- 
plication shall be made, either for schools or gospel or both, and 
in such way and manner as the freeholders and inhabitants of > the 
towns in which the same lands shall lie, shall in legal town meet- 
ing, from time to time direct, order and appoint." 
. By an act passed in 1808, the act of 1798 was extended to all 
the townships where lots of land are reserved for the support of gos- 
pel and schools, and the following provision was added : 

" § 1.- Be it enacted, S^c, That the moneys arising from the an- 
nual rents and profits of the gospel lots in each township, shall be 
equally divided by the supervisor and commissioners appointed in 
each township, between the several religious societies legally or- 
ganized in such township, and that the, n^oaegr Rising,, £|fpft\ the 
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ftttnnal tetkU and profits of tlie several etebool tots sball^be distri- 
buted among the schools kept in each respective towhsfiip, Ijy 
teachers to be approved of by the supervisor and commissioners 
constituted by the act to which this is an amendment, or a mi^rity 
of them in said tbwnship^^n proportion to the aggregate number of 
da^s which the scholars in each respective school shall have res- 
pectively attended such schools in the year immiediately preceding 
such division." 

The fourth section of tm act concerning the gospel find school 
lots passed in 1813, is as follows : 

^^ And he it further enacted^ That the rents, issues, and profits 
of the aforesaid lands, and the annual interest of the moneys arising 
from the isale thereof, shall be applied by the said trustees for the 
time being, to the support of the gospel and schools in their sever^ 
towns in such i£anner, as the freeholders, and inhabitants of the 
ili-WiM respective, at their annual town meeting, shdll order and 
direct, or as the legislature shall prescribe by law/' Session Ijawd 
of 1813, p. 157. 

In 1819, an act wias passed in relation to tfie goispel tind school 
lots which! eontains tiie following section: ; . • ^^ 

" § 2. And be it further enacted. That all moneys now due or 
hWeiafiei' tobecoiAe due, arid which shall have 66me into the hands 
of the aforesmd oommissioiierB of public lots, and have not been 
applied and paid over to religious societies,' shall b^ apportioned 
among the seVeral school districts in the sevei^l towns of theaipr^ 
mentioned eounties, fbnondaga, Cayuga and Seneca] ' anything 
in tibe acts heretofore passed to the contrary notwithstanding." 

By section flhit of diapter 196, Laws of 1846, (No. 81 ante) 
*< the office of trustees of the gospel and school lots in the several 
towns in this state is hereby abolished ; and the powers and duties 
now by 1«W conferred and imposed upon said trustees, shall here- 
irfiter be exercised by the town superintendent of common schools." 

By the provisions rf chapter XV, Title IV, of Part ! of the 
Revised Statutes, the trustees of the several Gospel and school 
lots were atlthodzed and required, 

/* 1. To take and hoM possesion of the gospel and school lot 
of their to wii: 

** 2. To lease the same for such time not exceeding twenty-^one 
yeai^t and upon /luoh^ conditions as they shall dcf m expediei^t : 

** 3, To sell the same with the advice and consent of the 
inhabitants of the toWn, in town meeting a8»embled,for such prices 
and upoi^ aq.ch tqrma of credit as sbaU appeair to tfa^m niost i^van- 
taieeous: 

^ 4. To invest the proceeds pf such sales in loans secured by 
bond and mortgage upon unhicumbered real property of the value 
of double the amount kMmed. 

" ^, To purchase property so mortgaged upon a foreclosure, 
and to^hpld v4 cpnvey^the property so pur^^ed, wheaey^ it sbaU 
become necessary. 



the lUce ^ecarity. 

"7. To apply tl^e rente and profite of such lots, aud ^ the inter- 
est of the mpnej arieiqg from &e sale thereof, to the ^sppo^ of 
ibe gospel and schools, or either, as majube; provided by law, in 
such manner as «hall be thus provided. 

^ 8. To iren^er a just and jtrue account of tl^e proceeds of the 
sales, and the interest on the loans thereof, and' ofthe r^ts and 
profite of syeh gospel and school Ipts, and of the exp^ditur^ * ^nd 
appropriation thereof, on the last Tuesday :ne^t preceding the 
annual town meeting in, each year, to the boai^d of auditors of the 
accounts of other tawn officers. 

^ ,''9. To deliver over to tbeir snccefispj:^ in office, iill bq<^ 
papers apd secui^ties relating to the ^a^e^.at the expirat]oi;i,.pf 
i^^eir i^espective offices : and : . * 

; << 10; To take therefor a, ^"ec^ipt, which , shaH, b^ J&led. i^ ^p 
djerVf officQof the toiyn. .. ^ r > 

''§ 4. The board of auditors in each town shall, ^^uaUj report 
^Bia$j^ of the, ^cco^n^ of t;l|e , trustees qf /(b/^ gospi^ ,m^ school 
lote in that toivn, to the inhaWante thearf?pf>;|E^t $heir WiVll4 towA 
p^e^ug. , 

"§ 5, Wheweyer a. tofwn haying Ja^^s wa^W^ ^.M f^T*^ 
support o^ 4)e gospel or of.schppls, ^hf^ b^.divijd^d^iato twpt or 
^pttpre towns, or pja^l be altereii i^.ite Unu$S:by,tJia;.|upLii^eixing-ipf ^^ 
jljai^t of :iti territory to a«othc|r town pc jtop^r jsi^cJi J^^ pe 

^1^ by^^^hpj tru8te;esr [town, superintepdeftt] of tlvft to^w^ in whi^ 
such lafi^s were , iwpludpd io^mediaftely, tt^orje:,sPfcJt ^divJ^K^ iW 
^t^f.at^n ; and ,%uprppeds iherec^ sh^lti^ ^ppp^^^^ bet^en 
f^he towns yi^r^ltd therein ip th^ aam^ pia^iW^t^ othw.puyic 
jj^^on^ys, of ^qwpii, so j^yided, or aUerici w^^ - 

. *f § 6w Theslires pf jsuch p(ioueysi;p<wW<^ ii^^W^Mf^i ^H.be 
rospeotively ,.e^title4» Bhall be paid to .th^ im^tees o^ th^^^M ^ 
.^^ool lote fj'wn iSiu^r^it^ijdcnts], pfiihe^esp^c>iy«.;toiifDSj^^fmd 



pb^ .therf{afjt€a:-be)subject to the prai^jo|>#; oflhis Titte< I ' ^ . i 
'* § 7. If in either of such towns, tnuteoft of ,:gwPfi/WA fichppl 
jlpjtg [Town Superinten4on}te3 9haU nof ^yeb^n »obpscF, oy^bere 
be none in office, the share of such town shall bpf/p<^filt4i9i4^ 
•W^l^yis^''. ;„ . . ... ....i: ,:... ^- ...,-., .' ,.■.;.-; J" M • 

An Ate relattve to inanen^s in' the hands of dverseers^bfiheJP^&r. 

§K ' It fehaU be lawM foi- the itihabitante Of any to^, iii sDbh 
counties as have abolished the distinction between coun^ afld tewh 
Jjaupers^, and in such counties as may hereafftei* ^bo!i^ suc^ "dis- 
tiiifeiioli^ at aily atoaual or special town iheetra^, toapprop^iafe all 
or any part of the monies and funds reihahririg itr'the tjaiidy of the 
oversiei^ of 'the ppot of such 'town, after such 'abdlitioh, i& §uch 
-el^ecte &nd for such purposes as shall be deterniiried at ^stich infee^ 



§ 2. I^ any fluch m^ee^ng «baK i^pn^priate any such money or 
funds for the benefit of coqimon schools ii^ their town, the money so 
appropriated shall be denominated ""the Common Schopl Fund of 
•Qch town," and shall be under the care and superintendence of the 
f Town Superintendent] of Common Schools of said town. 
. §^. If any such meeting shall appropriate such money or 
^ndslbl-^e benefit of common schooll, after such appropri^tidi 
shall have been made, and after the town superintendent of cbni* 
mon schools shdl hare taken the oath of office, the overseers of 
the pioo^of such towns shall then pay over and deliver to the said 
Iowa sup^otendent such moneys, bends, mortgages, notes and 
oitlier securities ref&ainiBg in their hands as such overseers of the 
poor^ a» wfU comport with the appropriatioh mad^ for the benefit 
of commou schools of their town. 

§ 4 ^iW ^ttid town superintendents of common ischools may sue 
for and inoUect, in their name of office, the money due orto be- 
<XMne dae on stieh bonds, mortgages, note^ or other ^ectirities, a];id 
also all other secaritlieii by theiii taken undergo provisSdns of thb 
alfft- • ' ^ -' ■ -' ■ ' ' ■"• ■■■'■' ■' ■ , 

§ 5. The motiies, bonds, mortgages, notes and other ^ecufi^ 

^fore^d^lii^lcontiiidie and be a permanent fund, to,l>e d^noihiha- 

t«d theconndon scjihool ^hd of the town appropriating "the^ame, 

-the aAnmd teteirest *rf whiich ^hall be applied to the slipport^ 

^oommon s<!Jh6d8^ iit i^iieb tow^ utilesis the inhaKtantd of such town, 

in annual town meeting, shall make a different disposi^on of the 

wholeof llke^nndpal andititei^t, or any part therebf, fbrthe 

benefit of the common schools of si^li town. ,'■'.' ^ '^ 

' § 6. ^TPhe said ' town bffperinteiidents of coioamon fe^hbolfe;, wieij- 

lerertiheiirhrie'ortiny^art of the pi^facSpalof sdid f^itid iliWlcDme 

to their hands, shall loan the i^i&ihiB'on bond, secured by a'tdoi^^£ig^ 

-oii'T«alf est«ti^'Of'd<MlW€^the viedueof theinonietf sobaned^ exclu- 

.give of btiildrigi or artfificial erection* thereon, ' \ '• 

' • §7;.: 5goiie«lftd town siijietintendents of comtndn B«iflio6fe'D(riy 

purchase in the estate on t*rhich the f\ind shall have beeni Secured, 

'tip<m^ih#>ftn^dlOMit«^ of aily. mortgage, 'arid may hbld'aii^^ conVer 

Uie same for the use of said fund. ', \'' 

^8. Tfair«aid'tdwn sufiierint^iiideiits i6f eonimdn sdhdol? lihall 
-i^etein tiie ^kffbirt of ^^d^common School f^nd; which ^alll^e di»- 
tribtttod «nd ttj^^d^'to the-^uppbit df eommon schobb df su(^ 
towa^ in like manner as the public monej for the sijppofrt^pf cd^* 
MOn^seboiAi shall WdiStrilmted1)jr|a*«r*^ ; ^ * 

§ 9. The said town superintendents of common schooU ishfiffl 
'Aoeomk tttifiietdlly; ki' lto($h manneJt^iAiid at'subh fimes ks town pffi- 
cei» aref'i^qisBir^ bjrjaiir to 'accbiint, and'^H deliver to theii' sti4- 
cessors in office all ibotieys, books^s^^liti^s ^ti^ piipers ^ha^fsaeV- 
;^r r^laitidg ^ said filnd, and shall take a receipt ' thetefdr, lind ' file 
itai'Steiie'wfitli'thetoWiielertE: '■' • ' '"' •".'; ";": ' ' '^ 



LewisUm School JPund, 
[Laws of 1826, p. 239. 1 Rev. Stat. 614.] 

§ 1 • The property now belonging to the Lewiston SchcK)! Fand 
shsdl remain a oontintial fund, the Interest of which shall be invio* 
lably appropriated to the support of common schools in the Tillage 
of Lewiston, under the direction of the commissioners of tl^ Lew- 
iston school fund for the time being. 

§ % The commissioners of the Lewistcm school fiind shall not 
exceed three in number, and shall hold their offices for two years, 
and until others shall be appointed. In case of vacancies in the 
office of such commissioners, the vacancies shall be filled andi all 
appointments hereafter be made by the governor and s^mte» in the 
same manner that other appointments are made. 

§ 3. All such commissioners hereafter to be appointed, shall 
ooDtinue in office for two years and until others shaU be j^pcdnted, 
•unless in cases of appointment to fill vacandei, wb^re the Ustm, 
shall ei^pire with that of the other coounissionevs. 

§ 4 Every person hereafter appointed a commissioner of the 
Xewiston ji^^hool fund shall, before he enters on the duties of his 
officCi give to the trustees of the corporation of the village ef Lew. 
iston, a bond in the penalty of fiftcjen thousand dollai*8^ with two 
or more sureties, oonditioned that he shall faithfully execute the do- 
ties of his office — which bond shall be deposited with the derk of 
the said corporation. 

§ 5. The commissbners of the I^ewiston sdiod liud shall have 
power and it shall be their duty, 

1. To sell or lease the lots of land in the village of Lewiston, 
helongix^ to the said fund, on such terms as they may judge most 
conducive to the interests of the fund : 

2. To.certiQr to the commissioners of the Land office^ en reeeiv- 
ing payment for such sales, a descnpUpn of the land sold, the priee, 
the time when sold, the name of the purchaserst and that the con- 
sideration money and interest nas been fully paid : 

3., To Joan all inoneys which may oome to their bands, belong- 
ing to the fund : 

:\ 4. To take a bond on making such loans to tbemseltres as iltich 
commissioners, secured by a mortgage on uuiQcumbered xtal prop- 
erty, of at least double Uie,val^e of the sum loaned, exclusive of 
tmildings: • 

5. To collect all bondsand niiortgages orother debftsdoe tathe 
4un4: 

6. To pay over to the trustees of common schools in the aaid 
village, ail mone3r8 received by the commissioners for interest on 
,Iaai;is or rents of lands belonging to said fund : 

7. Xo keep suitable books and accounts of all matters relating 
to the management of said fund, whi<^ shall be open to the inspeo- 
tion of the inhabitants of the village at all reasonable times: 
and— 



187 



8. To deliver, at the expiration of their severd offices, to the 
remaining commissioners or their successors in office, all the books 
and papers relating to said innd. 

§ 6. Before the trustees of common schools in said village shall 
be entitled to receive such moneys from the commissioners, the 
trustees shall execute a bond to the supervisors of the town of Lew- 
iston, in such penalty and with such sureties as the supervisor shaR 
approve, conditioned that the trustees i^all faithfully apply such 
moneys towards the support of schools in the village of Lewiston, 
for the benefit of such of its inhabitants as shall have resided in 
the village at least six months ; and shall render a just and true 
account of the expenditure of such moneys to the supervisor, 
when required. 

§ 7. It shall be the daty of the trustees of the corporation of 
the village of Lewiston, in case of any breach of the conditions of 
the bond given by such commissioners, and of the supervisor of the 
town of Lewiston, in case of any breach of the conditions of the 
bond given by the trasteet o^ common schools "for the Tillage ^ 
liewiston, to sue for and receive on said bonds all damages which 
may have accrued by such breaches for the use of said schools. 
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PART III. 



INSTRUCTIONS, DIGEST & MPOSITION 

" car THE 

GENERAL XWS 

COMMON SCHOOLS.. 



I <• 



WITH FORMS, Ao, FOR THE USE OF SCHOOL OFFICERS. 



, OHAFTER I. 

OF THE SCHOOL FUIO) ANT) STATE TAX, AND THEIR APPOR- 
TIONMENT AND DISTRIBUTION AMONG THE SEVERAL 
COUNTIES, CITIES AND TOWNS. 

Common Schools in the several school distriets of this state 
are frbb to all persons residing in the district, over four and under 
twenty-one years of age ; and all children enumerated in the an- 
nual reports of the trustees of the several districts are legally en- 
titled to attend the schools of such district. Children whose pa- 
rents or guardians are non-residents of the district in which they 
may desire to attend school, may be admitted into such school, with 
the approbation in writing of the trustees thereof, or of a minority 
of them. If any terms of admission are intended to be i^nposed, 
other than those common to resident children of the district, such 
terms must be distinctly specified at the time of such admission : 
otherwise it will be presumed that the non-resident childrc^n so ad- 
mitted are to share in all the privileges of the school with resident 
diildren of the district. 

The capital of the common school fund, consisting of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of all lands belonging to the state, is, by the con- 
stitution, to be '^ preserved inviolate," and its revenues to be appli- 
ed to the support of c6mmon schools. This fund amounted on the 
30th of September last, to $2,248,563.36 ; consisting of bonds for 
lands sold, and for loansi bank stock, state stock, &c., yielding an 
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RDunal reT«pue of about Sl35,000 for distribalioti ^mosg tbe eer- 
.entl school districU. 

By chapter 237 of ihc Laws of 1838, the sum of JUO.OOO 
nas annually appropriated, from the revenue of (h^ United States 
Deposite Fund, together vith an additional amount of £^5,000 fgr 
the purchase of district libraries. The aggregiUe antoant therefore 
to be annually apportioned and distributed from Ihe common school 
fund is 4300,000. Tbe constitution also provides that " the sum 
of twenty-five tbousaiid dollars of tbe revenues of tbe United 
States Deposite Fund shall each year be appropriated to and made 
a part of tbe capital of the sud common school fund i" and by 
^ 13 of chapter 382 of tbe laws of 1849, "wbenever any money 
la paid into the treasury of tbe slate for or on account of the com- 
mon school fund, it shall be tbe duty of the comptroller to credit 
tbe common school fund witli interest on the sum so paid in, at th« 
rate of six: per cent, per annuio, for the time the same shall remain 
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such neighborhood, is in no case, to exceed the sum of twenty-four 
dollars, and the remainder of such one-third is to be apportioned 
and divided equally among the several districts ; and the state 
superintendent of common schools is, by proper regulations and 
instructions to be prescribed by him, is to provide for the payment 
of such moneys to the trustees of such separate neighborhoods and 
school districts. It is also the duty of the state superintendent of 
common schools, on or before the first day of January, in every 
year, to apportion and divide the remaining two-thirds of the said 
amount of eight hundred thousand dollars, together with the re- 
maining two-thirds of all other moneys appropriated by the state 
for the support of common schools among the several counties, 
cities and towns of the state, in the mode now prescribed by law 
for the division and apportionment of the income of the common 
school fund $ and the share of the' several towns and wards so ap- 
portioned and divided, is to be paid over, on and after the first 
Tuesday iu February, in each year, to the several town superin- 
tendents of common schools, and ward or city officers, entitled by 
law to receive the same. * 

When the census, or return's, uppn whfch an apporiioiiment 13 
to be made, shall be so far defective, in respect to any county, city, 
or town, as to render it impracticable t6r the superintendent to 
ascertiun the share of school moneys, which ought then to be ap; 
portioned to such county, city, or town, he is required to ascei^ 
tain, by the best evidence in his power, the facts upon which the 
ratio of such apportionment shall depend, and to make the ap- 
portionment accordingly; and whenever, in consequence of the 
division of a town, or the erection of a new town, in any county, 
the apportionment then in force shall become unjust, as between ' 
two or more of the toWna of such county, he is required to make 
a new apportionment of the school moneys next to be distributed 
amongst such towns, ascertaining by tl^e best evidence in his 
power, the facts upon which the ratio of apportionment as to such 
towns, shall depend. He is also to certify each apportionment 
made by him, to the comptroller. 

iTnder these provisions the sum of Sl,100,000 is annually to be 
apportioned by the state superintendent among the several counties^ 
cities and towns,, for the support of common schools ; of which the 
sum of 955,000 is to be applied to library purposes, and the residue 
exclusively to the payment of the wages of duly qualified teachers, 
in the mode prescribed by law. 

Treasurers of counties have no right to deduct from the amount 
of the school moneys apportioned to each town a commission of 
one per cent. They are unquestionably entitled to such a caror 
mission undgr § 26, 1 R, S. 370 on the moneys received 
and paid by them for the use of the common schools; but 
they have no right to diminish the atnount of the moneys 
placed in their hands for distribution, under an ap|)ortionment bj 
Ihe superintendent. Their tommissf on is a diargib up6n the county, 
and not upon the eommoo sdiool fund.-— Obm. School Dee. 279. 
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In addition to the funds thus provided by the general law, a 
large proportion of the towns are annually in the receipt of local 
funds, ansing from the proceeds of the sales or leases of gospel and 
school lots belonging to such towns, reserved under an act passed* 
in 1789, by the surveyor-general in the original allotment of town- 
ships ; from the appropriation of moneys remaining in the hands of 
the overseer of the poor of . towns in those counties in which the 
distinction between town and county paupers has been abolished, 
to the support of the schools, by a vote of the inhabitants at their 
annual town meeting; and in some instances from testamentary 
bequests and voluntary donations, for the benefit of common schools. 
In most of the cities of the state, too, as will be seen hereafter, 
large sums are directed by special acts to be raised fcH* the support 
of the public schools. 



CHAPTER 11. 



TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS OP COMMON SCHOOLS. 

By the first section of chap. 133, Laws of 1843, the offices of 
Commissioners and Inspectors of common schools were abolished ; 
and by the first section of chap. 480, Laws of 1847, it is provided 
that thtre shall hereafter be elected in each, of the towns of this 
state, at the same time and in the same manner that other town of- . 
ficers ate chosen, an ofilcer to be denominated ** Town Superin- 
endent of common schools." It is his duty, on or before the. 
first Monday of November afler his election, to execute to the iu- 
pervisor of his town and file with the town clerk, a bond, with one 
or more sufiicient sureties, to be approved of by said supervisor 
by endorsement over his signature on said bond, in the penalty of 
double the amount of school money which his town received from 
all sources during the year preceding that for which he shall have 
been elected, conditioned for the faithful application and legal dis- 
bursement of all the school money coming into his hands during 
his term of office, and for the faithful discharge of all the duties 
of said office. In case such bond shall not be executed and filed 
within the time herein specified, the office of such Town Superin- 
tendent is to be deemed vacant, and such or any other vacancy 
is to be fiilled by any three Justices of the Peace of the same town, 
by a warrant under their hands and seals ; and the persons so ap- 
pointed ares, (by the provisions of § 14, chap. 382, Laws of 1849,) 
to hold their offices until the first Monday of November following 
the next annuaV town meeting. The justices making such appoint- 
ment are to cause their warrant to be filed with the town clerk, 
s^d to gite immediate notice to the person appointed. 
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If there are lesQ than three justices residing in the town in 
which such vacancy occurs, the resident justice or justices may as- 
sociate with themselves one or more justices from any adjoining 
town. 1 Rev. St. 398, § 56. 

Every town superintendent is required on the execution of his 
bond, as above provided, to enter upon the duties of his office on 
the Jlrst Monday of November succeeding his election^ and is to 
hold his office ybr two years thereafter; and whenever the office 
of town superintendent shall be vacant for any cause, orbefwe the 
time of the annual town meeting, shall be held by a person ap- 
pointed by the Justices as above provided, the electors of the towu 
at such town meeting are required to choose a town superintend- 
ent to fill such vacancy or to supercede such appointee ; and the 
person so elected is to enter upon the duties of the office on the 
first Monday of November following his election, and to hold bis 
office for the term of two years. 

In the interim between the town meeting and the first Monday 
of November following, the office is to be filled by appointment by 
the Jurtices. 

Town superintendents are declared by law to be ineligible to 
the offices of Trustee of School District, Supervisor, or Town 
Clerk. 

The powers and duties formerly by law conferred upon the 
trustees of the Gospel and school lots in the several towils of the 
state, are, by the first section of chap. 186, Laws of 1846, vested 
in and to be exercised by town superintendents. 

Town superintendents are entitled to receive $1,25 per day for 
every day actually and necessadly devoted by th^m, in their offi- 
cial capacity, to the service of the town in which they are elected, 
to be paid in like manner as other town officers are paid. 

Town superintendents are required, immediately after the com- 
mencement of their official term, to report their names and post of- 
fice address to the Department. 

The various powers and duties appertaining to the office of 
Town Superintendents, may be arranged under the following 
heads: 

let. The formation and alteration of districts. 

2d. The apportionment and payment of public money. 

3d. The inspection and licensing of teachers, and the visitation 
and supervision of schools. 

4th. The making and transmission of their anpual reports. 

5th. The collection of certain penalties and forfeitures. 

6th. Miscellaneous duties under various provisions of law. 

I. OP THE FOBIUlTION AND ALTERATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

By the 43d section of the act of 1847, above referred to, it is 
provided that <' in the erection or alteration of a school districty the 
trustees of any district to be afiected thereby may ^ply . >> the su- 
pervisor and town clerk to be f^ssociated with the Town Superin- 
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tendent ; ao4 tbeir action sbatt be final tmle^B ddly appealed from* 
The compensatioD of the supervisor and town clerk, when thusas-^ 
sociated^ sl^all be the same as that of the Town Superintendent.' ' 
The various remarks under this head will therefc 
as well t6 the action of the town supervisor^ superintendent and 
derk, when associated together by virtue of this provision, as to 
that of the Town Superintendent alone ; although for the sake of 
brevity and simplicity the latter only is r«dferred to. 

It is proper, however, in this connection to advert to the general 
duties of the town clerk, in his capacity as derk to the Town Su- 
perintendent, independently of the provision above cited. By the 
32d section of the school act (No. 00) he is required "to receive 
and keep all reports made to the Town Superintendent from the 
trustees of school districtSi^and all the books and papers belonging 
to th^ Town Superint^endent when required, and to file them in 
his office*; to receive all his estimates and a^>ortioQments o£ school 
monejy and to record the same in a; book to be kept for that pur« 
pose ; and to notify the Town Superintendent^ upon receiving no- 
tice from the county clerk, that he has not made his annual report, 
for the purpose of making suoh report." 

Consent of Trustees, and Notice of AUercUion. 

By the 45th section of the school act (No. 71) it is provided 
that ^' no alteration of any school district made widiout the consent 
of the trustees thereof, shall take efiect until three months after 
notice in writing s^all be given by the Town Superintendent, to 
some one or mor^^ such trustees. Nor shall any alteration or 
regulation of an orffpmzed school district he made to take effect 
between the first dap cf December in any one year^ and the first day 
of May foUowingf^ 

As the principal portion of the inhabited territory of the state 
has already been sub-divided into school districts, every formation 
of a new ^strict will, to a greater or less extent^ involve some al- 
teration in districts previously existing. The consent of a majori- 
ty of the trustees, therefore, of each district a£^cted by such alter- 
ation, or a written notice thereof, to some one ^ such trustees, is in 
all cases indispensable to the validity of the proceeding. In tht 
absence of such consent, the order of the Town Superintendent is, 
to use a legal phrase, inchoate, or in abeyance, until the expiration 
of three months after service of the notice required by law ; and 
the districts to be affected by the proposed alteration remain, for 
all district purposes, in their original condition, the same as though 
no action whatever had been had. 

All alterations made between the first day of December in any 
year, and the first day of May ensuins, should specify on thdr 
face that they are to take e£fect on or after the first day of Jltay,and 
if after at what time.. 

The law has not prescribed anv specific time within which the 
notice of the alteration mast be given, where the consent of troi* 
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tees has been wkfaheld ; but it is obviously proper t)iat such not»^ 
i^ould be given at the time of the alteration, or as soon thereafter 
as may be practicable. A notice at any subsequent period would 
undoubtedly, however, be valid, and would amount to a republica* 
toon of the order of the Town Superintendent 5 and at the expira- 
tion of three months from the service of such notice, the alteration 
would take effect. The consent of the trustees, when given, would 
appear from the record of the alteration, but in the absence of such 
>f, it may be established by other testimony. 

Whenever any portion of the inhabitants or territory of one dis- 
trict 13 annexed to another existing district, the consent of a major- 
ity of the trustees of each district must be procured, or the notice 
required by law must be given. 
. The consent of trustees to a proposed alteration in their district 
;?may be given either verbally or in writing ; and it has even been 
held that ih^iv presence at the time of alteration, with full knowl- 
edge of the fact of such alteration, amounts, in the absence of any 
objection on their part, to a consent.^— » Cbin. School Dh>, 69. 

Persons attached to a district without the consent of trustees, 
may be transferred to another district at any 4ime prior to the ex- 
piration of three months, and such new transfer amounts to a virtu- 
al abandonment of the original order. ' . , . . 

The consent of trustees to an alteration in their district must in 
all cases h^ve reference to the specific alteration proposed, and can 
not be general and unlimited.— Com, School Dec, 30. 

The provision requiring the consent of trustees to detach persons 
from their district, and holding them three ttimths without such 
consent, was made fbr the benefit and protectiSS'^of the trustees, to 
whose injury the alteration might operate. For instance, trustees 
might have made contracts and incurred responsibilities which 
would operate oppressively, if some of the most wealthy were de- 
tached before they had time to collect the tax. And to carry this 
intention into effect, the act should be benignly and favorably con- 
strued for the protection of the trustees. — Id, 

When the supervisor and 'town clerk are associated with the 
Town Superintendent in the formation or alteration of any dis- 
trict, a majority of tfte Board may make the requisite order. 

Notice for the organisation of a new District. 

Whenever any school district is formed in any town, it is the 
duty of the Town Superintendent, within twenty days thereafter, 
to prepare a notice in writing, describing such district, and appoint- 
ing a time and place for the first district meeting, and to deliver 
such notice to a taxable inhabitant of the district, who is bound to 
notify every other inhabitant of the district, qualified to vote at 
district meetings, by reading the 'notice in the hearing of each such 
inhabitant, or in case of his absence from home, by lieaving a copy 
thereof, or of so much thereof as relates to the time and place of 
such -meeting, at the place of his abode, at least six days before the 



X 



ibne of tb« nee^iqg. Id can auch notice sW) not, begii;eD, i^ 
the lnba\»tante of » dUlrkt shall refuse or neglect to HGsenabtf 
or form n. district meeUng. vben so notified ; or in cs«6 taty 
-Hick district, having ^een formed and orgatiized ia purauancf 
of such jiotice, shall aflerwardti be diesolved, eo that no competent 
ruithocity shall exist therein, to call a special dis|j4ct meeting ia 
thp manner bereinaflef . provided ; Bocb notice must be renewed bj 
thp Town Superintendent, and gerved in tlte nianuer aboT^ 
deacrf*— ' '•■' "^^ '*■''— "" '"' ^ 

Th 
trict 1 
the n< 

the ti 
aary 
deecr 
notilii 

exten 

Absent from home, he is to be warned br learii^ at his place tff 
abode a copy of the riofice, or ofto'muehtkB^ofas relates to iKi 
^Hme and place of meeting. This is clear and conclude, it 
could not lie necesstlrj tfa&t a persoAat notice sbeuld be more ftiTl 
and particular than is required of a notice lefl io the absence of 
the person notified." — Per Flaqq, Sup'L Cortt. School Dec. 18. "^ 

If in consequence of the refusal of'the thisieeS of the district ,.^ 
or districts, (Vom which a new district is fornied, to consent to th6'" "^ 
'|Rrop«sed alteration, 'suck new diBinctoaanot' go -into operMioa ,-~^ 
^Dndl'ofier tie expiration of thr^e montbsitora the service of notte / 

«f«udi «tte>«ti0N, the notice for the first neeling most bede^iPMd -^-\ 
BDtil the expiraii*n ef such time ; Or at least must specify a dRj 
subsequent thereto for the holding of Buoh meeting. ■ • ■"■""j 

Where a 'meeting baa been ^eld and officers chosen under a 
Jiotice given bj the Town Superintendent, in the mod^ prese^bed 
bj law, a second notice for such organizarion cannot be given under 
the pretence , that the proceedings of £uch first meeting were in- 
valid of irregular, — Com. School Dec. nz. 

On Abe formation of a new district, if notice for the first district 
meeting is not given within twenty days, it may be given subse- 
quent to the expiration of that period ; the proviaioa requiring the 
.notice to be given within that time being direclory merely. — /J.358. 

■By §60 of the school act, as amended jby chap. 982, Laivsof 
1849, it is pro nded that "when two. or more districts sbalt b« 
.consolidated, into one, the new district shall succeed to all the rights 
«f property possessed by the districts of which it shall be ooB' 
-jtosed, and when a diitrict is annulled and poi'tions thereof are 
annexed to other distncls, the property of tfte district so annuUsd 
shall be sold by the to wnjsji peri ntem dent of the town in which the 
scboot house is located, at public auction to the highest bidder 
10 



iherefbr, after td leadi fire Hhjt pqblie t)6t{oe by notidei y»ied fa 
three or more poblic places in said town, one of whtdi dhalt be 
widiin the district so annalled, and the proce^ of stich sale slutU 
be first applied so far as requisite^ to the payment df any just debts 
due from the district so annulled, and the residue tliereof shall be 
sppo^ioned among the taxable inhabitants of the district so annulled 
in the ratio of their several assessments upon the last corrected 
assessment roll of the town or towns with which such distridt is 
located." 

Where there are any moneys in the hands of the officers 6f a 
district that is or may be annulled, or Ixdonffing to such district, 
the Town Superintendent of common schools of the town may 
demand, sue for, and recover the same, in their name of office, ana 
is required to apportion the same equitably between the districts 
to which the several portions of such annulled district may have 
been annexed, to be held and enjoyed as district property .^-7(il 
f 62, (Na 74.) 

The former provisions of law, authorizing the sale and appor- 
tionment of distri«t property whenever a new district was fonned 
*irom one or more districts possessed of a school house or other 
property, has been repealed: and no such sale or apportionment 
can take place except m the case of a dissolved district, as. above 
specified* 

formation or (Uteration of Joint DiUricU* 

By § 44, (No. 70> of the school act, ii is provided that « when- 
eirer itmay be necessaiy or convenient to form a cKstrict out of 
two or more aidyoining towns, the Town SuperinteDdents of ectsh 
<A s«ch adjoining towns or the migor pari of them may form, 
regulate and alter such districts.** 

In accordance with the spirit of this provi^n, and t>f the adju- 
dications under it, it is conceived that the assent of the Town Su- 
perintendent, either singly, or if the supervisors or town clerk are 
associated with him, of a majority of the ofitcers of each of the 
towns from which a joint district is partly composed, is essentitd 
to the validity of any order forming or altering such joint district. 
In the formation of joint districts, the Town Superintendents, &c, 
represent their respective towns, and the rights of those whom they 
represent cannot be voted away by officers representing the inhab- 
itants of another town. The principle has been settled by the de- 
cisions of Messrs. Flagg, Dix and Young, Superintendents, 
against the dissenting (Opinion of Mr. Spencer, that the law does 
not authorize the question of the formation or alteration of a joint 
district, to be settled by a joint ballot of the officers representing 
the several towns, frim parts of which it is, or is proposed to be, 
composed. See Com. School Dec, 23, 174. 



The iQommit a single distnct .beco^ios jointy the Action of ^ the 
{m>per officers of ^ die towns of which it is a part is indispeosaUe 
to give validity to anj alteration in its boundaries ; and such alter- 
•fiiun, whether its effect is to change a joint to a single district^ or 
to continue the joint district, can be made only bj the concurrence 
^ tkerepreBentaiives of each of the towns interested. This.coa* 
•stnietioii is in entire , accordance with the whole tenor of the ^q> 

r)ri»tei^«nt-8 decision ; and if it is not clear from the language of 
44 that such is th& true meaning of that section, all doubt on thii 
point will be dispelled by reference to § 46, which provides for tb6 
cane of a refiisa) on (he pi^rt cf the proper officers of one town t« 
act with those of another, for the purpose of altering a joint dia- 
Irioi.*' Per Dix S^p% Gom, School Dec. 174; modi&ed in oonfor- 
waky to the existhig, provisions of law in reference to the proper 
4»ificer8 to form, regulate and alter districts. At pages 248 and 253 
4f the same vohirae, the same principle is again distinctly recog*- 
nized and enforced by the same Superintendent. ^ The consent 
of the trustees of a joint district to an alteration does not author* 
ize the pw^er officers of one town to make it without the concur- 
rence of those of the others of which it may be composed. £ach 
town of which the district is a part, is concerned in its preserva- 
tioa« and itis only with the consent of the oiEcial authority at eacA 
town that it^ boundaries can be enlarged or diminished, excepting 
vth^ ihe proper officers pf one town refuse or neglect to meet thos^ 
of the iDth^ nrheB ihiQir attendance has been required." 

By § 46, fSo. 72) above alluded lo^ k is provided that whetft 
the' Town Superintendent of common schools of aay town shall re-> 
qtdre in writing the attendance of the proper officers of any other 
town or towns, at a j«fhit meeting, for the purpose of altering a 
school district fontfed fi^»m their respective towns, and a migor 
jfMtrt of the officers notified shall refuse or neglect to attend, those 
in attendan<;e may, by a majorky of votes, call a special distrjd 
meeting of such districft, for the purpose of deciding on such pro*- 
posed alteration ; and the decision of such meeting »hall be as vaU 
Id as if ftiade by the proper authority of all the towns interested ; 
bat shall extend no fbrther than to dissolve the district formed from 
such towns. The effect of such a dissolution would be to cause the 
inhabitants and territory of each of the towns from parts of whidt 
tile joint district had been composed, to revert under the separate 
jurisdiction of Uie proper officers of the respective towns, Wh« 
might make such disposition of them as they should deem moot 
expedient and proper. 

Single districts are frequently transformed into joint districts hf 
operation of la^, on the division of towns and counties, or the .al« 
teration of their boundaries. A district intersected by the line of 
divisioi;! between a new town and the town from which it was tar 
ken, becomes a joint district, and is thereafler subject to the prio- 
aiples and provisions of law applicable to joint districts. 



Altbough the j#it action of the reqitisHe legal authority 6f all 
the towns from portions of which a joint distrfct is eofnposed, i| 
necessary to any alteration of sach district, yet where such idtera^ 
'tfon involves the dissohftion of the joint district, the powers of tile 
joint board cease with the order for such dissdution, a*nd the pvop^ 
or 6fBcel^ of each of the towns resume their jurisdiction over tM 
Irihabitants and territory belonging to their town. The eo-oper»- 
•tiont of the other members of the joint board, in «ucb subeef^ent 
proceedings, although unnecessary and irregular, would vyo^ fcdw?- 
ever, it is presumed, vitiate the proceedings. ' ' ^ ! 

' ' In the' formation or alteration of joml dtstiricts, a jcint boai>d 
must in all cases be formed. The ofl^rs* of one town cannot com 
~^r in the proceedings of those of atiother, at a subsequent period 
They have "no power to act, either separately or by proxy. They 
igan neither give their consent beforebaiM to what t^eir odlleagues 
may do, nor can they afterwards in any mode render that valid, 
*wh}ch was before illegal and T&id. - t : 

. . .General Princ^le^ appUcabie to the Formation and Alteration \ 

of Districts* 

The great aim of the officers to whom this duty has been confix 
ided should be to form, «is far as ibay be practicable, 'permanent 
and (efficient districts, cotnpetent both in respect to taxable pr^^er. 
ty and nuniber of children, fo^ sustain good schools for fnwn eieht 
to ten months of each year, and affording all requisite f^ilitre^lbr 
the Tegular aitendaooe of all ih^ clHldren> ^ntit}ed (o particlpa^ in 
the bcnbefits of the school. 

^ Whenever alterations may become iteeessary or expedient, thf 
«tmost care should be take» to.secure, the ^eral co*operatiQn of 
the iahabitanta interestedy and io avoid aU those; souroea <^( contexir 
tionand discord which are so fatal to ihe proQpenty> harfl^opy an4 
cffideh^ of the district. It is bett^ir to. submit to m^nj temporary 
and local inconveniences, than to hazard the disastrous results 
which almost uniformly follow any general dissatisfaction with con- 
templated alterations, even though such alterations may upQu the 
whole be judicious and advantageous. << The good sense of a dist- 
inct may be relied upon, to perceive ultimately its true intejrest, 
and the loss of time in attaining the desired end is unimportant 
when compared with the consequences of defeating the wishes of 
a decided majority," or even of a resectable miyority << of a dis^ 
irict." 

School districts must be composed of contiguous torritory ; and 
k has been decided that when a person is set off from one district 
tOi another, and there are lands between the farm so set off and 
tioe district to which it is annexed, such intermediate territory 
l^sea to the latter. , 

. In his annual report to the , legislature for the year 1843, the 
Superintendent^ .( Col YoujNG, ) observes, *« One of ,the jiaost 
formidable obstacles to" the efficiency of our commoii schools is 



dbtnetB. In those portaons of the state where the .popu^ti^A. .it 

ieattet^d over a large extent of territory, the convenienoe and. aoh 

•^ohodation of the inhahitasits, require the formation of 4istrjict4 

comprising a small amoont of taxable property, appUca^e to th^ 

support of schools and a limited nninber of oUidren^ Ba4 

whire 'an opposite slate of thingr exists, the inteifests of edoea- 

fion will be nkost effeetuallj promoted, by assigning to each district 

the^ gireatest extent of territory compatible with secqring to itlio 

eii^ren the roquiate faeilities for tlieijrre^ulaK attendance ate thti 

aAoqW' , m 

In -a cam coming before him on appeal, in 1835, Gen» DiXt 

obeerves in inference to this aabjeet; ^Almost all the existingt 

ov4Ib bf die common whool system have their origin in. the lifnitedi 

meiui* of the sohoel districts The tendency is to suMivision anA 

to a'eontvaction of their ternt(Hial boundaries. .This 0ansfequeoe% 

muM fallow in- some degiiee from the JboreaM of population i : bn^ 

dte sfbdiiiMon' of school diatricta tends to iMcLv^nce in a iQmtk 

grettterimtioii TbottTeragenamber of children in, oar ^obool dijft} 

tfiels; is abooib Mf^&fB. Mmuihoal ^i^tnct sbomld fmnber.kn ihfm 

fiirtj^ Mldren b$^em^ [faur and twm^rom jfeturf] o/^e,\ Froift 

ibe- observations faohasmikdle, the Superintendent d0eii|sitduA tot 

l!be ^eoedsMfi school, system^ %fai^ no new district shall be (qtvc^ 

witl^ a miich smsillor jmmber, unless pec^iar .ciroiutiataneeft reftdiai 

it proper to mak^ it an ^xo^ion to the.geaieral mle. .: In ieeU^ 

dtstricts^ cheiip instructors, poor and . iU /umlibed acbooMmiso^ 

$M a gea^ral kiignor bf the oauae of education^aros ^hnoet ooftain 

to ho^«n4''-^awt. SUMdDte.2m. . , { 
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II. ' Al»POR*riONMRNT ANli PATil^itt OB' PtTBtip' HJONKY. * 

: By sdbdlvisiona 5, 6 and 7 (^ § 8 of.the Sjohqol act (Nq. j33) k 
ii Blade iAnt doty of the Town Suporin<iendent9 *' To 4ipjpiy for an4 
nomve &o«a this OQiiinty,ireasi}rer, ^,m(Oneyaappgru'on^ iipr th|9 
«te of Oommoli sobooU inih^ir towo» and from tl^e collector of th/s^ 
ittfWBiM moneys r^Mied tbei^ for th^ sfMnei purpose, assppn^ 
l«ch moOeya sh^dl become payable^ or. be collected, and i,o appoiH 
ttfNi th6 school >mioiieys reoei^ed bytt^em, oi^ihe fijrst Tuesday of 
Apni, iaeaehy.^ar,;aDeMog the several school, district, .partSi>j(i( 
HMdQtMf and^ighborboodft ^epori^i^ely .set off, within tbeip tow^, 
m^|n-oportioii ta the number, id ohildnen residing in oacl^, pyer tb^ 
a^e of ibue.andmnd^r that<of twenty-cy^e jeara, as Ae^sameahaU 
Y^tik appeared TrOm^ ike W annual reports of their reapecU^vn 
tteateesb ..Jf they shall have received th^ school moneys of tbei{ 
towli^iand all the reporta fkoxx^ the sevei^ftl sctiool distriot^ M^^roiq^ 
before Ihe first ITueadHy i« April, they shall apportion such mofjeyft 
aai iilboire ditected^ within ten day^ after receiving nil of the.said 
reports and th^ said moneys." The practice jof inakiff g,^ dm^wi^ 
af^UiepoUioJuonsyaQi^ng the; districts in the cours^of the year, 
iioq^tmi|r..Ao tbe^ ie«pr9M^pt»?i^ioa :0( the si#ute» .7^.fixt)| 



Superintendent to apportion tbe school moneys recelted by hm 00 
the firU Tuesday of April in each year ; and bj tbe 7th subdivisioB 
#f th^ same section, if he have reoeWed reports from all tke districts 
lefbf9 that daj, he is to*>idtg|de the money within ten dayd afiec 
teeeiving all the reports and the mofeej. 

Tbe annual reports of tbe trustees of t^ seyeral districts are» 
as will be seen hereafter under the appropriate head reqmred to 
be) made and transmitted to tbe Town Superintendeatt between 
tfi^ first and fifteenth <^ January in each yew ; and the piublte 
money from all sources is payable immediately after its receipt by 
ti^e county treasurer on the first of February. If, therefore, the 
reports of the respective trustees are made within the time pi^* 
bribed by law, ample opportonity will be t^orded to tbe Toiim 
Superintendent to point oat all errors and dedeieooiea in lbem» 
$»k to enable 1^ trustees either to make the necessary oorrectbna 
•r apply to the department for reMef, before the apportionment^ isr 
l^aAy made. In msdiin^ the apportibnm^t, the Town Saperior 
Mndent is first to assign to each district, fttnn wlnth theneeewaiy 
^epc^ had beeto received, or which is entitled to share in the ippo^ 
iioiinient) ite proportion of the public lUopey re€«ivedi fi^m att 
sources, luseording to the number of diildren between tlie-ages of 
ttfot and tv^enly-one, dengnaiing the retpeetivt proportions qf 
t$doket8* tmdUh^ainf tnow^ belonging to each distriet. The pro* 
portion oT library money to be apportioned to each district, may be 
ascertained by setting apart ire dollars out of each hundred of 
Jii00 jpw teni ^ftk» t^hoh amount apportioned to each disiriok Tht 
teachers' money is to be paid over *^on t|ie written ordet^of a m^iort^ 
iy of the trusti^es of ea^*^ district, to the teachers entitled to receive 
^e same/' It will therefore be incumbent on the Town Super- 
intendent to satisfy himself, both o( th^ genuineness of tbe oMer 
and fh)eit tb6 person presenting it has the Certificate of the trustees 
Ihat h^ is or was a teacher of the district, and duly ^alified ae>t 
Wording t6 lair. In order to entitle a district to its share of teackf 
<^' money, it must appeal* froM its annual report, ** that a scAiool 
bad been kept therein for at least si^ n^ionths during tbe year; 
ending At the date of ^u^ report, by a qualified teadier,^ aj^ 
obtaining a certijlcate of Competency IWnn the proper aotho^y'; 
that ^all the teachers' money recurved during the year hasbecoft 
upended in the {myinent of suck teacher; ^*tkdt noothn^ tfym 
M dxd^ quaUfied tea^mer had at any time during the year fat mam 
0tan bne month been employed to teach the tchool in 9aid di^irvet^'f 
and sudi report must, in all bther respect^, be in accordance with 
iMw, i^d the requisitions and instructions of the Su^>erintendent^ 
iiade 11^ pursuance of law. In other words, it mu jt be in dhe form 
^r^rn)e^ by the Superintendent, and must contain alt the inlbrou 
AtiOii required by faw atid by the departttient-to begiveh. 

TheHbrdry money is to be paid over to, or. on the^ovder of, 9 
ii^dntybf tbe trustees, on its appeftrlng^'fkimrtbettfinqttl^'MfMfi 
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tiy^ ^ ihe ISkm^ jwmsy niQwei 9^ ibel^pnce^ing fpport|OQr 
meiit was dofy expended according to law, (in the {wrchaae o^ 
hooks suitable for a district library, or in the parcha^ ,,of in^p% 
globes^ black-^K)ftr4s» or other scientific appjs^ktus for the us^ of 
•chooh* in the cases and in the mode ^prescribed by law^ or foe 
leincHers' wagesi with the assent of the state superintendent, on or 
irfor^ ih^firti da^ of October eulmequ^ to such a^sg^ortionmentJ'. 
Tbfi report must nmformly be accompanied wiiji a catalogue oi 
the boo^sor apparatus purchased since the last preceding catalpguei 
and imst state accnratelj the nnipaber of volumes and ^eir ppiw 
ditio# ; aod when the mpnej has been expended in the piirchs^^ 
of appaffitui, &c.| or for teachers' wages, the aijithqrify undea: wbii^ 
•i)oh ej^ip^pditiure baa V>^eii made, i^nd a full and particular inveoh 
tory of the articles purchased* must be specifically reported. 

By i^bapt^r 257 qCthe Law3 of 1829, i^ thc^ counties whe^ 
ibe distinction between town and county poor ib abplisbe^y the ii^% 
}Hri#^« of towns haying any funds in the hands of their ovfiii^ 
aeers of the yoor^ may afiproprii^ all or any part of such funds tq 
ench purposes as shall be determined at an annual or spcfcial towii 
fseeti^g. Jf appropriated for the benefit of eof^mon schools, 3t it 
nade Sk iMPdJfpr that purpose, and is plac^ P?i4er the cl^^^ of 
the TowQ S^pmntendept of copnmoa Sschools pf the tpprn. Thfi 
inUr^ is to be applied ^ ^ t^ support of con^mon schcK^s,'* B^t 
il^e.tp97|i may9 fit an iMinual meeting, diroct the whole pno^t^pal, ^ 
well lis the ioiteresti \o be applied for the benefit of commoi^ ^o<d^ 
{^Sef vol 1» i4 ^ Rw. St9Mes^pag^ i^^ and Com. Schii^IkCft 

The Towii Sup^intendent will, tf^erefore, bfe bound tq di9tx>bu^ 
4)m3 int^mst, and. the principal when directed by the town^ ^u^f 
^opg. t^ d|^trict^ He eannot a^opt a more Just or copi^jea( 
r^tio iimt^ Ihat .eftablished by the existing law in relation Itjq th# 
public n><HAey^rH4^ nuij^bor of children aboy^ four and under tw^^t 
<one years of age. t 

The pviictia^of.diirtriftUbmnesiRr^uldj^t b^an app^ci^ioA 
** to. the support of common s^ools^" They are not intend^ Iqp 
the, schools exebisiveliyy or pitntipufa^rlj, \^m for the bepe|i( of i^l tJ^ 
Inhabitants, and.e^onot be said to fprm any part of '' the cm^xM 
^hooW N.a pa^ of th^ interest or. principal of this tov^^, fun4 
4ier^Be,.ean be di^bt^ted |is ^ libr^ly^nQne7 T the who^ lyunf 
iie appoffUfiQed a^id ptid over a9 9c)^ pooney* 

^ The^ gre U^sj^ tk simtlar character respecting the gospel ai^ 
fK^p<H lots, which are so local and peculiar as p»t to justiify ^nftg 
paiPtkijdar pbseryations eoncevning t^Moi in t^is oonnectiop, e^;p^ 
that.noae of thes^ fy^ ^^ properly be applied to i;he pi^n^hasf 
«ftKWbu^ ; 

l3h apportiompg and Wfm the mm^ y^ ^ek bf^nds to ^usteM 
#f school 4i9triQtf». (be Towa Superintendents should bear in minj} 
a^ the '< teM>^' ffHmOF" w^ *• f libwy wan^iy" are ^t\reif 
independent of each otl\|ip, , Xb^.i^epof^. oi,.^^ 4rii(rt(^.of 9C^M)j 
jL.*^^- may entkle thevi to their ^ teadiers' moaej^ and jet they 
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pOLt hot Sav* complied witti the- (Tondftiiohs upon * wifch they nw? 
intnorlzetl to teceive the •^library mon6y.'' For instance, they 
Ittuy* not have expended the latter in the pnrchase of book* ; and! 
j^et they may hare TuHy complied with the law in regard to their 
schodgr. So they may be entitled to *» Hbrary mottey* and yet not 
Bave had a school kept six months- by a qua ified teacher. In aU 
fuch cases the money appropriated to the different objects, teachers 
•r library, is to be distributed upon the reports relating to those ob- 
jects only, ^ ' 

- By § 15 of the act of 1841, (No. 147,) Toivn Superintend^ttf 
Irre required to apportion and pay to the trustees of colored^diools 
^tablished in their town, acc«>rcling to the provisions of that see- 
tfon, a portion of the public money, according to the number of 
•olored children between the ages of four and twiwity-one years, 
Appearing by the reports of the trustees to have bc^ Instructed in 
•nch schools for at leiwt four tfjonths during the preceding year by 
a Hcensed teacher, and to deduct the amount 'so apportioned from 
the -shares of the districts from which such chrldren have respects 
irely attended. 

" Ih all cases where the^ annual report of the frustees of a ^tetriCJI 
IhaU not be ibund irt substantiar accordahee' #ith the law, or t^ 
Ibrms or mstructiohs prescribed by the Snperintendent, it is the 
Atity of the Town Superintendent to withhold from sueh district 
tte share of teachers^ or libfery money to which it wotlld olher- 
#186 have been entitled ; to direct the defaulting trusts* to make 
immediate application to the department, setting foi*th Under oath 
any excuse they may have for omitting to comply with the' remii^ 
iiitions of law; and to retain the amount iifiportiDned to such dis- 
trict and so withheld, to await the direotioris of the depttrtment in 
i^fbrence to its disposition. In case no directions are reOeived^ 

Jriortothenext sncceedHng a^poi^iionment, the Town iSuperinten* 
ent is to add the amount so retained to the fund for distributioa 
the ensuing year. 

*' Bpr the second seetkm "ot the aet of 1841, (No. 99,) H is prbvi- 
l^d that "whenever an apportionment Of the pubKe money shall 
Hot be made t6 ai^ school dislnct, in consequence of any accident* 
il omtssion to make any report required by law, er to comply with 
any other provision of lay, or any regulation, thJe Superintendent 
#f Common Schools may direct an' apportionment to be mad^ to 

Cch district, according to the equitable circumstances of the eisise, 
be paid out df the public nrioney on hand; or if the flame stall 
laVe been diistributed, but of the public money te be Heaved inu 
ittcceedihg year." And by thte sixth section of <ibap. 177, Lawfc 
Wf 1889i (No. 161,) whenever any. library money shall fje with*, 
held from any school district, the same may be distributed tfmong 
j^her districts complying with such oon*i£tion8, oir may be tetalhed 
and paid subsequently to th^ district from whkh the same was with 
^eld, as shall be directed bjr ih^Superintiendeiit of ebnmoh sehobt^^ 
iwcording to the circumntancet of thecal. - ' ' '*• 
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V BTifg 17 alii la <N4^'# 42 wd'^) of tlie school a^t, " AU mon- 
ey* f^pportatoed by the Town Superintendent to the trustees of » 
flislirict, pari of a district or separate neighborhood, i\'hich sh^ 
Ymve remained in the hands of sach Superintendent for pne year 
after fiach i^portionment, :by reason of the trustees n^lectiug or 
refusiiig t^ i^ceive the same^ shall be added to the moneys next 
tboreafler to be apporCi<»ed, and shall be apppitioned and paid 
therewith ia ihe same manner ; aud in case any school moneys re-^ 
oelred by the Town Superintepdent canrjot be apportioned by him 
for the term of twb years aftor the same are received, by reason o^ 
t&a noki^oomplknce of all the school districts in the town with tha 
provisions of this title, ^ such moneys shaH be returned by him to 
til&a eoonty trdaaurer, to be by him apportioned and distributed^ to- 
gether and in the sama mamper with the moaeys next thereafter t^r 
be recbived by »bim lor the usei of c^mon schools." 

If the Town Superintendent knows, or has good reason to be-» 
liei^^toy dbltrkt report to be ermneous or false, he may withhold 
^t public vamttj firom the dist]4cl;^ aad subi^it the facts to thie Su- 
pdrit^endoRl. 

«' If» 4iAeir;the tiobe when thcramiual rqiorts are required to be da* 
ted, and before the apportionment of the school. moneys shall have 
baen maiie' by :the Town jSapedntendent^ a district shall be duly 
altered, or a new district be formed in the town, so as to render aa 
apportionmeiit founded solely on the wmual reports unjust, as be- 
tween ibw&or more dtstri^ of the town, the Town Superiatendeni^ 
is reqiiked by § 1& (No« 4^) of the school act, to mak^ an apport 
tionm^fe^lMaQfig suoh ^stricts, according; to the number of ichildren 
iB.elMt^ ov«r the ^es^ four ^md under twentyH>ne ye^rs^ ascer- 
taining that number hj the beat evidence in his pow^r ; aod hj 
tfce^firal^bctaeto of otap. 206 k^ the Laws of 1^31, § 16 (No. ^l) 
Ibe aame forovlsioa il eaUended to all eases where a school district 
diatt ha¥e;S»eeDforBied i^t su^h time.p^yious to the first day qf 
Jaanary, m'wat to* have allowed a reasonable time to have kept a 
IKfaeol tbefieinforxthetertt) of six months, su^i district having beefi 
ibinted otA of ^district or ^ystricts in which a school shall havj^ 
been kepi for ra miiKilhs, by a teacher duly qualified, during the 
jmuiprededUpgitbe^ first diiy. of January. 

The apportionment of public money by the Town Superintend* 
ent can in no case be made prior to the first Tuesday in ApriU 
i]f<$ept^Whdre report^ fkfm all the districts and' parts of districtsin 
the town, and all the f uhlie moneys^ haviP hoen received before 
that time ; but under certain circumstances il may be made subse- 

StientSy.' The speeifieatif^ of time in 4Ue statute is not intended 
¥ Hm4t Iheex'erdse of the utithority of the Towh Sbperintendent 
ki thld'resp^t^ but ihay be i^garded as directory merely ; and H 
liieaeeordingly been held Ibat W for any ^ justifiable cause. the ap« 
j^rtlenment is not ^ade or completed on the day speoified, it may 
km tnade at a sabsequ^ii period* 
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In aU cases where school distrtels hwm oon^iiid subsUioiuQty 
with the law, the trustees may be allowed to cowed their Toports^ 
as to mere matter of form, at any time before the money is acta** 
ally apportioned and paid. A district ought nol to lose its moeey 
in consequence of a misconception of the law^ or a mere clerical 
error on the part of some of its officers. The Town Superiatend* 
ent should consider himself the guardian of ik» equitable rights «l 
tJie districts, and when he discovers an error as to^bnii, wfaoeh, if 
hot corrected, would depriTC a district of its just share ef publie 
money, he should point it out to the trustees, tp the end that %mmf 
be corrected, and the fair riglits of the disimot sectved — P^ Flabq 
emd Dix, Sup*t8. Cbm, School Dtc. 86, 181- 

By a regulation of the Superintendent of Gobmiiob Sehoob madff 
in pursuance of law, Town Snperiatendeats are prohibited fvom 
paying over the share of library money apportioned to any dtstrtet 
in the fbllowmg cases : 

1st. Where a catalogue <A the title Of tXL the booki in the di»* 
trict library, purchased or obtained stnee the last prMeding eat** 
logue, with the number of volumes of each set or series, and th^ 
condition of such books, signed by the trustees tHwd HbnuriaB, has 
not been delivered. 

2d. Where the number of boc^cs belonging to the library is set 
stated in the annual report of the trustees. 

Sd. Where it does not clearly appear from such report that the 
whole of the library money paid to such d^riet the preeediag year 
has been expended within the time and In the mode prebeiibed l^ 
law ; and if for the purchase of maps, globee 4^ other scheolappa^ 
ratus, or for teachers' wages, for wiiaA partiealar articles, an4 un* 
der what authority or resolution of the district ' "^ 

4th: Whenever it^appews that any porlioh* of Uie library mo^ 
ney of the preceding year has been expended in the pan^ase of 
any text book or any book : ckariy improper to be admitted into a 
Aistrict library. In cases where there may te room lor an honest 
AiiFerence of opinion as to the admissibiitty' of any book -or books^ 
purchased by the trustees, the Tewa Saperinteadeiit' tthoold in^ 
dtrde the district hi the apportionment of libnivy money, ^md 
refer the inhabitants aggrieved by sueh selection to t&eir remedy 
liyappeaL 

TISltATION AMD SUPSBTItlOK OF SOtlOOUa* 

. The Town 8uperintendeDt is, by virtue of hiaoffiof, ipsp^ctor 
e^bommoa sohools of liis: town ; aad it te hid duty *' U^e^mja^ ^ 
pevums ofimag tbenselves as candidates for teaching jcomp^^ 
eoiK>oU in such towA.^' In aiaking mnh examinaiioq il'.Ys.bis doi^y 
^ascertain the qa^lificaliona o^ the eandidat^' in respfset U^ i^n^ 
character, learning and ability." If be t^^sMl be satfe$ie4 in reflpc^^ 
to the qualifications of the candidate, he shall deliver to the per- 
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soir t» esammd a eertiieate ngned bj bim, in soeh^ form «i dMB 
be presoribed by tii» Superiat^dent Of CcHnmon ^Sebook." 
. He may aamk any siMb certifieaie given by bim or bis prede* 
eessor ki. office, wben be sball tbink proper, giving at feast tea 
days' preTiomi potiee in writing to tbe teacber bo^ng it, and to 
the troBtees of tbe districis in wbicb be may be employed, of bis 
inten^Mt to annul t^ same* 

Wbenever be sball deem it neeessary, be may require a re^ei^ 
aninatidn of aU or any of tbe teacbers in bis town, (not b(^iDft 
Slate or eounty eortificatea or tbe diplomas of tbe State Norm^ 
Scbool^) for tbe purpose of ascertaining tbeir qualifieations to ooih 
Ihkoe as socb ieadier&' Tbe annuUing of a certificiKte does ih^ 
bowever, oKsqualify ^e teacber to wbom iit was given, until a note 
in writings tiiereo^ centasning ti>e name of tbe teacber, and ihm 
time wbeh bis certifieate was annulled, sbaH be made by tbe Town 
Superintendent and filed in tbe office ei tbe elenk of tbe town. 

W^ere iray scbool ^slriet is composed of a part ei tm& or mere 
tfims, or any sdu>ql-boose sbaU stand on tbe division fine of any 
tipo towns, tbe Tawn Supeiintendent of ekber town may eitamizM 
Into and certify', tbe qualifications of any teacber olbring to iSeaofa 
ii such distrkst, and may also in tbe same manner annul tb^ cerd** 
fteate of sucb tieacber.~§ 38 — 40, (Nos. 5^-^66) scbool act 

Tbe duties and powem tbus conided to tbe Town Soperintendent 
are most importaaift and involve great responsibility; and upon 
ikmr proper &lfilment, depends in a very essentifd degree, tbe 
Mevaition and improvemeiit of tbe district spools. If oonetal 
peoperly qopiliied iteaobers are permitted to And tbeir way to eot 
s^ioois; if tbe oertilieaie ei tbe examining officer, and tbe sane^ 
tion of bis autbority, are given only to tbose wbo are inteBeotaall^E 
and nooi^y £tM/ed adeqnaftefy to diselmrge tbe duties of instmctnrs 
of youtb) ^^'ap4 to teacb'^ coaapet^t to eommunicfite inst^netioit 
in tbe iiH>de best adapl<^ to develop tbe various faculties of tbe 
expaadiBg niind, |>altenis aMke ^^ moral *andsdeial exoeHenoe} 
tlftese elementary institotioofs wiU speedily become tbe fitting temi* 
pies of 8eicaqee,:tbe nurseries 6i -rirtue and liie pride and boast of Uie 
ataite< Mkbertb ibis duty bab been deplorabfy nef^eded ; and tbe 4ah 
aatrotts con^eqenees'are every wbere visible id tbcf degradation of 
fiiO' > district s^beol^' tbe osubstitutfe^of private and select scboolsof 
•very > grade, tbe* low estimation in wbicb ihb {Profession of tbe 
teacfi^ is beid, and the imiseraUe pittanoe-^too often nrast costly 
bx its upmost secBlmePa-^wbich is reluctantly ddedoulto tba 
needy and desti We adventurer. A tboron^ reform in tbis respeoi 
is imperatively demanded as well by puUtc sentiment, as : by m 
jtttt' regard to tb^ paramount interests <^ edncation ; and no cQn4> 
Mitratioa of : ttaipdmiy qoiiTettieace to • partieukir' dirtrict, eif 
£[ivor ie iodiVidni«l% or ii regani to tiba pnjudiees or prefeitencea 
ef iinb^bitants loritrbsteea, wiU, it is bopei b^rea^r be t>ennitted 
In any case to sway 4be <aetioii. of tbe/eeiMfjing officer, ' ori ineimli 
biro, eitber to tbe rigbt or tbe left, from tbe plain patb of duty and 
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Wl9atto& A'eertificate shoiild in bo eadt^ mad ihider mi cireirai* 
stances, 'he gnrnted, unless the candidate is found upon a careful 
escamination, weU qtuUified "instruct in all tbe ordinary branchei 
msuallj teught in common scbools-^thoroughlj versed. In the|pr»i»- 
iipltB of elementary science — capable of readilj appljing them to 
any given eaae, and able to communicate with facility^ the results 
of his knowledge ; and unless in addition to this, his character and 
demeanor are irreproachable, his habits exemplary, and hia moral 
principles undoubted. In order as well to be assured that Iba 
impressions resulting from the examination were well founded, aa 
to make hiinself acquainted with the conditioii jm^ prospects of 
the sdiools, the Town SupertntendenI should, once at least during 
each term, visit andimpect the schools ;. and whenever practicablei 
•hbuld he aeoranpanied by the trustees of the districts and such oi 
the inhabitants as may be prevaSed upon to. attend. To af{ord 
every reasonable accommodation to those teasers desiring ; to 
oflfer themselves as canifidateg for -exaininatioD, Town -Superin- 
ieodents siould appoiat a particular day and place in the .tow% 
and when the town is very latere, in differeist jectlonB of it^ whes 
they will be in readiness to examine teachers. Public; notice el 
sik^ appooitment should be given. . It is probable ^ai this will 
bring together several applicants, and thiis diminish the lahon-of 
the sttpieriptendent, particularly as this course wiU obviate 
tiie necessity of special examinations, as wiBli aa present the necesn 
«ly of j^ re-e^iamination during, the year. In making such exh 
ancunations, they should confine themselves tothesu'bjcnte speeilied 
in' the statute §* S5i, (No. 61,) and should aabertain thequalifloatjosf 
of the candidates in respect, Ist, to moml character ; Sd, leacbingi 
ipid third, ability. 

• vFiBBT,-*^They should require teatimomdaof moral chanacter^ 
fromthMe acquainted with the applicant,' which is to be eitfaei^ 
verbal or written, and the latter is to be pr^erred. This is not a 
matter to be iieglecied or idighted. Those to whqm the tratblttg loi 
eur youth is to be comtnitt^ should possess' such a. character ali 
will inspire confidence In the rectitude of their ^neifdea and th^ 
]mpriety ^ therr conduct ; and it is to be underwood as' a positnni 
regulation of this department, that no. .license is to be granted* 
^thout entire satisfaction on tliia point. This muet'he nndetfstooA 
to relate id moral character-^to ^e reputotioa of the *af^ll^aiita 
KS good -eitizens, free from the reproach of crime or immoral coim 
do^t.^ It doe^ not lextend to 4heilr belief, reKfpKKis -or politieal'i 
but > it niay ftp^ to their ma^er of. expressing suiih iieli<^ ob 
ma^atainiiig kii If that manner Js, in itsdfy boi8leit>uA and disordeF* 
ly^tintempeaate and oSenmve, it .may wall be supposed ito^mdicati^ 
Migovemed passions^ or want of souad priac^lea jof jcdnduet, whkh 
mmM render its possessor ol^oxiikis to the inhaliitiHltts.of ihe diat 
trict,' and unfit for the saci^ duiiesiof a teacher^. yonth, .wli» 
should inetruetas well by example asby.prbcefit/" 
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Ba«fH(D,»-.-As b> A« leuniog of tbe i^ifilicftnta. It sboald ap- 
tMar Iron thsir cxBDUDMion that they are goed Hp6ller», distioflt 
■U)d-«ceitrate renders, write good and plaio haods, can make peiu 
knd are well versed, ^ 

Int. In tfae definition of words : 

id- In aritbmetic, menta and written : 

3d. Id geograpbj, as for as contained in any of the worka is 
ordinary use. 

4th. In the history of the United SCalee, of England, and of £u- 
.Tope generally : 

5th. In the prinaples of English grapimar : and, / 

6th. In the use of globea. 

ith the other branches, a 
heads, as above enamer- 

to (each. Mere learning 
e of no use. The sopei*- 
weral inquiries, and par- 
e applicants respectively, 
their tai^t in dealing with 
I the un weaned patience 
to constitnte UMfut teach- 
Vn of youth. 

' Havibg saliBfied theminlves on these several points, tbe towk 
MpeHniendente Will grant eerli&eales m tbe usual forai^ 

The cerdfieates of qna4iftc«tion a^ranted by Town Si^pennlendi- 
ents Are to be -In the form preseribed by tbe Sta(« Superintmdentt 
ti> remain id fifroefer «ne Jear only ; are available only within the 
town for which they were granted, and may be annulled at any 
time by the otBeer granting them, or bb sacceseor, giving ten dayV 
W>tice In writing of intention to annal fbs DOme, to the teaoheraRd 
thistees. 

- By § 4t and§42or^eMihoolact, (Nos. 67, 68,) it w made thft 
duty of the Town Superintendent to visit all such common schoolc, 
within bis town, as sbal) be organized according to law, at least 
twice a year, and oflener if he shall deem it necessary. At such 
fiaitA^MMfheis required to examine inwi the atate and condiljtat of 
■uch schools, both as respecta the progress of the seholara in lean^ 
iug, and tbe good order qP the achoola, and may give his ad rice 
and direption u> tbe trustees and teachers of such schools, as to 
tite government thereof, and the <'ourse of studies to be pursi^sd 
fh«rain. , i . i 

,' "If the opinions of the best and most experienced writers oa 
primary education are not entirely fallacious, and if all th^ reeultf 
of esperieoce hitherto are not deceptive, tbe consequences of suub 
• vigorous eyslem of inspection will be most happy. The teachent 
and pupils will feel, that they a^e not abandoned to n^lect; tb^ 
Rpprehension of discredit will stimulate them to tbe greatest eflbrt ; 
while the suggestions of the visitors will tend constantly to tbe int. 
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provetnetit 6f the sdhoob, and tbej will dieimli^ be WM<e &nd 
more enabled to recommend proper meararet, firom iimt betltf 
acquakitanoe with the sabject/' — Jrutruetiam &/ Sp^new, iSiip% 
1841. 

A certificate cannot be annulled by the Town Sopcrintendent 
until ten days* previous notice in writing has been given to' the 
teacher and to the trustees of the district in which he has been em- 
ployed, of the intention to annul the same. As the complaint must 
necessarily be stated, and its truth investigated, before any deci- 
sion, it would be more convenient to the Tpwn Superintendent, 
and more fair and just to the teacher, to apprise him of its nature 
in the notice of intention to annul. 

Certificates ot qualification granted by Town Superintendents to 
teachers must, in all cases, be in conformity to the lorm prescribed 
by the Superintendent of Common Schools. They cannot be 
granted upon the ground of ability to teach a particular school, for 
a particular term, or in a particular district. When granted in 
the form prescribed by the Superintendent, they authorize the hold- 
er to teach any school in the town for which thev were granted, 
during any part of the year commencing at their date* 

The examination of candidates for teachers. should in all c$»e$ 
be thorough and strict, and no certificate should be granted unless 
the examining officer is satisfied as to all the qoaiifloaticms required 
by law. *' A certificate of qualification in any other form than thai 
prescribed by the Superintendent is not i^ oomDliance with the stat- 
ute ; as for instance, that A. B. gave the examiiung ofiHoer good 
satisfiu^tion in certain enumerated branches, and that his moral 
character is good. The law authorizes him to give a certificate ia 
a certain event, and then it must be in the form speoified. If be is 
satisfied as to the qualifications of the teacher in respe^ to moral 
character, learning and ability, he is bound to give him such a ceiv 
t^cate as the Superintendent shall have prescribed* If h^ is not 
satisfied he should give him no certificate all. He is wholly unao- 
thorized to take a middle course by giving a qwdiJUd certi^cUe" 
-^Per Dix, Swp't. Com, School Dec. 236. 

The certificate must also bear date on the day of ^xamnuttkm? 
and cannot be ante-da^ed. 

In cases where a school district is coiiiposed of parts of two 
or more towns, the Town Superintendent of the town in whi<^ 
the school house is situated^ is exclusively authorized by Sec. 40, 
(No. 66,) to examine into and certify the qualifications of any 
teacher ofiering to teach in such joint district, and for stifilcien t 
causes to annul the certificate of such teacher. His jiirisdictidn 
in this respect cannot in any manner, or under any pretence, be 
interfered with by the superintendents of either of the other 
towns froiri which such joint district is partly composed. 



The ^wdtfaatioQft of^teacbers are kA to the discHzoiiuUion and 
jttdgmQnt of the legi^ examiners. They must determine the de- 
gree of learning and abiUtj necessary for a teadier. They ought 
to be aatlsfied that a certificate is given to those only whose learn- 
ing and ability fit thedi in all respects to instruct common schools. 
In nei44ing the school law, tha revisers inserted a provision that 
no candidc^ for teaching should be deemed qualified, unless upon 
examiMMion he should appear to be well instructed in reading, 
orthograiphy, penmanship, English grammer, geogi*aphy and 
•dth^ettc, . including vulgar and decimal fractions.'' This |»x>- 
^tion, however^ was sirickea out by the legislature, and the whole 
matter is leflt discreUonary^'-^CSom. School Dec, 42. 

In judging of the moral character of a candidate for teacher, if 
the examining officer knows of any serious imputation or defect of 
principle, it is his duty to refuse to certify. A certificate may be 
annuUed for immoral habits generally, notwithstanding the ieach^ 
tfi may perform all his duties during school hours. — M* 46. 

In relaikioti to the moral character of the teacher, much is left 
lo the discretion of the examining officer. He must be satisfied 
that it is good; because he has to certify to its correctness. On 
Ibis po^ what would be satisfactory to one man might be unsatis- 
fiiofory to another. £very person has a right to the enjoyment of 
bis own religious Mief without molestation : and the examining 
officer should content himself with inquiries as to the moral charac- 
Ut of the teacher, leaving him to the same liberal enjoyment of his 
teligious belief that he asks for himself. If, however, a person 
•peoly. derides all religion, he ought not to be a teacher of yoiHh. 
The employment of such a person would be considered a grievance 
by a great portion of the inhabitants of all the districts. — Per 
F^Aoe, Sf$p't. Id. 60. 

Neither the tru&tees nor the inhabitants of school districts ane 
the judges of the qualifications of teachers. The law has con- 
fided the power of examining teachers to the officers expressly 
designated for that purpose ; and its object was to secure the en>- 
ployment of competent persons. If the trustees or inhabitants are 
to determine what their district require, and the certifying officers 
are to be governed by their opinions and wishes, the officers them- 
selves might as well be dispensed with. In his annual report to 
the legislature for the year 1835, the Superintendent of Common 
iScbools (Gren. Dix) observes : " One of the most responsible and 
delicate trusts to be executed under the common school system is 
that of inspecting teachers and pronouncing upon their qualifica 
lions. If this is negligently conducted or with a willingness to 
overlook deficiencies, instead of insisting rigidly upon the require- 
ments of the law, it is manifest that men without the necessary 
moral character, leatnipg or ability, will gain a fi>othold in the 
common sdiools, and present a serious obstacle to the improve 
Bsents of which ibey are susceptible. This would be an evil of 
the greatest magritttdey and there ii no remedy for it bpt a strict 



InspBetbn of the candidates. It Mas been the pfftotke in tome 
instances for the inspectors to have a reference to the partieuktr 
eircitmstances of the cases in giving a certificate. Thus they have 
-sometimes given an individual a certificate witk a vi^w to a 
-twHmer school ^ in which the children taught are usually smaHer 
•nd require less of the teacher, when the certificate would hav^ 
been withheld, if it was asked with a view to qualii^ the teacher 
for a winter school. But it is obvious that such a di^inetioa is 
wholly inadmissible. A certificate must be unconditional, by the 
terms of the law. The inspectors must be satisfied with th« 
qualifications of the teacher ** in respect to moral character, learns 
ing and ability ;" and the certificate when once given is an abeo^- 
hite warrant for the individual to teach for a year, and to receive 
the public money, unless revoked before the expiration of the year, 
in which case it ceases to be operative from the date of its revo*- 
^ataon. The standard of qualification for teachers, so far as granl- 
ing certificates is concerned, is of necessity, arbitrary; The law 
does not prescribe the degree of learning or ability which a teach- 
er shall possess, but virtually refers the dedsion c^this important 
vnatter to the inspectors, who have not, neither should they possesi 
-the power of relaxing the general rule with reference t<> tie ciK 
cumstances of any particular case, by departing from the standard 
of qualification which they assume as their guide in others."— i- 
Id. 326. 

1 . The act does not require the superintendents to ndtifjf tb^ 
trustees of their visits and invite their attendance. The superin- 
tendents should, however, give notice to the trustees of the dicifict*, 
of the time when their schools will be visited. To enable them to 
t»inply with these provisions, they should make a previous ar- 
rangement of their visits, in reference to the means of travMing, sto 
as to reach as many districts as possible in the shortest time. Hav- 
ing fixed the time for visiting the schools, they should at oiwje give 
ample notice, by transmitting a copy of their arrangement to the 
trustees of the districts embraced within it, and request them to at*- 
tend. 

The inhabitants of the district, and particularly parents who 
have children attending the school, shonld be invited to be present 
at the inspection by the superintendent ; and trusted^ of distrioOs 
are hereby required, whenever they receive information of an in- 
tended jnsit, to communicate it as generally as possible to the in- 
habitants. Their attendance will afibrd an opportunity for the 
public addresses of the superintendents, herein suggested. < ' * 

2. Examination of the ScJtooL — Preparatory to this, the sup^i<- 
intendent should ascertain from the teacher the number of classes ; 
the studies pursued by each ; the routine of the school ; the 8u€v 
-oessive exercises of each class durjng each hour of the (ferjr ; the 
f>lay spells allowed, &c., and thus obtain a general knowledge of 
the 8ch(k)l, which will be found greatly to ^cfHtaite'hie «ubse^«ieiA 
«liid«s/ y^ery superint^n^nt is i^njoined to dull feflP' ahd'exaonn^ 
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Urn Ivt. «r B^lvs it' the bckok whicb ib^ StV*^ mc^^reB 4he 
|«tLcher to keep,' in order that ho maj see wlwther tlie njunesami ' 
correctly and neatly entered. He will also examine tlia.,t^>wS 
and tbe joeeklyroU, which b^ the the succeding regulatioDs, teacb- 
«Ts are dit^eted to preserve, and will ascartain by the proper ertfc 
qairies, whether they are exact in entering all who are present. 

- HiQ enpeiintendent will ib^i hear eadt class r«ctte the ordinarj 
iMfSQ «f the day. It will then be exammed on the «Blgeetw of 
Study. Gtenerally it will b« better t» sjlow tho teicher to ocmtya 
dw e&e*dswand ezaminacions, as the pupils wiU b« lew likely t* 
be iBtiBudatad, and aa opforUxvatj will be given of judgini* «f itae 
qtMdttcatJooB of ^>e ingtrttetorB. 

' To enable hiip toicompare the school with itself at another droe, 
and with other schools, and to comply with the rtgulatioDs hene- 
{naflei* contaibed, respecting the annual reports, the superintendent 
should keSf) notes of his obaervationa, and of the information he ob- 
taiua on afl the subjects oft whidi he is reqnired to report ; and hie 
•hould pariicolarly note an^ peculiarities which seem to require 
notice, in the mi>di! of instruction, in the govcrmneBt and discipline 
of the school, and the appearance of the pupils, in respect to their 
<^eMiIine8Sof person and neatnetis of apparel. 

S. The superintendent will i 
ichool house and ita appurtenati 
ilieana of ventilBtioUj by lowerl 
whether it is sufficiently tight to 
of air, and to keep them warm ir 
ply ol* good water ; the condition 
are provided for both sexes ; ant 
exercise'. Their aliention will 
the school room; whether the 
OOQTeniently for the pupils and I 
backa are provided for the seats, 

the comfort and health of the children. They should also inquire 
whether blackboards and alphabetical cards, 9c any apparatus to 
assist learners are furnished. 

The preoediag topics of inquiry are suggested, rather as hinia sf 
the most impoftant, than intended to embrace the whole field. The 
judgment and observatioa of the superintendents will diaeorw 
many othei subjects deserving their attention. 

4. Tbe euperinteudeiitB will also inquire into the conditioa.of 
the dtotrict^ in lelation to its ability to maintain a school ; whatber 
Ns "uitereH find the oonvenimoe of its inbabitanis caa be promoted 
4>y any alterations, without iujnry to others ; and they will si^gest 
whatever occurs to them, to the traetees. 

In ease of any gross deficiency or inconvenience, which the pro- 
per officers rsfiue or decline to remedy, th« superintendents WtR 
note it in tbeir annniU reports to the county clerks. 

II 



5. Thej win ii\90 exionifie the district library, and dbtaiii t^e 
ibformation respecting it, hereinafter required to be stated in 
their reports. 

Advising and consulting with the trustees and oiher^^fficers of school 

districts. 

This is made a special datj of the town superintendents by these 
instnu^ions ; they are to advise the trustees and other officers in 
foUbtion to all their duties, and to recommend to them and the 
teachers the prop^ studies, discipline,' and conduct of the school, 
the course of instruction to be pursued, and the elementary books 
to be used. The notes which the superintendents mskQ dnrk^ 
their inspection of the school, will much facilititte the discharge of 
this portion of their duty. 

1. In regard to proper studies* If they find any important one 
omitted, or that pupib are 'hastened on without thoroughly under^ 
standing the {Mreliminary or previous branches, they should point 
out the error and its consequences. For^ instance, they should 
urge the absolute necessity of children being tiboroughly and fre^ 
quently exercised in spelHpg, so that they make no mistakes \n any 
words in common use. Without this it is impossible for them to 
be good readers. And in the exercise of reading, they should in- 
sist on clear and district articulation, more than any other quality ; 
and generally the ability of the superintendent*' is relied upon to 
detect bad habits in the manner of reciting, erroneous ideas on the 
subject and superficial acquirements. 

2. The discipline and conduct of the school. It can scarcely be 
necessary to remark on the importance of order and system in the 
schools, not only to enable the pupils to learn anything, but to give 
them those habits of regularity so essential in the formation of 
character. Punctuality of attendance, as well as its steady contin- 
uance should be enforced. Parents should be told how much their 
children lose, to what inconvenience they expose the teacher, and 
what disorder theyj[)ring upon the whole school, by not insistkig 
*upon the scholars being punctually at the school room at the ap- 
pointed hour ; and above all, they should be warned of the injurious 
eonsequences of allowing their children to be absent from school 
during the term. By being indulged in absences they lose the 
connection of their, studies, probably fall behind their clasi?, become 
discouraged, and then seek every pretext to play the truant The 
habit of irregularity and insubordination thus acquired, will be apt 
to mark their character through life. Trustees should be informed 
that the omission of parents to require the regular and punctual at- 
tendance of their children will justify their exclusion, on accoimt of 
the effect of such irregularity upon the other pupils. 

The superintendents should also observe whether the teachers 
are careful to preserve the respect of their pupils, not pnly by 
maintaining their autliority, but by a becomiog deportment, both 
in the school room and out' of it. ^ 
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3. With regard to the course of tnstrttctton, the advice Of the' 
Bttperinteridents will often be of great value. The usaal order has 
been found by long experience to be the best, viz : the alphabet, 
spelling, reading with definitions, arithmetic, geography, history and 
gi*atiimar. No ehild should be put to any study beyond his capa- 
*city, or Ibr which he is not already prepared.* English grammar 
particularly demands so much exercise of the intellect, that it ought 
to be delayed until the pupil has acquired considei'able sirength of 
mind^ 

4. 77ie hooks of elementar^nstruetion, — It is trelieved that there 
are notoe now in use in our schools that are very defective ; and 
the |dilferenoe between them is so slight, that the gain to the 
9(^oiar will not compensate fbr the heavy expense to the parent, 
caused by the substitution of new books with every new teacher ; 
and the capriciousness of chang^e which some are a^t to indulge on 
this subject, cannot be too strongly or decidedly resisted. Trustees 
of di^rieCs should look to this matter when they engage teachers. 

One cons^equence of the practice is, the great variety of text 
books on the same subject, acknowledged by all to be one of the 
greatest ^evils which afflicts our schools. It compels the teacher to 
oivide the pupils into as many classes as there are kinds of books, 
so that the time which might have been devoted to a careful and 
cMibefftte hearing of a class of ten or twelve, where all could have 
improved by the corrections and obsehvations of the instructor, is 
almost wasted in the hurried recitations of ten or a dozen 'pupils 
in separate classes ; while in large schools, some must be wholly 
neglected. Wherever the superintendents find this difficulty exis- 
ting, they should not fail to point out its injurious consequences, 
and to urge a remedy by the adoption of uniform text books as 
speedily as possible. To accomplish this, let the trustees, under 
wet adyiee <Jf the teacher, inspectors and superintendents, determine 
irhat textbooks shall be used in each study, and require eve j, 
eWld thereafter coming to the school to be provided with the de- 
signated book's. This very desirable uniformity may, perhaps, be 
laciHtatttd by exchanges between different districts, of the books 
that do not correspond with those in general use, for such as do. 
For instance, in one school the great majority of spelling books- 
may be those of Webster with some of Marshall's, while the latter 
may predominate in another district in which there are also sever- 
al of Webster's In such cases, an exchange of the different books 
between the two would obviously be mutually beneficial. The 
superintendents might assist in the execution of such an arrange- 
meht by noting the proportions of the various books in the dif^r- 
ent schools. ,, ' 

5. TTte Erection of School Houses, — ^Tt would be well for the town 
SQpenntendenfs to give particular attention to this subject. When- 
ever they learn that the building of a school house is contemplated, 
thej should adif4se with the trustees respecting its plan# He must 
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bpasuperfimal obsenrer, who has not .peroeived how tuffUii die 
hesdth of pupils, the order and discipline of a school^ and the coor- 
venience of the teacher, depend upon the arrangemeiits ti( the*' 
a^hooi room. This is not the place to state the b^ loodels. In* 
^ripatiop upon that pointy eoUfscted with great care from BucefN^ 
and America, has already been given, in tha Distriel SchooUowh* 
lial, and in Hn Babnabp's admirable volume on school architect 
ture. Whenever repairs are about to be made to school hou«e9» 
the superintendents should avail themselves of the occasion to r^ 
commend such improvement aa may he desirable. 

6. In theor consultations with tru^tee9 t^nd teachers^ the sup^^* 
iintendents should be especially careful to communicate th6ir sugr 
gesticms in a kind and friendly spirit, as the OMet likely means of, 
success, and as the oviij mode of preserving those harmonioiis reke 
tjbps, which are* essential to their own happiness as well as ude&l-' 
ness J and whenever they observe any thing in the mode of iii- 
str^iction, in the government or discipline of the school, or in any. 
qthe^ point, which, in their judgment, rec^uires correction, tkieiy will 
niake it a point to intimate their views to the teacher in privateit 
^d never^ on any occasion, suffer themselves to £md faalt with hio^ 
in the presence of his pupils. Children cannot discriminate, and 
they will fee W» themselves at liberty to blame, when the exampW 
b^ been set by others. The authority of the teneher should be 
preserved eptire while he remains. If his .conduct is worthy of 
public censure, he should be at once dismissed, r^pr tt^an be €^* 
tained to become an object of the contempt of his 8cholar»« 

IV. ANWITAL REPORT OP THB TOWN StTPERTNTENDENT. 

' By § 19 (No. 44) of the scho6l act, fmd the succeeding sections)^ 
it is made ^' the duty of the Town Superintendent m e%cb iKmnr 
between Uie first day of July and the first day of August* in eaek 
year, to mak^ and transmit to the county derk, a report in writing 
bearmg date on the fi. st day of July, in the year of iti transmis$i]Ofi> 
and stating^ 

1. The whole nunr^er of school districts and neighborhoods^' 
separately set off within their town : 

i. The districts, parts of districts, and neighborhoods, from which 
r^eports shall have been made to him, or his immediate predecessorai 
in office, within the time limited fi>r that purpose : 

3. The length of time a school sh^U liave been kept in ench of 
such districts or parts of districts, d^tinguishing what portion o£ 
that time the school shaU have been kept by qualified teaehera : 

4. The anpount of public moneys received in each of such di3r^ 
tricts, parts of districts and neighborhoods : ■ , 

. 5. The number of children taught in eaeh, and tbe\nuD4)er of 
children over the age of four and under twenty-one years, reaidii^ 
in e^ch : . 

6. T^f whote amopnt of moneys received by hi?[| .^ impre^^ 
cessors in ottice, during the year ending at the date of his report, 



Bnd riUM the date of his last prgcMing repon; di^tingii!shing 
Ifae Arfooitt received from the coomy tT^asurer and from any other 
and what Boutce : - . ' 

7. The manner in which such monejs have tieen expended, 
ud' whether anj and what part, remains unexpended, and for 
what tavise : - 

■ 8, The amount of money paid for teachers' wages, in additiob 
to the public tnoney paid therefor, In the districts, parrs gf d!^- 
triotB and neighborhoods from which reports sTial J have teen iffe- 
Clnred br him or his immediate predecessors, in office, leilh siicJt 
et^er information as the Superinlendent of Cimmon Schools mcig 
fnm timr. to h'me rejaiVe, in rtlation to the districts and schoob 
within hit taion. . 

Under this pToTiaion the Superintendent has required th^ f(i- 
loWihff additional items of information to be comprised in'SUQB 
annual reports of the Town Superintendents : , ' 

'I. The Hambet of times the school in each district hatf.beop 
Inspected by Town Superintendents, to be taken from ibe alj- 
Btra^t furnished by the trustees : . . r . 

2. The number of volumes in the library of each district, ^ ' 
returned by the tr'uatees : 

3. The whole number of school districts,4he school houses of 
which are situated in th^if town : , 

' 4. Ttie amount of money expended in each b( 

teach^r^' wages, besides and beyond the public m 

tS to such di«rict ; that is they will condense f 

of the trustees the amount paid by individuals, 

Otherwise, and' the amount collected from any loc 

' 5. The attendance of pupils in the several district achools fof 

the,foHowrng different terms, vizt 

' Those who attended ii^Ss than two months ; ', 

<■ " two months and less than four ; 

" " four months and less than six ; - , 

" ". six months and less than eight; 

<■ " eight months and less than ten ; ", 

'" " ten months and less than twelve; 

* " twelve months ; . i 

C- tha amoodt of taxes levied in the several districts of iKe 

town during the year reported for purchasing sites, .building, 

Itit^ng, repairing and insuring school hbuses, fuel, books, bo^- 

case, school apparatus and oiher purposes : 

7. The namber of select and private schools in their towji, 
'<kber than incorporated seminaries, and the average number sf 
£upils therein, as stated in the reports of the trustees of tbe«eve^ 
alsirictS: ■ ' 

8. They are atso required to condense, from the reports of t£e 
iK^eniLClrust^es, the number of schools for colored children tau^t 
m (hfeir town, Bpedlying the flistricts in which sucii schools b*^' 
been t«ugkt, the namber of colored chiMren, between the aget * «f 
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.four and twenty-one attending ■aoh scjiools ; aad tha UDOtiDt of 
public mone^ appor^oned to the respective distriQta from wbi^ 
such chil()ren atteniled, specifying such diatricts. 

The moat common mistake committed by the Town Siipefin< 
teodenta is in their report of moneys received by ihttu), or their 
predecessors, since the dale of the last report. They ofWn coo- 
found this money with that received by Iruiiees of dtatricu^ which 
is>aa entirely different item. This last item ia received oa ths 
first Tuesday of April, and reported by the trustees on the first 
<>f January following, and is embodied in the report of. the su- 
perintendent among the alistnicta of the trustees' reports, in the 
'columns headed " amount of money received in each district." 
Sot the money received by the Town Superintendents is that ptud 
(o them by the county treasurer and town collector ^fier the' first 
of January, and apportioned by tbem on or before Ibe first Tiws* 
day in Apiil, and is not contained in the reports ot the trustees. 

Iii_making their annual reports, the IVwn Superintendents 
sbouIVBee that the several columns of their tabl« are correctlj 
Tooted, and the figures plainly and distinctly made. 

Town Superintendeuts neglecting to make such report wilhin 
dje limited period, forfeit severally to their totao, for the use of 
the common schools therein, the sum of ten dollars ; and the 
share of school moneys apportioned to such town for the ensuing 
year, may, in the discretion of the Superintendent of Common 
Schoola, be withheld, and be distributed among the other towns 
In the same county, from which the necessary reports shall have 
been received. Wlien the share of school moneys apportioned to 
a town sttall thus be lost to the town by the neglect of the Town 
Superintendenis, the officer guilty of such neglect forfeits to 
his town Ihe full amount, with interest, of the moneys so lost. It 
is the doty of the supervisor of the town, upon notic^ of such loss, 
from ihe Superintendent of Common Schools, or county treasurer, 
to prosecute without delay in the name of the town, for such fw- 
feiture ; and Ihe moneys recovered are required to be distributed 
and paid by such supervisor to the several district^ parts of dis- 
tricts,' or separate neighborhoods of -the town, in the. same nunner 
as it would have been the duty of rn Superintendent to 

have distributed and paid them, .if n rom tjie county trea^ 

surety 22, 23, 24. (No. 47, 48, ..., 

■' By§ 15, of chap. 382, L: " , it is provided th^t "whet*- 

(iver it shall be satiafactoril; the State Superintendent ' 

that any county or town si it, or other school officers, 

has embezzled ihe public money, or any money coming into ' his 
glands for school purposes, or has been guilty of the wilful viola- 
tion of any law, or neglect of duty or of disobeying any decision, 
order or regulation of the Department of Common Schools, the 
j^tflte Superintendent is authorised lo remove such officer from 
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Y* FBNAXTIS8 AMD FOBFEITURES TO BE COLLECTED BT TOWIT 

8UPBBINTEND ENTS. 

By sobdivision 8 of § 8, Rev. Stat (No. 83,) the Town Stipelv 
intendent is to sue for and collect by bis name of office, all pen^ 
alties and forfeitures imposed by the title relating to commoB 
schools, wherfe no other provision is made ; for the penalty of five 
dollars prescribed by § 57, (No. 7(>,) upon the refusal or neglect of 
any inhabitant of H district to serve the notice of the first meeting ; 
th6 same penalty for altogether refusing to serve in a district office ; 
and the penalty often dollars for neglecting to perform the duties 
of a district office, not having refused to accept the same ; and for 
the penalty of $25, against Trustees neglecting or refnsing an- 
nually to render an account of the moneys received by them, given 
by §130 (No. 150; of the school act. " 

Me is akK) to prosecute for the penalty of twenty-five ddllavft 
imposed by §128 (No. 148,) upon every trustee who signs a falsfe 
report, with the intent of obtaining an unjust proportion of thB 
school moneys of the town. Justice to the several districts re- 
quires tihat the Town Superintendents should be vigilafit in de- 
lecting such errors, and in applying the remedy provided by lair 
in all oases where they arise from design. 

The sums collected by him in suits for penalties, after deduct- 
ing his costs and expenses, are to be added to the school moneys 
reeeived Ky him during the year, an^ apportioned aiBong the 
sevoral distri^lis. 

VI. MISC]?LLANE0TJ8 DUTIES, 

. By § 25, (Na 50,) and the succeeding sections, ^he Town iSu- 
periQtendent in each town is required to keep a just and true ac- 
count of all school moneys received and expended by him during 
the year for which he shall have been chosen, and to lay the same 
before the board of auditors of the accounts of other town officees 
at the annual meeting of such ^^oard in the saftie year. Within 
fifteen days after the termination of his office he is required to 
^nder to bis successsor in office a just and true account, in writjng; 
of all school moneys by him recetv^d, before the time of rendf^r- 
ing such account, and of the manner ia which the same shall h^^ 
been appropriated and expended by him ; and th^ account ^ 
rendered is to be delivered by such successor in office to the loyrn 
plerk, to be filed and recorded in his office. If, on rendering suoi 
account> any balance shall be found repaaining in the hands of the 
Town Superintendent, the same is immediately to be paid by him 
to his successor in office. If such balance, or any part thereof, 
nhall have been appropriated by the Town SuperintQuden.t to any 
particular school district, part of a 4^strict or separate neighbor- 
hood, and shfdl remain in his hands for the use thereof, a state- 
ment of such appropriation is required to be made in the accpui^l 
pq tp be^rendere^, and the balance paid to such anccesssor i^i office* 
to be paid over by hui?,, ^f^rdi^g ^tp.su(?}i,.^p|^ixrial,i9^if ,j H^ 
Buccestfor in office may brmg a suit in nis name oi office, for tne 



tec^^erjr,' with interest, of atiy unpaid balanc^^ of deliool monejs 
tliat shall appear to have been in the hands of any previous Town 
Superintendent on leaving his dfice^ either by the aGooaots render- 
ed by such Town Superintendent, or by otlier sufficient proof. .In 
Ktase of the death of such Town Superintendent, such suit may b^ 
tirought against his representatives, and all moneys recovered aee 
to be applied in the same manner as if they had been paid over 
without suit. 

. By § 30, the Town Superintendent of common: schools in eaeh 
town, has the powers and privileges of a corporatioia^ to far as, tf> 
enable him to take and hold any property transferred to him for 
the use of common schools in such town, 

A mere transfer of vouchers or receipts, by % Towu: Supeih 

intendent, on the expiration of his official term^. is nol such ap 

fiU(»tnt as the law contemplates. There must be a tortttm ^tde* 

ment of the amount of moneys receiv^, appropriated apU «x- 

l^anded by him ; and this statement must be filed apd record^ 

iy the town clerk. — Oojii. Sch&ol Dee* 189. 

^ . The written approbation of the Town Superintendent to be e^ 

iikrsed on the waitant is, by the 113th section of the act of 1849^ 

(No. 133) made requisite to the validity of any aeoond or sub- 

•equ^it renewal of a school district warrant for the, collection of 

a tax list or rate bill. This approbation should be granted onlf 

wh^e a satisfactory exdhse i^ shown for the omisaiQiii tb colleot 

the amount specified in the warrant within the jtiHke jiresoribad 

by law, and extended by one renewal. Taxes and rate bills 

should be promptly collected ; and m ordinary cases sixty days 

affords ample time for this purpose; and mrther indulgence 

should in no case be granted excepting under special and pecti- 

Jiar circumstances. 

By §70 (No. 92) of the school act, it is provided that <• no 

tax to be voted by any district meeting, for building, hiring tk 

purchasing a school house shall exceed the sum of ^ur hundred 

dollars, unless the Town Superintendent of €6mn4on schools of 

4.the towh in which the school-house is to be situated, shall certify 

In writing, his opinion ths^ a larger sum ought to be raised, and 

■liall specify the sum ; in which case, a sum not exceeding thte 

ijum so specified shall be raised.** And by §1 of chap. 44, Laws 

pf 1881, Sec. 73, (No. d5,^ " Whenever a school house shall 

•have been built or purchased for a district, the site of such school 

house shall not be changed, nor the building thereon b^ removed, 

is long as the district shall remain unaltered, unless by the coh- 

aent, in writing, of the Town Superintendents of Common 

■Schools, of the town or tbwns within which stith district shall bte 

situated; stating that in their Opinioti such removal i* riecessaty ; 

horlhen, unless a fno^ority of all the taxable inhabitants of said 

'iHsMet to be ascertained bi/ taking and re^o^'cRhg the a^es dnd 

' Hoes at 4 special mefting Called fot that purpose, uMll iot^ fik 

Aiich.removal and In 'favor bfiuch new Mte.** 
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A mHJbrity of the tflxable inhabitants who are legal votftrs in 
the dhtrict, present and votinff at each ap^cial meeting is avBt- 
eient, ID conjunction with the written certiScate of the Town 
Superintendent to authorize a change of site in an altered dis- 
trict. 

' Town Soper intend enls are bound to furnish aniwers to all 
tppeala brougk from any of their proceedings. — Com. SeAwrt 
Dec. 187. 

' Where' a school dtEtfict is etttabliihed bj the State Super* 
ihtendent on appeal, Town Superintendents have no powet 
to alter, modlfj ot dissolve the sama, without espress authoritt 
ftdta ths State Superintendent; nor can they, without such 
anthorit]', re-establish a district, or re-publish atl order after their 
proceeding* in the same matter have oDce been set aside oh 
flpp^l. 

Wliere any school district dffice is vacated bj the death, rer 
fbsal to serve, removal out of the district, or incapacity of any 
<^Cer, and the vacancy occasioned thereby shalt not be supplied 
hj a district meeting, within one month thereafter, the Town 
Superintendent may appoint any person residing in the district to 
supply such vacancy, § 77 (No. 98.) If, however, the district^ 
by election, fills the vacancy o/iler the expiration of the month, 
and ptior to the action of the Town Superintendent, such elec- 
tion is valid, and the ^own Superintendent cannot subsequentlj 
Make an appointment. — Com. Seiool Dedsiotu, 179. 

By ^ 146 of the act Of 1847, (No. 1«9) it is provided that "In 
any suit which shall hereafter he commenced agaitlst Town Super- 
intendents of Common Schools, or cfncers of school districts, ibr 
toy act performed by virtue of, or under color of, their ofSces, or 
for any refusal or omission to perform any duty enjoined by law, 
«nd which might have been the Bftbjeet of an i^peal to the Supeiy 
intendent, no costs shall be allowed to the plaintiff in cases where 
the court shall certify that it appeared on the trial of the cause that 
the defendanu acted in good faith. Sut this provision shall not 
extend to suits for penalties, nor to suits or proceedings to enf((rc« 
die decisions of the Saperintendent." 

By§ 6 of chap. I) "Town 

SLufierint^depts c clerks of 

jBt^ho^l ijjstricts, re ny repor^ 

or Ip perform an) i^ious Of 

decijiDDs made uii< severally 

forfeit to their Ion ly be, fix 

die use of ^ the con lollars for 

each such ' neglect d for and 

collected bg the sn the prop- 

,ef officers, to be di n schooU 

in the town or 4<si and whe> 

the stutrq of lehoo y town tjt 
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di&lriol, or any portioas thereof, or any money to which a town or 
sohool district would have been entiiled, Bbull be lost in conse- 
^quence of any wilful neglect of official duty by any town auperio- 
tendunt of common BchooU, or trustees or clerks of school districU, 
the officers guilty of such neglect shall forfeit to the town or di»- 
trict the lull amount with intereit,' of the moneys bo lost ; and 
they ahull be jointly and severally liable for the paymest of such 
forfeiture." 

^7 § ^2 (No. 94) It is provided that "in every case where a 
district embraces a part of more than one town, tite town superior 
tendents of tbe towns so in part embraced, upon application of th« 
truste<;fi of such districts, or of those persons liable to pay tasef 
upon real property therein, shall proceed to enquire and ditteriiune 
whe.iber the valuatioa of real property upon the several assessment 
rolls of said (owns are substantially just as compared with each 
other, so far as such district is concerned, and if determined not to 
be so, they shall determine the relative proponion of taxes that 
ought lo be assessed upon the real property of the parts of such 
districts so lying in different towns, and the trustees of such diatript 
shall thereupon assess the proportion of any tax tkendfter to h» 
raised according lo the determination of said superintendents until 
the same shall be altered by said superintendents until the £ame 
shall be altered by said superintendents upon like application, using 
the assessment rolls of (he sevei'al towns to distribute the said pro- 
portion among the persons linble to be assessed for the same. In 
cases where two superintendents shall be unable to agrees they 
shall summon a superintendent from some adjoining town, who 
shall unite in such inquiry and determination." 

Town superintendents are not within the class of public officers 
required by the Constitution to take the oath of office. 

FORMS PRESCEIBED AND RECOMMENDED BT THE 
SUPEklNTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS FOE • 
, THE USE OF TOWN SDPEEIN TEN DENTS. 

1. »OEM OF BOND TO BE GI7EN BY THE TOWN SUPERINTEN1>> 
BMT TO THE 8DFESV1SOB. 

Know all' men by these presents, that we A. B., C. D., and E. 

P., of the town of—— in the county of * are held and 

Esq., Supervisor of said town, in the 'penal 
nount of school money received in said town 
ing the preceding year,] to be paid to the 
lessor in office ; to the which payment, welt 
we bind ourselves and nur legal representa- 
rally, firmly by these presents. Wilnesa our 

dayof June, 1851. 

A. B. has been duly elected [or appointed] 
It oF Common Schods for the said town of 
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L. 8. 
L. S. 



.— — — : Now tUereforey the condiiion of this obligation is mch, 
that if the said A. B. shall faithfully apply and legally disbvirse, 
all the school money which may come into his hands during his 
term of office as such Town Superintend nt, and faithfully dis- 
charge all the duties of said office, then this ob'igation to be noU 
and void ; otherwise to remain in full force and virtue. 
Signed sealed and deltv- i A. B. 

. ered tn presence of > CD. 

) E. F. 

♦ (Endorsement.) " I hereby approve of C D. and E. P. as sura- 
ties to the within bond." J. K. 

2. FORM OP A RESOLUTION CREATING A N£W DISTRICT. 

At a meeting, &c. 

Resolved^ That a new school district be formed, to consist of 
fthe present Districts Nos. 1 and 2 ; or of the present District No. 
1 and a p?irt of District No 2 ; or pnrts of Districts No. I and 
No. % as the ^ase may be.] which said new district shall be num- 
bered [23,] and shall be bounded as follows : [on the north by 
the north tine of the town of Trenton : on the east by the east- 
erly line of the farms and lots of land now occupied by Thnmas 
Jmes^ WiUiam Thomas, <&c. t on the south by the south line of 
lots No. 56, 57 and 58, as designated on ti^ map of said town : 
and on the west by the westerly line of the fari^s and lots nowoqh 
cupiee by A, B, C, D, d&c] 

The formation of the aforesaid district, involving an alteration 
of District Na*[l and No. 2,]hhe consent of the trustees of the 
■aid dbtrtcts to such alteration has been presented to the Tov|p 
Saperiqtendentt and filed with the town clerk. [Or, if sucb. con- 
ieirt has not been given, the following entry should be made : The 
formation of the «&resaid district, involving an alteration of 4i^ 
tricts No* 1 and 2, ^nd the consent of the trustees of District Nok 
1 to such, alteration noti having been given, it is ordered that a no* 
tice in writing of the said alteration, signed by the Town Super- 
intendent> be served oa one of the truntees, of the said district^] 
if the order is made between the first day of December, in auj 
year, and the first day of May tlKH'eafter^ the following cl arose 
ifhpuld be added, viz : '* This order will take efiept on the first 
day of May next, [or on some subsequent day to be specified.] 
' 3. The consent of the trustees of the altered districts may be 
given by endorsing it on a copy of the. order, as follows : 
. . We hereby consent to the alteration made m District Na 2, in 
the town of ZWalon, by the order of which the within, is a copy. 
.. Dpited, dbc«. . 

A' 5* ) Trustees of distriti 

4 *, ' 1 - ; . I . • T i , . ■ • - , • • • ' " • ■ 
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' Thfe Consent, like all bther acts of trustees, fi!ibtfld''be gfremtt 
ii meeting of thi6 whole, or a mnjofity, when ril fmVe been liotified 
to attend. The statute does not require it to be \tt Writing ; but h 
is advisable to prevent disptktes; that a written consent should bfe 
filed with the towh clerk. 

3. FORJC OF NOTICE TO TRUSTEES NOT GIVING THEI& CONSENT TO 

AN ALTERATION OF T9EIR DISTRICT.. .- 

The Trustees of District No. 1, in the town of TVenton will 
•take notice that an order was made this day by the To#n Super- 
intendent of Common Schools of the said tdwti, of it^t^the M- 
lowing is a copy, by which certain alterations in the said district 
are made, as will appear by the said ofder ; aiid that such laltera- 
tions will take effect afler three months from tiie serf ice of ibis 
DoMce. £Ifthe expiration of the three months occur between the 
first day of December and May, then someday sub^^equeat to At 
to the thirtieth of April shQuld be speoified.]. Dated, &c« 

G. H., Town Supen$itmdent of €kmmQk 

Sbkoolt €f ^ t<ndn of Ttexktxm. ' 

f Here insert copy of oirder of Town Supei'intendent] ' 

This notice may be i^ved on any oiie of the tinastees ; and il 

will be (bond useful to have an acknowl6d)^ent of the sertiris 

by the trustees receiving the notice, ertdorised oil a copy of it atirf, 

<»ed with the town clerfc. / 

4. NOTICE OF THE FIRST MEETING IN A DISTRICT TO ORGANIZE* 

This is required by law to be given Within twenty day^, afbt 
the formation of any dis^ict. If the content of th6 tfuiit^es of 111% 
districts interested, has' been given to the alterations Covered b|^ 
the order, thien fbe notice should be fbr a day aseitfly us t^y^i^ 
low 9ofT]«ieht time for general inform ati<]iii. Bat if i^b^ lieces^ 
ry to give notice of the alterations to' the trustees ol amy distHc^, 
tfcen the notice for the first meeting- should specif a day sub^ 
qbent to the expiration of three montbs after service of the noti<i^ 
of att^ation, because the ^^rict eanttbt dtgkmi^ tintil ftft^ tMt 
tiftte. .^ • ' ■• ■ • • ■ ■ . i 

The fiotlee may be in the fbllowing fcrifi t 
To— i— x-i^ ^ taxable inhabitants? Distkriti no ^, in tfie towft 
of Ttenton, ' 

Th# toWri Superintertdent of Cottimoii Schddhi of the'towh of 
Trentotij havitfff by an orders of wbieh the foHowitig is a eopj^ 
fbrmed a new d tstricl in the said town to be numbered 8S, con- 
dating of the t^r^itory paitteuhtly Specified hk thfe said ordef 5 
you are hereby required to notify every inhabitant of the ealif di»> 
frict qualified to vot^ at district meetings, to attend the first dis- 
trict meeting of the safd district, which is hereby appointed tob« 
held at*the house of^ ' in the said town, on the « day of 

next, at 6 o'clock in the aflernoon, by reading this notiee 



to th^ beariAgrpf ^9^ Miob iobabitant, or in case of bis tbseoce 
boxp, hQiae, hy.bavio^ a oopy of tbi;3 notice, or of so much tbere^ 
of as relates to the time and place of such meeting, at leasd atx 
days before the said time so appointed for the said meeting. Da- 
ted, &c; » 

A. B.^ Tawt SaperiiUendmt of Common 
Schools of the town of Tr&^txm^ 

A copy of the order forming the district should be annexed to 
'this notice, as the most convenient mo^e of describing the distriet|. 
ajod m<;vst likely to prevent errors. 

The inhabitant serving the notice should keep a memor«ndum« 
of the names of ti^ persons notified by him, specifying the man- 
ner of notifying, wbetber by r^^ding or leaving a cq>y, or the snbf 
stance of the notice, at the place of abode of any absent Ydter ;* 
and this memorandum) certified by him, should be delivered t(%; 
the^cbairHUp or clerJi of the district meeting and reiki, that it may 
be ascertained wbether notice has been duly given so as to justi*. 
Qr the voters in proceeding to the transaction of business ; and the; 
original notice and return should be filed wit,h the district clerk,^ 
as evidence of the regularity of tJie organization. 

7. FORM OF A Resolution for the alteration op a district. 

At a meeting of, d^c, 

R$sohfedi That districts number 1 and dumber 3, in the sa^ 
to wn» . be altered as follows, viz: by setting off the farms ^ikid 
parcels of land otcciipied by John Bro^m^^ Thomas Jones^ and! 
Williim. Jtichan/js^bwn District number one, in whi^h they* 
have be^ofbre been included to IQistrict nuskber two ; so tba|> 
the east bcoindVy of I>istrif^ number one shall be the essteily 
line, of th^ £|ra^l find parceis cif lands occupied by A. B, C. IK 
d&c, and the westerly boundary of district number two sbtii be 
the westerly lines of the farm^ and parcels of laud occupied by< 
the said JoJ^ Brovn, Thomas Jones and Wiliiam J^ichards,;^ 
the said John Brown having consented to be set off as aforesaid. 
The written consent of the trustees of the said districts number 
one and two, bailing been presented to the Town Superin- 
tendent, IB filed with the town clerk ; [or, The consent of the 
trustees of the said districts respectively, (or of district No. I or 
% as the case may be,) not having been given to U>e said alters^ 
tion, it is ordered that a notice m writing of such alteratioiif 
jSgned by the Town Superintendent, be served on some one^ 
of the trustees of each of the said districts, (or of district No. 
1 or 2.)] 

In the £(bove form, it will be seen that the new boundaries, of 
the districts, caused by the alteration, are given. This is. deemed 
very necessary in order to prevent all mistake or ambign^ity, and 
te preserve a continual record of the actual bounds of the districts. 
If any of the persons set off conse;it to the alteration, it shoujd be 
siMed, BO that the truistees may know whether he is taxablie f6r 
building a school-house. 
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The consent of trustees to the alteration, and in case of their 
not consenting, the notices to them, will be as before given under 
^e 2d. and 3d heads. 

8. PROCEEDINGS IN THE FORMATION OR ALTERATION OP A JOINT WS- 

TRICT, PROM TWO OR MORB TOWNS. 

The proceedings in the fomtation of a joint district will be in 
all respects similar to those previously given in relation to ordi- 
nary cHses/with the foIk)wing additions : 

As there is no clerk assigned by law to the joint nieetiog, the 
officers present should sign the proceedings. 

The caption should give the names of the towds to which' the 
Town Superintendents belong ; and the resolutions should be re- 
corded in each of those towns. 

9. FORM OF CERTIFICATE TO TEACHER BY TOWN SUPERINTENDENT, 

I hereby certify that I have examined A. &. and do believe that 
he [or she] is well qualified, in respect to moral character, learn- 
ing and ability, to instruct a common school in this town for one 
year from the date hereof. 
Given under my hand at this day of 18 

C. D.y Town Superintendent of Comr 
mon Schools for the town of 

10. FORM OF INSTRUaiBNT* ANNULLING A TEACHER'S CERTIFlCATfi. 

Baving enquired into certain complaints against A. B., hereto- 
fore licensed as a teacher of common schools of said town, an() 
being of opinion that he, the said A. B., does*not possess the re- 

?ui8ite qualifications as a teacher, in respect to moral character, 
or ♦'in respect to learning," or "in respect to ability in teach- 
ing," as the case may be,] and having given at least ten days pre- 
vious notice in writing to said teacher, and to the trustees of the 
district in which he is employed, of the intention so to do, I liave 
> annulled and hereby do annul tlie said certificate and license so 
granted as aforesaid. * 

Given under my hand this day ot 18 

C. D., Town Superintendent 
/ of Common Schools. 

As a note in writing, containing the name of the teacher,, and 
the time when his certificate was annulled, must be filed in the 
town clerk's ofiice, to give it effect, the most convenient and ef- 
f^tual mode of complying with the law, will be to make out, sign 
and file a duplicate of the instrument itself. 

11. FORM OP THE ARNXTAL REPORT OP THE TOWN SUPERINTENDENT 
OP COMMON SCHOOLS, TO BE MADE TO THE COUNTY CLERK. 

I, A. B. Town Superintendent of common Schools of the towm 
of in the county of in conformity with the statiites 

in relation to common schools, ^o report : that the number of eo- 
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tire school districts in said town, organized according to law, is 
[eight,"] and that the number of parts of school districts in said 
town i8[^t;^] ; that the number of joint districts, the school-hous^ 
es of which are situated whoHy or partially in said town, is [three'] ; 
that he number of entire districts from which the necessary re- 
ports have been made for the present year, within the time limit- 
ed by law, is [eighty] and the number of parts of districts from 
which such reports have been made is [_Jive,] That the number 
of schools for colored children taught by said town during the 
year aforesaid, for six months or upwards, by a duly qualified 
teacher, was [two,] 

And I do further certify and report, that the whole amount of 
money received by me, or my predecessors in office, for the use of 
common schools, during the year ending on the date of this re- 
port, and since the date of the last report of said town, is $ 
of which sum the part received from the county treasurer is $ 
the part from is S and that we have collected the 

sum of for**penalties (if any has been collected) [and {(there 
he €my other source from which any part has been received, here 
state it particularly,] That the said sum of money has been ap- 
propriated to the several districts from which the necessary re- 
ports were received, for the purposes and in the proportion follow- 
ing, viz : the sum of $ for the payment of teachers' wages, 
and the sum of $ for the purchase of district libraries. That 
of the monies so apportioned, there has been paid ov^r to or on the 
order of the trustees of the several districts entitled thereto, the 
gum of dollars and cents for teachers' wages, and dol- 
lars and cents of the library money ; and that the balance of 
said monies so apportioned and not paid over, is now in my hands 
amounting in the aggregate to dollars and cents, and ready 
to be paid according to law. That the sum of $ was appor- 
tion by me to district No. for . colored children in said dis- 
trict between the ages of four and 21 years, who have attended a 
school in district No. in said town, by a duly qualified teacher, 
for six months during the preceding year ; and h to district 
No. for colored children attending in said district; and 
that I have deducted the said several amounts from the sums by 
me apportioned to the said districts No. and respectively. 
And I further certify that during the year before mentioned, I 
have not collected any fines, penalties or forfeitures : [or. And I 
further certify that during the year before mentioned, 1 have col- 
lected a penalty of $25, imposed on A. B. a trustee of district No. 
iir said town, for signing a false report ; and dhat my costs 
and charges in such collection amounted to S ; and the 
balance of such penalty was by me added to the school money 
received by me and apportioned as above mentioned.] That the 
school books most in use in the common schools of said town are 
the fi^lowing, viz : [her€ specify the principal boohs reported by 
the several trustees.] And I further certify the tables ibllowing^ 
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districts and parti of dUlricU as aforesaid : 
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CBAPTER III 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF INHABITANTS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

By § 65 (No. 87)of the school act, it is provided that ** an annual 
meeting i^hall be held at the time and place previously appointed ; 
and at the first district meeting, and at each annual meeting, the 
time and place of holding the next annual meeting shall be fixed." 

Annual meetings need not be precisely o5e year apart. The 
time may be a few days or weeks more or less than a year, if the 
inhabitants think it necessary. For instance, an annual meeting 
held on the^r«^ Tuesday of October may be acyoumed U> the 
dtfowc? Tuesday of October of the next year. The propriety of th^ 
act in every case must depend upon the cbcumstances attending 
it. No general rule as to the extent of the variation from a year 
can be laid down as applicable to all cases. — Com, School Dec, 
289, 

It is proper, however, to observe, that as by the act of 1843 
«ne trustee only is hereafter to be annually elected, who holds his 
office for three years, and as in case of a vacancy, such vacancy is 
to be supplied only for the unexpired term left vacant^the variations 
in the time of holding the annual meeting ought not to excaed 
thr^e or four weeks. The time from one annual meeting to 
another must always be considered and treated as one year. 

By § 66 of the act of (No. 88,) " Whenever the time for. hold- 
ing annual meetings in a district, for the election of district officers 
shall pass without such election being held, a speciid meeting shall 
be notified by the clerk of such district to choose such officers ; and 
if no such notice be given by him or the trustees last elected or 
appointed, within twenty days after such time shall have passed, 
any inhabitant of such district qualified to vote at district meetings, 
mliy notify such meeting in the manner provided by law in case 
of the formation of a new district ; and the officers chosen at any 
such special meeting, shall hold their office until the time for hold- 
ing the next annual meeting." 

By § 67 of Laws of 1847, (No. 89,) "When the clerk, and all 
the trustees of a school district, shall have removed, or otherwise 
vacated their office, and where the records of a district shall have 
been destroyed or lost, or where trustees neglect or refuse to call 
meetings to choose trustees, the Superintendent of Common Schools 
shall have authority to order such meetings." 

By § 68 fNo. 90,) '* When in consequence of the hws <rf the 
records of a school district, or the omission to designate the day 
fdr its annual meeting, there shall be none fixed, or it cannot be 
ascertained, the trustees of such district may app^t ft day for 
holding the annual meeting of such district^*' 

If an annual meeting is held at the time and place appointed at 
or adjourned from the annual meeting of the preceding year, the 
proceedings will^be deemed valid, notwithstanding the omission of 
the clerk to give'tne notices prescribed by law. 
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W^i^ris ihe pkee and ttme of day i^v holdmg the ammal meet- 
ing ^e not desi^mtedt by the inlmbitants, die usual' place and 
time of day foir^ying-sudb me^ti^s will be understood, and the 
Botioee <^.the olexJE sbould correspot^d. thereto. When assembled, 
Che iahabttaiitB fiaay adjourn to any o^r convenient place ; but the 
€lerk cannot, ia^his notiaee for the annual meeting, designate any 
Dther than the usual place for holding suoh meeting,. where the in- 
habitants at their last annual meeting omitted to specify any place. 
— Obw. School Dec. 129, 141. " 

The law has not specified what number of inhabitants shall 
^ens^tute a quorum fbt? the trafisaetion of bvistness at. a district 
mecitiag,' amntal or * speeial : and aecoi^c^ly the proceedlng$) if 
«ther3wise ]:!egiidaiv will oot be 4iMudrbed by i^eason of the paucity 
^ attondaQOB ceftJ^epiartof th& idhabitants^ wbere the notice hcM 
-been £air and public^ and there is oo room for the allefgation of 
^trpiise. A Feasonali^ time,* should^ h0we¥ery be allowed for the 
iababitantsto assemble, after whidi those jb atteodaiiee may legal- 
ly proceed to the transacftionof any distriet business. 

By § 69 (Noi 91) it is |>rQT&died that <^ a special meeting shsji 
be heM^in each distrkst whenever ealled by the trustees ; and the 
proceedingsc of BO diitriot meetings annual orispecial, shall be held 
illegal, for want of a due ofitice to-idl tbe persons <ii:mli^ed to vote 
ibereat^' uetess it aball a^jpear that the^omisskm to give sueh notice 
woa wilful add IraodaileBt.'' 

Thia latter {HTovisioft was-inteaded lor cases wh^*e througb . ac- 
cident'* pr laistake, the^piiioper leg^ notice ba$ not been given te 
mU^wMcms euHUed to it : bui It. cannot be oonatrued to extend te 
«aaes iQ whicb no aiiempi is .made to give the notice required by 
law to a^j^ of the inhabitants. Wh^e the clerk of a district ub- 
^slak^ to give; a iBotioe in Uie manner provided by the statute, 
^md has &aled, unintentftonallyy to serve such notloe on all the per« 
tons entitJed to receive it, or where such BCik^e is imperfectly 
served, Uie^ proceediags of themeetiBg will notberot^ on that 
recount. Th^ may, however^ be iU €mde on i^peal^ on lowing 
•tiffiotent oause. — Com. Sehooh Dee. 186^ 223. 

The law in t^rma^ prescribes th^ the ol^ect for which a special 
meeting is clilled shall be stated in the notice for such meeting. 

The opportunities afforded by the coming together of the in- 
liabitantaof eaoh< district, ier deliberatioB and consultation in re- 
lation to th^ Bchodsy and the various interests eenBeoted thjere- 
^bf are' caloiilatedto exert a most foenefidal influence in. fafor 
of education ; to promote union, harmony and concert of action in 
'Uie^severai ^stricta? aUd: to icenient the tsea of lidendly social in- 
terqeiirse between ^ose having a common interest in the n^^Mral 
aod- intellectual culture of. their children. It is, thei*efore$ of the 
utinost importance that tbey should. iiot be itieglected ; that the in- 
halutants should be ppoftnptand uniform in their attendance ; ^d 
thai thie {iveceedinga should b^ invariably cbaraoterized .witb that 
«rd«r,.r«gulfm^ :^i&y. amhidiMHroiil >i^biah eaa alooe? ctwweff d 
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respect ao^ effieiently attain the dbjects to be aeoompliilied. To 
secure as far as possible the attainment of these desirable ends, it is 
proposed in this place to examine the powers and duties of the inhab- 
itants, when assembled in district meeting, the Biode of proceeding 
the keeping of the minutes and records, the qualificaticms of voters^ 
and some other subjects of general interest, eonoeoted with the' 
proceedings of district meetings. 

1. POWRRS AND DUTIES OF INHABITENTS W^EN ASSEMBLED 

IN DISTRICT MEETING. 

These are particularly specified in § 62, (No. 84^ of the aet, 
and will be noticed in their proper order. They are, to appoiat 
a moderator ; to adjourn from time to time as oecasion may require ; 
to choose district officers at their first meeting upon the of^aniza- 
tion of the district, and as often as VMonetes occur, by expiration 
of the term of office or otherwise ; to designate a site for district 
schooUhouses ; to lay such tax on the taxable infaaWtants of the 
district as the meeting shall deem sufficient to purchase or lease a 
suitable site for a school-house, and to build, hire, or purchase such 
school-house, and to keep ip repair and furnish the same with nec- 
essary fuel and appendages ; and to repeal, alter and modify Uieir 
proceedings from time to as occasion may require. 

By the 10th section of the act of ISil, sub. 8. (No. 84,) the 
inhabitants are authorized, with the consent of the Town Super- 
intendent of common schools, to designate sites for* two or more 
school houses for their district, and to lay a tax for the purdiase 
or lease thereof, and for the purchase, hiring or building of school 
houses thereon, and the keeping in repair and furnishing the same 
with necessary fuel and appendages. 

This provision authorizing' more than one site and school house, 
is intended for the - accommodation of those districts that may be 
so peculiarly situated as to render a division inconvenient or not 
desirable. A banking or other corporation, or some manufacturing 
establishment liable to taxation, may thus be rendered beneficial 
to a large territory and a greater number of inhabitants, instead 
of having its contributions applied hr the benefit of a few. And 
in populous places, it may often be convenient to have a school 
for very young children distant from that attended by those more 
advanced. In these and other cases, the districta should not 
hesitate to exercise the power given by this section. But thej 
should in all cases obtain the previous assent of the Town Sup^v 
intendent. 

The same section authorizes the inhabitants, in their din^^etion 
and without the assent of the Town Superintendent, to levy a tax 
not exceeding twenty dollars in any one year, for the purchase 
of maps, globes, black-boards and other school appastitus. The 
principal facts in geography are learned better by the -eye than in 
any other manner, and there ought to be in every school-room a 
map of the world, of the United States, of this state and of the 



«cnint}r. Globes also are desirable, but not so important as maps. 
Large black-boards, in frames or plaster are indispensable to a well 
eondncted sdiool. The operations in arithmetic performed on them, 
enable the teacher to ascertain the degree of Uie pupils* acquire- 
loents, better than any result exhibited on slates. He sees the 
▼arious steps taken by the scholar, and can require him to give 
the reason for each. It is in fact an exercise for the entire class ; 
and the whole school, by this public process, insensibly acquires 
a knowledge of the rules and operations in this branch of study. 

Cards containing the letters of the alphabet, or words, may be 
usefully hung op in the room. Indeed the whole apparatus pro- 
vided by Mr. Holbrook and others, is eminently calculated te 
AKnlitate the acquisition of knowledge and to render it agreeable. 
\ The amount of the tax which may be voted for the purchase or 
lease of sites for the district school-house, and for the repairs, fur- 
niture, fuel and appendages, is lefl wholly to the discretion of the 
dietriet, and is unlimited by law : but no tax for building, hiring 
w pqrehasiQg a school house can exceed the sum of four hundred 
dollars, unless on the o^ftiicate of the Town Superintendent that a 
larger sum, specify iag the amount, ought, in his opinion, to be rais- 
ed; in wbidi case a sura not exceeding the sum so specified, may be 
raised. § 70 (Na 92,) If t^e di^rid under the act of 1841, raise 
a tax for building, hiring or purchasing two or more school-houses, 
a tax for ^oeA may be levied, to the amount of $400, wiUiout a 
eertiieate from the Town Superintendent. 

Wheaever a minority of all the taxable inhabitants who are 
legal voters of any school district, to be ascertained by taking and 
recording the ayes and noes of such inhabitants attending at any 
annual f special or adjourned school district meeting legally called 
or held, determine that the sum proposed and provided to build a 
school house, shall be raised by instalments ; it is the duty of 
the trustees to eause the same to be levied, raised and coUectexl, 
in equal annual instalments, in the same manner, and with the 
like authority that other school district taxes are raised, levied 
and cdleoted, and to make out their tax list and warrant, for the 
eollaction of aueh instalmeats as they become payable according 
to the vote of the said inhabitants ; but the payment or collection 
of the last instalment can not be extended beyond five years from 
the tioM such vole was taken ; and no vote to levy any such tax 
can be recoastdered except at an adjourned general or special 
meeting to be held within thirty days thereaHKr, and the same 
BM^rky is required for reconsideration as is required to levy such 
lax. 

By § 71 (No. 93) and § 74 No. 96, the inhabitaoto are author^ 
ned, whenever the site of their school-house has been legally 
ahanged, to direct the sale of the former site or lot and the buiIcK 
ings thereon, and appurtenances, or any part thereof, at such 
price and upon such terms a%they shall deem roost advantageous 
la th -distriel. 



Bf t)*6 TMth Bernkm of the aot «f 1847, (Na IM) it^is pwMt- 
ed ^hat " whemever the number of vokimes in xke dmtticl librarj 
•f any district numbering over fifty children betwe^ the agfe el* 
fbar and tweoty-one years, shall ^Lceed one hundted iDdtweMy*- 
ive; or of any district numberini^ ifty childrea or \e9B^ between 
the said ages shail exceed one hundred voluoias, the tnbabitaftts 
•f the district qualified to vote therein, may, at m^cid or -cnwiMrf 
meeting^ duly notified for that purpoie, by a majority of votesi, sjjh 
propriate the whole or any part of the library Aioney belonging to the 
district for the current year, to the pnrcbase «£ Jiwp*, ^fo*c*, 
UeBck'boardSf or other ieientific appavaJtus; for the mte vfihe Hhoelf'*^ 
wnd in every district having the required nnmber of volumes ia 
the district library, and the maps, gkiSnts, black^lnMrds and other 
apparatus aforesaid, the said moneys, witk the appr»bation-0f the 
iStdie Superintendent may be applied to the 'pKymeAtof teaeheM 
wages.' 

The object of this enactment is two-fold. It is designed in the 
first instance, to secure to every district at least eoe hm^dred 
vohimes of suitable books for a district library ; and to diatrlals 
numbering over fifty children, ofie hundred and twentynfive ; and 
in the second, to authoriice the inhabitants of any district so su^ 
plied, when duly convened for that special ptt> pes6, to approjSwate 
so nrach of the library fbnd for the ourtent year, as they naajr 
thittk proper, to the purchase of mlips, globes, black4)oards tir 
scientific apparatus, for theiiReof the schocrf,' or 4o the payment «f 
teachers wages when authorized hy the SttfteiSkiperintewient. In 
the absence of any snch appropriation, hrwbenever any halaaoeTe^^ 
mains unappropriated, (he Hbrar y snoney, cir 'sueh 4inapprepriated 
balance, roust be appKed to the purchase of beoke ; and in aiqr 
event,that money must be expended for the one or theother of these 
^rposes, on or before the first day'of October in eaeh year* «Itie 
respectfully recommended to the inhabitants of those distvrotsiwhkfli 
mre already supplied withtherequistte mimher of books,and of others, 
whenever they shall reach the specified number, to arail them* 
Hfhres of the power thus confert^ upon them, to supply ikeir 
■dhool with those useful articles of scteirtiftc appavatos^whi^^se 
materiaHy condnce tb the improvement of the piiptiis. Independ^ 
ently of this appropriation, no district 'shoiid dispense iwilh .a 
hlack-'beard; and if suitable maps, gioWs and ttrlewef the' meoe 
airaple nleana of tttusitrating ^he eleMehtary trtitks^f science^ can 
he superadded, the lihrary money ibr -two er ilhree years eannot 
peHiaps be move advantageotlsly apprepnstted. In ^ meett thB% 
the books on hand can be generally read ; and such additions Se 
the library as the growing wants and increased InteHigence of\he 
district may re<{uire, can then be from time to time precorecL 
^he advice <if the Town Superintendent nwiy at all times he hlfli 
•as to the most proper and jndicious «pproprial6sn of the fund te 
Hhe pntposes provided for by the section amder toonsideration 

By the prbvision of the several acts relative to •sehed' district 
libraries, (No. 15ft et teq.\ tl^ inhabitants of the several districts 
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mNbt antholizeif to Jaj a tax, dot eicceedipg tw^tjr iollara ion tbe 
firiBt year, and ten dollars for each svibseq^i^ent year, for the pur- 
chase of a district hbrary, consisting , of such boQks as they shall ip 
their district meting direct^ and such further sum as they mjj 
deem necessary for the purchase of a book-c^se. 

Thewe provisions, it will be observed^ are entirely distinct from 
those which relate to the purchase pf books with the public 
ittoneys provided, by the act of 1838. They are CQnfiue4 to such 
books as are obtained by me^ns of a district tax; and wherevgr 
the inhabitants do not choose to place the latter on the sam^ 
fidofing with the fornier, the distinction should be carefully oh* 
serv- d. The library directed to be purchased with ;the pi^Uc 
money provided for thai purpose, is to be selected by the trustees ; 
the inhabitants have no direct control over such selection ; and 
ike riiJes and regulatbns fi)r its governtnbnt ,are to fa^.p^escf r^ed 
by the Saperint^ndent alone ; while the library to be raised bj 
teue must consist ofsttch books as the inhld^itABts in districts 
meeting shall direct ; and the rules and regulations for its Q)an« 
•getnent may be adopted at such meeting. Still, both classes of 
books nay be placed upon substantially the saoae footing, by a 
genera] >direotion to the trustees as to the books jlo be purdiased^ 
and the adoption of the rules and regulations prescribed, by tbd 
Superintendent. 

By § 141 (No. 160,) the legal voters in any two or mox^ adjoii^ 
ing districts,may,with the approbation of the Superintendent, umt^ 
tbeir tibr«ry moneys, as they shall be receii^ed or lOolleote^* fmd 
purchase 9k joint hbrapy for the use of the inhabilaBts jof dl^chdicK 
^ot9, Co be selected by the trustees^ or such, persons m they sbaji 
vte^ignate, and to be placed under the charge of a librarian to be 
appointed by them. 

By section 143 of the same act, (No. 162) the legal voters \n 
any district are authorized to direct the trustees to apply to, the 
Superintendent to select and forward to the county derk :for the 
use of the district, a library. 

By sub. 9 of §82, (No. 103,) the power of inh^lutaias of di9- 
UnotB to direct the division of the public ; (teacher's) itK>oey, into 
tftot exceed pffrg four portions for each year, and to asstgn .aaid apply 
one ^f $uoh portions to each term taught during the- year ' by . a 
duly qualified teacher, is expressly recognized. .' 

Where by reason of the inability to collect aay tax, there &ti all 
be a deficiency in the amount raised, the inhabitants 6f the > dis- 
trict tn district nr>eetiag, are empowered to direct the raising, of a 
^stffficient sum to supply buch deficiency, by tax.-*-§ 84,, (No. 
105.) 

By § 46, (No. 72,) " If the Town Superintendent of common 
«ehools m any town, shall require in writing, the attendance rqf 
♦he Town Superintendents of ^ny other town or towns, at a joint 
^meeting for the purpose of altering a school district formed from 
ibeir respective towns, and a tnajor part of the Towa guper in- 



tendents notified shall reftise or neglect to attend, die Town 9»- 
penntendents attending, bj a majoritj of votes, may call a special 
district meeting of such district, for the purpose of deciding on 
such proposed alteratbn ; and the decision of such meeting shall 
be as valid as if made by the Town Snperintendebts of s\\ the 
towns interested, but shall extend no further than to <MssolYe the 
district formed from such towns." 

The powers conferred upon the inhabitants ot school districts 
must be strictly pursued, and can in no case be exceeded. No 
vote or proceeding of a district meeting can be legal, for whi<^ an* 
thority is not expressly or by necessary implication, to be derived 
from the statute. 

2. CHANGE OF SITE OF SCHOOL HOUSE. 

By § 73, (No. 95,) it' is provided that "" whenever a sehod- 
house shall have been huih or purchased for a district, the site of 
stich schod-house shall not be changed, nor the building therecn 
be removed, as long as the district ikaU remain unaJUred^ unless 
by the consent, in writing, of the Town Superintendent of common 
schools^ of the town or each of the towns within which such difr* 
trict shall be situated, stating that in their opinion such removal is 
necessary ; nor then., unless a majority of ^1 the taxable inhabi* 
tants of said district to be ascertained by taking and recording die 
i^ea and noes at a special meeting of such district eailed for thai 
purpose^ shall be in favor of such new site." 

This provision is designed to secure permanency in the location 
of the district school-house, while the circumstances under which it 
was so located remain substantially the same. But when an aU 
•teration has taken place in the district, $inoe such ioecUion^ eitiaat 
by the addition of new inhabitants, and the consequent annexation 
of new terrkory, from the adjoining districts, or by the setting off 
of a portion of the inhabitants and territory to some other district, 
then, the reason for the enactment failing, s^ change of site may be 
voted by a majority of the altered district, in the usual manners 
When the new site is again established, either in thiii manner, or 
by a two-third vote, as provided ki the section above quoted, and a 
bouse buih the same principle again prevails. No further alterar 
tion can be made while the district remains substantially in the 
same condition as when the new site was fixed. 

The alterations here referred to must be such as are made in the 
territorial boundaries of the district. Chan^^s-of residence by the 
inhabitants removing out of the district* or the removal of persons 
into it from other districts, cannot be deemed altemtions within the 
meaning of the law, while ihe territory remains the same. 

When the district has not been altered, and a change of site is 
proposed, the consent, in writing, of the Town 8u[H*rintendent, as 
above specified is requisite, and in adiiition thereto, a vote of # 
vuj^ority of the taxable inhabitants <if the district who are leg^ 
mter^ presmtand voting, by ayes and noes. No taxable in babjr 
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tant who is not a legal voter of the district can rote therein on any 
question ; nor is it necessary that a majoritjr of all the taxable in^ 
habitants or legal voters residing in the district should be obtained ; 
but only of a majority of those present and voting at a meeting 
duly notified. — Per Morgan Supt. April 1851. 

Experience has shown that by far the most fertile feowrees of 
contention and difficulty in the various school districts, originatiB 
from the proceedings of the inhabitants connected with the change 
of the site of tlaefr school-house. Such a measure should, therbfore, 
only be adopted when the convenience and accommodation of the 
inhabitants will be essentially promoted thereby ; when the altered 
situation of the district imperatively requires a change ; and evea 
then, the full and hearty concurrence not merely of a clear audi 
decided majority of the district, but of the inhabitants generally^ 
should be secured, before any final decision is made. There must 
always be a portion of the inhabitants, residing at the extremities 
, of the district, who will experience more or less inconvenience, at 
particular seasons of the year, in consequence of their distan^ie 
from the school^house : but it is better that these partial incon- 
veniences should be submitted to, than that they should be trans- 
ferred to others and the whole district plunged into a contention 
respecting the site. But when, in consequence of the enlargement 
of the boundaries of the district, a change is indispensable, the in- 
habitants should come together in a conciliatory and friendly spirit, 
liaving no other object in view than the best interests of the dis- 
trict and the convenience of the greatest number : and their action 
should be deliberate and circumspect — reconciling, as fbr as pos- 
sible, the interests of all, and rejecting every proposition calculated 
to sow the seeds of dissension or disturbance in any portion of the 
district ^— bearing in mind that a mere, numerical triumph, leaving 
a large minority dissatisfied and irritated, however gratifying to 
the successful party, for a time, is but a poor compensation for a 
divided and distracted district, and an embittered and hostile neigh- 
borhood. 

^7 § 74, (No. 96,) it is provided that whenever the site of a 
school house shall have been changed as herein provided, the in- 
habitants of the district entitled to vote, lawfully assembled at 
•ny district meeting, shall have power by a majority of the votes 
• of those present, to direct the sale of the former site or lot, and 
the buildings thereon, and appurtenanc es, or any part thereof, at 
ftuch price, and upon such terms as they shall deem most advan- 
tageous to the district ; and any deed duly executed by the 
trustees of such district, or a majority of them, in pursuance of 
«uch direction, shall be valid and effectual to pass all the estate or 
interest of such school district in the premises intended to be 
conveyed thereby, to the grantee named in such deed ; and >^en 
a credit shall be directed to be given upon such sale, for the con- 
sideration money, or any part thereof, the tru-tees are author* 
ized to take in their corporate name^ such security by bond 



•ad Btorl^i^^e. or otharwise, for the payment thereof, ib thej_ shall 
d^eiu 'beat,and lo hold the saise as a corporation, and sccouni there- 
for to their successors in office and lo the distrit^ in the manner 
they are now required by law to account for moneys received bj 
themi and the trustees of any. such district for ihe time being, 
way in their name of office, sue far and recover the moneys due 
«nd unpaid U|)On any security so taken by them, or tlieir prede- 
eessoTB in office, with interest and costs. 

By I 75, (No. 97,) ^1 moneys arising from any sale made in 
pttrsuance of tlie last preceding section, shall be appropriated to 
the payment of the expenses incurred in procuring a new ?ile, 
and in removing or erecting a nchool bouse, or either of them, so 
£ar a« such application thereof shall be deemed necesaary. 



( OF SITE OP SCHOOL-BOUSE. 

When the site of a scbool-houee is lo be fixed, it should be des- 
ignated with dislinctness and precision. It is very common in 
many Qf the districts to vote a site in general terms, as at or near 
a particular spot, belio^a two points, or by othe 
scriptions ; and in some instances, the precise 
left lo the discretion of the trustees, or of a ct 
for that purpose. All this is directly conlrar; 
habitants in district meeting assembled, are to " 
a district school-house," and this designntion i 
explicit, and must be described by metes anc 
Icnowti and permanent land marks, to enable th 
the site, and to contract for and receive a titl 
the best rule will he to make such a description as would be requi- 
red in a deed of the premises. 

4 BDiLDiira, HiRiNe, puschasinq and bifaiboto op SCHOtS. 

HOUSES, AtJD PHOVIOING PDBinTtmB AJHB APPKHDASEB. 

Wlien a tax is votei 
a school-bouse, it is im 
be raijsed shoiUd be at 
be expended in the ' 
wood-house, necessary 
cifically set forth in th 
table that a commitu 

ding the trustees who * 

work, should be appol 
Town Superintendeat, 
ages and appurtenanct 
e7:pense, and to submii 
Mnctionand approval ui luc uiBinuu 

From this proceeding many useful results would follow. The 
trustees would be placed in possession of all the information ne- 
iJMWry to enable jhera suHicienlly and syateipatically to discharge 
<hwr duties, in icgnlracting for and superintending the erection (^ 



<h^ hoMse } an oprportniiity wotild be afforded -of obtamiDg^ &ni (!on- 
^pariii^ Ihe best models of ardiitectuie, and the inhabitants would 
be enabled to discoss at their leisctre the sev^al plans snbmhted, 
w)d to consult their convenience, tast« and accommodation in the 
several detail 

The volume of " School Architecture," by the Hon. Henbt 
Baknakdj of Ochnnecticut, 1^11 be ^und exceedingly valuable, in 
tfie construction 6ralteratidn of dchool-houses, and should, when- 
ever practicable, be consulted. 

TkeeelKK)l-house, when built or purchased, should never be per- 
mitted to remain for any length of tiime out of repair. It is the 
dirty of tbe trustees to ieep it in repair, ^and the dista'ict should, 
♦wbenever cttlled upon, provide for the expense. They should ale& 
see that the school-rooms are properly furnished with fuel, prepared 
#OTase; that aAlHie necessary articles of furniture are provided; (hat 
the seats, desks and other fixtures are in good condition, -and that 
tfcte 4^rtot library^ the fipparatus for the school, and all the other 
property of the district, is properly taken care of, and such articles 
vsmne wanted, {>rompt]y famished. In other words, the district 
thoold ezerdse a constant supervision over its officers, and provide 
the means for an efficient discharge of their duties. 

When it is supposed that more than four hundred dollars will 
iie iseoessary to bvild, bire, or purchase a school-»bouse, cane should 
be taken to procure the certificate of the Town Superintendent 
-h^of^-^etti'S. is voted by t^e district, us stieh certificate seems 'by 
ihe aet *aiid lias been held by the department to be indispensable, is 
authorize the vote. If there be a site and house, they should be 
cold, and the proceeds appHed first to the purchase ef : the new site, 
jttd next U> the building. And whatever sum is applicable to Ito 
erection or pqrchase^ of ^e school-house nrast, acoorditig ta<a- de- 
cisionpf the department., go in reduction of the amount whidi 
the district may vote for a school-house.— (2^ci«toiw, 'jo. 188.) 
^nnis,'if the Ibrmerstte and building sell for 300 dollars, and 50 
doikirs^be applied io the procuring a new site^ the remaining ^150 
\Miars hnrng applicaMe to the new bouse, the distriet cannot vote 
a tax of more than 250 dollars for the building, without the oon- 
mnt of die Town : Superintendent 

Th«> following wiH be « proper formt fof a resolution for raising 
la tax f^ the erection ef a school«'house : 

The certificate of the Town Superintendent of common schools 
-of'tkc'towiitef having been obtained, that in bis opiniei^ 

tt krgvT'SUniftlum fotti^ hundred dollars ought to be raised for build» 
Ing » iscliool^poase in the said district, namely, the sum of si^ htu^ 
4tf0A •dollars, JTw^ whatever ^e whole su m may be.] 

Muehed, ffyuX the said sum of six hundred tlollars be raisedlyf 
tax upon the said district, for the purpose of building a sehoci- 
liottse >therem. # 

Theresolatbn for Ike purchase of a site shootd be distinct, ani 
asiay be in the fbUowing fcrm : 



Re9ohedy That the sum of fifty dollars be raised 1^ tax npoa 
the said district, for the purchase of the site for a new sohtwl-hoose 
heretofore designated by the legal voters thereof. 

Either or both of the above taxes may be raised, btH cannot 
be expended before a site is purchased and a legal tide procu- 
red. 

A tax having been voted to build a school-house, the tax list 
made out and a warrant issued, the collection of the tax cannot be 
suspended by vote of a district meeting. — C<mi. School Dec,, 6^. 
>But where no proceedings have been had in pursuance of such vote, 
it may be rescinded. — IcL 261. 

Where a tax is voted in express terms, a direction subsequently 
given as to the time and manner of its collection, is void.— A 
282. 

Where the inhabitants of a school district authorize the tm^ 
tees or any other person to select a site for a sebooKhouse, it is 
not a legal site until subsequently fixed by a vote of the inhabit 
ants. — Id. 853. 

Where the title to the site of a district schoel-hoase £ftils, a new 
site may be fixed by a majority vote, without the certificate ei the 
Town Superintendent.— /rf. 107, 182, 142, 195. 

When the site of the school-house has bee^ fixed, it may be 
changed by a majority of votes, at fwy time before the sebool-house 
is built or purchased. — IcL 182. 

In voting a tax to purehsse a site, a sufficient sum may be indv^ 
ded to cover i^ necessary expenses in perfeeting^ the U^ to ^ 
premises. 

The fact that the site of a schooUliouse is covered by a mortgage 
does not affect the validity of the proceedings of a school meeting, 
kt voting to build upon it ; although upon timely applksation the 
Superintendent might not permit the house to be cotistrticted until 
the lien was removed. 

Where the title to the site of a school-house cousin of a lease 
of the ground so long as it shall continue to be used fbr the purposes 
of a district schod, if the inhabitants appnopriate the kmd to ai^ 
other purpose, u reverts to the grantor. 

A contract for the purchase of land intended to be occupied as 
^le site for a school-house, is not strictly a lease, although the ven- 
.dee may for some purposes be regarded as a tenant. Where such 
a contract is not ei^cuted by the performance of its conditions, it 
does not amount to a purchase. But where such conditions have 
been performed, the vendees have an equitable ti^, and the court 
^ chancery would enforce the performance of the eontract on the 
part of the vendor. A presumption in favor of such pctrformanoe 
would, it seems, arise from the circumstaaee of long; ppssassioa on 
the part of the district. 

Where a school district has been altered, afier the ortginid estali- 
lishment of its site, either by adding to or dimtnislMng from its ter- 
ritory, so that the site is no longer central Ixr eiNivenieat, su«h site 
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may be change^ by a vote of a majority of the inhabitante of tbe 
district, at any meeting, annual or special ; but afler such changp 
has been effected, and a new site established, and a new house built 
or purchased, the site cannot again be changed until some further 
alteration occurs in the boundaries of the district, without the con- 
sent of the Town Supenntendent and a minority of the voters (^ 
the district, in the mode prescribed by the 7dd section of the school 
act. [No. 95.] 

The costs and expenses of a bill in equity to perfect the title to 
the site of a school-house, held under an agreement by the owner 
to convey, may legally be defrayed by a tax to be voted by the dis- 
trict — Per Young, SufU 

Where the inhabitants of a school district have, by a vote to that 
effect, aothoriised the trustees to go on and make repairs, or to do 
any other lawful acts involving an expenditure of money, they will 
be required to save the trustees harmless, if the latter have acted in 
good faith. But where trustees undertake to do any act which 
they are not by law authorized to do, in the absence of any 'direc- 
tions on the part of the district, it is at their own peril. The inhab- 
itants may ratify their proceedings by a subsequent vote ; but if 
they do not choose to do so,the trustees are without remedy. — Oom. 
School Jkc. 41, 222. 

A school-house built by subscription may, if under the control of 
the trustees, be kept ia repair by a tax on the property of the dis- 
trict.~7rf. 47. 

There can be no partnership in the erection of a school-house, 
which will prevent the district from eontroUing it entirely for tbe 
purposes of the district school. — Id. 201, 290. 

No more money can be legally expended on a school-house than 
is necessary for common school purposes. An additional room can 
not be provided for a select school — Id. 203. 

A tax should not be voted by the inhabitants of a district for re- 
pairing the school-house, where the district has no title to the site» 
and the owner has forbidden the repairs to be made. — Id. 60, 
187. 

Nor should ^ t^'to build a school-house be imposed or expended 
until the district has acquired such an interest in the site as to be 
able to control the hou&e. — Id. 168. 

A tax cannot be raised to build a school-house on a site se- 
lected without legal authority. — Baker v. Freeman, 9 Wendall, 
86. 

Where a school-house is built by subscription, a tax may be voted 
for its purchase, if the district has title to the site on which it stands. 
—Id. 19a. 

Tbe rule of law is, that the right of property in all permanent 
erections upon lands, resides in the owner of the soil. Tbe latter 
is therefore the legal owner of a school-house erected without his 
permission on bis land. But if such schoolrhouse was originally 
placed there mih his permissioD,tlie district has a right to dmet ks 
reiMval.— P#r YoiTNa, S^pL 
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l*he inbabitants of a cHstrict m&y legally vote a tax to enlargB 
their school house, notwithstanding it may already hare cost "5400, 
without a certificate from the Town Superintendent.- — Id, 

Where a school house is so decayed aa in the opinion of A 
majority of the district to be no longer suitable for the purposes 
of the school, a tax may be voted in the usual manner for build- 
ipg a new one on the same site. — Per Spencer, SupH> 

Inhabitants of school districts cannot, by a vote to thtd; effsc^. 
Authorize the trustees to provide fuel in any other mode than 
those prescribed by law. — Com. School Dec, 2^4. 
' Nor can they dispose of any portion of the district property, 
unless in the eases and in the manner specifically pointed out by 

law. 

Although the inhabitants of a district may direct the difision of 
the teachers* money for the current year into portions, applicable 
\o the respective school terms, they cannot so appropriate the 
money fbr the succeeding year : nor can they direct such ditisidi 
after its appropriation by the trustees on a sp^ifie contract with 
« teacher: 

A tax may be levied in a scliool diistriet to build 8t wxx)d house 
and necessary. — Com, School' Dec, 21. 

Money cannot be raised by tax in a school district fbr eontin* 
^ftnt purposes. — Id, 283. 

A tax to purchase a district library cannot fee ' voted at 6; meist* 
ing of which no notice is required to be given : e. g. an adjourned 
meeting, where the adjournment is for a less period ttian on^ month. 

A tax cannot be laid to erect a building to be occupied yotJt^ 
as a school house and a meeting house.^-^. 29d. 

When the whole amount of a tax raised fdr any^ additional pur- 
pose is not required for such purpose, the balance rftay be applied 
by vote of the district to any other au^orized ol^ect. — Id: 8lo. 

A tax cannot be voted for arrearages generally, or toreimburte 
trustees or other officers of the district for moneys expended by 
them, unless it appears by the vote that the money is to be ap- 
plied to one of the objects ftr which taxes may by law be raised. 
^Id. 316. 

A vote of the district is necessary to raise by tax the excess 
heyond S400 certified to be necessary for building a schodl-hbuse. 

A t^x may be ^oted for the erection of a fence arouQ4 the 

$chool-house lot ; and for a helL 

-. • ' - ■ ; ' » 

5. MODE OF PROCEEDIl^G IN DISITRICT MJSETINa. 

As a general rule, the poactual attendanee of theiiUiabiteits of 
Uiodiatriet should be secured by, the organization of die' meting 
id the appointed hmir, afler making a fair allowAnoey 45ay ten or 
fLftmxkjam^A^ for the variatkn of ^uo^aii; ftt the ^xptmtlqn 

M. ^ 






of wbkli tlrne^ tkose in attei»knGe^: MiMerer mskf be Ibelk^^ mrsr^ 
ber, should organize, by the appointment of a moderator. Any 
number of inhabitants, however small, are, ad before observed, 
competent to the transaction of the business for which the meeting 
was called ; but if there be only a very small number present, 
it will be advisable to adjourn the mieeting. The clerk of the 
district, if present, will act as clerk of the meeting; and incase 
of his absence, any other inhabitant of the district may be desig- 
nated* by the meeting to act as clerk pro tern. The inhabitants 
will then proceed to the transaction of the business for wfiich they 
were convened. 

Where the ofiicers of the district are to be chosen, the choice 
should b6 by ballot, separately for each office; and this rctode of 
proceeding should never be dispensed with where there is reason 
tQ believe any difference of opinion exists as to the proper person 
to be chosen. Where no such difference of opinion exists, it is 
Still, better to regard the choice by ballot as the regular mode, ^and^ 
when dispensed' wiCh in any individual case, it should be done' by 
express^ resolution. All other business of the meeting should ^b6 
transacted by written resolutions, regularly put to vote in the 
customary manner ; and where, for any reason, the result cannot 
be accurately asceti;ained; the numbers voting for or against any 
resolution should be determined by a count, or by ayes and noes. 
For this purpose it would be well for the clerk to have always 
in readiness a list of the legal voters of the district, with a series 
of columns attached,, to designate the manner in which each per- 
son votes on any question that may be submitted. When the sitb 
ii» to be changed in a district that has not been altered, the law 
specifically requires the vote to be takeii by ayes and nays. Such 
list may be in the following form. 



Nameii of Voters. 



Bite of schl 
hotise. 



On change of On motion to 



III ■ I ' J** , " ■! V 

John Morehouse,. . 

Jacob Curtis, 

Hv^miis Bndd....... 

WilUiiUi OonroU... 
Henry BelUft,..,.^,. 
Frederick Sough... 



.Ayes. 



Nays. 



build seh'ool 
house. 



Ayes. 



Kays. 



On resolut'n 
to raise tax 
of $160. 

Ayes. Noes. 



On resolut'n 
to raise tax 
for apparat^ 



11 Ayes. N 



.3 



'No^ft. 



i-- 



I 4 
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6, ]iOpi4 OF KEEPING MINUTER, -AJID RECOBPS OF T5£ 

PROCEEDINGSr. r 

Tlie:pers«i acfing as clerk should keep accurate minutes of the 
^rooeedinga o* loose sheeta of paper; and before the meeting i^ 
finally adjourned these minutes should be read and approved .by 
tbe ^meeting, and signed by the moderator and clerk, and after- 
wards- tranifenjed into the record book of the : dbtricti* Jh^ i^ 
iowing general form may be used for this purpose * 



F^rm of MimOei to be kep$ hjf the DUiritl Okrk^ o^ pr^cetdin^i 

of District Meetihff9, 

At a meeting of the legal voters of school district numher 
in the town of held pursuant to a^ournment, at on the 

day of 18 , [or, if it he the annual meeting^ say ^^ai an 
annual meeting o/*, ^c.y h^ld pursuant to appointment and public 
notice, ai^^ S^c. Or if it he a special meeting^ say, " at a special 
meeting of ^c., called hy the trustees of send district, and pursu- 
a^ to ^cicU notice, cU, Sfc. on the day of, Sfc^^ A 

B. was chosen moderator, and C. D. was present as district dier 
(or if the clerk be not present, say E. F. was appointed clerk pra 
tem, the district clerk being absent.) 

Resolved unanimouslj, (or hy a majority of voters present, as 
ike case may he,) [^here enter the proceedings of the district in the 
form of resolutions, dnd with <u much precision and certainty ins 
possiwe,'} 

Where the subject of a change of site in an unaltered district 
has been under discussion, and a determination had by the dis^ct, 
in the manner prescribed by law, the proceedings should be par- 
ticularly recorded, in the following form : 

At a meeting (k the )egal voters of district No. in the town 
of held at the school house, in pursuance of notice to all 

the legal voters therein, on tl^ day of 18 , A. B. was 
chosen moderator, and C^ D. was present as district derk, (or E. 
F. was (^pointed derk pro, tem, the district clerk being absent^ 
The written consent of the Town Superintendent of common 
schools of the town having been read, stating that in his opinion 
the removal of the site of the school house ip said district is neces- 
sary : And it having been moved and seconded that the present 
site of the ecbool house in the said district be changed, and that 
the northeast corner of lot No. 10 in the said town, (or of the farm 
now occupied by A. B. on the N, E. comer, formed by the inter* 
section of two certain roads, describing them,) be designated as the 
site of a school house for the said district, and the question taken 
by ayes and noes, it was carried, a tnajority of all those present 
at such special meeting voting for such removal, and in nivor of 
such new site : Those who voted in the affirmative were John 
Morehouse, Thomas Budd, Wm. Carroll and Frederick Hough ; 
those who voted in the negative, were Jacob Curtis and Henry 
Bettis. 

^ Ayes 4 Ndes 2. 

{In stadng the ayes and noes, the christian names of the voters,^ 
should be given.] 

[Or, and the question being taken by ayes and noes, it was lost, 
a ttiajority of all those present at the meeting not voting in favor 
thereof. The votes are then to be stated as before ] 

Aftet changing the site of the school house in the manner 
before prescribed^ the voters of the district, at the same or any 
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mibsequent meeting, may pass a resolution, by a majority of those 
present, in the ordinary mode, directing the trustees to s^ll the 
house, according to No. 96 ante. 

7. QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS. 

Great difficulty has been heretofore experienced in ascertaining 
the requisite legal qualifications for voters in school district meel- 
ings. The act of 1847, has removed this difficulty by defining 
them particularly, and has pointed out the means of ascertaining 
the right of any individual to vote in such meetings, by a challenge, 
§59, 60, 61, (Nos. 81, 82, 83.) 

The following general qualifications are required in all cases : 

1. The voter must be a male. 

2. Of full age, that is, twenty-one years old, or more. 
8. He must be an actual resident of the district. 

In addition to the above, the voter must possess one or <^het of 
the following qualifications : 

4. He must be entitled by law to hold land in this state, and 
must own or hire real property in the district, subject to taxatiom 
for school purposes ; or, 

5, He must be authorized to vote at town meetings of the town 
in which the district, or part of a district is situated — and in ad- 
dition thereto must have paid a rate bill for teachers' wages in 
the district within one year preceding, or must have paid a dis- 
trict tax within two years preceding, or must be owner of personal 
property liable to be taxed for school purposes in the district, ex- 
ceeding fifty dollars in value, exclusive of what is exempt front 
execution. 

Under the above 4th division are included two classes of per- 
sons — citizens owning or hiring real property, subject to taxation, 
and aliens not naturalized, who have filed the affidavit prescribed 
by § 16 of title 1, chap. 1, part 2, Rev. Stat, of their intention to 
become citizens, and of hgtving taken the necessary incipient mea- 
sures for that purpose, and who own or hire real property in the 
district subject to taxation for school purposes. It does not extend 
to those who have personal property, but neither own nor hire 
real property. The provision was intended to meet the case of 
residents, who although not entitled to vote at town meetings, may 
have a strong interest in the proceedings of district school meetings. 

Any resident of the district, who owns or hires real estate 
liable to taxation in the district, whether he pays the tax on such 
property himself or not, and whatever may be its value, and wheth- 
er he holds it by a written or verbal lease, (if for one year or less) 
is a legal voter, at any district meeting, even though he may not 
have resided either in the State or CJounty for a sufficient length 
of time to enable him to vote at town meetings or elections. 

In reference to the above 5th division, those ^'citizens of the 
several towns in this state, qualified by the constitution to vote for 
elective officers," are induded^provided they possess the other requi^ 

13 
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site qoalifieations. Of course, persoos olaimiBg to vote at distriet 
meetings wider this qitalificaiion must have been inhabitants of the 
state for one year, of the county for six months immediately preced- 
ing, and mustthen be actual residents of the town. To these must be 
added some one of the qualifications above specified in division 5, 
By § 60 and § &l,(Noa 82 and 83, Jit is provided that '^If any person 
oiiering to vote at any school district meeting, shall be challenged 
as unqualified by any legal voter in such district, the chairman 
presiding at such meeting shall require the person so ofiering, Uy 
make the following declaration : " I do declare and affirm that I 
am an actual resident of this school district, and that I am qualified 
to vote at this meeting." And every person making such declara- 
tion shall be permitted to vote on all questions proposed at such 
meeting ; but if any person shall refuse to make sudi declaration, 
his vote shall be rejected. 

" Every person who shall wilfully make a false declaration' of 
his right to vote at a district meeting, upon being challenged as 
herein before provided, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for a term not 
exceeding one year, nor less than six months, at the discretion of 
the court ; and any person voting at any district meeting without 
being qualified, shail, on conviction, be subject to a fine of ten 
dollars, to be sued for and recovered by the trustees of the district 
for its use, and with costs of suit, before any justice of the peace.'' 

The proceedings of district meetings where illegal votes are 
alleged to have been given, will not be set aside, unless it is shown 
on appeal, 1st, that such votes were actually illegal ; 2d, that they 
affected the result ; and 3d, that they were legally challenged upon 
being offered, or that they were not at the time known to be 
illegaL 

8. RECONSIDERATION OP PROCEEDINGS. 

The inhabitants of school districts may regonsider and repeal, 
alter and modify their proceedings at any time before they have 
been carried into effect, either wholly or in part. But the inten- 
tion to do so, should be explicitly set forth in the notice of the 
meeting called for that purpose. When, however, contracts have 
actually been entered into, liabilities incurred,, or expenditures of 
money had, in the prosecution of any measure directed by the dis- 
trict, a reconsideration will not be sanctioned, as no means exists 
to indemnify those who may be losers thereby. 

9. TAXES SHOULD BE SPECIFICALLY VOTED. 

Where a tax is voted by the inhabitants for any purpose, the 
specific amount of the tax, and the particular purpose for which 
it is designed, should be fully and clearly stated. And where 
several objects of expenditure are to be provided for, the amount 
to be raised for each should be expressed in the resolution, in order 
that the district and the trustees may know the precise extent of 
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their liability, and the mode of its application. There may be 
caseSy however, where the necessary amount to be raised, cannot 
be ascertained with any approach to accuracy ; and in such cases 
the district may direct the performance of specific acts by the 
trustees, or authorize them to incur such expenses as may be 
necessary to the accomplishment of a particular object to be speci- 
fied; and the trustees are then authorized by §109, of the act o£ 
1847, fNo. 129,) to raise such amount by tax upon the district 
in the same manner as if the definite sum to be raised had been 
voted. This general delegation o£ authority should, however, be 
resorted to only in cases of necessity. 

CHAPTER IV. 



TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

These ofiicers are to be chosen by the inhabitants of the district 
entitled to vote, at their first meeting, and thereafter at any annual 
or special meeting legally ^convened, whenever there is a vacancy, 
by expiration of their term of office or otherwise. In case of the 
existence of a vacancy, by the death, refusal to serve, removal out 
of the district, or incapacity of the incumbent, unless such vacancy 
is supplied by a district meeting within one month thereafter, it is 
the duty of the Town Superintendent of common schools to appoint 
some person to supply such vacancy *in which case the person so 
appointed holds his office for the unexpired term, § 63, (No. 85.) 
The expiration of their term of office, also creates a vacancy ; and 
if, for any reason, the annual meeting passes over without the elec- 
tion of officers, ample provision is made, (see § 66-68, (No. 88-90,) 
for the calling of a special meeting to supply such vacancy. 

By § 79, (No. 100,) every person duly chosen or appointed to 
any such office, who without sufficient cause shall refuse to serve 
therein, shall forfeit the sum of five dollars ; and every person so 
chosen or appointed, and not having refused to accept, who shall 
neglect to perform the duties of his office, shall forfeit the sum of 
ten dollars. 

By § 80, (No. 101,) ** any person chosen or appointed to any 
such office, may resign the same by presenting his resignation to 
the Town Superintendent of the town where such officer shall re- 
side, who is authorized for sufficient cause shown to him to accept 
the same, and the acceptance of such resignation shall be a bar to 
the recovery of either of the penalties mentioned in the preceding 
section. The Town Superintendent accepting the resignation shall 
give notice thereof to the clerk, or to one of the trustees of the ^ 
school district to which the officer resigning shall belong." 

By § 6 of the act of 1847, (No. 30,) "no Town Superintendent 
of common schools, shall be eligible to the office of trustee of a 
school district ; and no person chosen a trustee, can hold the office 
of district clerk." 



196 

By § 63 of the act of 1647, (No. 85,) it is provided that « the 
trustees of each of the several school districts next hei*eafter to be 
chosen, shall be divided by lot into three classes, to be numbered 
one, two and three ; the term of office of the first class shall be one 
year ; of the second, two ; of the third, three ; and one trustee only 
shall thereafter annually be elected, who shall hold* his office for 
three years, and until a successor shall be duly elected or appoint- 
ed. In case of a vacancy in the office of either of the trustees, 
during the period for which he or they shall have been respectively 
elected, the person or persons chosen or appointed to fill such va- 
cancy shall hold the office only for the unexpired term so becoming 
vacant." 

This extension of the official term of trustees to three years, 
combined with the annual choice of one of their number, is a very 
important improvement of the system, securing as it does, unifor- 
mity, stability and harmony in the councils of the district, and pre- 
venting that ignorance of its previous arrangements and affairs, 
which has so frequently been found not only to paralyze the exer- 
tions of new trustees, but to involve them in pecuniary embarrass- 
ment and subject them to personal liability. On the accession of 
a new trustee, under the present arrangement, he will find two 
experienced colleagues already in office, conversant with all the 
affairs of the district, and able and willing to aid and co-operate 
with him in the discharge of his duties. All the deliberations and 
actions of the board under. this arrangement, will partake of a 
greater uniformity, and become more systematic. Teachers will 
be likely to be retained for a longer period ; contracts will be likely 
to be mor^ promptly fulfilled, and taxes and rate bills to be more 
accurately made out and more speedily collected ; and order and 
harmony will gradually succeed to the chaotic confusion and irre- 
'gularity which have too generally characterized the records, the 
councils and the proceedings of trustees ignorant and careless of 
their duty, and anxious only to transfer the inextricable embarrass- 
ments of their district, unexplained and inexplicable, to their suc- 
cessors. 

One important operation of the provision in question, will be as 
before observed, to prevent the district from changing the time of 
its annual meeting, thereby avoiding those frequent misunderstand- 
ings as to the period when officers of the district are to be chosen, 
from which so many profitless and vexatious controversies have 
arisen. 

The duties of trustees may be arranged under the following 
general heads : 

1 , The receipt and application of public money. 
. 2. The calling of annual and special meetings. 

3. The assessment and collection of district taxes. 

4. The purchase or lease of sites ; building, hiring, or purchas- 
ing of school-houses, the repairing and furnishing such houses with 
necessary fuel and appendages, and their custody and safe-keeping ; 



197 

and the sale of such sites and houses when no longer required for 
district purposes. 

5. The employment of teachers, and their payment ; and the 
making out and collection of rate-hills. 

6. Their duties in reference to the district library. 

7. The making of annual reports. 

8. The accounting to their successors and the district) at the ex- 
piration of their term of office ; and paying over balances on hand. 

9. Suits by and against them. 
10. Miscellaneous provisions. 

I. THE RECEIPT AND APPLICATION OF PUBLIC MONEY, 

By the 10th section of the school act of 1847, (No. 35,) it is 
made the duty of the Town Superintendent to pay over the propor- 
tion of teacher's money to which each district may be entitled on 
its annual report for the preceding year, "on the written order of a 
majority of the trustees of such district to the teacher entitled to 
receive the same." 

This order may be in the following form : 

A. B. Esq. Town Superintendentijf common schools of the town 
of pay C. D. a teacher duly employed by us, and qualified 

according to law, fifteen dollars, that being the amount which he is 
entitled to receive, out of the iunds in your hands, applicable to the 
payment of teachers' wages, and apportioned to our district. Dated 
at this day of 18 

•g p 1 Trustees 
» r« ' XT* / District 

^- "• J No. 

Upon the day of the annual apportionment, or as soon as possible 
thereafter, the trustees should call upon the Town Superintendent, 
or send One of their number, or the clerk, with an order signed by 
them, or a majority of them, for the share of library money due 
their district. If the Town Superintendent withholds such money, 
without justifiable cause, it is the duty of the trustees to prosecute 
for the same.— § 114, (No. 134.) 

The teachers should, if possible, present their orders at the same 
time, so that all the public money belonging to the district may at 
once be paid over and duly receipted. 

To entitle a district to its share of teachers' money, it must ap- 
pear from its annual report " that a school had been kept therein 
for at least six months during the year, ending at the date of such 
report, by a qualified tether," after obtaining a certificaie of com- 
petency from the proper authority ; that all the teachers' money 
received during the year has been expended in the payment .of 
such teacher ; " that no other than a duly qualified teacher had at 
any time during the year, for more than one month, been employed 
to teach the school in said district ; " and such report must, in all 
other respects, be in accordance with law, and the requisitions and 
instructions of the Saperintendent, made in pursuance of law. la. 
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other words, it must be in the form prescribed by the Superintend- 
ent, and must contain all the information required by law and by 
the department to be given. 

There are two classes of cases in which relief may be sought for 
the refusal of the Town Superintendent to apportion or pay over 
public money to a district. 

1st. Where it ia supposed his decision is erroneous upon some 
question of fact, or some principle of law. In such case the remedy 
is hy appeal to the State Superintendent, in the manner prescrib- 
ed by the regulations concerning appeals. The interest of the dis- 
trict, as well as of other districts, requires that the proceedings 
should be prompt, as an appeal stays further action by the Town 
Superintendent. 

2d. Where there has been any accidental omission to comply 
with any provision of law. or any regulation of the Superintendent, 
in consequence of which an apportionment of public money has 
not been made. In such cases a general authority is given to the 
State Superintendent^ by § 14 of the act of 1847, (No. 39,) to 
cause the apportionment to be made, on the equitable circumstances 
of the case, and a similar authority ^ is given in relation to library 
money by the last clause of § 6 of the act of 1839, § 142, (No. 
161. 

These provisions are intended only for cases of accidental and 
unintentional omissions, and the authority given by them will not 
be exercised where there is a wilful disobedience of law, or a per- 
verse and intended violation of any regulation. 

Applications for relief in this class of cases should be ftiade as 
soon as the omission is discovered, in order to prevent the incon- 
venience of correcting the apportionment after it has been acted 
upon ; and any unnecessary delay will in itself form a strong ground 
of declining to grant the relief desired. 

The facts and circumstances on which the application is founded 
iQust be verified by afiSdavit. 

APPLICATION OF SCHOOL MONEY RAISED BY OK BELONGING TO A 

TOWN. 

If there are any other common school funds belonging to the 
town, arising from their poor-moneys, or from their gospel and 
school lots, any portion of which is received by the trustees of a 
joint district, they are to apply such portion exclusively for the be- 
nefit of the parents of the children attending the school belonging 
to the town owning such fund. And the trustees should be careful 
not to apply any part of the money in their hands, coming from the 
common school fund belonging to a town, to the purchase of a libra- 
ry, or to any other purpose than the support of common schools. 

DIVISIONS OF TEACHEBS' MONEY INTO PORTIONS.' 

By subdivision 9 of § 82, (No. 103,) trustees are authorized "to 
divide the public moneys received by them, wheitever authorized 



by a Tote of their (listriol, into not excee^ng four portioiui for esch 
year ; and to assign and apply one of Euch p<»tions to each quarter 
or term, during which a echool Ehal) be k«pt in such diBlrict for the 
payment of the teachera' wages, during such quarter or term." 
Where no action is bad on the suhject by the district, trustees have 
the right to appropi'iate the pubiic money in snch proportions to 
the different terms as they may deem expedient. It is not essen- 
tial that the public money should be paid exclusively for services 
rendered during the year in which it is received : if the whole 
amount received be applied during the year to the payment of the 
compensation of qualified teachers, it is immaterial whether such 
wages were earned wholly during that year, or in part the year 
previous. It is of frequent occurrence for teachers to commence 
their term in November or December, and end in the succeeding 
spring ; and there is no impropriety or illegality in paying their 
wages for the whole term, wholly or in part, from the public money 
received after its close. 

The teaohers' money can be applied only to the benefit of aaok 
schools ae are established by trastees of dutricis in pursuance of 
law. — Cfem. ttchoelDw. 55. 

Where any portion of the teachers' money ii applied to the pay- 
ment of the wages of a teacher not duly qualified, or is otheririie 
illegally appropriated, the trustee*, under whose authority sueh ei- 
penditure is made, are personally liable to the district for the 
amoont— /i 213. 

ACCOUMX BOOKA. 

Trustees are require< 
to keep an account in a 
them, from thne to time 
ceived and paid Out by 
ment of all moveable pi 
count and statement is I 
at or before each annui 

diarge themselves on one page with the whole amount of inoney 
received by them, either frwa the Town Superintendent or on (ax 
lists or riite bills, specifying particularly the source whenae derived 
and tha titne when received ; and on the opposite page credit them- 
selves with' the reapeMive expenditures, and payments, specifying 
pai^ularly to whom, when paid, and for what purpose, and 
refening to the proper ¥0u<j«r8, on file, v(henever praclica- 
Ue. 

On another page they should makie ap accurate inventory of all 
d>e moveable properly belonging to the district, such as the library 
of the diatriet, steiting the number of volumes and their condition, 
and giving a catalogue of the hooka, wherever a general referenc* 
cannot propeily be made, as to the Ist, 2d, 3d, &.a^ series of thai 
Harper Library, or Nos. 1, 2, 3, &c^ of the Harper Library or 
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Familj Librarj, &c, &c., and tbe furniture, appendages, and ap- 
paratus of the school-room, specifjing each article, Tbe whole to 
be followed by a certificate in the following form : 

We, the subscribers, Trustees of District No. in the town 
Trenton, do hereby certify that the preceding, from page to 

page inclusive, contains a true and accurate account of alt 

Ihe moneys received by us for the use of said district, and of the 
expenditures thereof; and a correct statement and inventory of all 
the moveable property belonging to said district. 
Dated this day of 18 . 

A. B. 1 

C. D. > Ihistees. 

E. F.j 

LIBRARY MONEY. 



The library money is to be paid over to, or on the order of, a 
majority of the trustees, on its appearing froib the annual report 
that "the library naoney rectsived at the last preceding ap- 
portionment was duly expended according to law, (in the purchase 
•f books suitable for a district library, or in the purchase of maps, 
^obes, black-boards or other scientific apparatus for the use of the 
schools, in the cases and in the mode prescribed by the late law, 
and which will be heteafter considered,&c.,) on <^ before the first day 
of October subsequent to such apportionment." The report must 
uniformly be accompanied with a catalogue of the books and ap- 
paratus, &c., purchased since the last preceding catalogue was fur- 
nished, and must state accurately the number of volumes, and 
Aeir condition ; and when the money has been expended in the 
purchase of apparatus, &c., the authority under which such ex- 
penditure has been made, and a full and particular inventory of 
Ihe articles purchased, must be specifically reported, 

II. THE CALLING OF ANNUAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS. 

Trustees ha^e power to call special meetings of the inhabitants 
of their district liable to pay taxes, whenever they shall deem it 
Becessary and proper. This power should be liberally exercised 
for the benefit of the district ; and special tneetings should be call- 
ed by the trustees, whenever requested for a proper and legitimate 
purpose, by a respectable^ number of inhabitants. The trustees 
shduld act as a board, whenever such meetings are directed to be 
called ; and they, or a majority of them, when all have been noti- 
fied, may require the clerk of the district, either verbally or in wri- 
ting, to give the necessary notices to the inhabitants. The objedt 
•f the meeting should, in all cases, be specified in the notice* 
Where there is no clerk of the district, or he is absent or incapa* 
We of acting, any one of the trustees, designated by the boai*d, may 
jive the notices. 



201 

Where the time for holding the annual meeting has for any rea- 
son passed, without the election of officers, and neither the clerk 
nor aeting trustees give the necessary notices for a special meeting, 
authorized by § 68 (No. 90,) within twenty days thereafter, any 
inhabrtant of the district, qualified to vote, is authorized by § 66, 
(No. 88,) to notify such meeting in the manner provided by law, 
in ca^ of the formation of a new district ; and the officers chosen 
at any sucL special meeting hold their office until the next annual 
meeting. * 

III. ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF DISTRICT TAXES. 

This duty is one of the most difficult and perplexing devolved 
upon trustees ; requiring for its proper and legal exercise a strict 
conformity to the statutes in form as well as substance. A careful 
examination and collation of their various provisions in this respect 
becomes'indispensable. Any departure from the specific directions 
thus given is almost sure to subject the trustees to serious personal 
liability, for which no indemnity is provided, as well as to cause 
embarrassment and confusion in the aflfairs of the district gener- 
ally. 

In order to enable them to execute this portion of their duties 
with accuracy and ease, the several steps of the process will be 
distinctly and particularly pointed out ; and such directions given 
as will, it is hoped, prevent all liability to error in its future per- 
formance. 

' I. GENEEAL PROVISION. 

The general duty of trustees under this head, is comprised in 
the 3d and 4th subdivisions of § 82, (No. lOS,) and is as follows: 
" To make out a tax list of every distriot tax voted by any such 
meeting, (special, annual or adjourned,) containing the names of 
all the taxable inhabitants residing in the district at the time of 
making out the list, and the amount of tax payable by each inhab- 
itant set opposite to his name and to annex to such tax list a warrant 
directed to the collector of the district, for the collection of the 
sums in such Hst mentioned. 

2. TAX LIST WHEN TO BE MADE OUT. 

By § 99, (No* 122,) " Every district tax ^all be assessed, and 
the tax list thereof be made out by the trustises, and a proper war- 
rant attached thereto, vnthtn one month afber the district meeting 
in which the tax shall have been voted. 

The reason of this provision is obvious. Thej^inhabitants and 
property of school districts are constantly changing, and where a 
tax is voted for a specific purpose, it should be assessed only upon 
those for whose benefit it was voted. While the statute should, 
therefore, be strictly complied with whenever it can be, yet if a lit- 
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eral compliance is prevented by accident or unavoidable cirenm- 
stances, the list may be made out after the expiration of the month 
or thirty days ; as the statute is supposed to be directory, and sim* 
ilar to that in the case of the People vs. Allen, 6 Wendell, 4^6* 
The regulations of the Superintendent, cm appeals, have allowed 
thirty days, within which any person aggrieved, in consequence of 
the proceedings of any district meeting, may appeal ; and, as will 
hereafter be seen, twenty days* notice is required to be given by 
the trustees, in case a reduction is claimed, or slh original assesa- 
ment becomes necessary. 

In the first case, if a copy of the appeal be served prior to the 
expiration of the month, and before the trustees have made their 
assessment, the time during which such appeal is pending is not to 
be computed as part of the month within which the tax list is to be 
ipade out, as the service operates as a stay of all proceedings in 
any way relating to or consequent upon the act complained of. 
Still the assessment, when made out, must have reference to the 
property of the district, as it existed at the expiration of the month. 
In the second case, the trustees should make out their tax list 
within the month, although they may not be able finally to complete 
it. They should, however, within the first ten days after the meet- 
ing at which the tax is voted, make out their assessment ; so that if 
a reduction is claimed, or an original valuation is found to be ne- 
cessary, they can give the twenty days* notice required by law, and 
complete their list by the expiration* of the month. 

Errors in tax lists and rate-bills have often been discovered 
after they were made out. If discovered within a month from 
the time the tax was voted, and nothing has been collected, the 
trustees may recall them, correct the error, and redeliver them to 
the collector. But aft^ the expiration of the month, and after 
any tax had been, in whole or in part collected, they did not, 
previously to the act of 18B9, (modified by the act of 1843,) 
possess the power of correction. In consequence they were 
exposed to prosecutions for slight and accidental errprs which 
might have been easily corrected by parties who did not choose to 
take the more convenient and summary mode of appealing to the 
Superintendent. This is now effectually remedied by § 13 of the 
act referred to, (No. 133,) by which trustees may, with the appro- 
bation and consent of the state superintendent, correct and amend 
errors in making out any tax list or rate-bill which may be discov- 
ered prior to the expenditure of the amount therein directed to be 
raised, and may refund to any person any sum improperly collected 
in consequence of such error. By availing themselves of thia 
provision, trustees may now protect themselves from vexatious 
auits. They need not wait for an appeal by any party aggrieved, 
but as soon as they become aware of the exigtenee of any error, 
t^ey should proceed at once to correct it, and to refund any amount 
improperly collected in consequence of such err»r. 
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3. HOW, AND tJPON WHOM TO BE ASSESSED, AND I'OB WHAT 

PROPERTY. 

Trustees are required by §85 of the act of 1847, (No. 108,) to 
apportion taxes, "on all taxable inhabitants of the district, or 
corporations holding property t&erein," This provision includes, 
of course, all actual residents of the district ; and is extended by 
§87, (No. 110,) to ''every person owning or holding any real 
property within any school district, who shall improve and occupy 
the same by his agent or servant," whether he resides in the district 
or not. They are also to apportion taxes " upon all real estate 
lying within the boundaries of such district, the owners of which 
shall be non-residents, and which shall be liable to taxation for 
town or county purposes, and shall be situated within three miles 
of the site of the school-house in such district." This includes 
uncultivated and unimproved lands owned by non-residents, and 
situated in the district ; and is an extension of the power given by 
§ 78 of the old act, > which limited the lands of non-residents, subject 
to taxation, to those which were actually cleared and cultivated^ 
The trustees may, in their discretion, omit to assess any tract or 
parcel of unoccupied non-resident land in their district, where thi$ 
proportion of the tax payable therefi>r, would not amount to fifty 
cents. This provision is inserted to save the trouble of the sub- 
sequent proceedings rendered necessary in such cases, where so 
small a sum only can be finally collected. 

The apportionment i^ also to be made according to the valua- 
tions of the taxable property which shall be owned or possessed 
by them, (the inhabitants of the district, <&c. as aforesaid,) at the 
time of making out such Ust ; within such district, or parity vnthin 
such district and partly in an adjoining district. 

Taking these provisions together, the following general princi* 
pies may be deduced : 

1. All the actual inhabitants of a distnct are taxable for the 
whole property, real and personal, owned or held by them within 
the district. Executors and administrators having in their pos-* 
session or under their control the property of their testator or in- 
testate, within the district are taxable therefor, in their represen- 
tative capacity, as executors, <Sbe. 

2. They are also taxable for any real property owned by them, 
lying partly vnthin such district and partly in an adjoining dis^ 
trict — that is, for such property ?& at the t,me of making out the 
tax Ust is owned by them and intersected by the boundaries of 
the district. In this respect the old law is not substantially alter* 
ed. Nor is it in any sense material when the title of the owner 
to the whole or any part of the land so intersected accrued, wheth- 
er before or after the organization of the district, so that it be- 
loinged to him at the time of making out the tax list^ and is tlicn 
intersected by the boundaries of such district. In such case, no 
matter what may be the respective proportions of the land owned 



in each district, the owner is taxable for the whole farm or proper- 
ty belonging to him, and which is connected and occupied as one farm 
in the district where he resides^ only : and being so liable there, he 
cannot, of course, be taxed for the same property in any other district. 
The principles of law applicable to the taxation of school dis- 
trict purposes, of real estate intersected by the boundary line be- 
tween two districts, are these : Each inhabitant of a school district 
is taxable, under § 85 act of 1847, (No. 108,) in the district where 
he actually resides ^* according to the valuations of the taxable 
property which shall be owned or possessed by him, at the time of 
making out such list, within such district, or partly within such 
district and partly in an adjoining district" This principle has 
been repeatedly recognized and asserted ; and the only difficulty 
consists in its practical application to a class of cases supposed to 
come within the purview of a series of decisions made by Super- 
intendents Flagg and Dix, confining its operation to the period 
of the organization of the district At page 24 of the volume of 
"Common School Decisions," Mr. Flagg says, "The principle is, 
that where a line between two districts runs through a man's farm, 
he shall be taxed for the whole of his farm, in the district where 
his house stands, or where he resides." And he observes that on 
this point the law is clear, and that such has been the construction 
given it ** The same principle," he adds, governs the town assess- 
ments;** the provision of law in this respect being that "wheie the 
line between two towns divides any occupied lot or farm, the same 
shall be. taxed in the town where the occupant lives, provided he 
or she lives on the lot." At page 69, however, of the same volume 
he lays down the rule in the following terms : "Where a person 
purchased a lot in an adjoining district, along side of his farm, it 
was decided that he was taxable for the lot purchased, in the dis- 
trict where it was situated. If his farm had been interesectcd by 
the district line when the commissioners formed it, then he would 
have been assessed for his^ whole farm in the district where his 
house was situated ; but the lot purchased is a distinct lot, and the 
lines of districts cannot be changed by individual purchases,^* The 
same doctrine is asserted in a subsequent decision made by Gen. 
Dix, at page 128 of the volume referred to. These two decisions 
have been repeatedly over-ruled by subsequent Superintendents, 
upon the ground that they establish a criterion by which to deter- 
mine the liability of property to taxation, in the class of cases 
under consideration, not recognized by the statute, viz : intersec- 
tion by the boundary line of the district, at the time of the forma- 
tion of the district, instead of at the time of making out the tax 
list. The language of the statute, in this respect, seems to be 
clear and explicit : " In making out a tax list, the trustees of school 
districts shall apportion the same on all the taxable inhabitants of 
the district, or corporations holding property therein, according to 
the valuations of the taxable property which shall be owned or 
possessed by them, at the time of making out such Ustt witlua 
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such district, or partly within such district and pardy in an ad- 
joining district." 

The owner or occupant ot a farm, therefore, situated partly in 
two adjoining districts, is taxable in the district where he actually 
resides, for the whole farm, provided he occupies or improves the 
whole as one farm^ either by himself^ his (zgents, or servatUs. 
So if the owner of a farm situated wholly in one district, purchases 
a piece of land adjoining his farm, in another, and occupies the- 
whole as one farm, it is taxable only in the district where such 
owner resides. 

If, however, there is a tenant on that portion of the farm situated 
in a different district from that of the owner's residence, such ten- 
hnt is taxable in the district where he resides, for so much of the 
property as he rents or leases. • 

This rule of taxation in no respect interferes, as has frequently 
been supposed, and as seems to be inferred from the tenor of the 
above named decisions of Messrs. Flagg and Dix, with the houn^ 
daries of the respective districts. They remain unaltered and un- 
affected ; so that if that portion of a farm situated in a district other 
than that of the owner's residence, should again be sold to an in- 
habitant of the district in which it is situated, it would again be- 
come taxable in that district. The rule is one simply of taxation : 
and no more interferes with the territorial organization of districts, 
than does the corresponding principle applicable to town assess- 
ments, with the boundary hnes of towns or counties. It is based 
upon the injustice and inexpediency of requiring an inhabitant of 
one district to contribute to the expense of supporting the schools 
in another, merely because a part of his farm extends beyond the 
boundary line of his district, and operating, as it does, equally in 
every district, furnishes a guide to trustees in the assessment of 
taxes, which relieves them from much embarrassment and labor, 
otherwise unavoidable, in determining as to the relative value of 
detached portions ot the same farm situated on either side of the 
boundary line of their districts. 

3. All non-resident owners of real estate in the district, who im- 
prove and occupy the same by their agents or servants, are by § 87, 
(No. 110,) taxable therein for the property so owned, improved 
and occupied, in the same manner as though they actually resided 
therein. This provision is also to be construed in connexion with 
those above referred to, and is applicable in its full extent only to 
cases where the property so occupied is wholly situated in the dis- 
trict. Where it is situated partly in the district where the owner 
actually resides, it is taxable only in that district. And where it 
is situated partly in two or more districts, in neither of which the 
owner resides, each districts must tax such owner only for the part 
actually within its boundaries. It is also to be borne in mind that 
this class of cases is distinct from that in which the land is occupied 
by a tenant — and also from that in which it is so occupied by a 
person working it under a contract for a share of the produce of 
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such land. In each of these cases the actual possessor is to be 
taxed in the same manner as though he were the owner. See § 86, 
(No. 109,) and § 88, (No. 111.) 

4. All real estate situate in a district, within three miles of the 
school-house therein, and owned by non-residents, not included in 
either of the above class of cases, is also liable to taxation, and 
forms the subject of the directions contained in § 89 to 95 inclu- 
sive, in the act of 1847, (Nos. 112 to 118, both inclusive.) 

5. Land in the district belonging to corporationsy whether cul- 
tivated or not, is taxable for school district purposes. The provi- 
sion in the act of 1847, in this respect, produces a material altera- 
tion of the law as it formerly stood, and renders turnpike, railroad 
and plank road corporations taxable for so much of the land owned 
by them as is situated within the respective school districts through 
which their roads pass. Such corporations and all others, are to 
be regarded as residents of the districts where their principal place 
of carryipg on business is situated, and non-residents elsewhere. 

By a decree of the Chancellor of this state, 4th vol. Paige's 
Chan. Rep. 384, it has been decided that railroad ** companies, 
whose stock, or the principal part thereof, is vested in the lands 
necessary for their roads, and in their railways and other fixtures 
connected therewith, are taxable on that portion of their capital as 
real estate in the several towns or wards in which such real estate 
is situated." They are, of course, taxable in school districts for 
common school purposes, on so much of such real estate as is inclu- 
ded within the boundaries of those districts. 

In the decree referred to, it was also decided that such real 
estate " is to be taxed upon its actual value at the time of the as- 
sessment, whether that value is more or less than the original cost 
thereoff'' 

In ascertaining the value of so much real estate as is included 
within the boundaries of a school district, the trustees must, from 
the necessity of the case, be guided by the best evidence which it 
is in their power to obtain. They should ascertain from the as- 
sessment roll of the town the aggregate value of so much of the 
real estate of the company as is within the town. They should 
then ascertain whether the proportion of that value, in respect to 
the railway included within their district, is equal to the value of 
the whole of tho real estate of the company included within an- 
other district, in which the length of the railway is the same. This 
cannot always be the case, for within the boundaries of one school 
district the company will have a depot, while it has none in anoth- 
er district. Within one school district the railway may have a 
double, while in another it may have but a single track. All these 
circumstances must be ascertained and taken into consideration by 
the trustees. If the company has in a school district nothing but 
its railway, and has a depot within the same town, then the value 
of the depot should be deducted from the valution of the real es- 
tate of the company on the last assessment roll of the town, as pre- 
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liminary to a valuation of that part of the railway which is within 
the boundaries of such district. — Com, School Dec. 350. • 

The same principles are, in the mun, applicable to plank toad 
corporations. 

Banks are taxable for common school purposes. — Id. 87. 

Associations formed under the general banking law are corpora^ 
^ tionSj and as such are liable to taxation on their capital. — 1 HiWs 
Eep. 616; 3 trf. 889. 

By chap. 327, Laws of 1846, " rents reserved in any leases in 
fee, or for one or more lives, or for a term of yeai-s exceeding 
twenty-one years, and ch{u*geable upon lands in any town or ward," 
are to be '* assessed to the person or persons entitled to receive the 
same as personal estate^ at a principal sum, the interest of which| 
at the legal rate per annum, shall produce a sum equal to such an- 
nual rents ; and in case such rents are payable in any other thing 
except money, the value of such annual rents in money shall 
be ascertained by the assessors, and the same shall be assessed in 
manner aforesaid." Trustees of districts are to include this spe- " 
cies of property in their tax lists ; and if no property can be found 
on which to levy,< and the tax remains unpaid, the collector should 
return accordingly, and the trustees apply to the County Treasur- 
er, who is required to issue his warrant to the Sheriff of the Coun- 
ty where any real or personal estate of the person upon whom 
such tax is imposed, may be found, for the collection thereof. 

PROCEEDINGS IN CASE OF UNOCCUPIED AND UNIMPROVED NON- 
RESIDENT LANDS. 

Where any real estate within a district, liable to taxation, is un- 
occupied, the trustees, at the time of making out their tax list, are 
required by § 89 of the act of 1847, (No. 112,) whenever they 
impose a tax on such property, ** to make out and insert in such tax 
list a statement and description of every sucli lot, piece or parcel of 
land so owned by non-residents therein, in the same manner as re- 
quired by law from town assessors, in making out the assessment 
rolls of their towns." If the tax is returned by the collector un- 
jteid, upon receiving from him an account thereof, with the descrip- 
tions of the property, as directed to "be made, and the amount of 
the tax, together with an affidavit of the fact of non-payment, and 
of due diligence used for the collection, the trustees are to credit 
him with thei amount, § 90, (No. 113,) to compare the account so 
rendered with the original tax list, certify to its accuracy, and trans- 
mit it, together with the collectors affidavit and their certificate, to 
the county treasurer, § 91, (No. 114,) who is to pay the amount so 
returned out of any moneys in the treasury raised for contingent 
expenses. § 92, (No. 115.) 

Such county treasurer is to lay the account, affidavit and cer- 
tificate before the board of supervisors, who are to cause the 
amount of such unpaid taxes,with seven per cent in addition, to be 
levied on the lands of the respective non-residents liable to pay the 
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same ; which amount, when collected, is to be returned to the 
countf treasurer, to reimburse the amount so advanced, with the 
expanse of collection. § 93, (No. 116.) 

Any person whose lands are included in any such account, may 
pay the tax assessed thereon to the county treasurer, at any time 
before the board of supervisors shall have directed the same to 
be levied. § 94, (No. 117.) 

The same proceedings are lo be had for the collection of the 
amount so directed to be raised by the board of supervisors, as are 
provided by law in relation to taxes on non-resident lands general- 
ly ; and upon a return to the comptroller of the arrears uncollected 
the amount is to be paid on his warrant to the county treasurer, 
and the state is to collect the same in the manner prescribed by law 
in respect to arrears of county taxes upon lands of non-residents, 
§95, (No. 118.) 

To enable the trustees better to perform the duties thus devolv- 
ing upon them, that part of the Revised Statutes referred to in § 
89, (No. 112,) and which is applicable, is hereto annexed: 

" § 1 1 . The lands of non-residents shall be designated in the 
same assessment roll, but in a part thereof separate from the oth- 
er assessments, and in the manner prescribed in the two following 
sections. 

" § 12. If the land to be assessed be a tract which is subdivided 
into lots, or be part of a tract which is so subdivided, the assessors 
shall proceed as follows : 

" 1. They shall designate it by its name, if known by one, or 
if it be not distinguished by a name, or the name be unknown,they 
shall state by what other lands it is bounded : 

" 2. If they can obtain correct information of the subdivisions, 
they shall put down in their assessment rolls, and in a first column, 
all the unoccupied lots in their town or ward, owned by non-resi- 
dents, by their numbers alone and without the names of their own- 
ers, beginning at the lowest number and proceeding in numerical or- 
der to the highest : 

" 3. In a second column, and opposite to the number of each 
lot, they shall set down the quantity of land therein liable to taxa- 
tion : • 

** 4. In a third column, and opposite to the quantity, they shall 
set down the valuation of such quantity : 

"5. If such quantity be a full lot, it shall be designated by 
the number alone y if it be a part of a lot, the part must be 
designated by boundaries, or in some other way, by which it may 
be known. 

, " § 13. If the land so to be assessed be a tract which is not sub- 
divided, or if its subdivisions cannot be ascertained by the assess- 
ors, they shall proceed as follows : 

" 1. They shall enter in their roll the name or boundaries there- 
of, as above directed, and certify in the roll that such tract is not 
subdivided, or that they cannot obtain correct informa^^^ , of the 
subdivisions, as the case may be : 
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*^ $• TlteJ^ shall set <iown in the proper column the quantity and 
valuation as above directed : 

" 3. If the quantity to be assessed be the whole tract, such de- 
^acription by its name or boundaries will be sufficient ; but if a part 
only ia liable to taxation, that part or the part not liable must be 
4particu]arly described ; 

, ^ 4. If any part of such tract be settled and occupied by a res- 
ident of the town or ward, the assessors shall except such part from 
their assessment of the whole tract,* and shall assess it as other oc- 
cupied lands are assessed.'* 

The residue of the sections relates to the making of a map whioh 
is supposed not to be applicable to trustees of school districts ; if a 
coap is already on file$ the trusteed might refer to it in aid of tbeir 
descriptions. 

4. VALtJATlbNS OF PROPERTY^ HOW ASCERTAINED, AND MODE X>t 
PROCEEDING WHEN REDUCTION IS CLAI]M[ED. 

L f 

The valuations of taxable property are to be ascertained, as for 
<^ possible, from the last assessment roll of the town, and no person 
is entitled to any reduction in the valuation so ascertained, unless 
be gives notice of his claim to such reduction to the trustees of the 
district before the tax list shall be made out — § 96, (No. 119.) 

The assesspient roll of the town, when signed and certified ac- 
<jording to the provisions of the 26th section of title 2, chap. 18, 1 
Revised Statutes, is to be deemed the last assessment roll of the 
town. By § 27, of the same title, this roll is to be delivered to the 
supervisor .of the town on or before the first day of September in 
each year, to be by him delivered to the board of supervisors at 
4heir next meeting. 

According to the opinion of the supreme court in 7 WendeU, 89, 
^ ^e roll is then to be deemed completed, so that the trustees may 
^ use it as the basis of their tax li^t. It is true that it may after- 
ivards be altered by the board of supervisors, by increasing or 
diminishing the aggregate valuation of real estate of the town to 
make it correspond withHhat of other towns. But it is obvious 
this will not affect the proportion between the inhabitants of the 
same town, so that an assessment apportioned on either roll would 
be the same, so &r as the real estate is concerned. Should the 
proportions be varied when real and personal estates are assessed 
to the same person, yet un^ the decision referred to, the tax list 
made out upon the assessment roll as completed by the assessors 
before any variation made by the supervisors would be valid. If 
any change is made by them, a subsequent tax list should vary also 
in the same particulars. Generally, the roll completed by the as-, 
lessors will be a guide, but the trustees cannot bo safe without re- 
curring to the roll after its correction by the supervisors, as it has 
been held by the supreme court in the case above referred to, and 
in other cases, that if the tax list is made upon an assessment roll 
that is not the last valid one, the trustees will be personally liable. 
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The question is often raised, how far, and to what extent, the 
last assessment roll of the town is to be followed in the valuation* 
<^ trustees in levying taxes. It is to be adopted as the sole guide, 
where a valuation has actually been made by the assessors on pro* 
perty, the condition of which remains substantially the same. Bat 
where improvements have been made on real estate which has 
thereby actually been enhanced in value since the last assessment 
roll was completed^ or where any material diange has occurred in 
the situation of the property, it is obvious that the last assessment 
roll ceases to be a standard of valuation* So, where an inhabitant 
acquires or parts with personal property, since the assessment roll 
was made out. And it is to be recollected that trustees are bound 
to follow the last asc^a^ment roll as far as possible, o^ily^ with refer- 
ence to the valuations of property. Where it has changed hands, 
they are to put the assessment to the present owner, adopting the 
valuation of the town assessors. Where, for instance, one inhabi- 
tant sells his farm to another, the trustees, in levying a tax, are to 
assess the farm to the vendee, at the valuatipn of the town asses- 
sors, where no substantial improvement enhancing its value has oc- 
curred in the mean time ; reducing, if the circumstances require it, 
the valuation of his personal property, by the amount paid or se- 
cured to be paid as the consideration money of the purchase, afid 
iuCTeasing by the same amount the valuation of the personal estate 
of the vendor. In either of these cases, however, as an original 
valuation by the trustees in part would become necessary, the pro- 
ceedings prescribed by § 97, (No. 120,) would be requisite. But 
where a mere exchange of real estate is effected, no change in the 
valuations should be made, unless in the cases above specified, of 
substantial improvements or alterations ; the names of &ie respec 
tive persons liable, only, requiring to be changed. 

Where a reduction is duly claimed, and where, for any reason, 
the valuaticm of taxable property cannot be aseertained from the 
last assessment roll of the town, the trustees are required by § 97, 
(No. 120,) to " ascertain the true valuQ of the property to be taxed 
from tlie best evidence in their power, giving notice to the persons 
interested, and proceeding in the same manner as the town asses- 
sors are required by law to proceed in the valuations of taxable 
property." The pixxjeedin^ to be had in such cases are spedfically 
and particularly pointed out in the following extract from the 
Kevised Statutes as amended by chap* 176, laws of 1^51 relating 
to the assessment of taxes. Substituting the word ** trustees" for 
" assessors,*' wherever it occurs, the directions there given will 
afford a perfect guide in all proceedings under section 97. It has 
been decided by the Superintendent, je>. 319 Decisions, &^. that the 
notice may be given by posting it in three public places. It is to 
be given in aU cases of variation from the town assessment roll* 
^ "§6, [Act. of 1851.] Whenever any person on his own behalf, 
or on behalf of those whom he may represent, shall apply to the as- 
sessors of any town or ward to reduce the value of his real and 
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personal estate, as set down in their assessment roll, it shall be the 
duty of such assessors to examine such person under oath, touching 
the value of his or their said real or personal estate, and after such 
examination they shall ^n the value thereof, at such amount as 
they may deem just, but if such person shall refuse to answer any 
question to the value of his real or personal estate, or the amount 
thereof, the said assessors shall not reduce the value of such real or 
personal estate. The examination so taken shall be wiitten, and 
shall be subscribed by the person examined, and shall be filed in 
the office of the town clerk of the town or city in which Such as- 
sessment shall be made, and any person who shall wilfully swear 
wisely on such examination before the assessors, shall be deemed 
guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury. 

** § 7. The assessors of the several towns and wards of this 
State, shall have power to administer oaths to any person applying 
to them under the provisions of the sixth section of this act. 

" § 17, (R. S.) All real and personal estate liable* to taxation, 
6hall be estimated and assessed by the assessors at its full and true 
value, as they wonld appraise the same in payment of a just debt, 
due from a solvent debtor.'* 

After completing the assessment roll, section 19 provides that 
the assessors "shall make out one fair copy thereof, to be left with 
one of their number. They shall also forthwith cause notices 
thereof to be put up at three or more public places in their town or 
ward." 

** § 4. (Act of 1851.) " Such notices shall set forth that the as- 
sessors have completed their assessment roll, and that a copy there- 
of is left with one of their number, at a place to be specified there- 
in, where the same may be seen and examined by any person 
interested, until the third Tuesday of August; and that on that day 
the assessors will meet at a time and place also to be specified in 
such notice, to review their assessments. On the application of any 
person conceiving himself aggrieved, it shall be the duty of the said 
assessors on such day to meet, at the time and place specified, and 
hear and examine all complaints in relation to such assessments 
that may be brought before them ; and they are hereby empowered, 
and it shall be their duty, to adjourn from time to time, as may be 
necessary, to hear and determine such complaints ; but in the sev- 
eral cities of this State, the notices required by this section, may 
conform to the requirements of the respective laws regulating the 
time and place and manner for revising the assessments in said 
cities, in sdl cases where a different time, place and manner is pre- 
scribed by said laws from that mentioned in this act. 

" § 5. If the assessors shall wilfully neglect to hold the meeting 
specified in the last preceding section, each assessor so neglecting 
shall be liable to a penalty of twenty dollars, to be sued for and 
recovered before any court having jurisdiction thereof, by the su- 
pervisor of the town, for the use of the poor of the same town ; and 
in case of such neglect to me^t for review, any person aggriev^ 



by the assessment of the assessors may appeal to the board of su- 
pervisors, at their next meetiug, who shall have power to review 
and correct such assessment. 

*' § 21. The assessor with whom such assessment roll is left 
shall submit the same, during the twenty days specified in such 
notice, to the inspection of all persons who shall apply for that pur- 
pose." 

It will be observed, that under the provisions of the act of 1847, 
(No. 108, § 85,) it is no longer necessary that the agent or servant 
of the non-resident owner should reside on, or •' improve and oc- 
cupy " land situated within the boundaries of the district, in order 
to render such non-resident owner liable to taxation ; provided 
such land is taxable for town and county purposes, aud is situated 
within three miles of the site of the school-house of the district in 
which it lies. 

A hcMi-resident owner is taxable for land occupied by an agent ; 
but not, if occupied by a tenant. If the person living on the pre- 
mises rents tlie land as tenant, such tenant is liable to be taxed for 
the premises so occupied by him. — Oom. School Dec. 21 ^ The 
principle of this decision is fully sustained by the supreme court in 
the case of Dubois vs. Thome, 7 Wendell, 518, in which a lessee 
of a non-resident owner was held liable for a tax for a part of a lot, 
and two sub-tenants for the parts occupied by them respectively. 
The court observed that the mere ownership of the property, with- 
out occupation by himself, his agent, or servant, was not sufficient 
to charge the non-resident owner with the tax. As the law now 
stands, however, such ownership will be sufficient in the absence 
of any occupation by a tenant. 

A saw-mill, having an agent or servant in charge of it, is taxable 
to the non-resident owner. — Oom, School Dec, 82. So a factory 
unoccupied, is taxable to the non-resident owner.— JH. 100. 
. Where there is a known error in the town assessment, the 
trustees may correct it in the district assessment. For instance, if 
a resident of a district should purchase or sell a lot after the town 
assessment had been made, the trustees would be required to vary 
the district assessment accordingly. But where there is no change 
in the property of the district, and the valuation is a matter of opin- 
ion merely, the trustees must be guided by the last assessment 
roll of the town, even though in their judgment such property, or 
any portion of it^ is worth more or less than the estimate put upon 
it by the town assessors. — Com, School Dec. 3. 

Alterations by the trustees from the last assessment roll of the 
town, by reason of improvements subsequently made, in consequence 
of which the property assessed has become enhanced in Value, 
should be made only where such improvements are complete,^-Jd. 
194. 

In assessing taxes in joint districts, the last assessment roll in 
eacKtown must be followed, with respect to the taxable property 
within it, notwithstanding the standard of valuation adopted by the 
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assessors of the respective towns may be different. — Id, 315. But 
see § 72, (No. 194,) Laws, &c. 

Trustees cannot assess an individual for personal property if he 
has been taxed for none on the last assessment roll of the town, on 
the supposition that he may have more than his debts amount to. 
The assessment roll of the town settles the matter, and the trus- 
tees cannot vary the amount but from some hnoioledge of an altera- 
tion after that roll was made out, or to correct some known and 
acknowledged error. — Id. 342. 

Where land owned by the same person is situated in different 
districts in the same town, but all included under one assessment 
by the town assessors, if all the land is of the same description, 
and was actually valued at the same rate per acre, without any 
variation on account of improvements or otherwise ; or if it ap- 
pears on the roll at what rates the separate parts werp valued,then 
the valuation of the portion situated in any particular district may 
be ascertained by the trustees from such last assessment roll. But 
if the valuation by the town assessor was general, and if the land 
was of different degrees of quality or value, or if a dwelling-house 
or other improvements are situated in one district and none in an- 
other, a new and original assessment must, in such case, be made 
by the trustees, giving the notices, &c., and proceeding in the mode 
required, by law. — Per Spencer, Supt. Jan, 1841. 

Unless a reduction is claimed, or some departure from the last 
assessment roll of the town becomes necessary, trustees are. not 
required to give notice of the assessment of a tax. — Com, School 
Dec. 40. 

Land purchased after a tax is voted, but before the tax list is 
made out, must be assessed to the purchaser if he resides in the 
district.— —Ja. 8. 

Persons leasing specific portions of a lot are to be taxed for so 
much as they lease.-^ie?. 1 6. 

Persons about to remove from a district must be included in a 
tax list, if they are actually inhabitants when the list is made out. 
— /d. 66. 

A store and lot must be taxed in the district in which they are 
situated, but goods in a store are to be taxed in the district in 
which the owner resides. Real estate is taxable where it lies, and 
personal property where the owner resides. — Id. 71, 86. 

Bridge companies ar0 taxable in the district where the tolls are 
collected.— /rf. 74. 

If- a person owns two farms and the district line separates them, 
and they Are separately occupied, he is liable to be taxed for each 
farm in the district where it lies. But if they are occupied as one 
fzxm, the whole is taxable only in the district where the owner re- 
fides. — M. 81^ And tee ante. 

The general rule is, that where a new district is formed, and the 
line intersects a farm, the whole farm is to be taxed in the district 
where the owner resides* Separate tenancies are, however, ezcep* 



tions to this rule. When a part of a farm is leased, it ceases to be 
an entire possession, and the part so leased must, with regard to 
taxation, be considered as following the residence of the lessee or 
tenant. — Id, 103. 

The vendor of a farm remaining in possession is liable for taxes 
assessed on it. — Id. 83. 

Trustees are bound to know the condition of the taxable proper- 
ty of their district, so that in assessing taxes no person shall be im- 
properly taxed. — Id. 108. 

The toll-house and gate of a turnpike or bridge company, inclu- 
ding a lot no more than sufficient for the accommodation of the 
toll-gatherer, are necessary appendages to the franchise, and taxa- 
ble as personal estate in the district whore the principal office of 
the company, for the transaction of its business, is situated. — Id. 
135. 

Two or rtiore taxes voted at the same time may be included in 
the same tax list. — Id. 158. 

If a taxable inhabitant sells his farm and remains in the dis- 
trict, he is liable to be taxed on the amount of the purchase money 
paid, or secured to be paid, as personal property, and the purchaser 
is taxable for the farm, according to its assessed value on the last 
as3essment roll of the town. — Id. 285, 342. 

Trustees must include in a tax list every taxable inhabitant 
residing in the district at the time the list is made onV-^Id, 109, 
342. 

If, before a tax is assessed, the trustees ascertain that the whole 
amount voted will not be required, they may make out a tax list 
for a smaller sum. — Id. 342. 

If an inhabitant removes from a district before the end of one 
month after a tax is voted^, and before the tax list U delivered to 
the collector^ he cannot be included in it ; the tax list, while remain- 
ing in the hands of the trustees, not being . complete, except ia 
eases where notice is required to be given in pursuance of law.— r 
Id. 357, as subsequently modified by Young, ^iperintendent. 

A tenant is . taxable, whether a householder or not, for. land oc-. 
cupied and improved by him. He may board out^ and yet, if he 
hire the lot and improve it, as a tenant, he is taxable for it. — Id. 
165. 

The temporary occupancy pf a house oi^ a farm, by a pyson 
hired to work it by the month, does not, however, constitute such a 
f£'??^7'r'y a^ to r-Ji^iVrt «^nc]i ocp^ipnnt to taxation fsr; the far^. Tie. 
can be regarded only as [agent for the owner. — Per Dix, Superin- 
tendent^ 1837. 

Where a person, assessed for a greater number of acres than his. 
farm. qoAtains, omits to claim a reduction when the tax is assessed 
by the trustees, he will not be relieved subsequently on a|>peal.— 
Qmh. School Dec. 341. 

Trustees, guardians, executprs and adfliij;iistrators. are taxable in 
tl}^ir rp|xr^i^9;^tiYe ptar^cter, wluere *^hey jrqsi^,,(fti;.^l tjiapef.^ 
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fional estate and |»x)perty in their possession, or under their control, 
belonging to the cestuique trusty ward, testator or intestate, whom 
they repi;esent. By § 10, 1 R. S. 391, a deduction is to be made 
by the assessors for debts due from the individual assessed, in his 
representative character, as specified in § 27, 2 E. S. 87. It is 
ii^ the power of such trustees, guardians, executors or administrators 
to claim a reduction under the provisions of § 79 of the school act, 
^ove referred to ; and to reduce the amount of such assessment by 
a specification of the value of the property. The question wheth- 
er the real owners of the property are to be directly or indirectly 
benefitted by the expenditure of the tax assessed upon it, does not 
appear to have been one of the considerations in the provisions 
above referred t6, for it is manifest that the personal property in 
the hands of a trustee, guardian, &c., in Buffalo, is liable to be tax- 
«d there, although the real parties in interest may live in Albany* 
After the administration of an estate in the hands of an eiecutor 
<ir administrator, upon the rendition and settlement of k final ac* 
count of his proceedings, the personal property is of course no lon- 
ger liable to taxation where he resides ; but so long as it is iu 
bis possession, or under his control, it is so liable. — Id. 157, 
230. 

PERSONS AND PROPERTY EXE3IPT FROM TAXATION. 

^J § S9, (No. 121,) the trustees, ia assessing a tax for building 
a school-house, are to exempt any person set off to their district, 
without his oims^nt, from any other dlstruct^ withia four yeard pre- 
ceding the assessment of such tax, who shall have actually paid 
If ilhin t^t period, in the. district from which he was taken, under 
^ lawful assessment thevein^ a district talc ibr the same parposer 
The burden of proof in this ease undoubtedly rests with the person: 
<daiming the exemption, as the trustees can. have no ofiicial knowL- 
^ge of the &ct 

This exemption does not extend to taxes for r&pairs, or for any 
oUier purposes than building a school-house. 

By § 4 of. chap. 13, 1 R. 8. 370, (2d ediUon,) the following pro- 
perty is declared to be exempt from taxation : . 

1. All property, real or personal, exempted from taxation by th«' 
Ckmstitution of this state or of the United States : 

2. All lands belonging i» Ibis «tat6 or to tbe United States t 

3. Every bailding erected ibr the use of a college, ineorporated 
aca*'u*niy or (xlu r .[iiicorponiiedj ' s^'iuiiiaiy of learning; every 
building tor public worskip ; every sekool-house,. courthouse and 
jail ; and the aeveral lota whereon such buildings are situated, awl 
the furniture beionging. to «ach of tbem : 

4. Every poor-house, alms-house, house of industry, . *md ever^' 
bouse belonging to a company inoorporafed for the xe^acmatiob'of 
offenders, and the real and personal property belonging to or com^ 
i^Mted wilb tfaa saiAe; 
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5. The real and personal property of every public library : 

6. All stocks owned by the state or by literary or charitable in- 
stitutions : 

7. The personal estate of every incorporated company not made 
liable to taxation on its capital by law : 

8. The personal property of every minister of the gospelor 
priest of any denomination ; and the real estate of such minister or 
priest, when occupied by him ; provided such real and personal es- 
tate do not exceed the value of $1,500. If such real and person- 
al estate, or either of them, exceed the value of $1,500, that sum is 
to be deducted from the valuation of the property of such minister^ 
and the residue is liable to taxation : 

9. All property exempted by law from execution. 

The land owned by a painister of the gospel, if rented^ can be 
taxed to the tenant It is exempt from taxation to a certain ex* 
tent, only token occupied hy^ sicch minister. If, however, the oc- 
cupant is the agent merely of the minister, so as to render it neces- 
sary to make out the assessment against the latter as owner, the 
property is then exempt. 

Land occupied by a minister of the gospel as tencmt, has l)een 
held exempt to the amount of $1,500, under the provision above 
quoted. — Com. School Dec, ^l. 

6. WHBN TAXES MAT BE IMPOSED BY TRUSTEES WITHOUT BEIKQ 

SPEcrPICALLT VOTED. 

By § 109 of the acl of 1847, (No. 129,^ ** When the trustees of 
aaay school district are required- or authorized by law, or by vote of 
their district, to incur any expense for such district, and when any 
OJ^penses incurred by them are made by express provision of law a 
charge upon such district, they may raise the anK)unt thereof by 
tax, in tlie same manner as if the definite sum to be raised had 
been voted by a district meeting, and the same shall be collected 
and paid over in the same manner." 

By § 104 of the abt of 1847, (No. 127,) the trustees are required 
to purchase two blank books, for the purposely specified in that sec- 
tion, and by sub. 1. of §81, (No. 102,) a book is to be provided for 
recording the proceedings of the district. The trustees will be jus- 
tified in imposing a tax, or adding to the amount of any voted by^ 
the distriet, for the expenses of these books. 

By § 106, as amended by chap. 382, Laws of 1849, *• When the 
necessary fuel for the school of^ny district shall not be provided, 
by means of a tax on the inhabitants of the distriet or otherwise, il 
i^all be the duty of the trustees of the distriet to provide the neces- 
sary fuel, and levy a tax upon the inbabkants of the distri^^.t to pay 
for the Bame.** 

The inhabitants of the district sending to school may, by volun^ 
iary arrangementy furnish their respective proportions of fuel, ac- 
eording to the number of children and the length of time tbey send^ 
bol thej cannot be txxmpdled ta do so &y a w^ of the diUrict i and 
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where no t<ix is voted for tlie supply of fuel, and no arrangement of 
this kind voluntarily entered into and carried into effect by those 
sending to school, it becomes the duty of the Trustees, under the 
above pt'ovision, to furnish the necessary fuel and to levy a tax up- 
on the district therefor. 

7. Form of a District Tax List to raise any tax voted*or charged on 
a District^ and of a Warrant for its collection. 

List of Taxes apportioned by the Trustees of District No. 
in the town of Trenton, on the taxable inhabitants of the said dis- 
trict, and corporations holding property therein, and upon real es- 
tate lying within the boundaries of such district, the owners of 
which are non-residents thereof, for the purpose of raising the sum 
of laid and charged on the said district, according to 

law. 



Names of inhabitants and 
Corporations, 



Amount of 
Taxes. 



James Thomas, ..,.••• 

The President, Directors and 
Company of the ^ank of Utica 
James Thomas, executor of the 
Estate of John Thomas, de- 
ceased, 



$6 00 
60 00 

50 00 



Statement and description qf unoccupied and unimproved Lands of 
non-residents of said district^ upon which a tax has been imposed 
as above stated. 



No. and descriptions of 


Quant, of land 


Valuation of 


Amount 


lots and 


therein liable 


such quan- 


of 


parts of lots. 


to taxation. 


tity. 
$25 00 


tax. 


No. 17 


10 acres. 


$0 75 


Southwest quarter of 


lot No. 23, 


2J " 


6 00 


50 


Tract not subdivided, . 


5 " 


10 00 


62^ 


Or, 








Tract, the subdivisions 




- 




of which cannot be as- 








certained, bounded 








north by lot No. 17, 








south by north line of 








A. B., east by lot 15, 








and west by town line. 


<i 


i< 
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To the Collector of School District No. 
tim, in the county of Oneida, 



in the town of Tretk- 



You are hereby oommanded to collect from each of the taxable 
inhabitants and corporations named in the foregoing ]i$t, and of 
the owners of the real estate described therein, the several 3umg 
mentioned in the last column of the said list, opposite to the per- 
sons and corporations so named, and to the several tracts of land 
so described, together with five cents on each dollar thereof for 
your fees, unless such amount is paid within two weeks from the 
receipt of this warrant, in which case you are to retain one per cent, 
only as your fees ; and in case any person, upon whom such tax is 
imposed, shall neglect or refuse to pay the same, you are to levy the 
same by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the person 
or corporation so taxed, in the same manner as on warrants issued 
by the board of supervisors to the collectors of toAvns ; and you 
are to make a return ot this warrant within thirty days after the 
deliveijing thereof to you ; and within that time to pay pver all 
moneys collected by virtue hereof, to the trustees of the said ^dis- 
trict, some or one of them ; and if any tax on the real estate of a 
non-resident mentioned in the said list shall be unpaid at the time 
when you are required to return this warrant, you are to deliver to 
the trustees of the said district an account thereof, according to law. 

Given under our hands this day of iii the year one 

thousand eight hundred a^d forty 

A.B.) 
/ - C. DA Trustees. 

E- F. > 

By § 110 of the act of 1847, (No. 130,) it is not necessary for 
the trustees to affix their seals to any warrant.* 

8. WARRANTS FOR THE COLLECTION OF TAX|lI8TS AND 

RATE BILLS. 

By various provisions of the school act (No. 181, 132,) it is 
provided that the warrant annexed to any tax list for the collec- 
tion of a district tax or any rate bill for -the payment of teachers' 
wages, shall command the collector, in ease any person named in 
aueh list shall not pay the sum therein set opposite to his* nanie on 
demand, to levy the same of his goods and chattelsin the same 
manner as on warrants issued by the board of supervisors to the 
collectors of towns, except as hereinafler $pecifiied in relation to' 
rate bills. 

The time specified in any warrant, for its colleetlon and return 
be^ms to rvn from the rfeHvpry of ?noh wnrrant- to the colle<!top, 
and not from its date. — Com. School Dec, 286. 

Where a warrant is signed by two trustees only, the presence 
or concurrence of the third will be presumed.— Jtfi 258. ' 

Trustees in office only, can sign warrants.-*-/^. 275. .: ./ • 

By § J 12, 132, **If the sum or sums of money, payable by any 

person named in any tax list or rate bill, shall not be paid by him 

Off collected by such warrant within the time therein limited, it 

may be lawful for the trustees to renew such^ \tarrffn*; 4n resp^ct^ 

uch delinquent person ; or in case such person shall not reside 
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within their district, at the time of making oi|t a tax list or rate 
bill, or shall not reside therein at the expiration of such warrant, 
and no good§ or chattels can be found therein whereon to levy the 
same ; the trustees may sue for and recover the same, in their 
name of oflSce. 

Such renewal should be made at the earliest practicable period 
after the expiration of the time specified for the collection in the 
original warrant. It is not, however, necessary that it should be 
made prior to the expiration of such original warrant. 

Any second or subsequent renewal of such warrant must be 
with the written approbation of the Town Superintendent endors- 
ed thereon. 

Trustess may legally renew the warrants of their precessors 
in office. — Com, School Dec, 27. 

Where a district meeting votes to renew a warrant and col- 
lect a tax, the trustees may regard it as an original vote, and 
issue a ne\^ warrant for its collection.^- 1^. 

By §100, as amended by the act of 1849 (chap. 382,) it is made 
the duty of the trustees, after the expiration of the thirty days al- 
lowed by law to deliver the tax list and warrant to the collector of 
the district, **and such collector is hereby authorized and directed,, 
upon receiving his warrant, for two successive weeks, to receive 
such taxes as paay be voluntarily paid to him; and in case the 
whole amount shall not be §o paid in, the collector shall proceed 
forthwith to collect the same. He shall receive for his services, 
on all sums paid in as aforesaid, one per cent, and upon all sums 
collected by him after the expiration of the time mentioned, five 
per cent ; and in case a levy and sale shall be necessarily made by 
such collector, he shall be entitled to travelling fees at the rate 
of six cents per mile, to be computed from, the scbopl bouse in such 
district." 

r^/DTTTTRS OF TRtrSTRES I^ RELATIOTT TO THE PURCHASE,- 
' CUSTODY- AKD sale OF SCHOOL-HOUSES AND SITES, THE 
. REPAIR OF SCHOOir-HOUSPA AND FURNISHING THEM WITH 
^ NECKSSAHY FUIilj AND APPENDAGES. ' 

1. FURCIIASE, kEPAlk AND CUSTODY OF SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

By sub. 6, of § 82 of the school act, (No. 103,) it is made the 
duty of trustees, and they are empowered ^ to purchase or lease a 
sito for the district pchool-hon<5e, as desi^rnatpd b;v a'meetin<r of 
tbe district ; and to build, hire, or purchase, keep in repair and 
fbrnish such school house with necessary fuel and appendages, out 
of the ftcifids collected and paid to them for such purpose,^^ 

If trustees undertake to remove a school-house, buy a lot for a 
i^te, CT da any other act which they are not by hw authorised 
to do without a vote of the inhabitants of the district, it is at' 
their own peril. The inhabitants may ratify their proceedings 
by a subsequent vote ; but if they do not choose to do ' 8o, the 
trustees are without remedy. — Com. School Dec, 41, 222. 
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But where the inhabitants of a school district have, by a vote 
to that effect authorized their trustees to make repairs or do any 
other lawful act, involving an expenditure of money, they will be 
required to save them harmless, provided they have acted in 
good faith. The inhabitants may always limit a contemplated 
expenditure by voting a specific sum for the purpose. But if 
they neglect to do so, and give a general direction to the trustees 
to go on and make repair, &,c., without restricting the amount to 
be expended, the Superintendent will, on the refusal of the in- 
habitants after the work is done, to indemnify them, for their rea- 
sonable and bona fide expenditures, order a tax to be levied for 
the amount. — Id, 222. 

By sub. 6 of §82, above referred to, it is provided that the 
trustees shall have the custody and safe-keeping of the district 
school-house." 

Questions have frequently arisen^ as to the extent of the pow- 
er conferred by this last subdiviision ; and to what uses the school 
house should be confined by the trustees. 

The general principle in relation to questions of this nature 
arising in the several school districts, is this ; that it is the duty 
of the trustess to exercise such a general supervision over the 
care and management of the district school-house, as that the 
instruction of pupils in the school shall not be embarrassed by 
any use of the house other than for school purposes ; and that 
the property of the district, and the furniture, books, and papers 
belonging to the school, or the pupils, shall not be injured or 
destroyed. Any use of the house in subordination to these restrict, 
tions, and not inconsistent with the main purposes for which it 
was designed, must be left to the determination and pleasure of 
those to whom it belongs, whose wishes and directions, in this re- 
spectjthe trustees are bound to carry out. The school-house is the 
property of the district, and subject to its control, within the 
limitations of the law. The purpose for which it was erected 
must be pursued, and nothing can be suffered to interfere with 
that. But when that purpose is accomplished, there is neither 
reason nor law for prohibiting its application to any object of 
social or moral improvement which the majority of the inhabitants 
may sanction. Upon this principle, and subject to the restric- 
tions and limitations referred to, it may be used, out of school 
hours, and wh^ not wanted for any district purposes, for reli- 
gious meetings, Sunday schools, lectures, debating societies, or 
any other moral, literary, or useful purpose, with the approbation 
of a majority of the district and the consent of the trustees, or 
any two of them. 

Trustees cannot, however, allow any part of the district school 
bouse to be occupied for any other purpose than that of the dis- 
trict school, while such school is actually in progress. — Cenu 
School Dec. 51. 
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Select or private schools will not be permitted to be kept in 
the district school-house. — Id, 119. 

Except in extraordinary cases, schools must be kept in the dis- 
trict school house : and by §120 of the act of 1847, (No. 140,) 
** Whenever it shall be necessary, for the accommodation of the 
children in any district, the trustees may hire temporarily any 
room or rooms, for the keeping of schools therein ; and the ex- 
pense thereof shall be a charge on such district.'* 

U there is no school-house in the district a school cannot be 
opened by the trustees until the inhabitants have designated the 
place. — Com, School Dec, 190. 

2. SALE OF SCHOOL HOUSE AND SITE. 

A very important branch of the duties incumbent upon trustees, 
is that which relates to the disposition of the school-house and 
site, when no longer required for district purposes. By §74, of 
the of act 1847, (No. 96,) the inhabitants of the district are author- 
ized, whenever the site of the school-house has been legally 
changed, to direct the sale of the former site, together with the 
buildings and appurtenances, or any part thereof at such price 
and upon such terms as they shall deem most advantageous to the 
district. In this case the trustees act merely as the ministerial 
officers of the district, and are bound to carry out the directions 
of the inhabitants. They are to execute the necessary convey- 
ances to the purchaser ; and when a credit is directed to be given 
for any portion of the consideration money, they are to take, in 
their corporate name, such security, by bond and mortgage or 
otherwise, as they may think proper ^ to hold the same as a cor- 
poration, and account to their successors ; and they are also 
authorized, in their name of office to sue for and recover the 
moneys due and unpaid upon any security so taken by them, 
or their predecessors, with interest and costs. They are by § 75 
to apply the moneys arising from such sale to the expenses in- 
curred in procuring a new site, and in removing or erecting a 
school-house, so far as such application shall be necessary. 

V. THE EMPLOYMENT OF TEACHERS AND THEIR PAYMENT, 
AND THE MAKING OUT AND COLLECTING OF RATE BILLS. 

1, CONTRACTS WITH TEACHERS. 

By sub. 7 of § 82, No. 103, trustees are "^to contract with and 
employ all teachers in the district." 

The most fruitful source of difficulty in school districts, has been 
the loosness and irregularity with which these contracts have been 
made. In some districts the trustees are in the habit of agreeing 
to pay the teacher the whole amount of public money that should 
be received, be it more or less. This is unjust to the teacher or 
the district, and has almost always led to contention. The agree- 
ment should be to pay him a specific sum by the month or by the 
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quarter, adequate to the value of his services. If the public 
money is not sufficient, the deficiency should be supplied by a rate- 
bill. It is not to be believed that any intelligent citizens will 
consider that sordidness to be economy, which prefers that their 
children should be brought up in ignorance, or instructed in error, 
rather than contribute the mere trifle which will secure them an 
education, sound and accurate, at least as far as it goes. When 
the rewards which other professions, and avocations hold out to 
talent, knowledge and industry, are so liberal, how can it be 
expected that persons competent to the great business of instruc- 
tion, should devote themselves to it for a compensation inadequate 
to their support ? 

If the public money should be more than sufficient to remuner- 
ate the teacher, the trustees should consider whether they may 
not establish another school, or a district department. A large 
amount of public money indicates a large number of children, and 
of course there will be the materials for a large school, or for 
more than one, especially if they are of a character to command 
respect and inspire confidence. 

Should there be a surplus of public money, after paying a fair 
and just equivalent to the teachers who can be usefully employed, 
the district will always be relieved from the consequence of not 
expending the whole, upon application to the Superintendent. 

It is the duty of trustees of a school district to have a school 
kept in the district school-house, wherever there are a number of 
children to attend sufficient to defray the expenses of a teacher : 
and if a portion of the public money has been assigned to each 
portion of the year, then k is their duty to have a school kept 
whenever the expense can be defrayed by the public money, and 
the rate-bills against those sending children to the school. This 
principle is applicable as well to summer as to winter schools. 
Trustees are bound to provide a school, whenever requested by 
any portion of the inhabitants of the district, able and willing, 
with the help of the public money or otherwise, to defray its 
expense : and in this respect they are not to ho. governed or con- 
trolled by any vote of the district. The very object and business 
of their office is to provide schools ; and no district meeting can 
abridge their powers, or relieve them from the performance of 
their duty in this respect. — Per Spencer, SupL on appeal. 

A practice prevails to a very considerable extent among the 
several school districts, of trustees' engaging with a teacher that 
he shall board with the parents of the children alternately. There 
is no authority for such a contract, and it cannot be enforced on 
the inhabitants. This compulsory boarding gives occasion to con- 
stant altercation and complaint, which often terminates in breaking 
up the school. The best arrangement is to give the teacher a 
specific sum and let him board himself. But there are some dis- 
tricts S;> destitute that it may afford the inhabitants considerable 
relief to be permitted to board the teacher. In such cases the 
object can be obtained in another way. Let the trustees contract 
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Whil tlie teacher at a specific sum per monl 
and they may then agree with him, that if he shaH be afforded 
satisfactory board at the house of any of the inhabitants, he will 
allow whatever sum may be agreed on per week for such board, to 
be applied to his wages, and \yill give an order on the trustees for 
the amount, to the person with whom he boards : and the trustees 
may then accept such order from the inhabitants, as payment to 
that extent upon his tuition bill, and deduct it from the amount to 
be paid the teacher, after having paid him the whole of the public 
money. 

It is strongly recommended that all contracts with teachers be 
made in writing, and a duplicate kept by each party. In no other 
way can justice be done to the parties in case of any dispute. 

The power of the trustees to contract with and employ teachers, 
cannot be controlled by the inhabitants ; although it should never 
be exercised, unless under very peculiar circumstances, in opposi- 
tion to the kndwn wishes of a decided majority of the district. 

Contracts by trustees of school districts for teachers' wages are 
binding on them personally, individually and collectively, while 
they remain in office ; and on their successors after the expiration 
of their term : and trustees who are not in office, as such, are no 
longer personally answerable on such contracts. See 7 Wendell, 
181, 4 mil; Com. School Dec. 191, 282. 

A contract made by all the trustees of a district, but signed by 
two only, is binding upon all ; and the presence or concurrence of 
the third will be presumed from the signature of the remainder. 
So two trustees may enter into a contract, in the absence of the 
third, if he was duly notified of a meeting for that purpose, or was 
consulted, and refused to act. — McCoy vs. Cfomtree, 9 Wend. 17. 
In short, so far as the rights of third persons are concerned, a 
contract made by a majority of the trustees will be regarded as 
prima facie valid and obligatory. The party with whom the 
contract has been entered into is not bound to enquire whether the 
requisite preliminary steps to authorize the majority to act without 
the presence or concurrence of the third trustee have been taken 
or not. 

If a teacher's certificate is annulled, the trustees are at liberty 
to dismiss him, and to rescind their contract with him. They 
engage him as a qualified teacher, and the moment he ceases to be 
so, there is a failure of the consideration for the contract. If, 
however, the trustees continue him to the school afler notice. that 
his certificate has been annulled, it will be regarded as such a con- 
tinuance of the contract that they will not be allowed at a subse- 
quent period to dispute it. — Com, School Dec. 212. 

2. MODE OF PAYING TEACHERS. 

This is specifically provided for by § 82, (No. 103,) above 
referred to. By subdivision eight, the trustees are '^ to pay the 



wages of such teachers, when qualified, out of the moneys which 
shall come into their hands from town superintendents of common 
schools, so far as such moneys shall be sufficient for that purpose ; 
and to collect the residue of such wages, excepting such sums as 
may have been collected by the teachers, from all persons liable 
therefor.*' 

By subdivisions nine, ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen and fourteen, 
they are, 

*' To divide the public moneys received by them, whenever 
authorised by a vote of their district, into not exceeding two por- 
tions for each year, to assign and apply one of such portions to 
each term during which a school shall be kept in such district, for 
the payment of the teachers' wages during such quarter or term ; 
and to collect the residue of such wages, not paid by the propor- 
tion of public money allotted for that purpose, from the persons 
liable therefor, as above provided. 

" To exempt from the payment of wages of teachers, either 
wholly or in part, such indigent persona within the district as they 
shall think proper, in any one quarter or term, and t?he same shall 
be a charge upon such district: 

" To certify such exemptions, and deliver the certificate thereof, 
to the clerk of the district, to be kept on file in his office : 

** To ascertain, by examination of the school lists kept by such 
teachers, the number of days for which each person not so exempt- 
ed, shall be liable to pay for instruction, and the amount payable 
by each person : 

" To make out a rate-bill containing the name of each person 
so liable, and the amount for which he is liable, and to annex 
thereto a warrant for the collection thereof : and 

** To deliver such rate-bill, with the warrant annexed, to the 
collector of the district, as directed by subdivision 14, of § 82, (No. 
103,) and § 83, (No. 104.) 

By § 84, of the same act, (No. 105,) " where by reason of the 
inability to collect any tax or rate-bill, . there shall be a deficiency 
in the amount raised, the inhabitants of the dist^^ict, in district 
meeting, shall direct the raising of a sufficient sum to supply such 
deficiency, by tax, or the same shall be collected by rate-bill, as 
the case may require." 

In accordance with these several provisions, trustees of districts 
in making out their rate bills, will hereafter proceed as follows : 

1. They will first ascertain the amount due to the teacher, under 
his contract^ for the first quarter's services. 

2. They will then apply so much of the public money as is ap- 
plicable to the term, in diminution of such amount. 

3. They will assess the balance upon each inhabitant who has 
sent to the school during the term, (including indigent persons) ac- 
cording to the number of children and of days sent by each, as 
appears by the verified list kept by the teacher, under the 104th 
section of the afore^id act. (No. 127.) 
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ment of their proportion of such aMOBsment, and otuiitjiikB HMO 

amount of such ezemptiona^ , ^ deliTer the certificate thereof t# 

the clerk of the district, to he kept by him. 

' 5. niey will' then make otH; a fate 1^ agaibst fliose exenipled 

iti '^rt, fbr the balance reinaining after such partial exemption, a^ 

^aigalttdt those not exempted eitiber Wholly or in part, for ^ec<;Q^ 

tion of the amounts assessed against tli^m respectivelj, and add 

"^tseir wafMuit, m use utuai nnuxner. oiieii warmmr ipbco nopoe 

'anderseal, andmaybe ei^ecutedby the collector '^ in any otW 

•^tnelor town, in the same manner, and with the like authority, 

-as in ^he district for which he was chosen or appointed/* ^No. 
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' €. ^The trustees will collect the amount of exemplieiiB, aa certiflM 
by them, by a tax, which they, are authorized to impeee' upon 
aft the taxable inhabitants ^the- distrioU They maj immedlatelj 
pfoeeed to impose this tax ;. or they may add tlie amonot to ady 
tax thereafter uiposed for .district purposes,^ as miiy be most con* 
v^deat 

Tristees should exercise a liberal discretira in onking exem^ 
ti^tts in behalf of indigent inhabitants, so that the dwrgis for toiiiea 
shall m no case be burdensome : while. on the other hai^, Ibij 
slfoold never aftkyw the consideration . of the trifling amount of llle 
general tax for such exemption when levied, upon the whole taida> 
ble property of the district, to tempt them into anonneeessarj ek- 
' ereise <^4he powers eonfided to them. 

To illusUate this proceeding more fully, let us apply the several 
' S t e p s necessary to be taken in ordteary cases. Suppose a teaclr^r 
f employed for the usual term of four months at #20 per menth. 
The public money, including local fonds, belonging to the disttiiri^ 
^bmA applicable to the term, either by the deoiskm tyf a ^striet 
^meeting, as above specified, or by the determination of the trustee, 
rie §40 : : the amoant due the teacJier for bis quarterVserrieei ia «f 
jcoarse i8(^ of which thetroslees pwy him f 40 at onoe, ln»a Ike 
republic moneyy and take hie receipt therefor. They tlwn oallttpoa 
;liim for.hia list, kept and verified according to the provtsiaiis 'c( 
§ 104, (No. 127,^ and after hajring ascertained from sochlisty Iha 
number of days' attendance for which each perscm sending to sdiool 
is liable, they will proceed to assess the respective proportions of 
the remaining ^0, from each, according to ^e whole number of 
ida^^s and oMMren sent Thus if one inhabitant has sent four chil- 
dren for 104 days, he will be charged for 416 days, andaooi. 
ifinppose upon adding np the whole namber of days thus aseer- 
ilbaned, ^ totaliis found to be 4,000, for the average attendance 
-af 40:sdiolar8 for Uie whe&e term : the proportion of ||40 daafor 
one scholar for each day, would be one cent r and ^his nmltipUad 
by the nuiiber of days each scholar attended, would 'give Iwpro- 
. potion' : andiby ^adding the proportk>ns of each belonging to the 
t 16 
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' ' Porm of Assessmerd, 

Ass^ssmant •conUiniog the nanoe of each person* liable for 
I teachers' wages in district No, in the town of Trenton, for 
the term ending on the ilaj of 185 , and the amount for 
. which each p^son is liahip. 
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'Names of inhabitants sending to school. 
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John Jackson,. . . . 
. James Johnson,,. 
I Timothy Warner,. 
V Peter Barney,.... 

Solomoa Kinney,. 

William Jon^,. . , 

John Dye, 

WilUam Joh«0oii,. 
.Thomas Jones,.., 
. John Eadcliff, 

James Tunicliff,. 

John Simons;.. • . 

Joseph Williams,. 



Whole No. 


Amount of 


of days sent 


sofaool bUl. 


104 


91 04 


416 


4 16 


313 


3 13 


50 


50 


64*^ 


54 


416 


4 16 


104 


1 04 


104 


I 04 


530 


5 30 


520 


5 20 


6SJ0 


530 


630 


5 20 


U60 


3 60 


3,130 


$40 00 



The assessment should be signed by the trustees and filed with' 
, the district^lerk. 

The next step is to exempt such indigent persons as the trustees 
•say think proper, from the payment of the sums set opposite to 
4beir names, either wholly or in part. Suf^ose Peter Barney to 
be exempted. wholly, and Thomas Jenes and John Radcliff«aeh 
I from, the pajrment of one^half the amounts assessed to them ; the 
\ trustees will first make out a certificate, to be filed with the clerk 
'<d the district in the following iocm : 

3. CEHTIFICATE OF EXEMPTION. 

. .We^ the undersigned, trustees of District No. in the town 

of Trenton, do certify^ that we hare this day exempted Peter 

Barney fiiom ihe payment of any share of the wages of the teacher 

-employed in said district for the term ending on the day of 

lii^. 18 and Thomas Jones and John Radeliff each 

finom the i^yment of one half the amount assessed to them respee- 

iliydy, aa their share of such wages. 

Dated this day 

18 y vC. D. y Tmsttti. 
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Thfty. will then pr^eai) to inak« <m<li^l i«t# biB. nnA waaraiit 
in the following manner: . . 

Form of Rate Bill and WarratU. 

Rate bjll, containing the name of each person liable for teaclw 
era' wages, in DieUict N<». in the Iowa of TrcfQton, for the 
teriii;e«ding,ofi the . day of IQH and the aoiount 

for which each person not exempted, either wbpUjr or in ^rt, 
ftom the pajment pf such amount, is so liable^ with the fees of the 
eoUector thereon^ 
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Names of inhabitants sending 
to school. 



John Jackson,, « , 
James Johnson,. , 
Timothy Warner,, 
Solomon Kinney,, 
William Jones,. .< 
John Dye,.. ..^. , 
Wilhara Johnson, 
Thomas Jynes,. . . 
John RadcliflT,. . . . 
James Tunicliff, . . 

John Simon, 

Joseph Williams,, 



0) • 

i S 

C qo 
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104 
4161 
312 
54 
41$ 
104 
104 
520 
520 
520 
520 
360 



s 

m 



OS 

a 

a 



• 1 04 
4 16 

3 12 
54 

4 16 Paid lo teacher. 



1 
1 
2 
2 
5 
5 
3 



04 
04 
60 
60 
201 
20 
60 



3,070 36 90 



#3 paid to taac^. 



To the Collector of School District No« in the , town of 
Trenton, in the county of Oneida. 

Yon are hereby commanded to collect from each of the persons 
in the annexed rate bill named, the several sums mention^ in the 
last column thereof, with five per cent for your fees, except on 
amounts paid in within two weeks aAer the receipt of this warrant 
at one per cent., and within thirty days after receiving |his war- 
rant to pay the amount so collected by you, into the hands of the 
trustees of said district, or one of them ; and in case any person 
therein named shall neglect or refuse to pay the amount set opposite 
his name as aforesaid, you are to levy the same^y distress and sale 
of the goods and chattels of such perjon, except suoh 89 are exempt 
by section twenty-two, article two, title five, chapter si^ part three 
of the revised statutes from leyy and sate niMkr exeoulioa.. 
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of Lord one thoostnd eiffht hundred tud 
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There v^ still rentia '$3 10 of Uie nanoant due the teaeher 
'l6r hiB irages, being the amount of exemptions bj the trustees ; 
and this sum most be leried by tax on all the taxable inhabitanfts 
' 6f the district and corporations holding property therein, in tlie 
same manner as though such amount had been actually roted by 
'the distriet to be raised. If the teacher can wait upon the district, 
or the trustees choose to advance the money in its behalf, the 
amount may be added to the next tax that may be voted for dis- 
trict purposes. It should, however, be assessed within a reason- 
able time ; and wherever the amount of exemptions is sufficient 
to warrant an immediate assessment, it should at once be levied. 
The trustees must exercise a sound discretion in this respect, 
with reference to the amount to be raised, and the probability of 
an early opportunity to add it to some district tax. 

The fbflowing property when owned by tJiy person being a 
house-holder is exempt fh>m the operation of thecolkcter's w^nrant, 
on a rate-hiUj viz : 

^ 1. All spinning vrheels, weaving looms and stoves put up, or 
kept for use in any dwelling house : 

^ 2. The luniiy Inble, family pictures and school books used by 
or in the family of such prison ; and books not exceeding in Tahie 
*ifty dolkffs, which are kept and used as part of the fiunily l^rary : 

^' 3. A seat or pew occupied by such person or his family, in any 
house or place of public worship : 

^< 4. All sheep to the number of ten, with their fleeces and the 
yam or cloth manufactured from the same ; one cow, two swine, 
the necessary food for them ; aH necessary pork, beef, fish, ionr, 
and Tegetables actually provided for family use ; and necessary 
fuel for the use of the family for sixty days : 

^ 5. All necessary wearing apparel, beds, bedsteads and bedding 

'for such ^rsOn and his family ; arms and accoutrements required 

by law to be kept by such person ; necessaiky cooking utensils ; one 

table; six chairs; six knives and fbrks; six plates; six teacups 

and saucers ; one sugar dish ; one milk-pot ; one tea-pot and six 

' spoons ; one erane and its appendages ; one pair of and-irons and 

' a shovel andt<mgs : 

^ 6. The tods and mplements of any mechanic, necessary to Hm 
cairyhig on^ his trade, not exceedkig twe^^'^ve dollars in talue." 
• See. M. €lhapt0r 6. AH. % TiiU 5. Part Z. Idev. SUU; 

Whete a person agrees to pay for a certain ninmb^ of sdh6hu%, 
he is emitled to the benefit of the public xmrney In reduction of 
their sdiooibills.-^Ob^ i8bAoo/2)teo. 83. 

tn naaUttg' <m rate-biHs, inhabitatrts of ^triets tan dniy ""fte 
charged lor so ntueb tittie, as Aeir childrea^^ aotui^ ^alteiided 
sebool— JU. 15. 



iUl'<di3dr«a dltending Uie district school Domal be cbarged at t^ 
WMP^ rate for tuition^ witiiout regard to the studiei pDrsi|e4«r^/<^. 47* ^ 

J^ruidmt of a sdiool district cannot be prosecuted ^7 ^^ ^ 
trustees for the amount due on his rate-bilL The onlj remedj 
against hiiB|ifl by distress and sale of his goods and chattds.— i^ , 

In the exercise of the power conferred upon the trustees, of eic- 
^npting indigent inhabitants of their district from the payment of 
the whole or of portions of their rate-bills, the utmost liberalitV, 
coAipatible with justice to the district, should be induced. Noth- 
ing can be more at variance with the benign spirit and intent of 
the school laws, than the compulsory distress and sale of articles of ' 
absolute necessity to an indigent family, for the purpose of satisfy- 
iBg the rate-bin for teachers' wages. And yet cases of this kind 
are frequently brought to the notice of the department. Every 
reasonable fkcility should be afforded to the children of the poor/ 
for the attainment of all the blessings and advantages of element- 
ary instruction : and this should never be permitted to become in 
any degree burdensome to their parents. Where any inhabitant 
•f the district in indigent circumstances cannot meet the rate-bilt' 
for the payment of the teachers' wages, without subjecting himself^' 
to«erioas embarrassment, or his family to Sensible dq>rivatioii, he 
siifould promptly and cheerfblly be exonerated. A just feeling of ; 
ptide may reasonably be expected to preclude any from avaSl^>< 
tliemselTes of Uiis exemption, unless under the pressure of absolute • 
meeesaity ; and occasional abuses of the privilege so accorded^ are 
I»t>ductive of less disastrous results, than a prevaiMne impressftoft' 
among the indigent inhabitants of a district, that their children can 
partake of the advantages of common sohod education, only at a 
Imrdensome charge to themselves, and by a sacrifice of the ordinary 
mecessities and comforts of their families.' 

Indigent persons may be exempted from the pajrment of sdiool 
hUtBy whether there is public money to be apptied to the term of 
W9t.-^ Com, School D9e. 6^ 

The exemption of indigent persons from the pnyme&t of the ' 
wi^es of teachers is a matter of dkcretion witli the trustees, not ' 
r^ulated by any spedfie restrictions, but entrusted to them to be ' 
disposed of in good conseienee, with a just regard to the rights ofi 
all ccmcerned. — M 241. 

Trustees ,are the sole judges of the aUfity of the persona resiffing-^ 
within their respective districts to paythehr school biUs«-^ Obm, 
School Dee. 254 

The wages of as unqualified teacher most be collected by rate- 
bill against those sepding to school, in the same manner as though . 
ke held a cerdfieate» provided he was duly employed by the tru^teea- . 
—M«l, 76,818. , 

The wages of two teaehers^ employed for different terBis^ or dij^, ' 
iuw^ portions of the same term, at dil^nt rates of compens^l^i^ ^i 
caooot be iaeludisd in Me j?ate4)ilU^iii 168, jie.. ^ 
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Trustees cannot transfer to teachers the riglrt of enfbrcibg tfce 
collection of their w^ges. If the teacher agrees to oofledt his own. 
wages, it is right that he should do so, to the extent of his ability ; 
but itk case of f^ihire, the trustees alone can issue a rate-bill and 
warrant ; and they* should do so notwithstanding any agreement t* 
the contrary with the teacher. — Id, 288 ; Per Dix, SupU, 

Trustees cannot include in a rate-bill any other object than the 
wiiffes of the teacher under the contract made by them. 

Where a person had from charitable motives, taken a poor 
family to reside with him, in his house, the children of which at- 
tended the district school, it was held that he was not liable for the 
tuition of such indigent children, unless they were sent to school 
by him under an express or implied contract to be responsible for 
such tuition ; and that if sent by their parents, or if tbey attended 
school of their own accord, the trustees should exempt the parents 
from payment of th^ tuition bill, — Per Spsnoer, Supt. 1840. 

A grandfather is not prima fade liable for the board or sdiool- 
ing of a grandchild. He may, however, become liab^ in the saiB« 
manner and to the same extent as any individual who has a youth 
residing with him whom he supports and suffers to go ta schopl, 
without giving any particular directions on the subject. An im- 
plication would arise that it was by his assent. But the father or 
mother is prima facie liable : and some positive acts on the part of 
the grandfather must be shown, amounting to an assumption of 
liability on his part before he can be held responsible for the pay** 
meat of tuition under such circumstances. — Id, 1841. 

SCHOOLS FOR COLORED CHILDRBN. 

By § 147 of the act of 1847, (Na 179,) a school for colored 
children may be established in any district, with the approbation 
of the commissioners, which is to be under the charge of the 
trustees of the district in which such school is established. Trus- 
tees in their annual reports are also required particularly to speci- 
fy the number of such children over four and under twentjF-oue 
years of age attending such school from different districts, nam- 
ing such. districts respectively, and the number from each attend- 
ing for four months, and ins|ructed by a duly qualified teacher, ^ 
wUoh report is to form the basis of an apportionment to such 
sc^hool, of a shslre of the public money. 

The provisions contained in this section are more particularly 
appli<iable to those cities and large villages where no special legal 

?r<msions have been made for tl^ instruction of colored children. 
*he means provided, are it is true, altogether' insufficient to' nveet 
the expense which must necessarily be incurred in the organiza"' 
tion of these schools ; and inasmuch us the ' cf^ss of conmiui^ity 
for whosis special benefit they are intended are generally unlible 
^ to contribute to sudli expense^ Hn any cooftfiderable degree, the 
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•Mad in view etn t^doni be full j aUained, biu Ifaroaj^ tk«i| 
eilorto of cbarUabk and benefolant iodividuab in tha aerial ) 
diatriclSy froaa which the colored schools are composed. These . 
eSbrts have hitherto been paralyzed from the abaeoce ef anjr 
legal power to eSect the necessiurj organization ; and the pn^ 
▼isioQ now made was, doubtless, intended to supply that de^6t| 
' and to furniak a nucleus around which the benevolent exertJDoi 
ef the friends of education and humanity might be concentrated. 
If, however, in any of the country districts, a colored school caA 
be organized and efficiently kept up for the requisite length ef 
time, it is hoped no efforts will be spared to carry into effect the 
provisions of the section. Colored children are entitled equally witk 
all others, to the privileges and advantages of the district schoc^ ; 
and wherever they can be grouped together in a separate school^ 
•nder the charge of a competent teacher, they will be far more 
likely to derive the full benefits of such instruction as may be 
beat adapted to their circumstances and condition, while at the . 
same time, the disadvantages inseparable from tlieir attendaaee 
at the district school, will be avoided. 

Trustees have power, with the assent of the Town Superia- . 
tendent, and by a vote of the inhabitants of their district, topur* 
chase, hire or build a school-house or room for the aqcommodation 
of the colored children of their own and other adjoining distrieta; io . 
■apply the same with the necessary furniture, fuel and appen- 
dages ; and to employ a competent teacher. 

By § 104. of the act of 1847, (No. 127,) the trustees of eaok 
district are to provide a book, in which the teachers are t^ enter • 
the names of the scholars attending school, and the number of * 
days they shall have rtiputivdif attended, and alao the number 
of times the school has beeii inspected by the Town Superintend- 
ents. This list is to be verified by the oath of the teaoher. . 

None but children residing in a school district can of right be 
benefitted by the public money. Indeed, the trustees can ex- 
elude all childf en, except those who are residente of the district, 
from the school. But if such non-resident children are permitted . 
by the trustees to attend the school, their parents should be ap* > 
prieed of the conditions on which they are received ; and onis of - 
these conditions may be, that part of the public money shair 
be applied for their benefit Where no such conditions how- 
ever are exacted by the trustees, and such non-resident children 
are admitted on the application and responsibility of an inhabi- 
tant of the district, Uie trustees must make 6ut the rate bill against ^ 
such inhabitant in the usual manner. 

Children of non-resident parents coming into a district and 
hoarding for the p^urpose of attending school therein, are not en* 
titled to any share of the public money in reduction of their rate ' 
bills ; and their tuition, in such case, may be charged, in the first 
instance, to the person with whom they board ; whose liability 
therefor can be discharged only by express notice to the trustees, 




kfa^PTBfw, ioeh ^hiMren are Urtd to lab^r <)V sdrvice ift the fsmiiy ' 
•f-mw inhabhuM of the diatrtet, or 'are regvurded tnd trea^ «$' 
ptH' <^ tlufmMy of sueh ishahitftnt and not as me^e teniporaty ' 
kfHSti^iy thej^ a^ eotided to participate equally with the otlidr^ 
elifildreii of the diatrict, in the puhlto money. — Ar Yotiro, BufHi ^ 

Thisteea cannot refoae admittance \vt the school to any child ' 
wtiete rcaidence it in the district, if such child complies with the* 
reaaonahle and proper regulations of the Bchool.^^C(9m. SekBei^ 
Dw. 47. 

No chih} redding in a school district can be excluded from, 
the school on account of the inability of the parents to pay hi^ - 
tnitiott.— Id 119. 

If a non-resident owner of taxable property in the district 
sends his children to the school in such district they should be' 
permkted to Attend, unless by their admission the school would ' 
beeome too crowded. — Id. 317. 

All children residing in a district and attending the school; 
are entiited tb participate in the public money, without rfefer- 
enee to tWeir ages.^ — Id. 34. 

As a generftl rule, aU under the age of twenty ^ne years, and of ' 
a^Oper 9^ to be benefitted by instruction, are entitled to adn^- 
sion. There must, however, be some disbretion vested in the ' 
imatees, in regard to such admission. Children having infectious 
diaeases-^idiotfl*— infants — ^and' persons over twenty-one, may un- 
doobledly be excluded ; and colored children, where their attend^ 
adoe^ is obnoxious to the greater portion of the patrons of the school, • 
especially in cases where schools have been established for* their 
separate benefit, within a reasonable distance from their residence. ' 
— Per Spbkcbr, SupH, 1841. 

It is the duty of the trustees to oo-op«rate with the teacher in 
the government of the school, and to aid him, to the extent of their 
power and infinence, in the enforcement of reasonable and pnq^er 
rtfles and regulations*; but they have no right to dismiss a scholar^ 
excapt for the strongest reasons; for exaimpley such a degree of 
inoral depravity as to reader an association with other soh<^ars 
datigerons to the latter, or such violent insubordination as to ren^^ 
dor the maintenance of disciplitie and ord^r impracticable, in 
which case ' they nu^y legally exclude him from the school, until 
such pimod as he may consent' to submit to the reasonable rules 
and regulations of the teacher and trostees ; and if after such ei- 
elusion he persists in attending, without peraaiBBion fit>m the ^ 
Trostees, and contrary to theur direcdons, he may be proceeded 
asainsl as a treepasser.^iV Dix and Morgaw, Sup'is 1887 ctnd^^ 
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VL l^mim OF TEUjSTEES IN Rl^SRSOBTOE TO THE 

DISTRICT LIBRARY. 
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Tbe trustees of eacli school clistriet are constituted by law tlie 
trustees of the library. They are responsible for its preservation ^ 
and care; and the librarian is subject to their direction, and 
may at any time be removed by them from office for wilful dis- 
obedience of such directions, or for any wilful neglect of duty, or 
eren when they have reason to apprehend the loss of any books, 
or their injury or d^truction by his misconduct. In case of such, 
removal, or of a vacancy occurring from any cause, they are to 
ftopply such vacancy by appointment, until the next annual meetr \ 
ing of the district. They are personally liable to their successors ^ 
for any neglect or omission in relation to the care and superinten- 
dence of the library, by which any books therein are lost or injur- 
ed, to the full amount of such loss or injury, and their action in re- 
ference to its management, may be at any time controled by the .. 
department, ^n appeal. 

By the 4th section of chap. 237, of the Laws of 1838, the sum , 
of S55,000 from the annual revenue of the U. S. Deposit Fund, 
was required to be annually distributed " to the support of com- 
mon schools, in like manner and upon the like conditions as the 
sdiool moneys now are or shall hereafter be distributed, except that 
t^e trustees of the several districts shall appropriate the sum re- 
oeived to the purchase of a district library for the term of three 
years, (afterwards by 8 6 (^ chap. 177, Laws of 1839, extended ' 
to ^f^ years,) and by the act of 1843, indefinitely, with the mod- , 
ifications therein expressed. 

Trustees are, by this provision authorized to make the selection 
erf" the books for the library, aa the application of the money is to 
be made by them. 

The object of the law for procuring district libraries is to diffuse . 
information, not only, or even chiefly, among children or minors, 
but among adults and those who have finished common school 
education. The books, therefore, should be such as will be useful 
for circulation among the inhabitants generally. They should not 
be children's books, or of a juvenile character merely, or light and 
fnvoloiis tales and romances, but works conveying solid informa- 
tioB which will excite a thirst for knowledge, and also gratify it, as 
far as such a library can. Works imbued with party politics, and 
tkose of a sectarian character, or hostility to the Christian religion, 
should on no account be admitted ; and if any are accidentally 
received they should be immediately ren^oved. Still less can any 
district be permitted to purchase school books^ such as spelling , 
books, grammars, or any others pf the description used as tex^ book 
vk schools. Such an application of the public money would be an . 
utter violation of the law. If any case of improper selection of ^ '^ 
books should come before the Superintendent, \>j appeal from an^jr ^ 
inhabitant, such selection would be set aside ; and if it appeared 
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finom the reports, whicli according to these regoladoiw must be 
made that such books had been purchased, the Town Sapeiinten- 
dent will be bound to withhold the next year's library money from 
such district These penalties and provisions will be rigidly ea- 
forced ; for upon a faithful administration of the law the usefulness 
and the continuance of the system will depend* If the publit 
munificence be abused it will unquestionably cease. 

The selection of books for the district library, is devolved by 
law exclusively upon the trustees ; and when the importance of 
this most beneficent and enlightened provision for the intellectual 
and moral improvement of the inhabitants of the several districts, 
of both sexes and all conditions, is duly estimated, the trust here 
confided is one of no ordinary responsibility. In reference to such 
selections, but two prominent sources of embarrassment have been 
experienced. The one has arisen from the necessity of excluding 
finom the libraries all works having directly or remotely, a sectarian 
tendency, and the other, from that of recommending the exclusion 
of novels, romances and other fictitious creations of tixe imagina- 
tion, including a large proportion of the lighter literature of the 
day. The propriety of a peremptory and uncompromising exclu- 
sion of those catch-penny, but revolticg publications which culti- 
vate the taste for the marvellous, the tragic, the horrible, and the 
supernatural — the lives and exploits of pirates, banditti and despe- 
radoes of everj description — is too obvious to every reflecting mind, 
to require the slightest argument. Unless parents desire that their 
children should pursue the shortest and surest road to ignominy, 
shame and destruction — should become the ready and apt imita- 
tors on a circumscribed scale, of the pernicious models which they 
are permitted and encouraged to study— ^they will frown indignant- 
ly on every attempt to place before their immature minds, works, 
whose invariable and only tendency is disastrous, both to the in- 
tellect and the heart. 

The exclusion of works imbued to any perceptible extent with 
Sectarianism, rests upon the great conservative principles which are 
at the foundation of our free institutions. Its propriety is readily 
conceded when applied to publications, setting forth, defending, or 
illustrating the peculiar tenets which distinguish any one of the 
numerous religious denominations of the day from the others. On 
this ground no controversy exists as to the line of duty. But it 
has been strongly argued that those " standard ** theological publi- 
cations which, avoiding all controverted ground, contain genend 
expositions of Christianity — which assume only those doctrines and 
pnnciples upon which all '* evangelical " denominations of Chris- 
tians are agreed, are not obnoxious to any reasonable censure, and 
ought not, upon any just principles, to be excluded from the 
school district library. There are two answers to this argument, 
either of which is conclusive. The one is, that the works in ques- 
tion, however exalted may be their merit, and however free from 
just censure, on the ground of sectarianism, are stricUy theologtcal, 
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doetrmal or iiietil{»byiical ; and tberefere no more entitled to a 
pkoe in the district Mbrary than works devoted to the professional 
elnddation of law, medicine, or any other learned professions. 
Their appropriate place is in the family, church or Sunday school 
library. The other answer is, that in every portion of our country 
are to be found eonscientious dissenters from the most approved 
theological tenets of these commentators on Christianity ; indivi- 
duals who claim the rights either of rejecting Christianity alto- 
gether, (as the Jews,) or of so interpreting its fundamental doo- 
trines, as to place them beyond the utmost verge of ^* evangelical'^ 
fiberality ; and this too, without, in any degree, subjecting them- 
selves to any well-founded impi:^tions upon their moral charac- 
ter as citizens and as men. The state, in the dispensation of its 
bounty, has no right to trample upon the honest convictions and 
settled belief of this or of any other class of its citizens against 
whose demeanor, in the various relations of society, no accusation 
tan be brought ; nor can it rightfully sanction the application of 
any p(»lion of those ftinds to which they, in common with others, , 
have contributed, to the enforcement of theological tenets to which 
they cannot conscientiously subscribe. Any work, therefore, which, 
departing from the inculcation of those great, enduring and cardi- 
nal elements of religion and morality which are impressed upon 
humanity as a part of its birth-right — acknowledged by all upon 
whom its stamp is affixed, however departed fVom in practice, and 
incorporated into the very essence of Chri^anity as its pre-eminent 
and distinctive principle — shall descend to a controversy respecting 
the subordinate or collateral details of theology, however ably 
sustained and numerously sanctioned, has no legitimate claim to a 
place in ^e school district library , nor can its admissicm be coun- 
tenanced consistently with sound policy or enlightened reason. 

The foHowing general principles have been laid down in a 
special report on common school libraries, prepared under the 
direction of the department by Hbnrt S. Randall, Esq., Coun- 
ty Superintendent of common schools of Cortland county, and may 
be regarded as the settled principles of the department in refer- 
ence to this class of books : 

"1. No works written professedly to uphold or attack any sect 
or creed in our country, claiming to be a religious one, shall be 
tolerated in the school libraries. 

'< 2. Standard works on other topics shall not be excluded, be- 
cause they incidentally and indirectly betray the religious opinions 
of their authors. 

^ 3. Works avowedly on other topics whidi abound in direct and 
unreserved attacks on, or defences of, the character of any religious 
seel; or those which hohl up any religious body to contempt or 
eiecraUoni by singling out or bringing together only the darker ' 
parts of its history or dbaracteri shedl be excluded from the school 
ubffaries. 



<<l0 it said that undmr the above rtile0, bereiy and errar are 
piU on the eame fix>ting with true religion*-<4hat Pioteataiit ud 
Catholio, orthodox and unorthodox, Uniyersalist, Unitarian^ Jew^ 
and even MormcHi, derive the same immunity ? The fact is ee»- 
ceded; and it is averred that each is equaUj entitled to it, ina 
government whose very G<mstitution avows Uie principle of a fiiU 
and indiscriminate religious toleration. 

** He who thinks it hard that he shall not be allowed to combat, 
through the medium of the school libraries, beliefs, the sin aiul 
error of which are as clear to hun as i^ the light in Heaven, will 
bear in mind that the library at least leaves him and his religious 
beliefs, in as good a condition as it found him. If it will not pr«- 
pagi^te his tenets, it will leave them unattacked. If he is not allew- 
ed to use other men's money to purchase books to assault their re- 
ligious faiths, he is not estopped from expending his own as 
sees fit, in his private, or in his Sunday-sdiool library— -nor is he 
debarred from placing these books in the hands of all who are 
willing to receive them. His power oi morally pa»uading his 
fellow men is left unimpaired; nor will hC) if he has any con&- 
dence in the recuperative energies of truth— if he believes his 
Gcod will ultimately give victory to truth — ask more* In asking, 
or condescending to accept the support of an earthly 'govemmettt, 
he admits the weakness of his cause, the feebleness of his faith. 
He leans on another arm than that which every page in the Bible 
declares all-sufficient In what a^ of the world has any church 
entered into meretricious connexion with temporal governments, 
and escaped unsullied from the contact ? Any approximation to 
such connexion, even in the minutest particiiJar*— any exclusive 
right or' immunity given to one reli|^us sect or another in the 
school library or elsewhere, is not only anti-religious, but anti-re- 
publican. As men we have the right to adopt religious creeds, 
and to attempt to influence others to adopt them ; but as Ameri- 
cans, as legislators or officials dispensing privileges or immunities 
among American citizens, we have no right to Know one religion 
from another. The persecuted and wandering Israelite comes 
here, and he finds no bar in our naturalization laws. The mem- , 
hers of the Roman, Greek, or En^ish church equally becon^e 
citizens. Those adopting every hue of religious faith — every 
phase of heresy, take their place equally under the banner of the 
Republic — and no ecclesiastical power can snatch even Hhe least 
of these' from under its glorious folds. Not an hour of confine- 
ment, not the amercement of a farthing, not the deprivation of a' 
right or liberty weighing * in the estimation of a hair* can any such 
power impose on any Ainerican citisen, without his own full an 
entire acquiescence.^ 

With reference to the admission of novels, romances, and other* 
wcnks ci the imagination, usually comprehended under the term ' 
I'lHght reading, " the proper course to be adcpted cannot be betters 
illustrated thtm by the following extracts from a report of the tmh 
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joiity of a oommiHee appdtitedby the Board of Cdmmkfikmen t>f 
eiraomon schools of the city of Utica, Tnnderslood lo be ft*om tiie 
p^ofWiLxiAif J. Bacon, Esq., to examine the bo<^ intlie 
sehool district library of the city, and to report, among other ^Jngs, 
as to the character and tendency of any objectionable works they 
aright tKscover therein. 

" The importance of applying the funds provided 'by the state, 
with rigid regard to their appropriate object, is so we]ghty--«nd 
4he temptations to misapply them, in consequence of a present 
prevcdling fondness for light and equivocal literature, are so strong, 
that your committee deem it proper to enter somewhat into an ex- 
aOiination of the principles which should govern those to whom is 
entrusted - the responsible duty of making selections for school 
district libraries. 

. '<A library for instruction is a very different thing from a 
libraiy for amusement. The circulating library of a place 6f pub- 
lic resort lor invalids or persons in pursuit of ease and pleasure, 
is essentially of a trifling character : the library of a coUege, or 
eminent public institute, is composed of graver and more elevated 
productions. While the book shelves of a light young man are filled 
with frivolous and amusing works, those of a student dismay the 
treasures of standard literature. School district libraries should 
Bot fall below the dignity of usefulness ; in proportion as they ^, 
they fail of fulfilling the true design of their institution. 

'^ A consideration of the object of instituting these libraries will 
enable us to judge pretty correctly of the general character of 
books which should compose them ; it is obviously, the informa- 
tion and improvement of the body of the people who can read, 
without referenee to parties, sects, classes, callings, or professions. 
*The primary object of their institution,' says the Supermtendent 
who recommended it, ^ was to disseminate works suited to the in- 
tellectual improvement of the great body of the people, raUier than 
to throw into school districts for the use of young persons, works 
of a merely juvenile character.' It was, in the language of a suc- 
ceeding Superintendent, Ho diffuse information — not only, or even 
chiefly, among children or minors — ^but among adults and 
those who have finished their common school edocatioD. ' It 
was, in short, to provide a supplemental source of instmetion to 
t^se on whom the common school has exhausted its more limited 
means. 

*< Improvement and information, then, form the main object of 
these libraries. It is only thus that they become the proper sub- 
jects of public munificence. Entertainment, simply as entertain- 
m^nt,is not to be regarded in making selections for the school district 
library. It Is no pwrt of our public policy to provide amusements 
for the people. Li this particular we have improved not only on 
*&ntiqaity, but on many modern govehtments, by substituting, in 
ttie place of vain and wasteful publie shows and frivolkies* those 
* more si^tantial «id rievatiBg subjects of public bounty, wiffeh 
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coiiMst in pemumMit and wise institutions, desif^^ to'fit our citi- 
zens for the proper discharge of their duties as members of a great 
immunity, whose duration and prosperity depend upon the know- 
ledge and virtue of the people. 

« We first teach the children of the republic to read, and to ap- 
preciate instruction. We lead them to thirst for information, and 
then seek to open the fountains which may satisfy that thirsi. 
The common school i^ the first step in their advancement — the 
school district library is partially' designed to be the second. It 
supplies information of a more varied and extensive sort — ^and if that 
information comes clothed in allurements of a virtuous, or entertain- 
ment of an innocent character, it is the more welcome on that 
account These are mere incidents, however — when they appear 
alone, they want that substantial recommendation which is neces- 
sary to secure their introduction into the school district library. 
Books designed for amusement simply — to while away a vacant 
hour, and be forgotten like ephemera— *are evidently no worthy 
occupants of the shelves of such a library. There is enough whidb 
is instructive and substantial to exhaust the public liberality, with- 
out squandering the well-meant beneficence of the state in tran- 
sient and trivial publications, which amuse to-day and to-morrow 
are rubbish. ^ The books, therefore,' says one of the Superintend- 
ents before quoted, ' should be such as will be useful among the 
inhabitants generally. They should not be children's books, or 
of a juvenile character, or light and frivolous tales and romances ; 
but works conveying solid information, which will excite a thirst 
for knowledge, and also gratify it, as far as such a library can.' * 

The following remarks from the annual report of the Superin- 
tendent of common schools, for the year 1844, will exhibit more 
fully the view taken of this branch of the subject by the depart- 
ment : 

<< There is reason to apprehend that the officers charged with 
the duty of selecting books ior these libraries have too generally 
failed to appreciate the importance of a suitable provision for the 
intellectual and moral wants of the children of the district Much 
misapprehension has e^i^isted on this subject, in consequence of 
the general prohibition, contained in the instructions heretofore 
communicated from this department against the introduction into 
the school libraries of books of *a merely juvenile cliaracter.' The 
true principles upon which the selections for these institutions 
should be made, may be clearly inferred, as well from the original 
design of the appropriation, as from the contemporaneous exposi- 
tion of the Superintendent under whose immediate auspices it 
was first carried into effect The distribution of the fund pro- 
vided for this purpose, was directed by the act under which it.waa 
supplied, to be made 'in like manner and upon the like condition 
as the school moneys are now or shall heritor be distributed, 
except that the trustees of the several districts shall appropriate 
the sum received to the purchase of a district library/ The amount 
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idiftMct iMeome eoUtbdr was m proportioa to the nufnher ofekU^- 
rtf^ betweta l^e ages of five and sixteen, residing tbereiuji «om- 
|Mu:«d.with tfae aggregate number ia ali the districts, and npt^ in 
|iropartion*ta the adult population naerely, or the whole populatioa 
oondi^iied. The primarj object of the institution of district libra- 
jv»y was declared in the circular of Gen. Dix accompanying the 
poblicaticoi of the act of ISdS, to be Ho disseminate works suited 
to the-intelleotual improTemenl^ of the great body of the people, 
rathet* than to throw into schdbl districts for the use of the young, 
hooks of a tMrely juvenile character ; and that by collecting a large 
amount of useful information, where it will be easily accessible, 
the influence of these establishments can hardly fail to be in the 

. highest degree salutary to those who have finished their common 
school education, as well as to those who ha?e not. The object 
in view will probably be best answered by having books suitable 
for all ages above ten or twelve years, though tbe proportion for 
those of mature age ought to be by far the greatest.' When it is 
ooosidered that the foundations of education are laid during the 
period of youth, and that the taste* for reading and study is, with 
rare exceptions, formed and matured at this period, if at all, the 
impcHTtance of furnishing an adequate supply of books, adapted to 
the comprehensioB of the immature but expanding intellect-^suit- 
ad to its various stages of mental growth, and calculated to lead it 
onward by a gradual transition, from one field of intellectual and 
moral culture to another, cannot fail to be appreciated. And even 
if the intellectual wants of many of the inhabitants of the districts, 
of more mature age, are duly considered, it admits of little doubt 
that^ due proportion of works of a more familiar and elementary 
character than are the mass of those generally selected, would 
have a tendency not only to promote, but often to create that taste 
for mental pursuits which leads by a rapid and sure progression 
to a more extended acquaintance with the broad domains of know- 
ledge. Those whose circumstances and pursuits in life, have hith- 
erto precluded any systematic investigation of literary subjects, 
and who, if they possessed the desire, were debaiTed the means of 
iilteHectual improvement now brought within their reach, can 
scarcely be expected to pass at once to that high appreciation of 
useful knowledge, which the perusal of elaborate treatise on any 
of the numerous branches of science or metaphysics requires ; and 
the fact brought to view by tbe annual reports of the County Su- 

^ perintendents, that by far the greate>r proportion of the inhabitants 
of the several districts neglect to avail themselves of the privileges 
of the library, indicf^tes too general a failure, to supply these in- 
stitutions with the requisite proportion of elementary books. 

<Mn tho selection of books for the district libraries, suitable 
provision should be made for every gradation of intellectual ad- 
YiiQceipient ; frcHO that of a child, whose insatiable curiosity eager- 
ly prompts to a more iutimat^ acquaintance with the world of ma^- 
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t«r and of mind, to thai dfl&e most fiidihed aohplari ifite ii pt«- 
pared to augment his stock of knowledge by eveiy meaiia wkiMi 
inay be brought within his reach. The prefilence of aa oidi^il- 
ened appreciation of the reqoif eraents of our people in this respeet, 
has already secured the application of the highest grade of menial 
and moral excellence to the elementary departments of iiteailare : 
and works adapted to the comprehension of ^e most namatete 
intellect, and at the same time oonyeying the most ^ralaable u^ 
formation to more advimoed minds, hare been ^rovide4"'-^wholly 
free, on the one hand, from that puerility which is fit only for the 
nursery, and on the other, from those generalkations and assamp- 
tions which are adapted only to advanced stages of mental progrem. 
A more liberal infusion of thk class of p^Ueationa, sanctioned 
by the approbation of the most experienced friends of education 
into our district libraries, would, it is confiden^y betieved, reouuve 
many of those obstacles to their general utility, which othevwdse 
are liable to be perpetuated from gen^^tion to generation.'' 

It is the duty of the trustees to provide a plain and sufficient 
case for the library, with a good lock, if the district shall luif e 
neglected to do so. They are also to cause the books and case^ t# 
be repaired as soon as may be, when injured ; and to provide md- 
ficient wn^ping paper to cover their books, and the neoessaiy 
writing paper to enable the librarian to keep minutes of the de- 
livery and return of books. These are proper expenses for tile 
' preservation and repair of the books, and are to be defrayed by a 
' tax on the district, which is to be added by the trustees to any tax 
voted by a district meeting. It is not necessary that the tax to 
defray these expenses should be voted by the inhabitants of the 
district ^ it is to be assessed and collected in the same manner as 
a tax for building or repairing a school-house, or to furnish it wi^ 
necessary fuel and appendages. 

The trustees of each school district are required, at the tkne ef 
making their annual reports, to deliver to the Town Superintaa- 
dent of common schools of their town, a catalogue oootidning the 
titles of all the books in the district library, not previously repeat- 
ed, with the number of volumes of each set or series, and the ooa- 
dition of such books, whether sound, or injured, or defaced. This 
catalogue must be signed by them and by the librarian. 

Trustees are authorized by the regulations of the Superintendent 
in pursuance of law, to impose the following fines : ^ 

1st. For each day's detention of a book beyond the time allowed 
by the regulation, six cents, but not to be imposed for more thaii 
ten days' detention. 

2d. For the destruction or loss of a book, a fine equal to i^ 
full value of the book, or of the set, if it bc: one of a aeries, mUk 
the addition to such value of ten cents for each volume. And oa 
the payment of such fine, the party fined shall be entitled to the re- 
sidue of the series. If he has also been fined for detaitiiiig Moh 
book^ then the said ten cents shall not be added to the Talue. : 
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Sd. For any ii^iiry which a book maj susiain after it shali be 
takeh out by a. borrower, and before its return, a fine may be iin- 
poeed of six cents for every spot of grease or oil lipon the cover or 
upoa^iny leaf of the volume; for wri*^^ing in or defacing any book 
not less tbah ten cents, nor more than the value of the book ; for 
cutting or tearing the cover, or the binding* or any leaf, not less 
tban ten cents, nor more than the value of the book. 

4th. If a leaf be torn out, or so defaced or mutilated that it 
cannot be read, or if any thing be written in the volume, or any 
other injury done to it, which renders it unfit for general circula- 
tion, the trustees will consider it a destruction of the book, and 
will innpose a fine accordingly, as above provided in case of loss 
of a book. 

6th. When a book shall have been detained seven days beyond 
the twenty days allowed by the regulations, the librarian is to 

five notice ^o the borrower to return the same within three days* 
f not returned at that time, the trustees may consider the book 
lost or destroyed, and may impose a fine for its destruction in ad- 
dition to the fines for its detention. 

Previous to the imposition of any fine, two days' written or 
▼erbai notice is to be given by any trustee, or the librarian, or .any 
other person authorized by either of them, to the person, charged, 
to show cause why he should not be fined for the alleged offence 
or neglect ; and if within that time good cause be not shown, the 
' trustees must impose the fine herein prescribed. No other excuse 
tor an extraordinary injury to a book, that is, for snch an injury 
at would not be occasioned by its ordinary use should be received, 
except the fact that the book was as much injured when it was 
taken out by the person charged, as it was when he returned it» 
At such loss must fall on some one, it is more just that it should 
be borne by the party whose duty it was to take care of the 
volume, than by the district. Negligence can be prevented, and 
disputes avoided, only by the adoption of this rule. Subject to 
these general principles the imposition of all, or any of these fines, 
is discretionary with the trustees, and they should ordinarily be 
imposed only for wilful or culpably negligent injuries to books, 
or where the district actually sustains a loss, or serious injury* 
Reasonable excuses for the detention of the books beyond the 
twenty dayt, should in all cases be received. 

The librarian is to inform the trustees of every notice given \ff 
him to show cause against the imposition of a fine ; and they are 
lo assemble at the time and place appointed by him, or by any 
notice given by them, or any one of them ; and to hear the charge 
•nd defence. They are to keep a book of minutes, in which every 
I fine imposed by them, and the cause, shall be entered and signed 
by them, or the major part of them. Such original minutes, or a 
eopy certifi»l by them, ot the major part of them, or by the clerk 
of the district, is made conclusive evidettcc of the fact thai a fine 
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mirhApaBed *■ AM«d hKraohWnduteri.a^aordin; totiM r«g9Ia66n8. 
- It fs th» (htty ofmiMeM to proeteute promptfj fw Ifce aal\k»- 
Iton or all finea imposed fay them. FiiM ooUdctod for tlite deMn^ 
tion of books, oi'far mjarieB to thfem, arri to bi apjltied iwdefrsf 
tbe dtpenae of repairing the books ia ifae llbnTj. Fitte< cAltee- 
ted for the loM or deitruction of an; booji, ttf of a wt'or series df 
books, are to be applied to the purobaH of the mm* or otter 
auttable bof^fl. 

VH AHNDAL KEPOBT OF TB0BTEES. 

1. WHEN TO BE MADE, AND WHAT TO CONTAIK. 

} of the act of 1847, (No. 136,) trustees, ais re- 
and iransmit their annual reports to thg f pwa 
between the^first and fifteenth da^a of Jwttiary 
tj § 115, (No. 137,) such report ie to Se dated 
if January, and must specify : 
time any sctiool has been kept in their dislriet 
ending on the day previous to the <Ia.te of stick 
iguishing what portion of the time ^uch School 
has been kept by qualified teacbers : 

' 9. Thfr amounr of moneys feeeit«d from th« Tdwti -SOf^nn- 
tfeitdent of corninoti' sehooFs, dhring such yftaf, and the ititomer Ife 
■irMflh' fluch monwys hBT« befen eitpetiilfed : • ' ■ '' 

8. The iiQinbA- nf ohildreit taught in th6 di^iet ^rilig nibk 
7elir, Hnd the ttSfne and age of each ch?ld : ' ■ 

■ 4. The hame and Sfe of eidh child residing in the district, ea tte ' 
iMt day of Dccferfihe*- p/tfvious to the making of btich report, orer 
ifaeagfe Of ftiir JesTS artiondei' t*enty-one years of agfe, (eTi;<ifept In- 
diMi children, otherwise provided for by law,) ia& the tlamet) of 
theparent^or other' persons with whom snch ehildren ^hirfl r»- 
hpectivelj reside and the nnnlber of childten residing '^Ith «a«fc. 
5. The dnlonrit of money paid fbr teachers' wagtea,'iil'aM)tio« 
io the public moofey paid Hierefor, the amonnt bf tSxeS' levied IA 
•sard diWf let for purchasing school-house siie^ for bnildiftg, hiving', 
pnrdhasing, repairing and insuring school -'hounes, fbrffaet, forsop^ 
plying deflciencies in rate-bills, for district libriu^ea or for an} 
other purpose allowed by l»w, and snch other iUfbrniation n 
relation 10 the schools and the districts as the Superintendent of 
leotamon sohools may from time to time ^ulVc. 

By virtue of the authority Conferred on th«^ SlapetiMendeA^ 
Btder this proTision, Uiey »« abd rscpilred to aiate itf thci^'Hn- 
aual reports, 

I. Thei ouraber df books beloQfting to their district lifaraty m 
the last day of December in «ach,yen : 

V 2>, The number of times the school in their dlMriet hfls bna 
iasitectBd and Tisited by the Town SHperintea^ta, leipeotin^, 
jdurJDg tbe. year reported :- 

/ a.> The namos of tbe acTeral; bcIkMI books in Mite tri the sohoal 
in'theii4ialiiitt, dttiDgiMttjnr.: .- ■-.,. .. > 
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. ; 4. :The ttuinher of pupils who havja ^ten^ the jK4^oo].^f^ 
ilbteict % a tel-no less than two mdnths, during ,the paid year ; ^h^ 
uumber attending two, and less than four mqntha ; the ni|mb^r 
atteqdiog four and less than six months ; the nuijaber att^nd^i^g^ 
BIX and less than ^gbt months ; the number attending eight and; 
^s than ten months ; tb^ number attending ten and, less t^an 
twelve pwnths; a^^4. the number attending twelve months : 
. 6. The nnmber of s^^ect and private schools in their districts 
other thap incorporated seminaries, and the average member, of 
pupiW att^dingihem during the preceding year : 
. 6. The nmnb^ of colored children between the ages of four 
«Hd tw^pt)i-on^ye^8^ attending any school fpr sucb ohildrelfe 
established in the district^ and instructed therein : at; leafitm 
months by a teacher duly licensed, specifying the number attend- 
ing from diffferent districts, designating such districts, and th« 
number from eitch, the amount of public money received from the 
Town Sttpeiinite^denlt f^r *uch ^qolst daring they^atf' etti'vgtg 
Wit.btbedMe of their r^por^ find the amount paid for the tompen- 
9etion, of 8U£(li t4a^h^»ov;er, and above the public aooey jbo received^ 
. . Oi^e ofithe most mportant items in (he 4UEufttt€d repr^ift.of tfraefeci 
u the number of QhUdi^ea raiding in the distri€it;bet]|r^n.th6 a^ea 
oC 4 and 21, aavit itffords the most suite and pmetical tett< o£ the 
progress of pijmarj education. There is reason to bieliev)e, . that 
Un9 reports haye heretofore been v^y inaeeu«ate in this respect 
8ofiQ6 diiBieulty W^atis^ true, been eKperien^ in determimng 
with the requisiiei pr0<P>ip% t^ children, proper to bjs mohided 
within the boundaries of th^ aeversd didt^iots ; bul the. specific pro^ 
V^ons of Ululate atct, g 148, (No.,138,) will^it isbelievedj jremore 
eirery difficully of this kind. By that seo^n it is required] that 
the report! shall include all children oter 4 and iuBder:21^ who, at 
the date of thei report, are^aotuofy in the district, composing ^^ 
of the family of theur>employers,^c., residing at the tingle ia the 
dis(trict| although such, residettce, — that i^ of the employerg^ 
parent9, &a^ be t^mppraiy. But children belonging to the ^Eunily 
of a person who is an inhabitant of another district, are not to be 
included. If therefore, a person who is not an inhabitant c^sdmt 
other district, rerides temporarily in a g^ven district, all the diildr 
len belonging to his ^^nily are to be reported. The law embraee$ 
a class of persons who were not before enumerated in any dis^ 
trict — ^those whose pearents or employers had not gained ia residenoe 
in the state* 

Children attending an academy, are to be. enumerated, only 
where their parents ^are actually residents of the district in whioli 
the academy is sittiated.-- <7atB. School Dec 58. 

Tnateea are etprei^ly prohibited by law from including in their 
^numetotion dnldren supported at a county poor-house, § 117, 
(No. 1«7:) ' ' \ \ ^ . '. 

The children of a man removii^ on the last day of December 
iri«ntane.^«triQt\ to andtli^, . ai^.to: be ennioerated^ iiai thd dlstiiet 
into which he moves. The enumeration is made with a view to 
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die apportionment of the monej. for the sncceeding year ; and it w 
proper that the monej drawn upon the basis of ^at ennmeration 
should as far as possible, go to the district in which the children 
enumerated are to reside, and in which the money received for 
their benefit is to be expended. — Com. School Dec. 216. 

A man cannot, however, gain a residence in a place unless he 
goes there with ^ intention of rematning. Where, therefore, an 
inhabitant of a school district leaves such district with the whole 
or a portion of his family a few days previous to the last of De- 
cember, and goes into another district, where after remaining a 
lew days, he returns to the former district, his diildren are never- 
theless to be enumerated by the trustees of the district to which he 
evidently belongs. — Per Young, Sup*t 

Form of a district report to he made hy the TVustees to the Town 

Superintendent of Common Schools. 

To the Town Superintendent of common sdiools of the town of 

We, the trustees of school district number in said town, im 
conformity with the statutes relating to common schools, do certify 
and report,that the whole time any school has been kept in our dis- 
trict during the year ending on the date hereof, and since the date 
of the last report for the siud district is, [here insert the whole time 
emy school has been kept in the district sekoolhoueey aUhough for a 
part of that time it may have been kept bw teachers not dvly quoK* 
fUd,"] and that during said year and ance ike date of said last 
report such school has been kept by a teacher [or teachers as the 
ease may be,"] after obtaining a certificate of qualification, accor* 
ding to law, is [here insert the time with precision:'] that the 
amount of money apportioned to our district by the Town Super* 
intendent of cMnmon schools during the said year and since the 
date of the said last report, except library money, is [here insert 
the whole amount, excepting library money, c^hough it may have 
been received in whole or in part by predecessors in office,] and that 
the said sum has been applied on our order to the payment of the 
eompensation of teachers employed in the said district and licen- 
sed as the statute prescribes. [If the amount (portioned has 
not been expended, iJie reason for such omission should be parttcu^ 
larly specified.] That the amount of library money received in 
our district from the Town Superintendent of common schools 
during said year and since the date of the said last report, is [here 
insert the whole amount of library money, aUhough it may have 
ieen received in whole or in part by predecessors in offlee,] and 
that the said sum has been applied to the purchase of a library 
for the district, [or to the purchase of a map of the State of New 
York, a terrestncd globe, a black-board, Sfc, (specifying partieularly 
the articles purchased) in pursuance of a vote of the district at a 
special meeting called and held according to law,] That the 
number of volumes belonging to the district library and on hand 
on the last day of Deeem]^ last^ is [here insert the whole mmier 



ff volumes.'] That the number of children tauffht in said district, 
during said year and since last report is [here insert the same, not 
by conjecture, but by reference to the teachers^ list, or other authen- 
he sourees."] That of the said children (10) attended less thdii 
Iwo months; (5) two months and less than four; (8) four months 
and less thin sis; (4) six months and less than eight; eight 
months and less than ten ; ten months and less thsm twelve ; 
twelve months. And that the number of children residing in our 
iintrict Wk the last day of December last, who are over four and 
mder twentj-one years of age, is {here insert the numher, tahin§ 
im such as resided in the district on the last day of DecemA^, and 
9Pho toert then ovsrjour and under twenty -^me years of a^,] and 
that the names of the parents, and other persons with whom su^ 
•hildren respective reside, and the number residing with each ar« 
fOtttaioed in schedule A. annexed. 

l^If a colored school has been taught in the district the foUowiny 

should be cMedi^ 

That the number of colored children between the ages of 4 and 
iwentj-one years attending a school taught in our district during 
the year aforesaid, by a licensed teacher for at least six months, 
was [24 ;3 of whom [101 resided in said district, [5] attending 
from district No. 5, [4] from district No. 7, [2] from district No. 
6, and [SJ from district No. 19. That the whole amount of pub- 
lic money received from the Town Superintendent of common 
schools of our town, during the year aforesaid, for the use of said 
colored school, was % and that the said sum has been applied 
to the compensation of the teacher thereof; and that the amount 
paid to such teacher, over and above the public money so receiv- 
ed, was $ ,] 

And we further report, that our school has been visited by the 
Town Superintendent times, during the year preceding this 
report, and that the sum paid for teachers' wages, over and above 
flie pubHc moneys apportioned to said district, during the same 
year, amounts to $ . [Is to bejUled with the sum toted of all 
ifie school biUs for the year, after applying the school money to the 
payment of such wages ^ That the school books in use in said 
aistrict during said year, are the following, viz: [Here specify 
the titles of ml the text boohs used in the school during the several 
terms. That there have been private or select schools, not 
focorporated, taught in said district during the year aforesaid, and 
that the average number of pupils in attendance therein was. 
[Here state the number eu near as can be ascertained,^ 

Dated at the first day of January, in the year of our 

Lord one thousand eight hundred and 

A. B.) 

C. D. y Trustees 



Form of a Dittrict Report, where the diitrict it/bmed (mt ofbe^ 

or more adjoining lowns. 

To the Town SnperiiileDdent of common aohoels of thp tows «r > 

We, the tnistees of B«ho<4 diBtriot number , formed pftiliy 

ont ofBAid town, and partly out of thea^ialng'toirn of ■ ,d<y,^ 

confcnviky iril4i the Btatatea relating to MHBmon sdiooli, certify aul 

That the school honse m said district ib sifaistod in thd tomi 
«f That the whole time any sekool Im 

lieen kept in our dietritit, during the yenr ending on tiiedata 
Hiereof, and sinoe the. date' ef the last Tsvort for anid dia> 
1ri«t, 'is \hefe intert the whole timt'cmf. Mokoei hm been bfi 
<nt Mtf dittrict' trAool-JiouK, whkougk Jor a part of thai Hma it 
mai] have been kept by teachers dvlff ^limkfhd,^ and that itktt tiw 
during aaid yeai^and since the date of said last report, such schqo^ 
has been kept by a teacher, '[^or teachirs, as the case may '5e',]' attt# 
obtaining a certificate of qu«Hfltetion aeoording to law is [Aere »«- 
tert ihe lime with preciiion.'j That the amount of money appor- 
tioned to our district by the. Town Superintendents of commoq 
■choolfi, during the s^id year, and since the dale of the said la^t 
report, excepting library money, ia [here, inUri the whoie amowtt 
excepting txbrary monty, akhough itfMty.kave been' received t« 



scribed bg. Jtiin!^ That the number of Tolumea belonging to'tho 
district library and 'on hand on the last day of December last, is 
\here insert Ihe'whble nuntber of volumes.'} That the number of 
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^iMten: taufgtit'ki jald distnet du^i^ said ]^aiv. iiiid ^<^v'1^2|id 
If^ ittpiort, is lkir0 dntert the ^ame^ m>i iy canjMfin, hU^ h^ rtf- 
farence to the teachers^ list or oMen^ anitkentic M^t^f<j^*] a,Ttat cf^ 
t^e fiald cMldieB [10'] attended less i^batl<twb;moiUbay;[8] .t}firo 
wnlhs and kgg thsm fBar, [6] fow molithfi 0jDid ksfi i^db$>^)&ix^ .[$}• 
auR liiontliii andiessthaa el^t, [3] eight mootb^itsbdl^^s tiii^^ t^x^ 
*'lteii moiiiths^d less thap twelre^i . Iwel^^e .mdoibs* »Aa4; that 
Ihefiiitaiber of childrea'resiniiig ia 0uir dtsUaoiiM 4be l§a(;dli7! j0fr 
Beeeori^ei last, mbo weve ov«r &(ur. and vodlar . tw^ebit^rmi^ : yisarp, 
of age, is [Aere insert the number, taking in sUfch 4»^u^Mmllf^ r^r. 
Sde imtkerdittriot ^ middoj/i and tMo t^m then over\ffi>iir .ccnd 
under twenty-one years of age,'] andthat tbeiOOWiDada.iof Ikbfi .p8|:ieat«t 
or other person* Mth whom such children respectively reside, 
and-^the-jrainberlresidipg with each are contained in schedule A. 
annexed. i . .. i 

rt, ''• -'';.'«)■• ■ ' ' ■"' . .(>/ . . ' ' : I" / r ■* . '• ^ » -£ "''i 

[^a»<!d4M1vi^aA«4>/:Aaf hefii% imigU incite, flispri^^^he jmwinill^ 
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, T igkouldhs added/] 

'ii''£hat the niikibep of cftlotodel^ldren -^between the ages o£5>iind' 
li^l^ears ottering a 6cfa<M^< taa^^ht ib ottr .didindt during tlM» ^lown 
ftforesdidy'-bJralrMinsedfe^usher for atr least Jour tno&thfl, .(i^) of> 
fi4ioih*^I0;)'7e8ide Sn»said ' dtitekt, {5^^ att;ended froqif di^vici > No«: 
^H4) i^vop dtetrict{^o.:7,^2)MkQa<vdi^rfct No.iG^ apd (S:> frOfti^ 
dktriot'Ko. 19^ l*hat the THioleaaibuilt of publio mdaskef tnsc^yed) 
finnn itho T^wn Saperidtendent^ofioommorityeohoolsiofoikr^ town: 
daring the >fear aforesaid, for the<xisft lof said teblooed sbhool, >^ai 
t n l , and tliat'the fold lauin kasi bosa . applied ; to. tlia f^cHnfenaarf 
tian of ti^e teachdr tkerbof ; aadi thdt /lltei amount poid^ to > sueb^ 
taacjiet over ^nd idt)^<ire tb^ paUie ^iloney so reodiivd^ iwas' # »} 
Tkiat 6f ihe said'^iikirea, so as abo¥0 jttaied ta«<bave> been, taught. • 
in^'Qiir vaiddistTiet; tbe tomber belonging* tojtbat ^pant lof sitid. di»f 
Iriot iyingiki'^uid itown of > is:' v,Mand'that the ikoaibQi^ 
befengingi'tOitbaiotheripartlhereof^ilyiDg in.fiaid to^Uf^ofi .. .< / lid 
. That of the said children between the said ageSiofiilotUI 
anfl^iweHtflf^n^ <Tec^s; loi^abovd, ^Medtft reside ^ dUrf distdct, 
ffaa adfldbcs'i^idkilr ia l^ab pakt<ifs^ distrtcit lying! in iiaidi4iOihft 
of /" 'i ' iii#^ -' > ' ^and^Antifae inHiibe]:ireai4ing ii^ihi3 olfllerpaiil; 
Hietco^ifyingtifilsaad'towp'Of''" • '^ i^ - -< .> •'!'<)" "••.hiis^ 
^^.:j4b4I we*^ favtiiier4ie|>ort itiiatTNafr'sehooI has be^n ihspecte^ibir; 
tte 1 2Wh Sap^irint^ndent ^ dwriag - the pa^t year/ [^ncd on tufftHi{ 
ir^imoil> a/t^'cdif' ak ' ihel ttBS^'ij^kf beu]. That the suin hptdd: 
for teachers' wages in said district, over and above the piib*: 
lid Ubeif ^pordobed 4^ s^id di^dcl, during the ^aihe y^r, 
i|tioiuit»''to $• 4cht8v pf^wbicii *; <.. doUara eenta^ 

mr^ ^d< by ^tbtftt pai)^ 4>f 1 Iho diatribt) l^g in < the towqi of ' > i > 
aadi • i ^ ddlaiia ' 'toniCS) 4^. that tptat lying .in die i6tnt: 

o£> ♦■'■«'' !!'• *** 1" 1 '*..' < .;.!■./■ ,•'/ I '.', I '. ... > 1 - > .'' '>!«** 



[This Naf^is to h€ Jihd with the $mm total &fM the KhoolhOb 
far the yem*, whUh art made otU after applying the eehool maneg 
to the payment of the teachere' wages.'] 

That the school books in use in said district, daring said yetaif 
are the foUowing, tiz : [ifer« specify the title of all the text boohs 
used in the uhM during the several termsJ] That there have beea 
private or select schools, not incorporated, taughl in said dis- 
trict during the jear aforesaid, and that the avera^ number of 
pupils in attendance therein was [here state the number as near m 
can be ascertained] 

Dated at , this first daj of January in the year of our Lord 

one thousand eight tendred and 

A. B.) 

C. D. } Trustees. 

E. F.) 

By § 145 of the act of 1847, (No. 168,) «*Town Superintendents 
of common schools, and trustees and clerks of school dwtriets, re- 
ftising or wilfully neglecting to mi^e any report, or to perform 
any other duty required by law, or by regulations or decisions made 
under the authority of anj statute, shall sevendly forfeit to their 
ti»wn, or to their district, as the case may be, ^ the use of the 
common schools therein, the sum of ten dollars for each such neg- 
lect or refusal, which penalty shall be sued for and colieot- 
ed by the supervisor of the town, and paid orer to tlie proper of- 
fleers, to be discributed for the benefit of the common schools in the 
town or district to which such penalty belongs ; and when the 
sbare of school or library money apportioned to any town or dis* 
trict, or school, or any portions thereof, or any nioney to which a 
town or district would hare been entitled, shall be lost in conse- 
quence of any wilful neglect oi official duty by any Town Super- 
intendent of oommen schods, or trustees or derks of school dts- 
triets, the officers guilty of such neglect shi^ f<»feit to the town 
or district the full amount, with interest, of the mobeys so lost ; and 
Htkey shall be jointly and severallj liable for the payment of sudi 
Ibrfeitore.'' 

By § 1S3, of the school ac^ (No. 143,) ^^Eyery trustee of m 
school dktrict, or separate neighboriiood, who shall: sign a false te-* 
port to die Town Superintendent of common schools of his town, 
with the intent of causing such Town Superit^tendeBt to apportion 
a«id pay to his district or neighborhood, a lai^r sum than its jcurt 
ptoportion of the school moneys of the town, shall, for each ofienoe, 
forfoit the sum of twenty-five dollars, and shall also be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeancM*." 

By § 15 of chap. 382, of Laws of 184d, << Whenever it AeM be 
satisfoctorily proven to the State Superint^ident that any counfy 
or town superintendent, <»* other school officer, has embedded the 
public money, or any money coming into his hands for school pur- 
poses, or has been guilty of the wilfol violation of any law, or 
neglect of any duty or of disobeying any decision, order or^regn- 
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ktion of the Department of Common Schools, the State Superin- 
tendent is hereby authorised to remove such officer from such office, 
by an order under the seal of office of the Secretary of State." 

rm TRITSTEES ACCOUNTING TO THEIR SUCCESSORS, FATING 
OVER BALANCES AND DELIVERING PAPERS TO THEM. 

By § 125, et, seq. of the school act, (No. 145, et seq,,) ** The 
trusteeB of eacli school distiict shall, once in each year, render to 
tjbe district, at its annual meeting, a just and true account, in wri- 
ting, of aU moneys received by them respectively, for tbe use 6t 
their disiriet, and of the manner in which the same shall have 
be^ exp^ded ; which account shall be delivered to the distriol 
elerk, and be filed and recorded by him. Any balance of. snob 
moneys, which shall appear from such account to remain in the 
haods of the trustees, or either of them, at the time of rendering 
tbe account, shall immediately be paid to some one or more of their 
successors in office. Every trustee who shall refuse or neglect to 
xender sudi account, or to pay over any balance so found in bis 
hapds, shall, for each ofifeoce, forfeit the sum of twenty-five 6oU 
lars. 

^ It shall be the duty of his successors in ofBce, or of the Town 
SuperintetuleBt, to prosecute without delays in their nnme of office, 
for the recovery of such forfeiture ; and the moneys recovered 
shall be applied by them to the use and benefit of their district 
schools* Such successors shall also have the same remedies fot 
the reoovery of any unpaid balance in the hands of a former trus^ 
tee, or his repre^niatives, as are given to the Town Superintend'^ 
fat of Common Scho<^ against a former Superintendent and his 
xepresentatives ; and the moneys recovered -shall be applied by 
them to the use of their district, in the same manner as if they 
bad been paid without suit. All bonds or securities taken fa^ the 
trustees from the collector of their district, shall, on the expiration 
of their office, be delivered over by them to their successors in of« 
fioe." 

IX. SUITS BY AND AGAINST TRITSTEBS. 

I. ST7ITS BT TRVSTBES. 

- By § 74| Laws of 1847, (No. 96,) trustees are authorized to 
sue for and recove/the moneys due upon any security taken by 
them or their predecessors in office^ on the sale of the school-house 
and site of their district, in tbe oases provided for by that seetion^ 
with interest and costs. 

By § 89, (No. 1 12A trustees are authoriieJ to prosecute for tbe 
amount due on a tax list or rate-bill, against non-residents of their 
district, where no goods or chattels can be found in the district 
vbereoa to levy« 



By §414» (N^Qu 134,) ^9j ^le 4kQcled» in oase Hap Vf^mj$ n^fi 
portioned to their district are withheld bj the Town Superinteuiiir 
ent, to pr<^e<?|ite for the recovery theiwf, with intent,. or to poiw 
sue such other remedy for the recovery thereof as is or shall be 
^ren hj law. This provision, it is supposed, is appli^ble only 4^ 
eases of iUe^ql detei^^on in the bands 6i the Town SuperintendeBt 
of money apportioned to a district, and not to the withholding of 
auch fnon^ey in cons^ueoce of the discovery of soiae illegality ' or 
inforstialitj in the reports from the distdots. Where the right of 
tile district to its shstre it incontestible, «Bd tiie «m^nt i^ "Still wiA 
kteldforaby reason, the tmstees are directed to^pMieouibe, and the 
proper iretaedy ia sndi a case would be <«n taction of aSsbtopsit f» 
9»Hioy had and: reeeiifred to the useof the disiridt or ieiidier agaiaii 
Miofa Town Superintendent 
• By § 1:26, (No. 148,) trustees aiie vfo^^dei ' t^ prosecute theii^ 

Sredeoesflons for. the recovery of the Ibrfeiture <^'twefity-five tM^ 
urs, incurred by a recusal or neglect to aocioimt, or to pay over any 
balance dne fp<Mn them, on the expiration <if their term of of!h&^^ 
and to i^Iy t^ moDiey reeovered to^the tse ^aad 'bene^ of tbeli^ 
school; and by § 12^^No. 149j) ihey are aulhorii^ed to prosecuW 
for any unpaid balance in the hands of a former trustee, or his rep^ 
lesenlaiives, and directed to wgi^ the amooiit; reedvered* to the use 
pf tibe disttiet, in tlie same manner as if it had been {laid witboui 

By § £02, (Noi. 125,) they are also autliodze4 io ptoiecnte f<^ 
Ibe reooveryj with interest and costs, of all for^tures iticurred br 
a collector, aad unpaid baiJEmees ki His hands, and toap^ttte wii^ 
neys retovered in the iame manner as if pdd withont Strit 

By § 61, (No^ Bd,) trustees are to prosecute fon^ the recovery of 
Ibe l&ie of ten dollari, with costs of suk, 'ksposed upon any* 
iiihabitaBt^ Toting at any school distmt meieting, witiiout hmtd 
quailed. » 

, . 2i. sviTS AjBAmsT T-i^ysT^E^ps. .... 

It is conceived that an essential service may be rendered to oflf^ 
cers connected with common schools, by informing them of some 
general prinoiples to; nkcm (bo eoitepjk /of ^ie\m Vabilisly to suits by 
individuals. 

Officers required l^y.flainr to ^^^tetrcisQ tbeir judgments are not an- 
swerable for mistakes of law, or mere errors of Judgment, without 

H?y %vd.Qr n^coi- j0f^^$ v^.^Wc^w^y -iiAf Jih^n's Xe- 

.. ^ pf^blio oiOker who is tjequir^ ; by-law to aiH^ii^ cMjain casein 
acrq(Kding;;t^ Ms Jiu4iB?y>ent qr^pinioa» aild subjeetito^enahite {£« 
his neglect, is not liable to a party for an omisoion aritii^'filDitiia 

mi^ti^e ^r wa»t of skill; if a»tipgiin ^soodl faith* t S^mcforv^. Ma* 

' t^^t'an o^^p«atnitted iby ibetcetmnion'lav.oD.by^fttatiite,, is^Ulb 
ble to an action for negligence in the performance/ of IhifiAma^ Jar 
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f»r fraud or neglect in the ezeeutfoa of bU ofBce. Jinner «w. Jo- 
Kffe, 9 John, Rep. 881. 

And an officer wbo commandB an act to b« done byHwuiiig K 
murant or ottisr process, if he act without juriedictitn of the eab* 
ject matter, or of the person, is liable as a tPeepaeser. Norton «i> 
Auckmoody, 7 WendsUj SOO. But ff be have jurisdict^Mi, errors 
in jtidgiBent do not subject him to aa aetion. ■ 

Mere iiregulariticB in proceedings will not render an officer hirti 
ing dscretionajrr powerg, or acting as a judge, Rable t6 a ciril suli 
There Is a large claas of cases, in which the' r^edj Is only b^ 
plea to ^e proceedinf^ or by writ of error. — See Batlen vs. Pottef 
VJ Johnt.\^a,an4 Gri^nvs. ^{ickeB, 2 C^iretl^s S^.SiS: ''■'] 

The coll^ctoror other officer who eicecUfei pipcess, has peculiar 
protection. He is protected, although the coart or officer issuing 
Moh process have not, in fact, jurisdiction of' the Case; if on thfl 
fkce of the process, it appears that siich court or officer had juiii^ 
diction of thetuhject mailer, a^d nothing appears in, such pro-J 
oess to apprise the officer but Aat there was juriafliclion of the 
person of the party a 
ttm, 5 WendelPi Sef 

A contract made b 
JBg ; and wher^ a ci 
bvstees, the presence 
(rary be shown, Tvi 
tjiird, if b^ was duly 
ooDSulted and refus* 
17. ■ ■ ■ . - ^ . ..,, 

When a district votes a tax to purchase a new si(«, and .build ^ 
aohool-hiMwe thereon, wlere the conswt of the To»a Bup^ntieDd- 
ent had not been ot^ined for a change of the lite, [ijie district iwfe 
hfiing an altered Me,] ibe trustees are liable in tiwspm^ lor u^ini} 
out a tax list and issuing a yiaatuu for the collection «if such tax ii 
on the i^wind that the dislrict had^ ap authority U> Tote Hich a tax* 
£afser Bg. JPreemm, 9: Wipdeil, M. .;. . - ^ 

Trustees are not liable as trespassers for omitting to insert th^ 
,ifMn«S'Of allthe taxable inhabiJiBntfi io the tax l«t, Trher« tber4' is 
W ^videnfteof bad jtulh>on;th^r part,— T.^Ktoi|i :ti«, €/fimdar, IJl 

Subacduiate tribonals aro n«t liable. oat^flfpaKSEs&riUsis dwd 
jniwing out of m emr of , jiudgBi«nt.--^iii J 

IVuGteas are liable ia treapasi for i)aaki«g«uMheir ttd l<Mt:p> 
(M ai^ Dlher basis than.the bat assfsstu^iU roll <^thQtOHp,. after it 
has been reviewed and finally s^tl^ by the asaessora.TvmjtJtirafMfM 

JbihabiM^Bts c^ adistHct murt vote ^pceaaa and deiinit^Bum'tf 
a hue fcr gilding i^ sthool-h'luse or asy other ■ pijcpoE«,: and Uvtb 
teas wiU B0t be autbof^sed ta.issue th«r^ftr'a9l"toil«Tj s tftx.tul* 
der.a.gWSMtV;W»*--Tn^So4fW»h^*, ^Po«£j(%ip.^*I.'3Wf .■ ■.■ ■ • -^ 



301 

Trustees ia office are liable on the contracts of their predeces- 
sors for the employment of teachers, personally, because they hare 
tbe means of indemnifying themselves, and those who made tht 
contract are not liable aAer the expiration of their term of office. — 
Silver vs. Oumming,7 WentleU, 181. 

The court intimate a distinction between those cases wher^ the 
trustees ar<^ not to act unless money is previously raised, and those 
where itpstobe collected subsequent to the performance of the w<H'k. 
In the first class of cases they are not to incur responsibilities be- 
jond the means in their possession ; they render themselves pet- 
sonally responsible, and their successors are not holden. The first 
class of cases would seem to include those only which are specified 
in sub. 5 of § 82, (No. 103,) and those in which blank books, maps, 
fflobes, black boards and other school apparatus may be procured 
by means of a previous tax. In these cases successors are suppo- 
sed not to to be liable, unless money comes into their hands for the 
purpose. 

In all other cases, it is supposed successors are liable on the con- 
tacts of their predecessors. 

It is quite important to trustees to know that the decisions of 
this depai-tment have been, uniformly, that their costs in any suit 
cannot be paid by a vote of the district to levy a tax for that pur- 

gose, as the only purposes for which a tax can be voted are speci- 
ed in the statutes, and this is not among them. 

Questions respecting the liability of trustees for their joint acts 
and for the acts of each other are frequently presented. It becomes 
proper to state the grounds and limits of their responsibility in this 
respect, that they may be better enabled to guard against its conse- 
cpienoes. 

The object being to secure fidelity to the trust and to prevent 
negligence and fraud, the rules which govern in the cases of exee- 
Btors, guardians and other private trustees, must be applicable to 
officers holifing a similar fiduciary relation to the public, and there- 
in the principles which have been settled in those cases by the 
courts, will be the guide in determining the extent of the liability 
ti the trustees. 

The general rule, as laid down by an eminent jurist, (Story oa 
Equity Jurisprudence,) and sustained by the adjudged cases, k^ 
that joint trustees are responsible only for their own acts, and not 
kft the acts of each other, unless they have made some agreement 
by which they have expressly agreed to be bound for each other ; 
or have, by their voluntary co-operation or connivance, enabled the 
Other to accomplish an object in vidation of the trust. This rule 
la exemplified in the following cases : 

1. Where money has been received jointly, all are in general 
Bable for its application, and a joint receipt is presumptive evi- 
*eace of the fact that it came to the hands of all ; but either may 
diow that his joining In the receipt was formal or necessary, and 
that the whole of the money was in fict recetrod by his compaa* 
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io)is. And if it wad misapplied before there was a reasotutble op- 
portunity to control it, he would not be responsible. 

2. When by any positive act, direction or i^reen^At,. of one 
joint trustee, the money is paid over and comes to the hands of 
the others, when it might and should have been otherwise coo- 
trolled or secured by both, then each will be chargeable for the 
whole. ^ 

There is great difficulty in applying this rule to the ease of 
trustees of common schools. The money for distnbution cannot 
be in the hands of more t^n one ; there are ordinarily no meant 
of insuring a control over it by all, by depositing it in a bank or 
other place of security, and there is no authority by which any 
two trustees could require the tlurd to give security tor its faithful 
disbursement. One has as much right to its custody as anothen 
The simple fact, therefore, that public money has been received by 
one and misapplied, cannot in itself render the others liable, it 
would seem thei^fore, that there should be some act of omission 
or commission on the part of the others to render them liable for 
the misconduct of their associate ; and here the following rule 
teems better adapted to the case : 

8. If one trustee wrongfully suffer the other to detain the trust 
money a long time in his own hands without security, or should 
lend it to him on his simple note, or should join with the other ia 
lending it on sufficient security, in all sudi cases he would be held 
liable for any loss. Of course, a trustee who has coanived at or 
been privy to an embezzlement of the trust money would be liai>le. 
And if it be mutually agreed between them that one shall have 
Uie exclusive management of one part of the trust property, and 
the other of another part, both would be liable for the acts of each. 

Considering the equal rights and powers of each trustee, that 
the law has made no provision for requiring security from them, 
and the gross injustice of making an officer responsible for the 
misconduct of an associate over whom he has no control, they 
ought not to be held liable for each other's acts unless there be 
tome evidence of participation or connivance, like those specified 
in the third class of cases above mentioned. 

By section 108, of title 4, chap. 8, part 3, Rev. Stat., p. 4769 
T0I. 2, Ist edition, [§ 112, p. 390, 2d edition, vol. 2,] it is provided 
that in suits against trustees of school districts, and other officers^ 
^ the debt, damages or costs recovered against them, shall be col- 
lected in the same manner as against individuals ; and the amount 
to collected shall be allowed to them in their official aceounts/ 
It it presumed that this provision does not relate to actions for 
personal delinquences, but to those only which arise out c^ an offl- 
dal duty. As the recoveries are to be '* allowed them in their 
accounts," it is implied that they may retain the amount of moniet 
in their hands, and set off the sums recovered. But this cafinot 
apply to the public school odoneys, as those moneys are appr<^ri- 
ated by law to specific purposes, and coxmot be diverted to any 
other. 



By I U^ of the act of 1847, (No. 169^) it U provWfd that « m 
any suit which shall herei^fter be commenced against Town Super* 
intendenta of common schools, or officers of school districts, for 
a«j act performed by virtue of, or under color of, their offices, or 
tor any refusal or omission to perfonn any duty enjoined by lawj 
and which jnight have been the subject of an appeal to the Super- 
intendent, no costs shall be allowed to the plaintiff in cases whero 
Ihe court shaU ^rtify that it appeared on the trial of the cause 
that the defendants acted in good faith. But this provision shall 
aot extend to salts for penalties, nor to suits or proceedings to 
eaforce the decisions of the Superintendent." 

By § 1, of chap. 172, laws of 1847, as amended by chap. 38^, 
laws of 1849, it is provided that ^ whenever a suit shall have beea 
commenced, or shall herea^r be commenced against the trustees 
of a school district, in consequence of acts by them performed im 
pursuance of atMl by the direction g£ such district^ for any act 
performed by virtue of, or under color of their office,, and &u(^ suit 
fhall have been finally deterpnined, or whenever ai^er the final 
extermination; of any suit commenced by or against any trustees 
or other officers of a school district, a majority of the taxable 
inhabitants of any school district shall so determine, it shall be the 
duty of the trustees to aaoertain in the manner hereinafter d^cribed, 
tike actual amotuit of all costs, charges and expanses paad by such 
bfficer,. and te cause the same to be assessed upon and collected of 
the taxable inhabitants of said, district, in the same manner af 
other taxes of said district are by law assessed and collected, and 
when BO collected to pay the same over to the officer, by virtue of 
this act, entitled to receive the same ; but this provision shall not 
eoct^id to auita for penalties, nor suitaopr proce^ioge to enforce the 
decision oi the SMperint^ndent; 

. By §.2.. <' Whenever any person mentioned^in the first secticp 
4^. this act shall have paid aQy costs, charges or expenses as men- 
tioned in said fisst section, he shall make out an account of such 
ehargeSi costs and expenses so paid by him, giving the items there- 
of and verify the same by his oath or affirmation ; he shall serve 
a copy of said account so sworn to, upon the trustees of the district 
Against which sjuch claim shall be made, together with a notice in 
writing that on a certain day therein specified, he will present Buck 
recount to the board of supervkors of the eoun^ in which such 
School district shall be situated, for settlement at some legal meeti- 
sag of sucb board ; apd it ^all be the duty of the offieer upoa 
li^QBi sueh copy, account and notice shall be served, to attend at 
ihe tioie and place in such nptice specified, to protect the rights 
4tnd ii^evestftof such district upon such settlement. 

§ 3« ^ Upon the a|>pearanoe of the ^ parties,; (^ruppn due proof 
of service c^ the notice and copy of account mentioned in the second 
JMdion efthie act, if the.said hoard ^all be of opinion th^t such 
Account or a^y portion ther^f ought justly to be paid to the clain^f 
fa;^ sueb ibeftrd^miij. by .aa, order to bf^ made by a mt^Jqritv of m 
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the meinberd elected to tlie same, ahd to be etrfered in it^ ooinutetj 
require each acoount or such part thereof as such board shall be of 
^inkm ought justly to be paid to^ the cli^ant, by such district to 
be so paid ; but no portion of such account shall be £10 ordered to 
be paid which shall appear to the said boatd to have Arisen ftoiiL 
the wilM neglect or misconduct of the chtimant The acc6unt, 
^th the oath of Ihe party claiming the same, shall be prima facie 
evidence of the correctness thereof. The board may adjourn the 
bearing from time to time as justice shall seem to r^quif'e. 

§ 4. ** It shall be the duty of the trustees of any school district, 
lOithin thirty days after service ef a copy of such order upon them 
4o cause the same to be entered at length in the book of reciorA 
*ef said district, cmd to issue to the collector of said district a 'wait'- 
tutit for the collection of the amount so directed to b^ paid, ifl ihk 
'same manner and with the like force and effect as upon al^x voted 
%y said district." 

' It will be perceived that two* classes of casies are here f^udeS 
to. 1st. Where suits have been brought against trustees, in con*- 
se^fuence of €he peiftvmance of anv official act by them, and sucb 
^«uits shall have been finally determined ; in which case, the trusteep 
Jmay at once make out their account of costs, charges and expenses, 
-Terify the same, and present it to th^ Boatd of Supervisoi^, ttnth- 
wt am 0>ction on the part of the district ; dr they may, in their 
-discretion, probure a vote ef the district to that efTect: and 2d, 
When suits have been thought by <rr againit itoy trustees, or oth^ 
-i^ficers of a school district, and such suits shall have been fin^Njr 
'determined ; in which case, (with the esrception of suits broug^ 
mgainst trustees, as above ref^ei to,) a vote of the disttict iS 
necessary to authorize an account of the costs, charges and ezpen- 
-iOB) to be made out, as provided by the second section, and laid 
before ihe Board of Supervraors. In both cases, bo tax can be 
levied on the district for the amount of such costs, charges and 
expenses, except on the order of the Board of Supeirvisors^ a3 
«pecified in the third section. 

IX MlSOiTLLANEOtTS PROVISIOK^S APPLICABLE TO TRUSTEES. 
1. SCHOOLS FOB COLOBBD CHHtDBBKr. 

By § 147, of the act of 1847, (No. l79,) a school for colored 
.children may be established in any district, with the approbation gf 
t|ie Town Superintendent, which is to be under the charge of the 
trustees of the district in which such school is established. Trust- 
ees, in theifi annual reports, are also required particularly to spe- 
cify the number of such children over four and under twenty-one 
years of age attending such school from different districts, naming 
BBifeh districts respectively, and the number from e^cb attendiae 
for six months, and instructed ti^ a dulv qualified teacher, whi(£ 
report is to form the basis of an apportionment .to sufch school, b(^ 
the Town Superintendent, pfti share of the public, nioney* Fi4l 
and explicit instifuctions to Town Superintendents and trustees, 



and tlie neccdeary forms for reports in relation to these schools, wiB 
he found under the appropriate heads. 

The provisions contained in this section are more particularly 
applicable to those cities and large villages where no special legal 
provisions have been made for the instruction of color^ children. 
The means provided, are, it is true, altogether insufficient to meet 
the expense which must necessarily be incurred in the organization 
of these schools ; and inasmoch as the class of community for 
whose special benefit they are intended is generally unable to con- 
tribute to such expense in any considerable degree, the object in 
view can seldom be fully attained, but through the efforts of chari- 
table and benevolent individuals in the several districts from which 
the colored schools are composed. These efforts have hitherto 
been paralyzed by the absence of any legal power to effe<5t the ne- 
cessary organisation ; and the provision now made, was doubtless 
intended to supply that defect, and to furnish a nucleus around 
nrhieh the benevcient exertions of the friends of education and 
humanity might be concentrated. If, however, in any of the 
country districts, a colored school can be organized and efficiendj 
kept up for the requisite length of time, it is hoped no efforts wiU 
be spared to carry into effect the provisions of the section. Colored 
diildren are entitled equally with all others, to the privil^es and 
advantages of the district school: and wherever they can be 
grouped together in a separate school, under the charge of a cooir 
petent teacher, they will be far more likely to derive the full be- 
Bcfits of such instruction as may be best adapted to their circum- 
stances and condition, while at the same time, the disadvantages 
inseparable from their attendance at the district sclux^, will be 
avoided. 

By Chap. 228 of the law& of 1845, (Nos. 174-178,) it is jhto- 
vided that no person shall wilfully disturb, interrupt or disquiet any 
assemblage of persons met at any school district, with the assent 
of the trustees of the school district, for the purpose of receiving 
instruction in any of the branches of education usually taught in 
the common schools of this state, or in the science of music. Who- 
ever shall violate the provisions of the foregoing section, mayj)e 
tried before any justice of the peace of the county, or any mayor, 
alderman, recorder, or other magistrate of any city where the 
offence shall be committed ; and upon conviction, shall forfeit a 
sum not exceeding twenty-five dollars, for the use and benefit of 
the school district in which such offence shall be committed. It 
shall be the duty of the trustees of any school district in which any 
such offonce shall be committed, to prosecute such offender before 
any officer having cognizance of such offence. « If any person con- 
victed of the offence herein prohibited, shall not immediately pay 
the penalty incurred, with the costs of conviction, or give security, 
to the satisfaction of the officer before whom such conviction shall 
be had, for the payment of the said penalty and costs within twenty 
days thereafter^ he shall be committed by warrant to the commc^ 
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jail of the county, antil the same be paid, or for such term, not ez- 
•eeding thirty days, as shall be specmed in such warrant. It shall 
and may be Leiwful for any person who may be complained of for 
a violation of the provisions of this act, to demand of such magis- 
trate that he may be tried by a jury. Upon such demand, it shall 
W t3ie duty of s^h officer to issue a venire to the proper cfffider, 
aoibmanding him to samnoon the same number of jurors, and in tia- 
•ante manner, and the said cburt shall proceed to empannel a jary* 
for the trial of said cause, in the same manner and subject to all' 
the rules and regulations prescribed in the act providing for tin 
Inab by jury in courts of special sessions." 

2. BOND TO BE REQUIRED OP THE COLLECTOR. 

Trustees are authorized by § 103, (No. 126,) to require of the 
•(illector of their district, before delivering to him any warrant for 
Hke collection of moneys, a bond with one or more sureties oondi* 
iioned for the faithful performance of the duties devolved upoM* 
Itim as such collector. 

It is strongly recommended to trustees to exact of the colleo- 
tor, the bond authorized under this section of the school law^ 
li^re any warrant is placed in his hands. This practice wilt 
be attended with very little trouble, and will secure the district 
from idl loss, and the trustees themselves from personal liability, 
kk many instances. It will also secure the prompt collection of 
taxes and promote system and regularity in the financial affairs of 
the district. 

Form of a Bond to be givetC^ a^District Collector^ 

Know all men by these presents, that we, A. B. and C. D., (th» 
follector*andlii8 surety,) are held and firmly bound to E. F. and Gk 
H. &G,y trustees of school district number in the town of 

in the sum of (here insert a sum double the amount to be collected,) 
to be paid to the said £. F., G. H., &c., trustees as aforesaid, or to 
the survivor or survivors of them, or their successors ; to the which 
payment, well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heita^ 
executors and administrators, firmly by these presents. Sealed 
with our seals, and dated this day of 18 &c* 

Whereas the above bounden A. B. has been chosen (or appoint- 
ed, as the case may be,) collector of the above mentioned school 
district number in the town of in conformity to tha< 

statutes relating to common schools ; now, therefore, the conditMNBl 
0f this obligation is such that if he the said A. B. shall well and. 
^Uly collect and pay over all moneys received by him as such col* 
lector and shall in all respects duly and faithfully execute all th6 
duties of his office as collector of such district, then this obligaljot 
•hall be void, otherwise to be in full force and virtue. 

Signed, sealed and delivered, in the presence of 

A. B, [l. s*T 

C. D. rt. s-l 

> l*im .'Jm'ii ,^fX. ''ti 
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CHAPTER V. 



DISTRICT CLERK. 

Trb general daties of Uiis officer are particularly specified im 
§ 74 of the school act, (No. 102.) He is to keep, in a book to be 
proYided by the district, a record of the proceedings of each aa- 
noal and special meeting held in his district : to give notice of the 
time, place and object of such meetings in the manner prescribed 
by law, and to preserve all records, books and papers relating t« 
the district, and deliver the same, on the expiration of his official 
term, to his successor. 

By § 66 of the Laws of 1847, (No. 88,) he is to notify a spe- 
cial meeting for the election of officers, whenever the time for hold- 
ing the annual meeting has passed without such election being 
held ; and generally it his duty to give the necessary legal notices 
•f a district meeting, whenever required to do so by a majority of 
the trustees. The purpose and object of such meetings should im 
all cases be set forth in general terms ; and this is speoaUy requi- 
red by law, when a meeting is called for the purpose of changing 
the site and removing the school-house in an unaltered district. 
[See No. 95.] And also when a tax is to be levied for the pur- 
chase of books for a district library. 

By § 69, (No. 91,) it is declared that ^Hhe proceedings of no 
district meeting, annual or special, shall be held illegal for want of 
a due notice to all the persons qualified to vote thereat, unless it 
shall appear that the omission to give such notice was wilful and 
fraudulent/' But this provision will not exonerate a clerk from li- 
ability for gross neglect ; nor will it sanction an intuitional omis- 
sion to give notice. 

Notices of annual and special meetings must be given at least 
five days before the day on which such meetings are directed to 
be held ; that is, the notices for a meeting to be held on Saturdcuf 
fcNT instance, must be given on or before the preceding Monday, 

In the case of annual meetings, or special meetings, which have 
been adjourned for a longer time than one month, a notice in wri- 
ting, affixed in at least four public places in the district, is sufficient, 
but notices oi special meetings must be personally served, on each 
inhabitant of the district liable to pay taxes, (which includes, of 
course, every legal voter in the district,) *' by reading the notice im 
the hearing of such inhabitant, or in case of his absence from home, 
by leaving a copy thereof, or so much thereof as relates to the 
time and place of such meeting^ at the place of his abode. (§ 55, 
Wo. 77.) ^ 

Form of Notice for Annual Meeting, 

Notice is hereby given, that the annual meeting ior the electiom 
^ officers in District No. in the town ^ , 



tm4 for the trftnsaclion of such other business af the meeting tk$;f 
deem necessary, will be held at the school-house m said distrie^ o* 
Monday^ the day of at six o'clock, P. M. 

Bated this day of -^ 

* A. B., District Clerk. 

Form of a Notice for an tuh'oumed District MeetiHg, to be poste4 
up in four puhUe places in the District. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTICE. 

Notice is hereby ^ven, that a meeting of the freeholders and ii- 
habitants of school district Na in, the town of 

authorized by law to vote therein, will be held at on the 

day of next, [or instant, as the case may be,] 

at o'clock in the noon, pursuant to adjournment. 

Dated this day of A. D. 18 ^ 

A. B. District Clerk. . 

Form of a Notice for a Special District Meeting. 

To the clerk of district number 

The trustees of district number at a meeting held for 

the purpose, have resolved that a special meeting be called at the 
school-house, on the day of 18 at o'clock 

in the noon of that day, for the purpose of (choosing a col- 

lector in the place of A. JR, removed, or whatever the object of the 
meeting may be,) and for the transaction of such other business as 
the meeting may deem necessary. 

You will therefore notify each inhabitant of the district entitled 
to vote therein, by reading this notice in his hearing, or if he is ab- 
sent from home, by leaving a copy of it, or so much as relates to the 
time and place of meeting, at the place of his abode, at least five 
days before such meeting. 

Dated at this day of 18 . 

A. B.) 

C. D. y Trustees, 
E. F.) 

The district clerk of each school district in this state, is, by a 
regulation of the department, required within ten days after each 
annual or special meeting for the election of officers in his district, 
to forward to the town clerk, the names of the several officers 
dected at such meeting, and the offices to which they were respec- 
tively elected. The omission to do so, however in no respect in-^ 
validates the election or proceedings of the officers so chosen. 

In pursuance of § 32, of the act. of 1841, the District School 
Journal is forwarded by mail^ to the clerk of each district, whose 
duty it is, by that section, to cause each volume to be bound at the 
expense of the district, and to deposit the sanie in the district li^ 
brary. He or one ci the trustees is therefore bound to take the 
paper from the post-office, punctually, paying ^e postage^ <pni^ 



Iqglf in adYApce: aod the amoQot bo psi^ beiog an expenditure 
eoUiarked bj law, may be added bj the traetees to any tax liai 
tfiereaAer made oat for district purposes, and refunded to the clerk, 
er trustee paying it Great care should be taken to secure the 
legolar receipt and careful preservation of the numbers, which will 
be sent on the first of each month ; aim with this view, the clerk 
should stitch them together in covers, as soon as they arrive ; and 
ai no case permit them to be taken out of his custody, although 
any inhabitant of the district should be allowed free access to them^ 
for the purpose of perusal, at all proper hours. The same precau- 
tions should be observed, and the same freedom of access and per- 
usal allowed, in respect to the volume of Laws and Instruetiona^ 
the volume of Common School Decisions and Laws heretofore pub- 
lished, and all other books, papers and documents belonging to the 
district, and placed under his official control. 

, They will observe that heavy penalties and forfeitures are incur- 
red by them, under § 145 of the act of 1847, (No. 168,) for neglect 
of any duty devolved upon them by law; and that they are made 
individually responsible for any loss that may accrue to their dis- 
trict, in consequence of such neglect, or omission. 
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OOLLEOTORS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTa 

It is ^e duty of the collector of each district to collect and pay 
ever to the trustees of his district, some or one of them, all moneys 
which he shall be required by warrant to collect, within the time 
fimited by such warrant for its return, and to take the receipt of 
such trustee or trustees, for such payment. 

When required by the trustees^ such collector is to execute a 
bond with one or more sureties, for the due and faithful perform- 
ance of his duty. 

1. JURISDICTION OP THE COLLECTOB. 

By § 103, of the act of 1847, (No. 126,) the jurisdiction of the 
•ollector in the execution of his warrant, extends to any other dis- 
trict or town in the same courlty, or in any other county in the 
ease of a joint district composed of parts of two or more counties, 
*^ in the same manner, and with the like authority, as in the dis^ 
Irict for which he was chosen or appointed." 

3. ]t01>B OF PBOOEBDINO IH THB COL1,EOTIOW OF TAXSa. 

By various provisions of the school act collectors are authorized 
attd required, in the execution of wan*ants, delivered to them for 
the oeUectiop of tax lists to collect the amount due from the re- 
•pM^ye peraoQs named ifi suck w;an::antSf i^ thfi same mcmnef iAof 
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4otlectors of towns are au^orited to toUeei town andeoufUt/ tcauM. 
This 18 specifically pointed out by the following extract *from tfcd 
13th chapter of the first volume of the Revised Statuties, (pag^ 
897, 398.) *^^' 

"§ 1, Every collector, upon receiving the tax list and war faAfy 
shall proceed to collect the taxes therein mentioned, and for that 
purpose shall call at least once on the person taxed, or at thd 
place of his usual residence, if in the town or ward for which ^ck 
Collector has been chosen, and shall demand payment of the taxQi 
charged to him on his property. 

" § 2. In case any person shall refuse or neglect to pay the tax 
imposed on him, the collector shall levy the same by distress an4 
sale of the goods and chattels of the person who ought to pay ilio 
same, or of any goods and chattels in his possession, wheresoever 
the same may be found within the district of the collector ; and n© 
claim of property to be made thereto hj any other person shall bd 
available to prevent a sale. 

" § 3. The collector shall give public notice of the time andplac^ 
of sate, and of the property to be sold, at least six days previous to 
the sale, by advertisements to be posted up in at least three publie 
places in the town where such sale shall be made. The sale shall 
be by public auct>on. 

"8 4. If the property distrained shall be sold for more than the 
amount of the tax, the surplus shall be returned to the person im 
whose possession such property was when the distress was made, 
if no claim be made to such surplus by any other person. If ariy 
other person shall claim such surplus on the ground th^t the prop- 
erty sold belonged to him, and such claim be admitted \>j the per- 
son for whose tax the same was distrained, the surplus shall be 
paid to such owner ; but if such claim be contested by the persom 
for whose tax the property was distrained, the surplus moneys shall 
be paid over by the collector to the supervisor of the town, whe 
shall retain the same until the rights of the parties shall be deter- 
mined by due course of law." 

" No replevin shall lie for any property, taken by virtue of anj 
warrant for the collection of any tax, assessment or fine, in pursu- 
ance of any statute of this state." — 2d R, S.page 522, sec, 4. 

These provisions must, however, be subject to the action of con- 
gress, on a subject which by the Constitution is within its jurisdic- 
tion. The constitution in express terms gives to congress the 
power '^to provide for organizing, arming and disciplining the 
militia." 

By the act of congress of May 8, 1792, vol. 2, Laws of the U. 
S. 298,) every citizen enrolled in the militia is required to provide 
himself with the following accoutrements, viz : '' a good musket or 
firelock, a sufficient bayonet and belt, two spare fiints and a kn^ 
sack, a pouch with a box therein, to contain not less than twenty- 
four cartridges suited to the bore of his musket or firelock, eack 
eartridge to contain a proper quantity of powder and ball ; of wita 



1^ |Ood rifle> knapmck, shot pouch and powder horn» twenty baU(» 
jliiited to the bore of his rifle, and a quarter of a pound of powder f* 
smd the commissioned officers are required to be armed with a 
sword or hanger, or esp^ntoon ; and it is declared that '' every 
•itizen so enrolled and providing himself with the arms, ammuni- 
Hon and accoutrements required as aforesaid, shall hold the same 
exempted from all suits, distresses, executions or sales for debt or 
for ike payment of taxei,** 

By the laws of this state (chap. 6, part 3, title 5, § 22, vol 2, 
R. S.) the " arms and accoutrements required by law to be kept 
bv any person," as well as a variety of other articles therein spe- 
cified, are exempt from execuHoi/t but not from distress from taxes. 
The only exemption, therefore, from the operation of a collector's 
warrant on a tax list, arises under the act of Congress be- 
fore quoted ; and this can only be extended to the arms, ammu- 
nition and accoutrements therein specified. 

In the collection of warrants on rate-liUSf all property exempted 
by section 22 of article two, title five, chapter six of part three of 
the Revised Statutes, is exempt from levy and sale on such war- 
rants. For the extent of such exemption see ante pages 215, 216, 

The collector or other officer who executes process, has peculiar 
protection. He is protected, although the court or officer issuing 
such process, have not, in fact, jurisdiction of the case ; if on the 
face of the process it appears that such court or officer had juris- 
diction of the subject matter, and nothing appears in such process 
to apprise the officer but that there was jurisdiction of the person 
of the Mirty affected by the process. Savacool vs. Bougnton, 5 
WendetTs Reports, 170. 

; By § 100, (No. 123,) of the school act, it is the duty of the 
•oUector, upon receiving his warrant, for two successive weeks to 
receive such taxes as may be voluntarily paid to him ; and in case 
the whole amount shall not be so paid in, the collector shall forth- 
with proceed to collect the same. He shall receive for his services, 
en all sums paid as aforesaid, one per cent, and upon all sums col- 
lected by him after the expiration of the time mentioned, five per 
tent ; and in case a levy and sale shall be necessarily made by 
such collector, he shall be entitled to travelling fees, at the rate of 
six cents per mUe, to be computed from the school house in such 
district. 

* Where trustees receive payments on tax lists or rate-bills, they 
are regarded as receiving the same as the agents of the collector ; 
and the latter is entitled to his percentage on the amount so re- 
ceived, and may legally collect it by virtue of his warrant. The 
•ollector is also entitled to his percentage on the amount paid by 
the trustees, notwithstanding no actual exchange of funds is made 
between the latter and the former. — Per Young, Superintendent 
1843. 

A teacher^ if otherwise eligible, may be collector ; but he cannot 
"tharge a percentage on voluntary payments of his own wage^. — 



Where a collector leyies upon and sells property for the pajment 
•f a tax list and the owner m the property loosed to receive the 
excess beyond an amoant sufficient to satisfy the warrant, the col- 
lector must retain the amount in his own haods, and rely upon his 
plea of tender. — Com, Sck, Dec, 217. 

In the eicecution of his warrant, the collector should idm to take 
property amply sufficient to satisfy the amount he is required to 
tollect, and no more. He is not bound to take any particular ar- 
ticle of property which may be offered : hut ifcUthe request of the 
0vmerf he were to take and sell property worth ten times the 
amount required to be raised, such request would constitute a valid 
answer to the charge of making an excessive distress. — Id, 219. 

Where, by the neglect of a collector, moneys which might have 
been collected by him within the time limited, are lost to the dis- 
trict, he is liable for the amount, whether he has given a bond t0 
the trustees or not. The bond is an additional security ; but if it is 
not required of him, he is not released from any obligation which 
llie law imposes en him. — Id, 308. 

So, where a warrant runs out in his hands, he is answerable for 
any loss arising from his neglect, notwithstanding such warrant 
nay have been afterwards renewed and delivered to his successor. 
—Id, 

A trustee of a school district cannot hold the office of collector. 
The same objection is not applicable to the district clerk ; although, 
as the law has created separate offices, it is better to carry out its 
intention strictly, by conferring them on different individuals. — Id, 
142. 

If the warrant annexed to a rate-bill, or tax list, is signed by a 
majority of the trustees, it is sufficient for the protection of the col- 
lector, although the third trustee was not, in fact, present, or consul- 
ted.— Id, 328. 

Where a warrant is renewed by the trustees, the collector in 
' •ffice at the time of such renewal, must execute it. — Id, 47. 

Where a warrant is issued for the collection of a tax which has 
MOt been legally assessed, according to the last assessment roll of 
the town, or otherwise, or where the trustees have included in the 
tax list persons not liable to be so included, such warrant is a pro- 
tection to the collector, notwithstanding the trustees might be an- 
^ swerable in trespass. — Id, 282. 

A collector cannot legally sell property after the expiration of 
his warrant, unless such warrant is renewed, notwithstanding a 
previous levy. — Id, 286. 

Where the collector, in the execution of a warrant, receives 
iioney current at the time of its receipt, but which subsequently 
becomes depreciated or valueless, before payment to the trustees, 
the district, and not the collector, must lose the amount. — Per 
Spencer, Sup% 1841. 

The collector can pay over money collected by him only to the 
trustees, or on their order. — Per Dix, Sup't, 1838. 
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Trastees have no power to indemnify a collector for impropeily^ 
aielling property under their warrant. — Id, 

The representatives of a deceased person are not entitled to aaf 
delay in the payment of a rate-bill, or tax list, but are bound A» 
pay on demand : and on refusal or neglect, the collector may pro- 
ceed to sell any property found on the premises. By § 27, sub. 1^ 
2 !B» S. 28, taxes of all kinds have preference to any other demant. 
•^Per Spencer, Sup\ 1840. 

Where a collector levies upon property out of his district, h$ 
flhould put up notices of the sale of such property, as well in tk« 
district where the sale is to take place as in that of his resident. 
^Per YouKG, Sup't, 1842. 
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LIBRAEIAlf. 



This officer is to be chosen at the annual meeting of the dis- 
trict. In case the inhabitants neglect at such meeting to choo0« 
offices, the district clerk becomes ex-offido librarian, until the 
vacancy is filled by the trustees, or by the inhabitants, at tlwir 
Mext annual meeting. 

By section 137, Laws of 1847, (No. 156,) « The librarian of 
any district library shall be subject to the directions of the trustees 
thereof, in all matters relating to the preservation of the booki 
and appurtenances of the library, and may be removed from offitt 
by them for wilful disobedience of such directions, or for any wil- 
ful Aeglect of duty." 

By section 139, of the same act, (No. 168,) " A set of general 
regulations respecting the preservation of school district librarieii 
the delivery of them by librarians and trustees to their successor! , 
in office, the use of them by the inhabitants of the district, the 
number of volumes to be taken by any one person at any one 
time, or during any term, the periods of their return, the fines and 
penalties that may be imposed by the trustees of such librarief 
for not returning, losing or destroying any of the books thereia, 
or for soiling, defacing or injuring them, may be framed by the 
Superintendent of common schools, and printed copies, thereof 
shall be furnished to each school district of the state ; which re- 
gulation s shall be obligatory upon all persons and officers havin|; 
charge of such libraries, or using or possessing any of the boo^ 
thereof. Such fines may be recovered in an action of debt in the 
name of the trustees of any such library, of the person on whoa 
they are imposed, except such person be a minor ; in which case 
they may be recovered of the parent or guardian of such minor, 
unless notice in writing shall have beeu given by such parent or 
guardian to the trustees of such library, that they will not be 



r- 



pon^le fbr Hii^ books delivered sueli minor. And persons witli 
idiom minors reside shall be liable in the same mauner, and t» 
the same extent, in cases where the parent of such minor does not 
reside in the district" 

By^ 141, (No. 160,) *<The legal voi&n in any two or more ad- 
jo ning districts may, in such cases as sh^l be approved bj Afe 
tewn Superintendent of common schools, unite their library moneys 
and fundis as they shall be received or collected, and purchase m 
joint library for the use of t^ inhabitants of such districts, whidi 
•hall be selected by the trustees thereof, or by such persons ai 
they shall designate, and shall be under the charge of a librarian 
to be appointed by them ; and the foregoing provisions of this act 
•shall be iqftplicable to the said joint libraries, except that the pt^ 
perty in them shall be deemed to be vested in all the trustees fbr 
the time being of the districts so united. And in case any sudk 
district shall desire to divide such library, such division shall be 
made by the trustees of the two district whose libraries are s# 
imited, and in case they cannot agree, then such division shall be 
made by three disinterested persons, to be appointed by the Super- 
intendent of common schools. 

!By the regulations of the Superintendent made in pursuance of 
this provision, the librarito is required, whenever any Hbrary is 
purchased and taken charge of by him to make out a full and com- 
plete catalogue of all the book^ contained therein. At the foet 
of each catalogue he is to sign a receipt in the following form. 

I, A. B., do hereby acknowledge that the books specified in the 
preceding catalogue have been delivered to me by the trustees of 
school district No. in the town of to be safely kept by 

me as librarian of the said district for the use of the inhabitants 
thereof according to the regulations prescribed by the Superintend- 
ent of common schools, and to be accounted for by me according t« 
iUde said regulations to the trustees of the said district, and to be 
delivered to my successor in office. Dated, &c. 

A correct copy of the catalogue and receipt is then to be made 
to which the trustees are to add a certificate in the following 
form : 

We the subscribers, trustees of school district No. in the 

towB of do certify that the preceding is a full and complete 

oatidogue of books in the library of the said district now in poSsei- 
■ion 01 A. B., the librarian thereof, and of his receipt thereom. 
Given under our hands this day of 18 

The catalogue having the librarian's receipt, is to be deliver€|4 
to the trustees, and a copy having the certificate of the trustees, if 
to be delivered to the librarian for his indemnity. 

Whenever books are added to the library, a catalogue with a 
similar receipt by the librarian is be delivered to to the trustees, 
and a copy with a certificate of the trustees that it is a copy of 
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the tatdqo;ue delivered them by the libnuMO, it to be foitiighed 
te bim. Every catalogue received by trustees is to be kept by theM 
earefuUy among the papers of the district and tabe delivered to 
their successors in office. 

Whenever a new librarian shall be chosen, all the books are to 
be called in. For this purpose the librarian is to refuse to deliver 
•ut any books for fourteen days preceding the time so {Hrescribed 
ibr coUecting them together. At these periods, they must make a 
careful examination of the books, compare them with the catalogue, 
and make written statements in a column opposite the name of 
each book, of its actual condition, whether lost or present, aod 
whether in good order or injured, and if ii^ured, ^cifying ia 
general terms, the extent of such injury. > This catalogue, wiA 
Uie remarks, is to be delivered to the successors of the trustees, to 
be kept by tbem ; a copy of it is to be made out, and delivered to 
the new librarian with the library, by whom a receipt in the form 
above prescribed is to be given, and to be delivered to the trustees. 
Another copy certified by them as before mentioned, is to be de- 
liyered to the librarian. 

Trustees, on coming into office, are to attend at the library . for 
the purpose of comparing the catalogue with the books. They are 
at all times when they think proper, and especially on their com- 
ing into office, to examine the books carefully, and note such as 
are missing or injured. For every book that is missing, the libra- 
rian is accountable to the trustees for the full value thereof, and 
for the whole series of which it formed a part : such value to be 
determined by the trustees. He is accountable also for any in- 
jury which a book may appear to have sustained, by being soiled, 
defaced, torn, or otherwise. And he can be relieved from such 
accountability only, by the trustees, on its being satisfactorily shown 
to them that some inhabitant of the district has been charged or is 
ehargeable for the book so missing, or for the amount of the injury 
so done to any work. It is the duty of the trustees to take prompt 
and efficient measures for the collection of the amount for which 
any librariim is accountable. 

The librarian must cause to be pasted in each book belonging 
to the library, a printed or written label, or must write in the first 
Mank leaf of each book, specifying that the book belongs to the 
Mbrary of school district No. in the town of , naming 

the town and giving the number of the district ; and he is on no 
account to deliver out any book which has not such printed or 
written declaration in it. He is also to cause all the books to be 
eoTcred with strong wrapping paper, on the back of which is to 
be written the title of the book, and its number in large figures. 
As new books are added, the numbers are to be continued, and 
they are in no case to be altered ; so that if a book be lost, its num- 
ber and title must still be continued on the catalogue, with a note 
that it is missing. 
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^ , The librarian must keep a blank book, that may be made bf 
stitching together half a dozen or more sheets of writing paper. 
Xtet those be ruled across the width of the paper so as to leave five 
.«olumns of the proper size for the following entries, to be written 
lengthwise of the paper ; in the first column, the date of the de- 
livery of any book to any inhabitant ; in the second, the title of 
the book delivered, and its number ; in the third, the name of the 
person to whom delivered ; in the fourth, the date of its return ; 
and in the fiAh, remarks, respecting its condition, in the following 
f(u:m: 



tame of delivery. 



1889, June 10. 



Title A No. Book. 



To whom. 



History of Va. 48. T. Jonea. 



When returned. 



20th June. 



Condition.' 



Good. 



As it will be impossible for the librarian to keep any trace of 
the books without such minutes, his own interest to screen himself 
jfirom responsibility, as well as his duty to the public, will, it is to 
'be hoped, induce him to be exact in making his entries at the time 
any book is delivered ; and when it is returned, to be equally exact 
in noticing its condition, and making the proper minute. 

A fair copy of the catalogue should be kept by the librarian, to 
ht exhibited to those who desire to select a book ; and if there be 
room, it should be fastened on the door of the case. 

KEGULAtlONS CONCBRNING THE USE OF THE BOOKS IN DISTRICT 
LIBRARIES PRESCRIBED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON 
SCHOOLS PURSUANT TO THE THIRD SECTION OF THE " ACT RE- 
SPECTING SCHOOL DISTRICT LIBRARIES," PASSED APRIL 15, 1839. 

I. The librarian has charge of the books and is responsible 
for their preservation and delivery to his successor. 

II. A copy of the catalogue required to be made out by 
Article III, and IV. of Regulations No. 1, is to be kept by the 
librarian, open to the inspection of the inhabitants of the district 
at all reasonable times. It will be found convenient to affix a 
copy of it on the door of the book-case containing the library. 

III. Books are to be delivered as follows : 
1st. Only to inhabitants of the district 

2d. One only can be delivered to an inhabitant at a time, ao^ 
any one having a book out of the library must return it before 
he can receive another. 

3d. No person upon whom a fine has been imposed by the trus- 
tees under these regulations, can receive a book while such 
fine remains unpaid. 

4th. A person under age cannot be permitted to take out a book 
unless he resides with some responsible inhabitant of the dis- 
trict ; nor can he then receive a book if notice has been given 
by his parent or guardian or the person with whom he resides, 
that they will not be responsible for books delivered such 
minor. 



Ikh. Eikch indindaal residinir in the district, <yf sufficient ngpim 
read th^ books belonging to the library, b to be regarded Hi 
an inhabitant, and is entitled to all the benefits and privileges 
conferred by the regulations relative to district libraries. Mift- 
•ors will draw in their own names, but on the responsibiKty of 
their parents or guardians. 
6th. Where there is a sufficient number of Tolumes in the librat^ 
to accommodate all residents of the district who wish to borrow, 
the librarian should permit each mfetober of a family to takis 
books, as oflen as desired, so long as the regulations are punctti- 
ally and fully observed. But where there are not books enough 
to supply all the borrowers, the librarian should endecivor to ac- 
commodate as many as possible, by furnishing each familj oi 
proportion to the number of its readers or borrowers. 
IV. Every book must be returned to the library within twentf 
days afler it shall have been taken out, but the same inhabitant 
may again take it, unless application has been made for it, while |l 
was so out of the library, by any person entitled, who has not pre- 
viously borrowed the same Dook, in which case such applicant shaQ 
have a preference in the use of it And where tbere have beem 
several such applicant?, the preference shall be according to tbf 
priority in time of their applications, to be determined by the librar 
nan. Upon application to the Superintendent, t&e time for keep- 
ing books out of the library will be extended to a period not ex- 
ceeding twenty-eight days, where sufficient reasons for Bach extea- 
tensi<Hi are shown. 

y. If a book be not returned at Uie proper Ume, the librariaa 
is to report the fact to the trustees ; and he must dso exhibit to 
them every book which has been returned injured by soiling, de- 
facing, tearing or in any other way, before such book shall again bii 
loaned out, together with the name of the inhabitant in whose pos- 
session it was when so injured. 

VI. The trustees of school districts being, by virtue of their 
office, trustees of the library, are hereby authorized to impose tli# 
following fines: 

1st. For each day's detention of a book beyond the time alloirtd 
by these regulations, six cents, but not to be imposed for Biore 
than ten days' detention. 
2d. For the destruction or loss of a book, a fine equal to the ful 
value of the book, or of the set, if it be one of a series, with the 
addition to such value of ten cents for each volume. And oft 
the payment of such fine, the party fined shall be entitled to tlM 
residue of the series. If he .has also been fined for detaining 
such book, then the said ten cents shall not be added to th« 
value. 

3d. For any injury which a book may sustain after it shall be ta- 
ken out by a borrower, arid before its return, a fine may be im- 
posed of six cents for every spot of grease or oil upon the cov- 
er, or upon any Ifeaf of the volume ; for writing in or defedng 



aoy hqokf aot less ttoi ten oents, nor more than tbe T«^e <^f ibe 
book ; for <Mf ting or tearing the cover or the binding, or aiyr 
leaf, not less Umn ten cents, por more thaigL the value of m 

, book. 

401. If a leaf be torn out, or so defaced or mutilated that it can 
aot be read, or if anything be written in the volume, or any oth- 
tr injury dcMie to it, which renders it unfit ^or general circula- 
tion, the trustees will consider it a destruction of the book, and 
shall impose a fine accordingly, as above provided, in case of losfs 
of a book. 

5th. When a book shall have been detained seven days beyond 
the twenty days allowed by these regulations, the librarian shall 
give notice to the borrower to return the same within three days. 
If not returned at that time, the trustees may consider the book 
lost or destroyed, and may impose a fine for its destruction in 
addition to the fines for its detention. 

YII. But the imposition of a fine for the loss or deilruction of 
m book, shall not prevent the trustees from recovering such book in 
, «D action of replevin, unless such fine shall have been paid. 

VI II. When, in the opinion of the librarian, any fine has been 
incurred by any person under these regulations, he may refuse to 
deliver any book to the party liable to such fine, until the decisioti 
of Uie trustees upon such liability be had. 

IX. Previous to the imposition of any fine, two days' written 
or verbal notice is to be given by any trustee, or the librarian, or 
any other person authorized by either of them, to the person char- 
ged, to show cause why he should not be fined for the alleged of- 
fence or neglect ; and if within that time good cause be not shown 
the trustees shall impose the fine herein prescribed. No other ex- 
euse for an extraordinary injury to a book, that is for such an in- 
jury as would not be occasioned by its ordinary use, should be re- 
ceived, but the fact that the book was as much injured when it was ta- 
ken out by the person charged, as it was when he returned it. As 
f uch loss must fall on some one, it is more just that it should be borne 
by the party whose duty it was to take care of the volume, than 
by the district. Negligence can only be prevented, and disputes 
wrnonly be avoided, by the adoption of this rule. Subject to these 
general principles the imposition of all, or any of these fines, is 
iiitcretionary with the trustees, and they should ordinarily be im«> 
posed only for wilful or ciUpably negligwU injuries to books, or 
where the district actually sustains a loss or serious injury. Bea- 
ionable excuses for the detention of the books beyond twenty days 
should in all cases be received. 

X. It is the spedal duty of the librarian to give notice to the 
borrower of a book that shall be returned injured, to show eaUsa 
wbybefibould not be fined. Such notice may be given to. the 
•gent of the borrower who returns the book, and it should alvEajn 
W given at the time the book is returned. 
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XI. Hie librarian is to inform the trustees 6f every notice |iv- 
'en by him to show cause against the imposition of a fine ; and me j 
shall assemble at the time and place appointed by him, or by any 
notice given by them, or any one of them ; and shall hear the 
charge and defence. They are to keep a book of minutes, in whi(^ 
every fine imposed by them and the cause, shall be entered and 
signed by them, or the major part of them. Such original nilii- 
utes, or a copy certified by them, or the migor part of them, or 
by the clerk of the district, shall be conclusive evidence of the fact 
that a fine was imposed as stated in such minutes, according to these 
regulations. 

XTI. It shall be the duty of trustees to prosecute promptly for 
the collection of all fines imposed by them. Fines collected for the 
detention of books, or for injuries to them, are to be applied to de- 
fray the expense of repairing the books in the library. Fines col- 
lected for the loss or destruction of any book, or of a set or series of 
books, shall be applied to the purchase of the same or other suitable 
books. 

Xin. These regulations being declared by law " obligatory up* 
on all persons and officers having charge of such libraries, or using 
or possessing any of the books thereof," it is expedient that they 
should be made known to every borrower of a book. And for that 
purpose, a printed copy is to be affixed conspicuously on the case 
containing any library, or on one of such cases, if there be several ; 
and the librarian is to call the attention to them of every person, ob 
the first occasion of his taking out a book. 

The offices of trustee and librarian are incompatible, and cannot 
be held by the same person. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



TEACHERS. 

By § 104, (No. 129,) the trustees of each district are to provide 
a book, in which the teaches are to enter the names of the scholars 
Attending school, and the number of days they shall have respect- 
ively attended, and also the number of times the school shall have 
heen inspected by the town superintendent. This list is to be ver- 
ified by the oath of the teacher. 

The strict and faithful performance of this duty is highly impor- 
tant, not only to the district but to the teacher. It is the basis up- 
on which the rate-bills are to be made out, and by whidi the sums 
to be piud by parents are to be ascertained. Error in these listfe 
will therefore produce injustice. It has been held by this depart 
ment, that the teacher is not entitled to call on the trustees for his 
wages, unless he fhmishes fhem an accurate list of 8cholars,an whieb 
they can prepare the rate-bills and issue their warrant Hence the 
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tetcber hm » direct personal interest in the preservation of an- ao^ 
enrate Ikt^ ^hich he ean verify by his oath. 
• For the purpose of executing tMs provision, the teacher will write 
the following heading or captioh in his book, at the oommencement 
of each quarter : 

A list of the scholars who attended the district school of district 
No. in the town of during the quarter or term 

commencing the day of 185 , and the number of 

days they respectively attended the same. 



Time of entrance. 



Nov. 1, 1851, 
Dec. 1, « 
Dec 4, « 



Name of scholar. I No. of days' attendance. 



John Thempson, 
Peter Barker, 
James Thomas, 



Seventy-eight, 78 days. 
Forty-three, 43 " 
Forty, 40 « 



At the time any pupil enters the schools, the teacher should im- 
mediately insert the date and the name of the scholar. At the 
close of the quarter, the whole number of days that each pupil at- 
tended is to be ascertained, from the check roll, and entered in the 
third column, in words at length, and also in figures, as in the above 
form. 

Each teacher, at the commencement of every quarter, must pro- 
vide a day or check roll, in which the name of every scholar is te 
be entered. It should be ruled so as to give six columns, corres- 
ponding to the number of days in the week. The number attend- 
ing should be ascertained each half day, and pencil marks made ia 
the column for the day opposite to the name of each one present. 
At the end of the week, the number of days each pupil has attend- 
ed during the week should be summed up and entered on the week- 
ly roU. Each half day's attendance should be noted, and two half 
days should be reckoned as one day. The pencil marks on the day 
roll may be obliterated, so that the same roll may be used during 
the quarter. The weekly roll should be formed in the same man^ 
Ber, so as to contain the names of the pupils, and thirteen columns 
ruled, corresponding to the number of weeks in the quarter. In 
each of these columns is to be entered the result of the daily check 
roll for each week, in the following form : 

Weekly R^ll 

Attendance of pupils in district school of district No. 



Names 

of 
pnpils. 



Jth 



on, 



1st week. 


2d week. 


3d week. 


6 days^ 


4 days. 


5 days. 



4th week. 



6 days. 



5th week 



5| days. 



At the end of the qaarter. the teacher will fam ap the attendan- 
ce each frapil from this weekly roll, and enter the iresolt In' ik» 
hook provided by the trustees as before mentioned, showing the 
whole nuinber of days each sdiolar has attended dwraig the quar- 
ter. 

At the end of the list, the following oath or affirmation ia to be 
written : 

A. B^ being duly sworn, (or affirmed) di^oses, that the forego- 
ing is a true and accurate list of the names of the scholars who at- 
tended the district school of district No. in the town of 

, during the quarter commencing the day of 

185 , and the number of days tbey respectively attended. 

This oath or affirmation is to be siscned by the teacher, and certi- 
fied by a justice of the peace, commissioner of deeds, judge of any 
court of record, town superintendent, or county clerk, to have been 
taken before him. 

The teachers are also required to make an abstract of the lists 
far the use of the trustees, at the end of each quarter, showing the 
results exhibited under the following heads and in the blowing 

Abstract of the attendance of scholars, at the district school of 
district No. in the town of during the quarter 

•ommencing the day of 185 . 

Of scholars who attended Ifess than two months, there were 
Of scholars who attended two months and less than four, 
•* " four months and less than six, 

^ *^ six months and less than eight, 

^ ** eight months and less than i&i, 

" ** ten months and less than twelve, 

** •• twelve months. ^ 

This abstract is to be Mgned by the teacher and delivered to the 
trustees. " 

In another part Of. the book providedT>y the trustees, and towards 
the end oil it, th# teacher will enter the days on which the school 
has been in^ctigd^ in the form of a memorandum, as follows : 

Atccuni of In^edians of the School in District No. . 

November 1, 1841. The school was inspected by William Joneif 
town Superintendent. 

December 1, 1841. The school was inspected. 

To this also an oath or affirmation of the eonpeeCaesft- oMiai he 

added, in the following form : 

A. B., b^ing duly sworn, (or afffirmed) deposes, that the foregoing 

is a true account ot the days on which the school in District No. 

, in the town of , was visited and inspected by the 
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day of 185 ; ; ♦ .: ' 

Sworn (or affii^ned) and fltAsenb^d^is* I ' 
daj of ^ 185 J b^om'Ble; ) ' 

Teachcf^s ditodt^'idemtoifi^iiyAetft of their Wa.^s ujitaj^ thejcor iud 
lector has had thirty days to collect them,— Cow. §chool l)ec.,lQ%:. 

A t^^h^'ttayAiplbyne&fekary Weans d^ .; 

ordeir ; %m h^ shdnld 'hot disn^isi ^ scholat from school withoi^t coo* 
«altatidn-#ilh'theti'ustee^.---^jfif; 145/^^^ . . , ^ , ,j 

If a'teiChfet'i^liJiitMcat^' S'a,nnuU^, the trustees, are ja^ iil^rty tt,:,i^ 
dismiss hiih, lind to rescind their cbhtract wi(h hii^. ^Bu^ if (hey 
continue him in schobl, afield notice that his certificate ^asb^i:^.ikQr:.. i 
null^y'it ivM he' regarded as such a continuaao^ 9)^ il^ poiit^js^ ,:• 
that they "#!!! ndft be allowed at a §ubsiequent peiqiod lo di^pu^^ilk. 

Contracts by .trustees for teachers? wages ^e binding up^n ' , > ' 
aacce3s<Mrsiii'i&fe.i^ftfl«!,'2§2-' ■■■ .^ V..; ' "l _ . , , ... 
^ Teachers, thdugh'nbt^ j^t^ctly tipba^ibg) inhafkiian^ f>t the <¥i^. j ^ 
trict where they are located,' should be allowed to participate in ajl. K 
the privileges and benefits of the district libraries."— Per, Sfsko^B^ ■' 
&^f,-l841. ' ^ / [^ , ., ,, .,, /.-]/... . .. 4; 

The eonvienienccabd accomtriodatibhojPmany^ if nplof.iiiofi^Krf .;;r. 
the inhabitants t>f the! several districts, would, be f^^iifUJyiptmr 
moted by placing the chkrge of the library^ tenipori^wlyi witft^^e, t 
teacher, dmiug'the tef^ mhis 'oi* her employment, 1^^ ^^po^ting > ^li 
it in some cotivehi^nY'dtid safe. ptaceiii the schoolrho^u^* Thii 
arrangetiient can only be carried into effect by the coocurr^poe of 
the trustees afifdlibrarilan, and uili'der their super yis!pn.;,i ^epentlly^ 
tiie teadber, not beins; an inhabitant of the distqptieaiinotbe cbo? ' 
sen librarian. Btit ^ere the trustees sm^ libr^ian: h^vevfMl^ient^ 
confidence in the teacher and in the safety of the b9bk8, wl^ea tefit 
at the school^house, they Will find this arrangement in many na- 
spects conducive to the convenience of llie district* 

The authority of the teacher to punish his scholars, extends ta 
acts done in the school-room, or play-grotuKl, only ; and he has no 
legal right to punish for implioper or disorderly conduct elsewhett* 
— Per Spencer, SupH, 

Teachers may open and close their schools with prayer, and the 
reading of the Scriptures, accompanied with suitable remarks ; ta- 
king care to avoid all discassion of contrpverted points, or sectarian 
doffmas. 

Where a teacher is dismissed by ^trustees for good cause, he 
can coUect his wages only up to the period of ,^fs^ dismissal 

The teacher of a schobl^iad necessarily the government of it ; 
and he may prescribe the^ rules aiuji^prininplies on which stidh gov- 
ernment will be conducted, The trustees shon^ sol inteHbi^ with 
the discipline of the school es^cept on compUi^ of miHoonductbn' 
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Ihe part of the taacber ; and tfaej sbould ttied inrariably sastaiti 
such teacher, unless bis conduct has been grossly wrong. — Per 
SPENces^ Sup^t 

Where a teacher agrees to collect bis own wages he will be con* 
dudedby such an agreement, and will not afterwards be permitted 
to call on the trustees to enforce the collection of an/ part of tfucht 
billby rate-bill. — Id. 

Where a teacher contracts with the trustees of a district to teach 
their school for a given sum per scholar ^ he is entitled \o charge the 
trusteeg that sum for each scholar attending the school during the 
quarter, without reference to the number of days' attendance ; pro- 
vided such scholar has not been detained from school during the 
greater portion of the term, by illness or unavoidable casualty. — 
The ir%i$tee$ however, must graduate their rate-HU agatiut the in-* 
hoMtantB sendins to school, by the number of days attendance, to 
be ascertained rrom the verified list of the teacher. — Per Yoima 
Sup't. 

Schools may l)e kept on Sunday for the benefit of those per- 
sons who observe Saturday as holy time ^ and the teacher must 
be paid for that day by those who send to school. — Com* School 
Dec, 138. 

The holyddys on which a teacher may dismiss his school are, such 
as it is customary to observe, either throughout the country or in 
particular localities ; among which may be enumerated the Fourth 
of Jtdy^ Thanksgiving, Christmas, New-Year's, &c.— ii. 139. 

The teacher may also, unless restrained by special contract to 
the contrary, dismiss his school on the afternoon of each Saturday, 
or the whole of each alternate Saturday, according to the particular 
custom of the distdct in that respect^ or his own convei^ience and 
that of the inhabitants.— ifl?. 

The practice of inflicting corporal punishment upon scholars, in 
any chse whatever^ has no sanction but usage. The teacher is re- 
sponsible for maintaining good order, and he must be the judge of 
the degree vnd nature of the punishment required where bris au- 
thority is set at defiance. At the same time he is liable to the par- 
ty injured for any abuse of a prerogative which is wholly derived 
from custom-^Per John A. Dix, Sup*t, Common School Decisions, 
102. 



CHAPTER IX. 



APPEALS TO THE STATE StTPERINTENDEN'r. 

The cases in which the courts will not entertain juris^ction cf 
complaints of erronemn proceedings under the school laws, and in 
which only s certiorari imik \% msiy be inferred from the decision 
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of the Supreme court in the case of Baston and others^ v$ Galenider, 
11 Wend. 90, <^ The plaintiff beiow was no4 without his remedy. 
1 R. S. 487, §110, 111 and the amendment of the law, 20tll April 
1830, provides ** that anj person conceiving himselfajgrieved in con- 
sequence of any decision made by the Trustees of any district in* 
paying any teacher ; or concerning ai^y other mattef under the pre- 
sent title," (which includes the whole of the school act,) * may «p- ' 
peal to the Superintendent of Common Schools, whose deiiision 
shall be final." This provision was intended for what it practically 
is, a cheap and expeditious mode of s^iliiig most, if not all, of the 
difficulties and disputes arising in the course of the execution of tKe 
law. < A common law certbrari would no doubt lie from this conrt, 
to the trustees to bring np and correct any erroneous- proeeeding 
not concluded by an adjudication of the Superintendent, or in a 
case where his powers wer6 inadequate to give the relief to which 
the party was entitled.*' 

The passage of several acts of the Legislature renders necessary 
a revision of the regulations concerning appeals : And the follow- , 
ing are*therefor6 substituted for those heretofore established : 

OASES IN WHICH APPEALS MAY BE MADR 

I. Where any decision lias been made by any School District 
meeting. i . y i 

This includes the whole class of cases, in which district meetings . 
have the power to decide *on any proposition or motion that may 
legally be made to them, under any section of the School Act. 

II. Where any decision has been made by the Town Superin- 
tendent of Common Schools, or by Mm and the Supervisor and 
Town Clerk, in forming or alteVip^, or in refusing to form or alter 
any School 1 Hstrict, or in refusin^o pay any school moneys to any 
district, a!nd under the general provision, •* concerning any other 
matter under the present title,", appeak will also lie from the pro- 
ceedings of such Town Superintendent in any erroneous distribu- 
tion of public money, m payuig ft to any district not entitled, or more 
than it is authorized to receive ; and in fact any official decisi'on, 
act or proceeding, and from a refusal to discharge any duty imposed 
by law, or the regulations of the Superintendent, or incident to the 
duties of his office. 

IIL Wher^ any decision has been made by trustees of school 
districts in paying any teacher, or refusing to pay him, or in refa- 
sing to admit any scholar gratuitously into the school :, .And under 
the same general provision referred tQ, in improperly admitting any 
scholar gratuitously, in making out any tax list, or rate-bill, or in 
any act or proceeding whatever, which they undertime to perform/ 
officially ; and also (or the refusal to discharge any duty enjoined -, 
by-law, or iny re>gulation of the Superintendent, or iticident to the 
duties of their office* 
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IV. Where Town Saperintend^ri&' have improperly granted or 
annulled a certificate or qualification to a teacher j or ha,ye refused 
to gnutt otr annn^vuch certificate; and Where therf h&ve un<|erta- 
ken to pCTfonn any official act, or reftwed to discMrfee any duty iin- 
posefd hf liikw or ilnd^its authority, in* the ihft^ecnon of ^achers 
and visitation of schools. < * 

VI Whet« Clerks of Districts, Cleilts of Tbwtis, of dthei" min- 
isterid officers, vtfanh to perform any duty enjoined by the Com- 
mon School Act. 

VI. WhereaHy other matter under the s&id act, shall t)e pre- 
sented, eilhOT in cofisequence of disputes between districts respect- 
ing tiieir boimdarii^, or any other subject ; or in consequence of 
disputes between any officers* charged with the execution of any 
duties nnd^ the lows concerning Common Schobls, or' disputes be- ' 
tween them any either '|>erson renting to stn^h duties or any of 
thenk •'■■•••■ 

Under the 140th eection ^'respecting School Dietriot Librcaries** 

{No. 159.) 

Vn. Appeals may be made from any act or d^ision of trustees 
or school districts concerning the Libraries or the books therein, or 
the use of such books. ; 

VIIL Any act or decision of the Librarian in respect to the 
Library. . . 

IX. Any act or decision of any district meeting in relation to 
their school library. 

X. Appeals also lies from the acts of Town Superintendents of 
Comnh>n Schools in withholding or paying oyer library moneyto 
any district. 

BY WHOM APPEALS AHE TO BE MADE. 

Xn. The person aggrieved by the act oomplained of, only, can 
appeaL Generally every inhabitant of a district is aggrieved by 
the wrongful act or omission of a trustee or town superintendent, by 
which money or property is disposed of, or not secured for the bene- 
fit of the district. But no one is aggriev^ by anolber being inclu- 
ded in A tax list or rate-bill, althoi^ other inhabitants are by the 
omission of one who should be taxed ; and appeals may be made bj 
trustees, in behalf of their districts whenever they are aggrieved. 

FORM AND MANNER OF PROCEEDING. 

Xm. An appeal must be in writing and signed by the appel- 
lant When made by the trustees of a district, it must be signed by 
all the tnistees, or. a reason must be given for the omission of any, 
vmfied by the oath of the appellant, or of soi?ie person acquainted . 
with such reason. 

XlVi A copy of the appeal, duly verified, and of all the state- 
ments, maps and pistpers intended to be presented in support: of it, 
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muat be aerved OD tbe officers wbwi* act w derarion ie oompluted 
of, or Bome of them ; or if it be from the deciaioQ or proaedJBg of 
ft district, ^eeting^ i^poD the distrut <ieik oiIdiw of the triMtbeB, 
, whose duty it is to cause iofonaetian of s^h appeal to be given to 
the inhabitanla who voted for the, deeiaioD or pioeeBding (appealed 
from. . , 

XV. Such service miut be made withw thirty- .dai^ftafterthe 
makiog of the decision, or the. perTorraanoe. of the act conipIaiDed of, 
or within that litnei a/ter the koowledge of the caue efcompbuDt 
came to the appeUant^or.,>ome satja^wtoryexciueitiu^ be render- 
ed for delay. .. .u ■ 

XVL The party on whom the i^ipeal was leived, mnBt wiibia 
ten days from the tinui^of-sucb tervicet annvexidie same, either'by 
..concurring ip a statement of faots with the, appellant, oi Ix^. a n^ia- 
rate answer. Such statement and answer mntt be signed by all 
the trustees, or other officers, whose act. Dmisaion «r decision isiap- 
pealed from, or a g09d re^SQii on oath must be given, for theotnifr- 
sion of the signature of any of them, verified bj oath, and a copy 
of (ucb ansii^er ma^t be served on the appellants,^ dr eeihe one of 
them. 

XVII. So far a^ the. parties concur, in a sUtemeiit no . oath ^ritl 
be required to it. But all facts, naaps or papers liot agreed upon 
b{y tbetn atid eyid^nc^ by their* aignatare on- botheidee,> musfbe' 
verified by oath. 

XVIlf. All oaths required by these regulations must be taken 
before a judge of a ooucC ,of rec«Kd) a comnrusaioner of. deeds,'a 
jtisticeof the peace, or a town superintendent. I 

iswer and of all the statements, maps and 
$^nted in support of it, mast be served 
ime one of them, witbin ten days after 
peal, unless further time be given by tke 
ipplication, in special cases; but Borto- 
t be allowed, except by. permistioD of the 
in reference excluEively to. matters arising 
icb may be deemed by aaeb state eupfir- 
issue : in which case such replication and 
erified by o^ and copies tbereof eerred 

n of die service of oopiep of the appeaj, 
^s inteoded to be U4ed on the bearing i^ 
ssea, accompany the same, 
eding of a district meeting, is appealed 

, ttmts of a district .^nerally are interested 

in the matter of the appeal, and in all cases where an inhabitant 
might be an appellant, had the decision or proceeding been the op- 
posite of that which was made or had ; any one of more of such in- 
habitants may answer the appeal, with or without the trustees. 

XXII. Where the appeal has relation to the alteration or form- 
ation of a school difiUicI, it mast be accompanied by a map, exbib- 
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iting the site of the school hda$e, the roads, the old and new lines 
of districts, the different lots, the particular location and distance 
' iroin the school-hooses, of the persons aggrieved; and their rel- 
, fttive distance, if there are two or more school-houses in question. 
Ako^ a list of all the taxable inhabitants in the district or territory 
to be affected by the question ; the valuation of the property taken 
from the last assessment roll, and the number of children between 
five and sixteen belonging to each person, distinguishing the dis- 
tricts to which ihey respectively belong. 

XXIII. When the copy of the appeal is served,. all proceedings 
upon GT io continuation of the act complained of, or consequent in 

- any wmy upon such act, must be suspended until the case is decid- 
ed. So where any decision concerning the distribution of public 
money to one or more districts is appealed from, the town superin- 

' tendent .must retain the money which is in dispute until the appeal 
is decided. And where trustees have money in their hands claim- 
ed to belong to any person, or any other district, after the copy of 

- an appeal is served on them in relation to sucti claim, they must 
retain such moneys to abide the result, and must not expend them 
so as to defeat the object of the appeal. 

; XXIV. Whenever a decision is made by the superintendent, and 
oommunicated to the town superintendent of common schools, re- 
ii^ectiug the formation, division or alteration of districts, he must 
cause the decision to be recorded in the office of the town clerk. 
All other decisions oommtmicated to him, or to the trustees of dis- 
tricts, are to be kept among the official papers of the clerk of the 
town or district and handed over to his successors ; and the district 
ckrks are required to rec(H*d idl such as come to their hands in the 
district book kept by them. 

' - 

Note. — By a clerical error in the engrossment of the 1 6th sec- 
: tion of Chap. 382 of the laws of 1949, section 132 of Chap. 480, 
' Idws'of 1847, conferring appellate jurisdiction on the State Super- 
intendent of Common Schools, was inadvertently repealed. The 
Superintendent has, however, continued to entertain appeals in ac- 
ooi^ance with the regulations above inserted, where suck appeals 
■h(WB been suhfniUed hy the parties respectively, to his decision. 
A bill correcting the error in the act of 1849, passed the Assem- 
' bly at its last session, and was supposed to have passed the Senate, 
at the time of the passing of these sheets through the press, in 
-eonsequence of which, the original section (182) relating to appeals 
*wa« restored. As there can be little doubt that this section will be 
re-instated at the ensuing session of the Legislature, it has bfien 
deemed expedient to retain that portion of the instructions relating 
Uo appeids, with this explanatory note. 
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LOCAL LAWS AND REGULATIONS, 



BftSPXOtlNa 



COMMON SCHOOLS. 



ALBANY. 

t^atwt>/ 1844, C%ap. 128.] 

§ 1. The mayor aQd r^cQi^ of ihe aif lof. Albany, aad the Re^enti of 
the University residing ia said eity, shall, -^riihosi delay, a^moiiii mne per- 
«ons, residents of the city of Albany, .to be [denominated a Board of Com- 
missioners of the District Schools of the city of Albany, who «hall be divi- 
ded by lot into three classes, .to be numbered one, ;two and three : the term 
t)f office of the first class s^all be one year, fromtibe jfirst day of June next ; 

' of the second, two ; and of the third, three years from that day : and three 
commissioners shall thereafter annually be appoinjted by the said mayor and 
recorder of the city of Albany, and the regents of the university residing 
in said city, in place of those whose terpas of office shall expire, who shaU 
iiold their office for three years, iand until Iheir successorB .be duly ap- 
pointed. In case of a vacancy in ' the office of either of the comoussioners^ 
during the period for which he or they shall have been respectively appoint- 
■ed, the said mayor and recorder of the city of Albany and the regents of 
the university residing in the said city, shalf fill such vacancy, and the person 
or persons so appointed to fill such vacancy, shall hold the office only tor the 
ttnexpired term so becoming vacant ■ 

;§ 2. Any member of said board of commisaiohera may be remoyed, for 
«ause, from office, by a vote of two-thirds of the persons authorised by the 
preceding section to appoint such commissioners ; and any vacancy so made 
fihall be filled in the manner already provided. 

§ 8. The board of eommissionet^ sliaU have power to appoint one of 
their number president of said board, who shall haye the powers usually in- 
cident to such office ; and said board shall have power, and it ehaU be their 
duty, to appoint a secretary to said board, who anall perform eueh duties at 
the said board from time to time may di^^t, and who shaU receive therefor 

* euch compensation, not exeeeding one hundred and ^(tj dollars: annually, a« 
the said board shall provide, out of any moneys remaipin^^ imeypended in 
the hands of said bckrd 



4. Tb« board of commisBioncn' ehall hare -powa, and it ahtdl b« ibtir 
Juty. to pontrnct with uid employ tbe teachwt of the distKot aehoola of 
uid dtf ; to remove an; teacbar opon manifest neglect of dutj, or upon 
TJolatioD of bia or her contract ; to appaJnt a collector for the sud district 
. adiooU ; to make out rate bills and exempt indigent children therefrom ; to 
•elect and introduce uniform claas books into eatd ocbouls ; to aupplj indi- ' 
gent pupils vitb said cIoab books, bj using and appropriatioK for tbat pur- 
pose a portion of the libr^y ^onej, nb^ esc«eaii)g three hundred dollars in 
may one jear ; to appropriate and use, for the parpoae of keeping in repair 
the several libraries of sud (Ustrict schonls, for increasing tbe same, and toe 
purcbasiug maps sod apparatue fer-eud schools, a farther portioe of said li- 
brarV moDey, Dot exceediug three hundred dollaie annually ; to {voTide for 
the inetruotioD of the pupUs of saiddiatrict schools in roeal muaic, by ap- 
'proprietinfl a farlfier'porticli of etld Kbrary mi^y,|not eipeediDg.RnM^.iim- 

. ' d^eddoRan ^ciKiiltf -.^to 3ec\ire.'^ Of whatever tuBj reraam unexpended of 
iud library money, the education of sucb number of indigoit pupils from 
said district Bchoals, in either of. the academies or in any normal aobool of 
■aid city, by paying for their luitioQ therein, as the common oouneil of said 
uty may sancliuu ; but all children so e-lucated shall have been members of 
■aid district Bohooi* for M least two years ; ■nd neitbeT/of such ■cademiea 
■hallTeceire fmili 9>e dMributioa of the litertture hud, any sum for or oa 
account of such pupils ; and sucti academies shall, in their annual report to 
the regents of the university, state tbe Dumber of sucb pupils taught there- 
in ; and no portion of said UDeipended mooey shall be so appropriated un- 
til the ordinary expenses of said^ialriet schools for libraries and tuitim ws 
first satisfied ; to visit the (Gstrict schools as often as oace a quarter ; to 
bold a tneetiug of the board once a month, and at tbe quarterly meetings of 
«^d board to require the [a'^epQe and reports of the several principal 
teachers of stud schools ; to n!i^e a setni-aDDual report of all tbe acts of 
•aid board to the common couirail. and to make and publish an annual reptA 
in two of the daily papers of said city ; aod geiierally to posses tbe. pow- 

' wa, disehatgt the duties and b« inlject to all of the obligaticoe of the aer- 
eral trnrileea and otker lobool ofltoers ef the smd city of iltany, as granted 
and iropoaed bf the s*v«rkl abts notr in fbree in relation to said diatriot 
Mhoda of eaid citr. ' 



, [lam tf 1844. Ckup. 846.] 
8 1. The Bawd of Oommisiioners oi the Albany district schools are h^^ 
•nthoriyMl toftpply m'r llbraHr tnobey, not expended under the fourth sec- 
tion of' the act entltlcil. "'An Act amendatory to tbe several ^ta relatiag.to 

. aistrlct lehools Sn 'the' oily of Al%iy' passed April 8, 1 844, either to ffi» 
' paVlnent *f Wachetl' wilg«^ w tUi'the wadngent' ex^^ea. of t^ie diatnot 
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J\ 9. The- itohool boildiDgt and )ots on which the same are erected, now 
onging W» or thaat may bor^ifter belong to any school district in said citj 
oi Albany, alttdl be exenpt from all taxos or assessments. 

[Law8of 183*7. Cfhap. 868.] 

§ 2*. The Commissioners of common schools shall apportion annually,- oa 
the returns of qualified teachers, for the instruction of the children in the 
Albany Orphan Asylum for destitute children, their proportion of the, pub- 
lic money for the support of schools j which money, wnen so ap|»orti^ed 
and paid to the trustees of the district, shall be paid to such teachers for 
teachers* wages. 

[lawso/ 183*7. Chap. 369J 

§ 9. The Supervisors of the county of Albany, at their annual meeting 
in each year» ^U cau^^ a sum of money, equAl to twice the amount of th« 
money apportioned to th^city from the common school fund, together with 
collector s feee, to be r^sed, leTied and collected in the same manner tiial 
other taxes are raised, levied and collected ; and when so raised, to be riaid 
- to the Ohsvnberlain, fov the support of common scihools in the city of Alba- 
ny, to be apportioned and distributed, as now proyided for by law. 

§ 2. All moneya apportioned by the oommissioners of common schools 
to the ti:Ustee8 of a district which shaJil have remained in the handd of ih« 
Chamberlain for one year after such apportionijient, by reason of the trjos- 
tees neglecting or refusing to receive the same, shall be added to the moneys 
next thereafter tobe:appwtioned by the oomAiissioners, and shall be appor- 
tioned and pi^d therewith and in tue same manner. 

§ 3. No school disitriet ,now formed, or hei:eafter to be formed, east of 
Perry street, shall have power to hold a district school meeting, to vot6 a 
tax, or to do any act as i^ district meeting *, noi^ 4hall have power to sell or 
dispose of the district property, withonta legislative enactment. 

AUBURN. 

[Law9 of i860. Chap, 849.] 

§ 1. Title eight of an act to incorporate the city of Auburn, passed MaiSch 
. 21, 1848, is hersfay repealed. 

§ 2. The <^cfes of the several trustees, clerks, collectors and librarians of 

I school districts) in the city of Auburn, shall cease on the third Tuesday in 

April, one thousand, eight hundred and fifty, in like manner as if the same 

had expired by lapse of time. The inhabitants of said cit^, qualified .to 

vote at school district meetings, shall assemble, in their respective school dis- 

> tricts on the day last m^ntioBed, at the school house in such district, and 
choose one trustee and a clerk of the district, who sliall hold their respect- 

I Ive offices until the next annual district meetine in the district, for which 
they shall be respectively chosen, and until thdr successors shall have been 
severally chosen. Su/ch annual district meeting shall hereafter be holden in 

. the several districts in said city, on the . seeond Monday in March in ewh. 
vear; and from and after the passage of this act, only <me trustee shdll 

. he chosen annuaUy ia any school district in said efty. 

g 3. The ti^ustee e^ted in any diistrict in said city, shall have the power 
and it shall be his duty^ to call special meetiugs of the inhabitants of sndi 
districts liable tOipay taxes, wheneyer he shall deem it necessary or prop^ 
to ^ve notice of special, annual and adjonrned meetings, in the manner pre- 

t scnbed in this aet, if there be no elecfk of the district, or he be absent or in- 

. capable of acting, or shall refuse or neglect to give such notice ; to visit the 

> schools kept in the district as often as once ir eadi quarter, ahd to report the 
condition of the same, with such sikggesttonslbr the improvement thereof as 
lie may dei^m proper/ to the boArd 6f eduealaon hereinafter named, and to . 

^perform spoh other duties aii ibay be; from tidie to time imposed upon him 
Dy the sttid board of edocatioii. 
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§ 4. It sliall be sufficient notice of an annual, special, adjourned or first 
district meeting, to affix such notice on the* outer door of the district school 
house, if there he any, and to post a copy of the same in three other public 
places in such district — the affixing and postin; of aoeh notice to be done at 
least ten days before such meeting, aad no other notice of any such meeting 
need be given. 

§ 5. It sliall be the duty of the clerk of each school district to record 
the proceedings of his district in a book to be provided for that purpose by 
the said board of education ; to give notice in the manner provided in the 
last preceding section, of the time and place of every annual district meet- 
ing or special district meetings, when ordered by the trustees, of the district, 
WM. of any adjoftmed district meeting, when the same shall be adjourned for 
a longer period than one month ; to keep and preeerve all records, books and 
papers belonging to his office, and to deliver the same to his soooessor in of- 
fice. 

§ 6. Any vacancy in the office of district clerk may be supplied by the 
trustee of the district in whidi such vacancnr shall happen. Nit the person 
appointed to supply such vacancy shall hold the office only for the unexpired - 
tenn. 

§ 7. The term of office of the superintendent of common schools in said 
city shall cease on the third Tuesday of April, one thousand ^ght hundred 
and fifty, in the same manner as if the same had expired by lapse of time. 
Hie common council of said city, at the last regular meeting thereof, next 
peceding the third Tuesdav of April next, shall appoint b^ ballot a super- 
intendent of common schools, who shall hold his office until the second Mon- 
day of March, one thousand, eight hundred and fifty-lTwo. The common 
council of said city, at the annual meeting thereof, h<ild on the seecmd Mon- 
day of Mu'ch, 1852, and as often thereafter as the term of office of such su- 
perintendent of common schools sh^ ^cpire, shall appoint a superintendent 
of common schools for. said city, who shall hold his office for two years, and 
until a successor shall be appointed. The superintendent of common schools 
80 appointed, shall possess ail the powers and be subject to all the duties and 
responsibilities of superintendents Of common schools in towns, so far as the 
eame are applicable, except as otherwise provided in this act ; in case of a 
vacancy in such office, the common council of said city shall supply the same 
by appointment, for the unexpired term. 

§ 8. The common council of said city shall, at the last regular ineeting 
thereof, next preceding the tfiird Tuesday of April, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty, appoint one school commissioner m each of the wards of said 
ciiy, who shall be residents of the wards for which they are respectively ap- 
pointed ; immediately upon the appointment of such school commissioners^ 
the city clerk shall, in toe presence of the common council, divide them by 
lot into four classes, to be numbered one, two, three, four. The term of of- 
fice of the first class shall expire on the first Monday succeeding the first 
Tuesday in April, 1861 ; the second class in one •year thereafter; the third 
in two years, and the fourth in three years, and one commissioner only shall 
thereafter be annually appointed, who shall be appointed at the annnid meet-« 
ing of the common council, held on Monday next sueee^ng the annual eleo- 
iion, and who shall be a resident of the same ward with the school oommia- 
aioner whose term of office shall then expir€i, who shall hold his office Ibr 
four years, and until a successor shall be duly appointed In einse of a va- 
«anc^ in the office of either of the commissioners, the common council shall 
ai^int a successor, who shall be a resident of the ward in wMeh such vacan- 
cy shall occur, for the unexpired term. • 

§ 9. The tl>ustee8 of the several school districts so elected, and the school 
aommissioners so appointed, together with the mayor and superintendent of 
iohools of said city, shall constitute and are hereby denominated Ihe board 
of education for the city of Aoibum. They shall meet on the first Tuesd^ 
At each and every month, anidas much oftener as they shall fhnn time to 
iime appoint. A majority of tha aud boiurd shall oonstitute 'h quorum f^ 
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the traneaction of basiDess. #The mayor shall be the president of such board 
and shall ^ave. power to call special meetings thereof, in the maimer pro- 
vided by law for calling special meeting:s of the common council. In the 
absence of the mayor, tne said board shall appoint some other member to 
preside at fcueh meetings, and perform the duties of the president The su- 
perintendent of common schools t-hall be the clerk of such lK>ard ; he shall 
attend the meeting and keep a record of f he proceedings of the said board ; 
he shall possess all the powers and be required to perform all the duties^ in 
reference to the schools of said city, of town suptrintendents of common 
schools, except as otherwise in this act provided, and shall perform such 
other duties as the said board shall from time to time prescribe. 

§ 10. The board of education shall fix the compensation of the superin- 
tendent of common schools, for his services as clerx of such board,' not ex- 
oeedingone hundred dollars per y em*, ftnd for such other services as he may 
perform otherwis'e than as such clerk, he' shall be entitled to the same com- 
pensation as provided by law for town superintendents of schools fcr similar . 
services, and nis account therefor shall be audited by such board and paid bj 
the city treasurer, out of the moneys in this act specified as the common 
school fund, and not otherwise. 

§ 11. The said board of education shall possess all the powers conferred 
by law upon town superintendents of common schools, as to the formation 
and alteration of school districts within said city, except that in arranging 
8«ch districts, no territory without the limits of said city shall be included, 
nor shall any territory within said citv belong to or be taxed in any school 
district of any adjoining town ; and shall possess all the powers and be sub- 
ject to all the duties and responsibilities of trustees of common schools in 
towns, as to the several common or district schools within said city, so far as 
the san^e are applicable, except as otherwise in this act provided, and shall 
have the custody of all the property, real and personal, belonging to or own- 
ed by the several school districts, and shall pay the compensation of the 
teacners of the said schools, and all other necessary and contingent expenses 
incurred in the support thereof; and shall appoint librarians to take charge 
of the several district libraries, who shall be subject to the control and hold 
their offices dnring the pleasure of such board ; and shall have the power 
and it shall be their duty to pass such by-laws and ordinances for the regula- 
tion, govemmept, control and management of the common schools in said city, 
and of the teachers and pupils of such schools, and of the officers of the sev- 
eral school districts in said city, and for the safe-keeping, di.^position and man- 
agement of the libraries, maps and apparatus appertaining to such schools, 
and to regulate the text books used in such schools, as they shall deem expe- 
dient ; and said board may prescribe a penalty for a violation of any ordi- 
nance or by-law authorized by this act, not exceeding ten dollars ; and any ' 
such penalty may be sued for and recovered with costs, in the name of the 
mayor and common council of the city of Auburn ; and the said board may 
subject the parent or guardian of any minor, and the master or mistrals of 
any apprentice or servant, to any such penalty for a violation of any such or- 
dibance or by-law, by any such minor, apprentice or servant. 

§12. All penalties collected by virtue of this act shall be paid to the 
city treasurer, and by him deposited to the credit of the common 'school 
fund. 

§ 18. The clerk of the board of education shall keep a record of all by- 
laws and OTdinances which shall be passed by said board, and the same shall 
be published and take ef!ect, and be proved and read m evidence, in like man- 
ner as ordinances passed by the common council of the city of Auburn ; a rec- 
ord or entry made by the Skid clerk at the time of the first publication of 
any ordinances, or a copy thereof duly certified by him, or the affidavit of the 
prmter or publisher, shall be presumptive evidence of the publication thereof, 
in all courts and places. 

§ 14. Whenever the inhabitants of any school district shall, by vote, de- 
termine to build a school-house, it shall be the duty of the said board of edn- 
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catioti to fix the site of the eaid school house, and determiiie th^ Bum necet^ 
sary to be raised for tiie purchase of such site and the bpildiog of said school 
house, and report the same to the oommon council, which sum shall in no 
ease exceed tne sum of three thousand dollars. 

§ 15. It shall be the duty of the common council to levy and r^se upon 
the said dists-ict the sum so reported, pursuant to the last section, in the same 
manner as the general taxes of the city are levied or raised, except that the 
same shall be collected on a separate warrant, and when the same Hhall be 
eoUected it shall be paid to the city treasurer, and deposited to the credit of 
the board of education ; and no part thereof shall be appropriated by said 
board otherwise than for the purchase and improvement of such si^e and the 
erecticm of such school-house, with the appurtenances. 

§16. The said board of education shall annually, oA or before the first 
day of June, fix and determine, and certify and report to the common council, 
the amount of money which, when added to the money" annually, apportioned 
to the city of Auburn, or to the several school districts comprieed therein, 
out of the funds belonging to the state, shall be necessary to defray the en^- 
penses of all the oommon or district schools in said city for the ensuing year, 
for fuel, furniture, school apparatus, repairs and insurance of school-House, 
teachers* wae^es and contingent expenses, and also to defray the expenses of a 
school for colored children, as hereinafter provided ; and to pay the compen- 
eation of the clerk of the board of education, and Uie contingent expense* of 
snch board. The amount so certified shall in no case exceed five times the 
Amount which shall have been apportioned out of the Amds belonging to the 
0tate as aforesaid, for the year next preceding. 

§ 17. The common council of the said city shall annually levy and raise 
the amount of money- so certified and reported by the board of education, 
and the said amount so to be raised shall be levied and collected at the same 
time and in the same manner as the other general taxes of the said city «re 
levied and raised, and in addition thereto ; but the warrant issued to the eol- 
lector for the collection of such taxes shall specify what amount of such 
taxes shall be paid to the treasurer for general city purposes, and what part 
m a fund for the support of schools. 

§ 18. All moneys levied and raised for the support of common schods, 
together with the public money received from the state, shall be paid to the 
treasurer of the city of Auburn, and shall by him be kept separate and dis- 
tinct from the other moneys of said city, anddiall be known and distinguish* 
ed as the common school fund, and shidl be paid out by the treasurer, only 
upon an order drawn upon him. and signed by the president and countersign- 
ed by the clerk of said board of education ; and no such order shall be 

' drawn except by virtue of a resolution of the board. Such order shall speo- 
ifv for what purpose the lunount specified therein is to be paid, and the (werk 
of sudi board shall keep an accurate account, under the appropriate heads 

^ of expenditure, of all orders drawn on the treasury, in a check boo^, to J>e 
k^t oy him for that purpose. • 

§ 19. The board of supervisors of CayujKa county shall not have power 
to leyy any tax upon the city of Aubuni, tor the support or on aoeeuat of 
common schools. t 

§20. The said board of education shall exdosiTelj audit all accounts 

- and claims against any school district, or which have accrued on account pf 
any district school in said* city, and the payment of the same or of siadi parts 
thereof as shall be allowed by the said board, shall be made directly to su^ 
claimants by the eity treasurer, out of the moneys belongmg to the oommon 
school fimd, upon the order of said board, as hereinbefore proyided ; but the 
aggregate of the expenditures ahd contracts of the said board dnring aay 
yetft shall not exceed the amount of moneys which shall be subject to thdr 
order during the then current year, . > 

§ 21. ^ Whenever, from the axmual estimate presented to the eem^iioo eoiii- 
eil b^ said board of education, it shall appear that the expenses of aay school 
district for the ensuing year, exclusive of teachers' wages, will exceed ihB 



28S 

•am of fifty dollars, the common council may, in their discretion, order the 
amount of such excess to be levied and assessed upon and collected from 
fuch mstrict, in the manner hereinbefore provided for raising moAeya to 
build a school house; and suQh moneys, when e(o collected, slml be paid to 
the city treasurer, and be by him placed to the credit of the said board of 
education, fmd shall by said board be expended solely for the benefit of 
•uch district. 

§ 22. The said board of education jshall have power to establish and 
iftuse to be kept in said dty, a school for the instruction of colored children, 
■a they shall deem expedient, and the said board shall have and exercise all 
the powers in relation to such school, of trustees of school districts in to^nsy 
•0 far as applicable. « ^ : 

§ 28. whenever the said board of education shall determine to establish 
a school for the instruction of colored children, they shall make an estimate 
of the expense of erecting a suitable school-bouse therefor, and deter* 
mine the site thereof and report such proceedings to the common eoun* 

•il- 
§ 24. The common council shall have power to raise by eeneral tax, in 

the manner hereinbefore provided, and on a separate warrantTor in addition 
to the general city tax, such sum as shall be necessary to porchase such site 
and btmd such school-house, not exceeding three thousand dollars ; or, the. 
•aid common council may refuse to raise sueh tax. In case the common 
•oundl shall refuse to raise such tax, the said board of education shall have 
power to provide and lease a suitable room or building, for the accommoda- 
tion of such school, but the annual expenditure tor this purpose shall not eX' 
•eed the sum of one hundred dollars — rthe same to be paid from the common 
•chool fund. 

§ 25< AH teachers of common schools in said city shall be employed by 
the city superintendent of common schools, and the trustees of tne district 
for wludi such teacher or teachers shall be employed ; but no appointment 
or employment of any such teacher shall be valid beyond tiie first regular 
meeting of the board of education thereafter, unless such appointment shall 
be approved by sudi board ; and all contracts made with teachers by said 
•upermtendent and any trustee, ehall be subject to the provisions of thit 
act ; ^d such contract shall cease to be binding on the rejection of such 
teacher hy the board of education. 

§ 2d. The said board of education may remove any teacher for cause, to 
be specified in the minutes of the proceedings of the said board ; and in 
ease of any such removal, any contract with any such teacher shall cease, 
and aniother teach«a: shall be emjdoyed in the manner provided in the last 
preceding section. 

§ 27. To the first annual estimate of school expenses presented by the 
board of education to the common council, the said board snail add the pres- 
ent indebtedness of every school district within said city, for any of the 
•auses specified in section (16) sixteen of this act, or which may necessarily 
accrue therefor, previous to the time of presentation of such first estimate, 
and sudi additional amount shall be raised in like manner as the other mon- 
vj% stated in said estimate, and shall be paid into and compose a part of the 
common school fund ; and the said board shall assume and pay such indebt- 
edness oat cf the monies so received. 

§ 28. The said board of edneation shall amiually publish in some news- 
paper in said city, a statem^ of the numbe^ of common schools in said 
dty, and the number of pii|nls instructed therein, the total amount of mon^ 
eys reodyed for s6lbs)6[. purposes, with the sources thereof, and the expendi- 
toree on account of ea<m school, specifying as near as may be the items of 
•ach expenditures. 

§ 29. An appeal may be taken to the state superintendent^ of commoa 
•chools from any proceeding of the said board of education, in the formation 
«r alteifttfioii of ^y «^pol district, in the same manner and for the same 
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eanse.*^ as appeals may be taken from the proceedings of town saperintend- 
ents of common schools. 

§ 80. All titles taken to real estate to be used for school purposes, with 
the exception of a site for a school house for colored children, shall be taken 
in the name of the trustees of the district in which such real estate shall be 
situated, in his official name ; and any real estate now or hereafter owned 
by any school district, may be sold by the trustees of such, district, upon a 
Tote of the inhabitants of said district, and with the approval of the said 
board of education ; and the avails of such real estate shall be paid to the 
city treasurer, and be by him placed to the credit of the boara of educa- 
tion, and by said board appropriated exclusively to the benefit of such dis- 
trict 

§ 31. The treasurer and collector of the city of Auburn shall respective- 
ly, with their sureties be liable on their official bonds for any default, de- 
Imquency, neglect or mi^^!onduct in the duties with which they may be re- 
spectively charged, under and by virtue of this act, in the same manner and 
with the like ctTect as (or any other official default, delinquency, neglect or 
misconduct. . ^ ^ 

§ 82. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act are hereby re- 
pealed 

§ 88. This act shall take effect immediately. 

BROOKLYN. 

[LatM of \S50, C%ap. 143.] 

§ 1. The common council of the city of Brooklyn shall, on the first Mon- 
day of February after this act becomes a law, uppoint thirty-three persons, 
residents of saii city, one of whom at least shall reside in each school dis- 
trict thereof^ -^ho together shall constitute a board of education. It shall 
then divide the said board into three equal classes, each class containing 
eleven members, and shall determine by lot their respective terms of office, 
BO that the first class shall serve one year, the sec<ftid two years, and the 
third three years. In each year thereafter, the said common council shall 
appoint eleven members of said board, care being had to preserve the rep- 
resentation of at least one member from each scho(4 district, whose term of 
office shall continue three years : and in case a vacancy shall at any time 
occur in said board, the said council shall supply the same. The persons so 
appointed shall be re-eligible, and shall hold office until their successors are 
appointed and shall have qualified. 

§ 2. The board of education shall have the entire charge and direction 
of all the public schools of said city, and of the school moneys raised for 
the support of the same, and shall possess the powers and be sulyect to the 
general duties of trustees of common schools in this state, so far as the same 
are not impaired or affected by this act. It shall annually choose a presiding 
officer, make its own bv laws, keep a journal of its proceedings, define the 
duties of its officers ana committees, and prescribe such rules and r^ula- 
tions for instruction and discipline in the said, public schools as are not in- 
consistent with the laws of the state ; and all the provisions of the act re- 
lating to resignations and expulsions in the common council shall be appli- 
cable to the board of education. 

§ 8 . The whole city (shall be a school district for all purposes of taxation 
as well for the purchase of school sites and the buildmg and repairing of 
school houses, as for the annual support of schools ; but shall be divided by 
the board of education into as many districts as there are schools, for the 
purpose of determining the limits within which children may attend 9ueh 
schools. . ^ 

§ 4. The board of education shall have power to organize and establiah 
schools for colored children, and such evening schools as it may, from time 
to time, deem expedient, and shaU adopt tiie necessary rolee for the govern- 
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meat of the same. It may make use of the public school houses under its 
charge for such eveiUDg schools, and the expenses of said schools shall be 
paid out of the general fund, in the same manner as those of the other pub- 
*uc schools. No person shall be prohilnted from attending the evening schools 
on account of age. . 

§ 5. The board of education shall appoint a city superintendent of com- 
mon schools, who shall, ex-offido, be the secretary of the board. In addi- 
tion to such other duties as maj be devolved upon him by the board, in the 
visitation and superintendence of the schools, ne shall examine the qualifi- 
cations of teachers and grant certificates, in such manner and form as may 
be prescribed by the state superintendent, which sh^ not be in force long- 
er than a year, and may at any time be revoked by the board of education. 
He shall also make B\xm annual and other reports of the condition of the 
schools and of other matters as may be required by law or by the said 
board. He shall be paid a salary out of the general fund, to be fixed by 
the board, and may be removed from offioe by the vote of a majority of all 
the members of the board of education. 

§ 6. The treasurer of the city shall be, ex-officio, the treasurer of the 
board of education, and shall receive to the credit of said board, from the 
county treasurer, tiie amount of school money to which the city is entitled 
from the state appropriation, together with such amount as is raised by the 
board of supervisors to entitle the city to its distributive share of the sdiool 
moneys of the state, and from the city collector the money raised by tax for 
the support of schools ; and he shall disburse the same only by the order 
and upon the warrant of the board of education, drawn in uvor of the per- 
son entitled to payment, signed by the presiding officer of the board, and 
oountersiened by its secretary. 

§ 7. The treasurer shall give such bonds for the iaithfril performance of 
his duty as the common council may require, and shall report monthly to 
the board of education his receipts and expenditures, with the balance re- 
maining on hand to the eredit of the board, and such other in^rmation 
in relation thereto as the board of education may, from time to time, re- 
quire. 

§ 8. The board of education shall provide for taking an annual census of 
•11 the children of the dty, on the thirty-first day of December in each year, 
between the ages of ftre and sixteen ^ears indlusive, which enumeration, 
with such statistical and other information as mav be required by law, shall 
be included iu the report of the city superintenclent, required in a previous 
section. 

§ 9. The board of education shall present, annually, on or before the first 
Monday in February, to the common council, an estimate of the' money re- 
quired to be raised in the ensuing year for the support of the schools, and 
' for the purchase of school sites, as well as for* the building and repairing of 
school-huuees ; and the common council shall determine what sums shall be 
raised for such purposes, respectively, in addition to the amount already re- 
quired by law, in order to entitle the city to its distributive share of the state 
school money. 

§ 10. The amount of money to be raised for the support of schools in 
any one year, exclusive ot the sums required to purchase sites and to build 
and repair school-houses, as well as to entitle the city to its ^are of the state 
school money, shall not be less than one d<4Iar and twenty-five cents, nor 
more than one dollar and seventy-five cents for eadi child between the ages 
of five and sixteen years within the dty-— as ascertained by the previous 
census', herein required to be taken on the thirty-first day of December in 
each year. 

§ 11. The several amdtmts so determined by the common coundl to be 
raised as aforesaid, shall be levied upon all the taxable property of the dty, 
in the same manner and at the same time as the taxes for city purposes, and 
shall be state4 and sent to the board of eoonty tnperrisors to De levied and 
eoUeoted accordingly. 



} 12. The boMrd of supemsora, in their warrant to the (^llector, ehaH dir 
reot him to pay the amount eo to be cbUeoted to #ie treasurer of the iHj, to 
the credit of the board of education, out of Um first moneys collected. 

§ 18. It shall be the duty of the first board of city assessors dected after 
this law shall take efieot^ to estimate Hie value of the bAdoL prof^erty of each 
school district as heretofore existing, and certify the s^me to the board of 
•uperTisors. The supervisors shall thereupon, proceed to equaU»e the sajd y^- 
ne by assessing the aggregate amount thereof upon ithe whple city, and cred' 
iting each sdiool district on account of its fi;eneral tai^ with the value of its 
separate school property, and its special siAool taxes already laid and in pro- 
gress of collection. 

g 14. The board of education AtAl determine the number and location , 
of schools ; but no expenditures tor the purchase of ground or the erectioi^L of 
school-houses shall hereafter be made, unless the same ^lall have been ap- 
proved of by the common coundL Such approval shall be deemed to have 
been given when the tax therefor shall be approved by the conmion council, 
and levied by the supervisors ; or it may be speicudly given upon the appli- 
cation of the board of education to make fludb expeiraiture, m antidpatioii of 
a tax to be levied in the ensuing year. 

g 15. The title of all the property now or hereafter to be required for 
school purposes, shall be vested in die board of education. 

g 16. The board of edueation shall determine whether any and wh^ por-; 
tion qf the state appropriation and the county tax, designated as libraiy mon- 
«^, slmll be applied to the porehase of school libraries and apparatus^ and the 
disposition thereof ; and the residue of said money shall be applied to the 
payment of teachers* wages, or for the purchase ol sdiool booKs, and to no 
other purpose. 

g 17. The monev raised for the purchase of school Sites, and the buildii^^ 
repairing and fomisbilig of school^iouses^ shall be known as the *' special, 
school fund," and all other moneys as the ** general sdKX)! ftmd;" and it shs^ 
be the duty of die board of education to keep accurate accoun(;s of its re- 
ceipts and expenditures, distinguishing between those of a general and those 
of a special character ; and it shall not be lawful to expend any portion of the 
moneys raised for the use of one of said funds, for the purposes of the other 
of said funds, but the expenditures shall be made in conformity with the ap- 
propriations under which the funds were levied and collected.. 

§ 18. The board of education shall make returns annually, to die common 
eouncil, of its receipts and expendituresy speoifyuig those on account of the 
general and special funds respectively, witn sud^ odier details as the com- 
moil council may from time to time require. 

§ 19. No school in said city shall be entitled to any portion of the school 
moneys* in which the religious sectarian doctrine or tenets of any particular 
christian or other religious sect shall be taught or inculcated, or wnich shidl 
refuse or prohibit visits or examinations by the dty superintendent or mem- 
bers of the board of education of said city ; provided tnat iJiis section shall 
not be deemed to prohibit the use of the holy scriptures without note or com- 
ment 

§ 20. The schools of the asylum societies, in said dty, shall participate in 
die dia^tributionof the school moneys, invsuch manner that they slaXi respect- 
ively receive a sum in proportion to the number of children who shiEdl have 
actually atteinded such school withoitt charge during the preceding year, for 
which school moneys are raised ; which sum shall be e^xiX to the amount 
paid to any of the publicf schools in said dty, in proportion to the number of 
children who shall nave actually attended any such -sdiool during the said 
preceding year, actually orphans, or half orphans. 

[Laws of 1861, Cha^, 229.] 

§ 15. '](1ie amount of money to be raised in any one year for the support 
of Common Schp<4s in the city of Brooklyn^ exelusive of the sums requu*^/ 
to purchase sitefii, tp b\iild aod repaiir school houses, and to enrd^^t^ Jlty to 
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^tfl share of the State School money, shall be such sum as the said Common 
^Ooundil may deem necessary therefor, not to exceed the amount now allow- 
•ed by law. ' 

BITFFALO. 

|(£aiM of 1848, eh, 122, titles II und IJC, as amended by cL 166, lam of 1849.] 

TiTLK n. § .11 and 22. The common council shall, on ihe second Tues- 
day of March in each year, or as soon thereafter as practicable, appoint by 
^<diot, a city supeiintendent of common schools, who shall hold his office un- 
til tiie second Tuesday of the month of March next after such appointnient, 
nmless sooner remoyed or disqualified, and untH his successor in on»ce shall be 
appointed, and enter upon his duties. 

[Title I^-^-cf Common and other 8chooh,'\ 

§ 1. The mayor and aldermen of the city of Bufihlo, shall, b^ ylrtue of 
ibeir^^offices, be commissioners of common scnools in and for said city, and in 
-common councfl shall perform all the duties of such commissioners, and shall 
possess aU the rights, power and authonty of commissioners (town superin- 
tendents) of coBunon schools in the seyeral towns in this state. 

§ 2. The cler^of said eify, shall be the clerk of the mayor and aldermen 
4hereo£^ when actinji^ as commissioners of comp^n schools, and shall perform 
all the du^es required of the town clerks of the seyeral towns in the state, 
4Ui clerks of the oommisacmers of common schools of such towns, and be sub- 
ject to the same penalties for the neglect thereof 

§ 8. In all amwopriatioBs of puUic money for schools, or other purposes, 
the cHy^f Bufi&uo shall be taken and considered as a town in the county of 
&ie, and c^iall be entitled to copies of laws in the same mann^ as other 
towns in said county ; and all such moneys or books shall be paid or deliyer- 
^ to the common counciL 

§ 4. The common council may expend such portion as they may deem 
proper, of any Ifttrary moneys hereafter receiyea from the state, in oinding 
and repairing the boc^ in the eity library, in puridiasing maps and other 
apparatus for the schools, and in supplying indigent scholars in the schools 
under tlieir charge, with necessary common school books, and other imple- 
ments of learning. 

I 6. AU the district schools oi|^anized within the city o( Buffalo, shall be 
public, and free to all white children residing within th« district, under the 
•age of sixteen [21] ye^rs, and the common coimcil, by, a vote of two-thirds of 
jSi the aldermen elected, are hereby authorized to include in the general an- 
nual <uty tax authorized to be raised, under the third section of the fifth tiUe 
of this act, such additional sum as, in their opiniout with the public school 
moneys for the year, will be sufficient to suf^rt their sch<^ system, and to 
defray the expenses of all the schools under their chaise, except such, of said 
■expenses as may be raised by district tax. The moneys thus raised for sdiool 
purposes, togeuier with all moneys receiyed from other sources for such 
purposes, shall constitute a separate fond, to be called the school fund, and a 
eeparate and distinct account thereof shall be kept by the proper officer or of- 
.ficers of the city ; and the moneys of this fund shall not oe appropriated or 
-diverted to any other purpose whateyer^ 

§ 6. The common council shall provide and mabtain one or more free 
schools in the oiljy for the colored children thereof ; and may purchase one or 
more sites, and erect thereon, furnish and maintain all buildings necessary for 
such schools ; and shall from time to time, raise all moneys necessary for 
th^se purposes, by general tax, in the m^imier provided by the last section. 

§ 7. Ilie common council shall have power, and it shall be their duty, 
wnanever it may be necessary so to do, 

1. To designate and purcliase or lease, in each school diBtriot, a site or sites 
for the Bchooi-hoi^se or school houses therein, and to fence and imp'ove the 
«ame as to them shall appear suitable and proper : 
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* * 

t. To bofld on such site or sites, or on any lot owned by such disinot^sucb 
school-house or school-houses and out houses as shall to them appear suitable 
and sufficient for such districts : 

8. To complete, improve, enlaige or repair any district school-house, from 

, time to time as they shall think proper, and to supply such school-houses y 
whenever they deem it expedient, with such school apparwtus, b^xite, furni- 
ture and appendages as 'th^y may direct; and to prescribe the course ander* 
tent of the studies to be pursued therein : 

4. To order from iiibe to time, a tax to be levied upon all the taxable 
property of any district, sufficient to pav all such sums as they may have ex- 
pended or deem neeessary to be- expended in that district, for the purposes in^ 
this section above specified : 

6. To make out a tax roll or list of every dislarict tax ordered by thenv 
within sixty days after such (iis.trict tax shall be* ordered, similar in form to- 
the general assessment roll in said city, at^certainlng the valuation of the prop- 
erty to be taxed as far as possible frcm the last assessment roll of sald^eity ; 
and no person shall be entitled to any reduction of the valuation of fitlch prop- 
erty so ascertained, imless he shall give notice of his claim to snch rednctioo. 
io the city superintendent of common schools within ten days after the pas- 
' sage of the order to raise such tax ; and when such valuation of taxable prop- 
erty cannbt be asceilained from such assessment roll, the eofnnion conndl, or 
such superintendent, shall iascertain such valtiati<in by the b«St nKeams In their 
power. Such rolls may be d^vered for collection to the eoUectdr of t^ dis- 
trict or to the city collector : 

6. To make such by laws and ordinan<ieS as thcjy may diiiem necessary for 
* the ptosperity and good order and* goVerntnent of the common schools, and 
the security and preservation of the school-houses and other property b^oog- 
ing to the school districts, and to prescribe the duties and powers of the st- 
perintendent and of the several district clerks, trustees ana o^leciors, in all 
cases not provided for by this act : 

T. To require and take from the <^sti4<:l edfectors siJefc s^tetirity as they 
may deem adequate ;' if such security be not giv6n l^ any such collector, ^ey 
may remove him find appoint a successor: 

^ 8. To authoiize ana require the superintendent of conunon- schools in said 
city to dp anj act or to perform any duty required of any tfustee of a sdiool 
district of said dty, in case of any vacancy in the c^Slce of trustee, or of the 
neglect or refusal of siich trustee to perform such duty : 

9. To divide the district schools in said city feto pHttary and hi^er 
departments or otherwise, whenever they shall deem such division desirable, 
and to prescribe regulations for the transfer of scholars from one department 
to the other, arid also to direct the superintendent to provide suitable and suf- 
ficient instructors for each of the sstid departments. 

g 9. The superintendent of contoion schools of said city, shallbe the execu- 
tive officer of th0 common cotmcil to carry into effect all the provisiona of this 
act, and the ordinances and orders of the said e<^iMnon ooimdl, in respect to 
common schools ; and it shall be lawful for the said cjommon council to assign 
to the said superintendent, the performance of any duty required of them;^ 
respect to the common schools of said city; he Miall, m respect to the com- 
mon schools of said city, possess all the powers and authority, and be Subject 
to the duties and obligations of the inspectors of common schools erf the dmer- 
ent towns of this state. He shall also have power, and it shall* be his duty, 

1. To have the care and custody, and prOvi<fe for the safe keeping of dis- 
trict school-houses in said city : 

2. To c(totract^ith and eihploy all teachers of ^e several cfistiictflohools 
therein : 

3. Under the direction of the common council, to contract for and super- 
intend the building, enlarging, hnprovinff, fUmishhig and repahing of all school- 
houses ordered to be 6red;ea by the said common council, and the mflking of aU 
repairs and improvements bb^iind around the same : 
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4/ In jdl oiftsues -wbiere no other po^isidn is made by thU M, to unm^y th€ 
place and perform the seyeral duties in respect to the several school districts 
m said eity, reqinred of the trustees of the seVeral school districta in this 
istatC} br the {general statutes relating to common schools : . , 

5. To perform such other duties as may be from time to time imposed on 
'him by the common counciL 

§ 10. The inhabitants of any school district entitled to vote at district 
•meetiDgs, when legally assemlded in district meeting, shall have the same 
power as is now given by law to the inhabitants of the s^eral school distiicts 
m the different. towns in tkis state, cixcept that there shall be but one trustee 
elected in each district ; and that such meeting shall not possess the power 
to designate the site.for a sdiool^houee, or to lay a tax to ptirchase or leaae a 
site for a school^house, or to build, hire, or purchase* a school-house lor sueh 
district The dei^ and collector of audi (ustricts shall possess the powers 
and authority, and be subject to the same duties and obligations, as such of- 
tficers in the several districts of thia state except as herein otherwise provided. 

§ II. It shall be sufficient nodce of any annual, special or adjourned die- 
triot meeting, to publish such notice once in each week, for two successive 
weeks preceding itiie time of holding audi meeting, in the city paper, and by 
affixing a copy of the same on the outer door of me district school-house, k£ 
-there be any,) and posting a copy of the same in three other public places m 
•such district ; the posting of said notice to be done at least ten days before 
•och meeting ; and no o£er notice of any^ sudi meeting need be given. The 
annual meetings of such di strict shall be held on the Monday preceding the 
last Tuesday in December in . each jear. The superintendent of the common 
schools for the said city, shall revise the proceedings of such meetings, and 
see that the proper records of such proceedings are made by the clerk in the 
book of distnct records, to b& provided^ by- the said ^tiperintendent, and kept 
by the clerk of such district for su6n purposes ; and the said superintendent, 
and the mayor and aldermen of said city, and every ta^ble inhabitant of such 
distri<it shall be permitted by the clerk, at all proper times, to examine the same. 

% 12. The trpst^e ^Ijdcted in ,apy, school district in aaid city shall have 
the power, and it shall.be his duty, 

1. To.callspeciaLmeetingaof the inhabitants of such district, liaUe to pay 
taxes, whenever it shall be by him deemed necessary or proper : 

2. To give notice of special, annual and adjourned meetings, in the manner 
prescribed in tbis:act, if there be no clerk of the district, or he be absent or 
.mcapable of acting, or shall neglect or refuse t9give such notice : 

3. * To visit the sdiqols kept in the district as often as once in each quar- 
ter, and to report the condition of the ^^me, vith such suggestions for the 

.improvement thereof as he may deem proper io the common council : 

4. To perform such other duties as may be from time to time imposed up- 
on him by the common council. 

§ 13. The ^mmiw council .shall annually publish in the city paper a state- 
.mcintpf the numb^ of common schools in the said citv ; the numoer of pupils 
instructed therein, the year preceding ; the several branches of education 
pursued by them, and &e receipts and expenditures of each school, specifying 
the squrces of such receipts, and the objects of such expenditure. 

BUSHWICK. 

[iipf«w </ 1)84^, cAop. 811.] 

AN ACT to provide for fret schools in the town qf J^ushmch 

Passed Octob^ 16, 184'7, "three-fifths being present." 
The People of the State of ^euo- York^ represented in Senate and Assembly y do 
^ 0nact as follows : 

% 1. The trustees of the several school districts in the town of Bushwiek 
in the ooimty of Kings shall annnfiUy, pit least thr0e weeks before i)ieir, annu- 
cftlmaetang, or ol a ^^NScial meeting 4a be called ^r, th^t purpose, prepare an 

-Miteitto of tho . mmmk wV^ they . «lwdl 1im«^iVlfi^fmmi^^Bf^Jm[m o£ 



tuch disiricti and for the support of oommon achook tiierem^ for th« eoswng 
ye»Tf ezclasire of the moneys which they may be entitled to reoeire from the 
town Buperintendent, and inchiding &e sums required for the* purchase of ne- 
cessary furniture, apparatus and books, and for cootiQgent ezpensea, and. shall 
xsause printed notices thereof to be posted for two weeks thereafter, in fiye 
or more of the most public places in said districts. 'Vhey shall nesent such 
estimate at such meeting, when the inhabitants of soch oistrict uien present, 
thail Tote thereon for each item separately, and the same or so much thereof 
as ehall be approved of by a majonty of such inhabitants, shall be levied and 
raised by tax on stK^ district, as now provided by law for raising a district 
school tax. 

§ 2. When the trustees shall have eompleted the tax list, they shall deliv- 
er the same to the superintendemt of sdioots for said town, who shall issue his 
warrant to the collector of taxes of said town, returnable in thirty days, lor 
the collection of the same, and take from such collector approved security for 
the performance of his duty ; such warrant may be renewed from time fo 
tima The moneys so collected shall be paid to said trustees, and by them 
araropriated to the purposes for whidi the same was voted, unless otherwise 
directed by a vote of the inhabitants, at their aimual district school meeting, 
or a special meeting ca31ed for the purpose. 

J I 8. The tax t^reby imposed shau be a lien upon the lands taxed, to be 
orced and ccUected by sale, in the manner that county taxes are, upon a 
return to be made by said cc^eetor to the treasurer of the county, oi all un- 
paid taxes in said districts. 
§ 4. This act shall take effect inmiediatriy. 



CLYDE HIGH SCHOOL. 

[Laws of 1834, chap. 175, at amended by chap. 268 laws of 1842.] 

§ 1. School (fistrict number .seventeen, in the town of Galen, in the coun- 
ty of Wayne, shall form a permanent school district, not eulject to alteration 
by the Town Superintendent of Oommon Schods of the said town of Galen, 
and shall hereafter be known by the name of ** The Clyde High School" 

§ 2. The Trustees of the Clyde fiigh School, shall be seven in numb^ ; 
ana the first trustees shall be George Burrell. John Condit, Sylvester Clfu^ 
Cyrus Smith, Isaac Lewis, William S. Stow, and Calvin D, Tompkins ; and 
sbaJl hold their offices until the first annual meeting of said permanent school 
district, and until others are chosen. 

g 8. Said trustees are autliorized to receive gifts, grants and donations, to- 
wards defraying the expenses of purchasing a site and building a suitable 
school-house for said high school 

§ 4. Said trustees, on receiving the sum of one thousand dollars, or hav- 
ing the said sum secured to be paid to them, by subscription or otherwise, shall 
have power to levy and cause to be raised by tax upon the taxable inhabitants 
of said permanent school district, a like sum of one thousand dollars ; but no 
such tax shall be levied until said trustees shall have called a special meeting 
of the taxable inhabitants of said permanent school district^ in marmer now 
provided by law, for calling special seboc^ district meetings. 

g 5. Said trustees shall report in writing to said meeting, the amount of 
moneys received . by them, the sum or sums secured to be paid to them, and 
the manner in which it is secured ; and if the sum of one thous^d dollars ap- 
pears to be paid or is secured to be paid to said trustees, said meetine shall 
proceed to elect a clerk and collector for said high sdiool, who shall hM thdr 
officCiS i^itil the first annual meeting of said permanent school district^ aood UU' 
til others are chosen. 

g 6. Hie trustees hereby appointed, and derir and ooUeotor hereby direct- 
ed to be dbosen, shall be siAjeet toth^ Isatne-penallief, aild thaJl hams the 
'«ame powers, atid perform Ikt MUi^ dtitiea, as ne •flhMn'dhre««l€^to4bwi!bo- 
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atb b^ dbftptev filbMoiK title eecond, asd ^xHtle fifth of the rerised Stataiest 
and aU sabeeqaeot eleetioDs shall be held imder tiiab aot. 

§ 7. The trueteee of eaid high school shaU select a suitable site in the vil- 
lage of Clyde f(»r the erection of their school-house ; and shall contract for, 
and purchase the same, and thereon erect a schoolhouse of sufficient size to 
accommodate such children as may be required to be educated in saidperma" 
uent school district, and shaU furnish the necesssary 'furniture and matures 
for the same. 

g 8 ScJkool districts fourteen and seventeen, or either of them, may sell 
their district property and pay the amount of m(»ey arising from suwh side 
er sales, to the tnistees of the Clyde High School 

§ 9. Said trustees on reoeivmg siich moneys, shall, if required l^ either 
district, deduct the amount from that part of the tax hereby directed to be 
imposed on the taxable ii^bitants of the individual district paying the 
nme. 

§ 10. Hie school money which school districts number fourteen and aev- 
enteen shall from time to time be entitled to receive from the commissionem 
of oQiCnmon schools in the town of Galen, shall be paid to the trustees of Uie 
Clyde High School; who shall be required to report to said commissioners in 
the same manner as other school districts are by law required to report. 

§ 11. The trustees rec^ving such moneys, shall give their receipt for the 
same, and shall apply the money received, exclusive!^ to the payment of the 
teachers employed by them ; and it may be applied m such manner as to ren- 
der the tuition of such poor diildren in said oistriet as. they may deem prop- 
er, gratuitous. 

§12. It shall be the duty of the trustees of the said high school, to make 
an annual report to the superintendent of common schools, of the state and 
eondition of the said school. 

§ 18. The trustees shall have the general superintendence of all schools 
taught in said school-house, and shall employ as mahy teachers and assistants 
as they shall deem necessfiary, and shall direct the course of instruction, and 
regulate all the internal concerns of said sohool. [§ 2, act of 1842.] The trustees 
of said Clyde High School may friim time to time, rent or lease for scholastic 
purposes, such rooms or apartq^ents in their . school house, as in their judgment 
ma^ not be required for the use of schools therein, established by them. 

§ 14. This aot diall take effect on the passage thereof ; and the legislature 
may at any time alter, modify, or repeal this act. 

COHOES. 

[Laws of 1860. Chap. 841.] 

AS ACT to establish Free SchooU in ike village of Cohoea, 

Passed April 10, 1860, ''three-fifths being present 

The People of the State of New -Yorkf repreunted in Senate and Aeeemhly^ 
do enact a$follote$: 

§ 1. The several school districts of the village of Cohoes, shidl constitute 
one 8<^ool district, and the sofaods therein shall be free to all children between 
Ite ages of ^ye and twen^-one years, residing in soch districts. 
. 8 2. There shall be erected in each district one or more schocd-houses. 

§ 8. The title of the school-bouses, sites, lots, fumitare, books, apparatiu 
and appurtenances, and all other sdiooi property in this act mentioned, diall 
be vested in the vilh«e of Cohoes, anld the same while used or appropriated for 
•diool purposes shall not be levied upon or sold b^ virtue of any warrant or ex* 
«ciition. nor be subject to taxation ; and the said viUage, in its corporate capaci- 
ty, sLall be able to take, hold and dispose of any real or personal estate trans- 
ferred to it by gifts, grants, beqvest or devise, for the nse of the commen 
schools of said village. 



§ 4. T^ trasto^s of said vilbii^e ma^ mn ^ rMottttvMNSiitk)^' «^ ^ 
board of education hereinafter meationed, pell any of the %^m*k hotisei* lote^ 
or sHfefe, or toy other sehool property ix6m oir hbreaftenr behmgini* to said vil- 
lage. The proceetls of all such sales shall be pakJ to the treaRurer of the vil- 
lage^ and shall be expended nnder the direcdon of the board of edocalioD, for 
any school purpose. 

I 6. There shall b6 elected at th^ jaonnid election in said Village; to be held 
on the first Tuesday of March, 1851, in the same manner that other village of^ 
fibers are elected, from each of the districts in said village two trustees ; the 
persons so elected shall be residents of the district for whidi they shidl be elect- 
ed, and shall within ten days after receiving ndtice 6f their election, takd ih» 
o«ih of office prescribed by the Constitution of tlner State, txA file the samd with 
the village clerk. 

§ 6. Withm ten days after as in the last section tnention^dt ^id trustees so 
elected from tbe^e districts shall meet in the office of the clerk of said village and 
shall determine by lot which of th-t two persons 60 elected for each mstrict 
shall serve for the term of one year, and which for. the term of two years. 

§ 7. In each year thereafter there dmil be ^tected in ^d village attheaiK 
nnal election, in the same manner, and under the same r^idations ato other v3- 
lage officers are elected, one trustee of common schools fbr each district, to sup- 
ply the f^ace of those whose termd' are abotit to expire The term of office of 
all tmstees elected purbuiUit to this act shall commence oh the second Tnesdify 
next after their election and shidl continue two years. 

§ 8. The tmstees of said village shall fill all Vacancies which may happen 
by death, resignation^ or removal from the district in which each or any of th& 
trustees of common schools were- ^ected ', tlie tru^ees so appointed 'shall hold 
thi^ office untQ the second Tuesday sueoeeoKnj^ the next anntial election, and ttt 
each annual election there shall be elected a trustee to supply the {^laoe of any 
person s6 a^ipointed, and ^e pei^ thtis elected shall serve oiit the unexpired 
teim. 

g 9. Any trustee of common schools in BflCid village maay be removed from 
office for official misconduct, or neglect of duty, by tl^ trustees of said village », 
but a written copy of the charges agalhst said tkiJd;ees sha& be served upon 
Hm. and he shall be allowed an opportunity to refute any such charge of mis- 
conduct or neglect of duty before removal. 

§ 10. The trustees of t^e several school districts of said village shall con* 
stitute a board to be styled the Board of Education of the village of Oohoes, 
which shall be a corporate body in relation to all the powers and duties confer- 
red upon them by virtue of this act; ; a n(ka)0|ity of the board shall form a quo- 
rum. The first meeting of the board shall be held on the second Wednesday 
next after their election, and the annual meeting of the board thereafter, shaJ^ 
be on the second Wednesday next after their election. At the first meeting of 
the board and annually thereafter, at the aiinnal meeting, the^ sl^ elect one 
of their number president of the boards and wheneveir he shall be absent a 
president pro tempore may be appointed. The said trustees shall receive no 
compensabbn^or weir services. 

§ 11. The trustees of the several school districts now existing in said 
vilJAge, dikll within thhrty and not liasd than fifteeh dayd preeedtog the thne 
for inkling thefr annual meetih|^ pr^are e&Udiates' of the amount of toon^ 
necessary to be raised in the district lorcontinuing the several schoc^ for the time 
intervoung between the time of hc^dinr the annual meeting and tiie ffi^t day of 
liardii 1B61, when thepredent system ^all be brought into use ; and tfiey arere- 
quired within thirty days, and not less than fifteen days pluvious to the-first day el 
Maffch; 1851, to prepare ah estimate dl the amount of money necessary to be 
raised in the several districts fi>r the ensuing year, to be submitted to the anmaal 
vdlif^e meeting, which estiihate ^laU be made out in items and (massed upoi^ 
item by item, by the legal voters present, find ado^Hed or rejected whc^y or in 
part ; the votes shall be token by ayes andnayd, or by baUti>t» if ordered by a 
majority of the voters entitled to vote for such taxes. 



§ 12. It shall be the duty of said board of edacation,Vithin thirty, and not 
iMstban fifteen days previous to the ^Qual meeting, each yeaor, to pr^tture an 
<«stimate of all sums necessary to be raised for all scl^l purposes mentioned 
in this act, or deemed advisable by the board, and the specific sum neoessflry 
for each item in said estimate, and publish the same two -vreiaks in one or. moifr, 
of the village papers, which shall be voted foif, item by item, in the same mea- 
lier' as prescril]^ in the 11th section of this act.. 

%^ 18.; Said board of education shall appoint a clerk"who may be one of* 
their own number, who ^taHl hold his office during l^e ple€isure.of the boards' 
iind whose eompenfiation shall be fiixed by them. The said derkaliaU kee^ a 
i^eeord of the proceedings of the boa^d, and perform, ^ch other duties aa thft: 
board may prescribe ; the said record or a transcript thereof;, cei^tified by th^ 
pifesident and clerk, shall be received m, all oourts as prima fade evidence of 
thQ fiacts therein stet forth, and such records and all the nooks, accouilts, vouchr 
^rs and papers of said board, shall at all timei be to^ect to the inapeeti^k 
-(rf the. trustees of the village, or any eonunittee thereof. < 

' ^ 14. The trustees of said village, shall have ihe power, and it shail.be. 
their duty to raise from time to time by tax, to be levied equally upott all 
the real and personal estate in said vfilage, liable U^ taxation ror the ordinary 
'nllage taxes, or for town or county charges, such sum or sums of tnon^ 4ft 
may be approved of at the annual village meriting, for any or all the follow- 
ing purposes : 

1. To purchase, lease, or improve sites for school houses : 
. 2. To build, purchase, lease, enlarge, ^ter, imjnbve and repair Mdioc^hooft* 
es and their out nouses and appurtenances : 

3. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus^ books, fur- 
^ture and appendages : 

4. To procure fuel and defray the oontingent expenses of the seiieilU 
schools ana the board of education, and the expenses of the libraries of sida 
▼Ulage: , , - . 

ti. To pay the wages of teachers due, after the i^lication of the p^bli^ 
moneys whioV may by law be appropriated and provided for that porpose. 
Provided, nevertheless, that the tax to be levied as ^oresfdd and ooUeoted by 
this act shall be collected at the same time and in ihe same manner as otbeto 
Tillage taxes : • . " ^ 

6. To pay the expensed of insuring all &e ^eheol properlrf of said yilrr 
hge. 

§. 16. jUI moneys to be raised pursfiant to the provlsioDS' of thisaet, and a}^ 
sehool monffjrs by law appropriated to, or provided for said'village, shall be paid 
tie the treasurer thereof, who, together ^i^ tli#«ui%tieB4ipon bis ofiSeial boz^ 
shall be accountable therefor in the same manner as for other moneys of sm4 
village ; the said treasurer shaOl hk lift'Ue to ihe slame penaltiiss for any^dfiSdal 
B^soonduct in reliation to eaid moneys' as ^r 'Any siomar iai8eand]ifiit«n.rela!> 
tiontothe other moneys of said village.' The treasurer shaU'paJjr out ^ 
sdiool moneys on the wairant of the board of ^^ucatioi), d^ed •byits predir 
dent and eUrk, and all accounts so paid- shall be aceompaitied hr the^ Affida- 
vit of the owner thereof, settmg forth that the claims are reasonable, and ^W 
all the articles named were furhished by the direction of the legally appoixttr 
-td officers. 

§ 16. The said board shall have power, and it shall be their duty, 

1. To establish a,nd orgaMze in said villagfe a system of edncatiion embra- 
)eii% sach aild so many schools (meludlng the oonmion schools ootv' tuaaimg 
tiierein) as they shall deeqi i^eomsite and expedient, and to alter and disbod^ 
tinue the same as may be found necessary. 

' 2. To hire or cause to be hired schbol houses and voonis as Uiey may find 
it necessary for the accommodation df the students in said' village. 

8. To alter, impove and repair school houses and appnrtemiaoes, as th^y 
may deem advisaole. 

4. To purchase, im^ve and ^epatii' school apparatus, bo<to tat indigdii 
pupBs^ i^i^ttii^ and ol^r w^asuif ttrt^ele% hietoding^Mbrariea S 
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$. To have &6 cnstodj and safe keef»iig of Uio Bchool Houses, oat hpiumi^ 
books, fumitore and af^ndages.. 

6. To contract with and employ all teaches in said schools, and at their 
j^easure remove them. 

7. To pay tiie wages of sik^ teachers out of the moneys appropriated and 

Sovided oy law for that purpose, so far as the same shall be sumcient, and 
e residue thereof from the moneys authoiized to be raised for that purpose 
by section fourteen of this act, by tax upon said village. 
• ^ To defray the necessary oontingent expenses of the board, inoludiniBr 
an annual salary to the clerk, provided the acoount of such e3q>enses shall 
first be audited and allowed by the board of trustees of said village. . 

9. To have in all respects the superintendence, supervision and manage- 
ment of the common schools in said village, and from time to time to adopts 
alter, modify and repeal as ihsj may deem expedient, rules and reguladona 
for their organization, government and instruction, for the reception of pupils- 
and^their transfer from one schobl U> another, and .generally for the promotion 
6f their good order, prosperity and public utility. 

10. Whenever, in the (^imon of tlie board, it may be advisaUe to sell any 
of the schod houses, lots or sites, or any of the school property now or here- 
after ^belonging to the village, to report the same to the trustees of the vil- 
lage. 

11. Between the first day of July and the first day of August, Jn each 
rear, to make and transmit to the county clerk or such other o&eer as npy 
be designated by law in the year of its transmission, and stating, 

1. fDie number of school houses in said 'nllage, and an account and de- 
scription of all the common schools kept in said vulage during the preceding 
year and tiie time tbe^ have severally been taoght. 

< 9. The number of duldren taught in said schools respectively, and the 
number of children over the age of five vears and under the age of sixteen 
[21] years, nesiding in said villi^e on the first day of January of that year. 

8. The whole amoimt of school moneys received by the treasurer of said 
village during this year preceding, distinguishing the amoimt received from 
the county treasurer from the village tax and from any other source. 

4. The manner in which such money had been expended and whether any 
aiid what part remains unexpended, and for what cause. 

5. The amoimt of money received as tuition fees from foreign pupils du- * 
ring the year, and Ute amount paid for teachers' wages in addition to the pub- 
lic moneys, with such otlier information relatizie to &e common sdiools ofsaid 
Triage as may from time to time be required by the state superintendent of 
^KMnmon schools. 

§ 17. It shall be the duty of each tmstee to visit the schools in lus dis- 
trict, twice in each year, and the board of education shall provide that each 
of the schools in the village shall be visited by a committee of three or more 
of their number or by their deik at least once in each term. 

§ 18. The Saul bcuurd of education shall have power to allow the children 
of parsons not iosident witliin the village to attend any o^ the schools of said 
villaffe under the care and ciontrol of said board upon such terms as said 
board shall by resolution prescribe, fixing the tuition which shall be paid 
therefor. 

§1^. It shall be the duty of such board in all their expenditiures and con- 
traot» to have] reference to me amount of moneys which shall be subject to 
their order during the then current year for the partioular expenditure in 
question and not to exceed that amount 

g 20. The said board of trustees shall be trustees of the school library or 
libraries in said Village, and all the provisions of law which now are, or may 
hereafter be passed relative to disttict school libraries shall apply to said trus- 
tees, they shall also be vested with the same discretion as to the disposition 
J»C the moneys i^f>piopriated by any law of this State for the pwchase of li- 
braries wfaicbk.&l«e}n oottferred.upoft the in^itawts of school dUtriota^ 



§'21. The Slid board of edcioation shall hare ihe eoairol of all the books 
and appurtenances belonging to the libraries of said village, ^all appoint a 
librarian or librarians and regulate the drawing of books from said liorarj. 

§ 22. It shall be the diitj of said board at least three weeks before tii* 
annual election of trtstees in each year, to prepare and report to the yillag«e 
trustees true and correct statements of the receipts and diMHirsements under 
and in pursuance- of the provisions of this act, during the preceding year, id 
which accoimt shall be stated under appropriate heads, 

1. The moneys raised by the village trustees under the fourteenth sectbn 
of this act 

2. The school moneys received by the village treasurer from all sources. 

8. The moneys received by the village trustees under the third seetioQ ol 
this act 

4. All other moneys received by the treasurer subject to the order of ihm 
board, specifying the sources. 

5. Tne manner in which such sums of money diall have been expended, 
specifying the amount paid under each head of expenditure ; and the trus- 
tees of said village shall at le^t cas»e the ^ame to be published in one or 
more of the newspapers published in said village, for two weeks before such 
election, and cause writt^ or printed notices to be posted on each school- 
house door. 

g 23. It shall be the duty of the clerk of said village, immediately after 
the election of any person as a trusted of common schools, to personallv, or 
in writing, notify him of his election, and- if any such person shall not, within 
ten days after receiving such notice of his election, take and subscribe the 
jOODstitutionid oath and ffle the same with the clerk of the eaid village^ ^ 
trustees of said village may consider it a refusal to serve, and proceed tl& 
supply the vacancy occasioned* by such refusal, and the persons so refusing 
shall forfeit and pay to tiie village ti'easurer, for the benefit of the contingent 
Amd, a penalty of ^ dollars. 

§ 24. It shall be the duty of the several sdiool districts in the village of 
Oohoes, on or before the first Tuesday in March, 1851, to transfer and convey 
to said village all school houses, sites, ?ots and all other school property of 
whatever name and description, and to place in care of the board of educa- 
tion, all school districts, records, account books, vouchers, contracts, papers^ 
and Other scbbol property, and the said board shall settle all unsettled business 
of the several school districts or parts of districts now existing in said village. 

§ 25. All laws or parts of lavrs conflicting witib this act are hereby repealed. 

gf 26. This act shall take effect immediately. 

DELHI, 

[LawM of 1861. Chap. 2&] 

AN AOT atUhorizing the election of three tmeiefs and a district clerJe in hchool 

district wumber siceteen, loecttedin theffilloffe of Delhi. 

Passed Feb. 26, 1851 » " three-fifths being present.** 

The People of the State of New-Yorif, represented in Senate <MUi Assembly^ 
do enact as follows : 

Jl. At the first annual meeting of the trustees and inhabitants of the 
age of Delhi, after the passage of this act, it shaU be the duty of the le- 
gal voters thereat to elect three persons legally qualified and inhabitants of 
said village, who shall be styled " trustees of the school district of said vil- 
lage/* and also one persop as district clerk of said district, and they respect- 
ively shall have all the powers over the said district, aod shall discharge all 
the duties whit^hby law are given to and enjoined upon trustees and (Uft* 
tviet derks of school districts. 



§2; Tite f^iuteasMdioseQ filial be <fi!rklddb9- lot i«t#1^ 
be numbered one, two and tb-ee, the term of ^ofiee of the firat oUtss shall be 
one year, of ihe eeeond^ two, a^d of ibe third* three years, and one trustee 
enfy shall thereafter annually be elected, who shiJl hold his office for three 
years, and until a suoeeasor shall be dxAj elected or appointed. In ^sase^of a va- 
cancy in the office of trustees during the period for which he oc the; ^haU 
have been respectively elected, the person or nersoas choeenor appointed tQ 
fill such vacancy, diall hold the office only for ue.unezpured t^nn> 

% a. The district clerk shall hdd his office for one y ear/'or nntU a. 9uc<^- 
8or shall be duly elected. 

§ 4. So- mudi of diapter one hundred and twelve, sectidn ten, of an act 
entitled '' Aa act to ineorporate the trustees and inhabiitaiits of I>elhi and to 
invest them with certain powers," passed March sixteenth, eighteen hund»Hl 
attd twent^one, as is inconsistent with the foregoing sections of this act» is 
hereby repealed. 

§6. This act shall take effect immediately.. 

FLUSHING. 

[LcuM 0/ 1M& Chajh 81, at amended by Ofu^ Ut, laM» of 184d.] 
AN ACT to establUh free tchooU in. district number five^ in the town of 

Pushing, 
Passed March 10, 1848, "three-fiflhs being present** 

The People <if the 8tmU of Ifew - Per*, r^etented in Senate and AtMembfy^ 
d^ enaet a9f0Uow9 : 

% h School district number five in the town of Flushing, in the county of 
Queens, shall form a permanent school district, and shall not be sutject to air 
deration by the town superintendent of coounon schools foir ihe town in which 
■aid district is situated. • 

§ 2. The said district shall be under the direction of a bpard to be styled 
" the board of education," which board shall consist of five members, three or 
i^ore of whom shall constitute aquorum for the transaction of business ilSffingr 
ham W. liawrence, Edward E. Mitchell, Samuel B. Parsons, WiUiam H. Fair- 
weather, and Thomas Leggett, junior, shall compose the firsti board of ed^a- 
tion, and shall hold their offices jfrom one to five years ; IJiat is .to say, one 
shall gb out of office in each year, apd in the order in whicn their m^es stand 
recorded in this section. " 

§ 3 There shall be elected in each year in said district, one member of 
said board of education, who shal^heta-i^ident and taxable inhabitant of 
said district, and shall hold his office for five years; the said 'election shall take 
place at the annual meeting of said district, and the board of education shall 
appoint three suitable persons as inspectors of said election, ^ and of all othcjr 
elections provided for by this act, except as provided in section fourteenth of 
this act, withbi thirty days next preceding any such election ; sUch elections 
.■ehall be by ballot, and notice thereof sh^ be ^iven^ the same shall be held 
and conducted, the votes sh^ be canvassed, and the result of the election de- 
tennbfid in the eaoke manner aa in thecase of the annual election of ol^er 
village officers. 

§ 4. The said board of education may make all necessary byrlaws for their 
government, tiiey shall have the entire control and management of all the 
jpommon schools witfiin the said district and all the property belonging to the 
same, they shall have and possess within the s^d district, all the rights, pow- 
ers, and authority of town superintendent of common schools. They may ap- 
point a collector with all the powers and duties of a district collector, or may 
employ the tCwn or village elector for that purpose, and such collector shall 
eollect and pay over the sdiool moneys assessed upon said district, to th6 
teeasurer of the board of education in the same manner and under the aasn^ 
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oeniilloim'M itf inoiposiMl by tier kwi= oftbcr iowiii or vfll^re of wUdr Ik MrBocfr 
(killieetoa'; 'Hichr sb Ail require t vo of tlie meilite» of said board to^ visit eaidb 
sdhiooHn said distribtai leapt (AH$«r ineooit ^eak, to raider snefa assistanoe- to» 
Hie teaoberts,' and advice to^e pupils «»• maybe Becesaorj, and to see that tbft 
regrulatioDS are rigidly adhered ta 

"^ 6. The said'botud of edueatioK are h^rebyauthomed and empowered 
te raise a sum not eieeeding tbe' eum, <^ five thouHahd doUaria^ eitiier by a tas 
ott said district«r 'l^j» lean^ edeh loao' to be eeovred^by a mortgage upon ;tha 
ptkAie sehod propel^ <^ said disteiet to: be eiiec«U;ed by>6aad board m their 
official oapaoity. 

%' 6: : Thesaidboflcrdol^edodataon ipteldilion to the oth^r taxes whieh theyi 
litre hereby arnthoriaed to raise, may hfry and eoUeet a sumai^cient to pajr 
interest on lo«n» as the sattie becenoes due; and :ieiieneTef any part of the pm* 
<tpal of 'Sndbt Idans beoomea due, they shiQllery' and coUeet an amount .sum- 
eient to pay the ssEme, which smns when collected shall be paid oyer by said 
board in d^ha^ of such piinoipial and mterest 

§ 1i Hie said' board of eduoatioQ aofr hereby authorized and directed ta 
levy and collect by tax in each year, upon aU the taxable property in said dia^v 
trict, such sum as may be necessary, not- exceeding in amount one-fifth of one 
per cent, on the value of such ta^^Btlei property) aa the same shall be assessed 
Dy the assessors of the town of Musnmg. And the said board shall add to 
the amount of any wan^t Ibrthe^ collection of t^es such amount as they . 
shall deem proper, as the collector's fees for collection, which competition, 
however, shall in no c&se exceed five per cent, on th6 amount of any warrant. 

§ 8. The town superintendent of eommon schools of the town of Flushing 
ahsdl pay over to the treasurer of j^e board of education all the public mon- 
eys to which said district number five shall be entitled for school purposes. 

§ ^, ThdeaidboBrd of ediioationshidl call an annual distnet meeting at such 
time in tlie year as iboj may iMnk propiar ^ and shall submii thereto a full newtl 
in writing M th^d^ngs as siioh'bdard ; and dull state therein the nmnber 
and condition of tiieschoids inrsaid distriot lindfer tiheir ohaargpe,and the mmiH 
b6r of sdidaraiattending the same, th^ studies pursued^ the amount of meoeya* 
reonved from the State atS' wbU as the amount^ required. in the distirict ua* 
sehool purpdses and- the expenditure of the same,, and getiera^^ all the piuT" 
ticulars relating to the schods in said district^ which reporti shall' iaMediatel^ 
aft^ it is niade be pnUished id a^ ti^wtpapdv pubiished in the tcw» el Flushing 
Cor two w^ks^ and once in each Week. 

§ 10. 'Hie boai^d of education ehall havb control and ohtoga t>f the di^e^ 
school libracy inrsAid distlict, ^ey niary.empkyia librarian, makeisuoh additipQti> 
\b\ the Hbrary^and duah regtkkllohs ia relatioa titer^td, as they iahall deem He-- 
(iesaary. -u : * . ■ i ,■ < ' ^ / ■'■■' 

% 11. The scl)Ool for tiie ooAered<li^uMltea'cind^the obacigeof tbefcBialtt 
aaadeiitton, indie vHlage of FliiGlii% laiay with the ooDseni of said 4iaaoeian 
tion, be taken tinder the diarge>of the beiurd n^- edadatiol), and be ol|taaizad 
as a diEftrict sehbd, and be edpfported as the otbersithoolB' in siaid di^tnbt.atw 

under thiaael 

§ 12. Wherierer the said beard) of edAeation shall deten at necessary to 
erect one or more school houses iifc said di)»trie^, they shall prepare an estimatfa 
showing the location proposed^ the) coat of the grouad^r^uited, h plan of the 
building, wit^ the estimaHed ««mI of the bmldi^ aad appurt^aaikoes,. add shall 
submit the same to the electors of said district at a special meeting to be ealktd 
for that purpoee, ih the satneinanB^r as* other special meetings are required to 
he oaUeeC and if 4 minority of all the electcMra^resent at aoeh n^eting shall YOt» 
in flavor of the same, then aedd beaifd oday picked t6 erect said scliool bowse 
or houses in ihj6 manner proposed by said estimate^ and if the bum afuthoriatd 
to be raised by seetion five ef this act alioidd4>e insufficient to pay the estima- 
ted cost of such hniklings and ground* witii &e expense of grading and Mgn;* 
lati^g the gi^utkrsv builSng tihe Aeeessaiy out hoRses and fenbes^ with the eeel 
of seceBSiay bdeka, alataonaxy and pee^asary cq^ipavatoa f dr the soheolbonaa 
and lobma^ t^M tlie jaaid boirdr of edu^ticft mqy vMm » anm idi additioB to 



lbs ramtteiriaoDed mM0ti(Nifiv«,aB4 IB IheaMiier OwMuiiiiUiorind.atain 
mot ezoeedmg fifteen hundred d(^lMrs, Mid Uioy are aUo aathorised to leyy and 
ooUoot suoh ameunt as Biay beaeoesaary iop*y the principal or intereet of so^h 
additional turn as the same Biaj beoome due in the fiame manner as it providad 
in section sixth of the said act. 

§ 18. The said board of education may call special meetings of said dis- 
trict "^enerer they may deem it neoessary : thev^ shall gi^e notice of the earn* 
by posting up » written or printed notice th^reot^ in at laast four pnblio places- 
in said yiUage^and by pubUefamg ihe same inanevspapcr pulJished m ftW 
village of Flushing, at least one week previous to the time fixed for saidmeeV 
iiig« which notice shall state the time ana |>laee of suoh msatiBg, and the purpose 
lor whidi the same is called ; and no business shallbe transacted at any such 
i^Neeial meeting, ezccn>t that stated in the notice calttag thesameu 

g 14. [ProTJdes for submitting the act for the approval of the legal voters 
of the district] 

g 15. All laws and partsof laws inoonristeni with this act are hereW re- 
pealed, so far as the same relate to diatrist number) five in the town of Flusb- 
mg. 

GLENS FALLS. 

[Zaw8€flH61, ChajK4U.] 

AN" ACT to unite the libraries of the common school districts 6/ the village of 

QlensFcdls. 

Passed July d, 1661. 

§ 1. Tlie libraries of school districts number two, seven, eight, eighteen, 
nineteen, twenty, in the town of Queensbury, in Warren county, shall be united 
into one common hbrary for the joint use of the mhabitants of the said districtSy 
to be called the common school library td Glens Falls ; and the library mon* 
vy which shall now be ot may hereafter beeome due to the said districts, diall 
lie paid over by the town siq>erintsndent to the dkeetors of the said library, 
to be appomted as hereinafter mentioned, on the pame terms and conditions 
aa the said money is now paid over to the trustees of the sdiodl districts. 

g 2. On or before the last Monday in April, eighteen hundred and fifhr* 
one, it shall be the duty of the board of trustees of the village of Glens Falls, 
to appoint three directors, who and whose successors shall be known as ** tJie. 
directors of the oommon sbhoel Mbrary-of Glens FaUs,' who shall have Ae 
sole aod ezdosive eontri^ of the propertv and funds of said Kfarary. The said 
directors shall be dirided by lot into three classes, numbered one, two and 
three, and the term of c^Seeof the firatdass shall be one ye^r, that of the sec- 
ond dass two years, and that ^ the third dass three years ; and on or before 
the last Monday in Ap^ ^ ®<^ year tb^reafler^ one director shall be chosen, 
who shall hold nis oflMe for ^ree years and until a saccessor shaU be duly ap- 
pointed. In the case of a vacancy in the office of any director during the pe- 
riod for whidi he sfaaU have been diosen, the person to fill sudi vacancy shall 
hold the office only for the unexpired term of three years. 

g 8. It shall be the duty of the said directors, 

1. 1^» est a blish and ergaaiaaon a proper hatis the said ** common school 
library. 

S. To purchase books, ezohange or cause to be repaired damaged books, 
sell any books they may deem useless oi^ net suited to the libraiy, and apply 
the proceeds to the purchase of other books for tiie said Ubrary, and to pur- 
chase mapa and apparatua for the joint use of the school districts : 

& -To nav« in all respects the superintendence, supervision and manage- 
ment of the said library and funds, and to adopt, mooify and repeal as they 
as^ deem expedient, rules and regulations for the government, safe keeping 
and preservation of the saqi^ and the promotion of its ooUic utility, and 
to make and entooa proper penakies forth* vialatioo af fti tiiiea and Mgo* 



set 

4. Ottorbefote the last Mdftdiqrin ApiM in eiekyeftr, io report tath< 
tntstees of the village of GtlertB Falts » Btstement of the books which thejr 
have purchased the preceding year, together with an account of their eirpeii- 
ses and disbursements, add sncn other matters coonected with the oondjydon 
of the said libniry ' as thCj' shall deem proper : 

6. And shall further perform all other duties not inotfasistent wilh this act, 
ttd be subject to ftll the liabilitlefl of the trustees of the IscdKxd district libra- 
ries ; but their expenditures are to haye reference to the funds subject to thi»r 
order duHng the current year. ' • 

^ §4. It shall also be the duty of thesfliddirectoi* annually to ai)p(Hnt a Uhm- 
rian, who shall be subject to all ^e requir^meiiits and perform all sueh duties 
not inconsistent with this act as are now required to be performed by the li- 
brarians of the school districts. 

§ ft. The eb'rectors are empowered to |>ay the librarian ti sum not exoeed- 
ing twelye dollars per annum for his seryiees, and ma^ audit and allow other 
proper accounts and expenses necessary for the mamtenanoe, support and 
proper conduct of the said libmy, to a sum ifiot exceeding eight dcllars per 
year ; and it shall be tbe duty of l^e tmstees of the yiliage to fumish suita- 
ble cases for the preservation of the said library, and of ^ additions to the 
'same. All expenses incurred by the provisions of tks secdoii to be paid by 
the village corporation. But the said directors shall -pedorm their servieee 
without compensation. 

§ 6 . The said direbtors shall have the same power and authority in regard 
'to the prosecution and defence of idl suits at law touchiiu^ the property of the 
said liorary as are now possessed by trustees of school (Sstricts in relation to 
school district property ; but all such suits shall be prosecuted or. defended, 
and also all fines and penalties that may be imposed \>y the terms of this a<^, 
id^all be collected in the name of the ** common school library of Glens 
Falls ;" and this provision shall ext^id to all books whidi may be in tbe 
hands of individuab and not returned to the libraries of tbe respective 
school distrlbts at the time of the passage of this act ; and all the ri^ts and 
duties of the trustees with r^^ard to sudi books, shall be vested in tbe said 
directors. * 

§ 7. The legislature may at any thne alter or repeal this act. 

§ 9. This act sbaU take effect immediately. ^ 



HUDSON. 

[Lau9 of 1841. Chap. 850, aa amended hy Chap. 12, laws of 184B, and 

Chapu 182, latDM of 1844.] 

AN AOT tff» relation tp oommon schools in the city of ffudson. 

The People of the State of New -Tork^ represented in Senate and Assembly 
do enact as follows : ^ 

§ 1. The members of the common eofuncil of the city of Hudson shall by 
yirtue of their office be> eonnJiissionerB for ocnnmon schools inland for. said city, 
and in common council lAiall perform all the duties of sueh eomn^issionevs, 
and i^ll possess all the rights, powers and antfaorify, and. shall be subject to 
all the duties and obligations of commissioners of common schools [town sm- 
'tybrintendentl b i^e several towns of iJois state, and shall have power, 

1. To divide the city into school districts of which there shall not be lose 
ilian three in Ihe compact part of < tlie eitf. 

2. They shall designate, purchase, or lease, or otherwise obtain, in eao 
S(^ool district, a site or sites for a school hense^r the school bouses therein 
and shall fence or hnprove tbe same in such manner as te them shaU appear 

'isuitable and proper, ■ 



a. TfaeyBbftUoNiBe io be bwttt or :pi»ew d fateaoh distritt eodisdiodl 
house or sdiool hoofles and out boiucs, as eball appaar to them soitaUe and 
sufBcieiit. 

4. Thej- sball complete, improve, Milarge or repair any district school 
house, from time to time, as they shall ihiiSc proper ; and they shall suppjir 
the district eehool hvsses, whenever they 8haU deem it expedient, with ^ch 
aohool apparatus, foodks, lianitm^ and appaodagea as they may think necaa- 
aary. 

6. They shall appoint, in the manner provided hw them lor the aroginjb' 
ment of other officers of said city, three persons to ba 4enomioated a hoard 
of soperintendents; of these three persons the one firat ohoaen shall continoe 
in office for three yemrs ; the one next araointed shall continue in office far 
two years, and the one last appointed shaJl continne in office for one yaar. 

6. They shall luiye pewer, and it ^lail he their daty> to make such by- 
laws and ordinances aa may be in their opinion neoessary for the prosperii^ 
and good order and efficient government of the common sohools, and the secu- 
rity and the preservation of the.schoolhouaea, and other property belonging 
to the 8<^ool districts ; and to preaeribe the 4uties and po!wars of the board 
of superintendents in all eases not provided for by this act. 

7. They shall require and take from the superintendents And ooUectors 
such security i|s they shall deem expedient, and if such security is not given 
by any superintendent or collector, the said common comicil may declaim his 
office forfeited, and appoint another superintendent or collector in his place. 

8^ They shall supply a vacancy prodoced in the board of superintendents 
from any cause ; the person aj^inted to fill such vaoancy shall continue in 
office during the unexpired remainder of the term for which his predecessor 
was chosen, and no longer, imless reappointed. 

9. They . shall divide the district fcbools in said city into prin^ry and 
higher departments or other^se, whenever they . ehall deem such division de- 
sirable ; and they shall prescribe r^gidations ix the tranafer of sch<dars from 
one department to another, and they shall dirfot the board of superiatend- 
•nts to provide a stifficient number of suitaUe instructors for eadi of these de- 
partments. 

§ 2. The clerk of said city by right of office shall be the derkpf the may- 
or and "aldermen thereof when acting aa commissioners of common schools, 
and he, as such clerk, shall perform all the duties in reference to said city, 
that the town clerks in the several towns in this state perform as clerks of 
common schools in such towns, and be aulject to the same penalties for the 
neglect thereof, 

I 8. The board of superintendents of common schoooU in the city of Hud- 
son shall in respect to the common schools in said city, possess all the powers 
and be subiect to all the duties and obl^B^tiona of the mspectors of the com- 
mon schools in the different towns in this state ; it shall carry into effect all 
the ordinances and orders of the common council in respeetrto common schools ; 
and it shall be lawful for the said common council to assign to said bcMirdany 
duty required of them, in respect to the common schools in said city. The 
saia board shall be under the airection of the common council, and they shall 
have power, and it ahall be ^leir dniy, 

1, To contraet for and superioteBd tite hnilding^ enlargix^, improving^m'- 
nishing and repairing of all school hanaea undto ^e okwge of aaid cconmon 
mon council, and the making of all >repaira fmd improvementa on and .around 
the same. 

8. To provide for the safe keeling ci tha diatiiet aehod honses in aaid 
ctty. 

8. To contract with and employ all the teachers in the aeyeral ^liatricts 
therein. 

4. To prevent scholars fc»ident in one diatriet firem aittendii]^ a, school in 
another district, and alaoto preicent eduAan from going ^m one school to 
another in the same district, without having in both the aboya f^aaa written 
permisaion lo to do from the said board. 
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'5. fFo ' 8dMt '«Mb bodlM |m i^y ^hkll 'decfm moifc' miitmbk to be used «8 
class books in the eieiw^ and toestal^yi^ an uniformity in all- tke schools in 
regard to the books u^d therein. 

%. T« Tiait leaeh sekool as oflt«n as once m «ach anarter, and to r^>art the 
eotiditioii of <&e same, with' such enggestions for tne improvement thereof, 
to the e<»nmon cotntoil as Itie^ may deem adyisable, which reports shall be 
pol^isbed by the coBUXion eomicil in two of the city papers. 

^ '7. To reBftOYe any teacher, on manifest neglect of doty, or upon his viola- 
ting his contract ; upon paying such teacher pro rata for the time he has been 
'emfdoyed. 

8. To'pffjr tiie wages of all the teachers by orders on the eommon counol 
as oommresionfdrs of eomnion spools, so far as the p\iblic money in their 
hands, or ^e money raised by tax, as to be hereafter provided for, and the 
money paid over by the collector of the rate-lnlls, shaU be sufficient for the 
pm^NMe. 

9. Toanaketmt rate-bills for the pi^naient of teacher and contingent ex-, 
{yenses, agaihst-the parent or gHardianof each scholar, and expense of cdlec- 
tro^'of the^ same, (except those exempted, as hereafter to be provided for,) 
which shall not howevier exceed two dollars per quarter for each scholar ; aaod 
nobiti tkail be made out for less timie than onie qttarter, and to annex theareto 
a warrant lor the oeilection thereof. 

§ 4. 'The' said eonimbn codicil of the city of Hudson, shall appoint a col- 
lector or collectors for the purpose of collectmg the rate bills, if any aremade 
out by the board of superintendents ; rste-bills shall be made out and levied 
upon the ptumtts or guardians of diildren sent to the district ^hools, in the 
Bhaiiner prc^ded by law- in respect to schooLdietricts, except such as shall 
procore acert^eate of inability to pay the same, from the aldermen or assis- 
tant •iddermeQ of the ward in wMon sudi parent or |2^ardian resides. 

§ 1. [Act of 1848.] The board of superintendents appointed* or to be 
appointea under the act hereby amended, are hereby authorized to receive 
all 1^ moneys intended for the support of common schools in and for the 
dfy 6f Htidson,' and to expend the same as- provided in said act 

i 1 [Act of 1843.] It shall be the dut^ of the treasurer of the county of 
O^umHa, and of the collectors of taxes in and for the dty of Hudson, and 
of the collectors of rate-bills, under the provisions of the act hereby amended, 
to pay over directly to the said board or superintendents all the moneys that 
may come into the hands of said treasurer and said collectors respectively, 
intended for ^le benefit and support of eommon schools in said city. 

g 5. The said common council shidl be authorized to boi-row the sum of 
five thousand dollars for twenty years, at a rate of interest not exceeding'«ix 
per cent, per annum, for the purpose of procuring suitable - school houses for. 
said city, with such appurtenances eskd improvements as may be deemed ex- 
pedient. 

§ 6. The Comptroller is hereby authorized to loan to the city of Hudson, 
the sum of five thousand dollars to be paid m twenty equal annual instal- 
ments, out of any moneys now or her'eai ter in the treasury of this state, be- 
l<)oging^ to the cn)ital of the common scho<d fund, on receiving from the cham- 
benain in behalf of the said city, a bend conditioned from him as treasurer 
of said city and his successor in office, to repay the said sum in twenty equal 
antraal iuBtalments, together wil^ the annual interest on said loan from the 
time it w^ made, at the rate of six per cent.>per annum, and which bond said 
chamberlain is hereby authorized to make and execute. 

§ 7. The common council of said city are hereby authorized to raise by 
tax upom the real and personal property of toid dty, in the same manner as 
the genenU. -taxes of said dty are levied and collected, the annual interest of 
theabtive mentioned loan, and to pay over the same in discbarge of such in- 
terest ; aad also m eadi year in which an instUment of the above loan shall 
beoome'due, to raise^ levy and colleotin the same manner, a sum equal to that 
IniBtialmKwIti/ and to pay^ttrer the same in discharge thereof, and the said com- 
mon council shall also in the same manner raise, levy and collect such sum 
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Mbufllly, ndfc etB^Mog two hundred d(d]«% m any b« neeesiarf- for tepain, 
lurmture of said achoJ bmldiogs and eoating^iit expettMs. 

§ 8. The superTiBors of the county of CoiumbiB, at their ammal meeting 
ib each year, shall cause a sum of mon^ equal to fottr times the amouAt <ra 
money apportioned to the city of Hudson firbm the common school fund, to- 
gether with the collector's fees, to be raised, lened and eoUeotedin the same 
manner that other taxes are raised, leyied and- ooUeeted, and -when so ndaed 
to be paid to the board of superintendents for the support of common schools 
in said city. 

§ 9. After the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, the common 
eouncil dudl have it in their power ta reduce, if they deem it expedient, the 
above sum to twice the amount af^portioned to the city of Hudson, inm the 
common school fund, and have recourse to the system of rateriMlla ae adopted 
in the several towns in this state, to supply denoienoies. 

§ 1. [Act of 1844.1 It shall be the duty of the board of superintendents 
of common schools of the dty of Hudson, annually hereafter to afxpoint a li- 
brarian for the joint sdiool district libraipr in said city, who shall perform all 
the duties and be subject to all the restrietions and tiabilities now required 
or imposed upon librarians in the several eehool distriots of tiiie state : and 
may be removed fromofBee and a successor i^^Kuned by said snperiftteodents 
for any wilful neglect of duty, and whenever ther snail have reason to i^ 
prehend the loss of, or injury to any of the1x>oks belonging to such lil»tury, 
through his misconduct. 

J 2. [Act of 1844.J The common council of said city are hereby anthori- 
and empowered, annually to appropriate such Bum for the eompeaaaticni o 
said librarian as they may deem expedient, not to exceed the sum of fifty ddl- 
lars, which shall be raised, levied, and collected in the same manner as other 
city charges, and when so collected shall be paid over to the s^[>erintendei^ 
aforesaid, to' be by them appropriated as specified in the first section of this 
aet. / 

§ 10. All the general laws of this state relating to common schools and 
their officers, exoepi; as the same are modified by this act, shall extend to and 
include the schools established under this act, and the commissioners, inspec- 
tors and other (^eers havmg ^laige thereof or in' any way connected there- 
with. 

§11.' All laws relating to the appointment of commissioners and inspec- 
tors of common schools in the city of Hudson, and the act entitled, ** An act 
to authorize the raising of money for the support of the Lanicaster school of 
the city of Hudeon," passed May 11, 1885, And all other acts ^ch conflict 
with this act, are hereby repealed. 

§13. This act shall take effect immediately. 

LANSINGBURGH, 

[Lawt of 184T. Cfhap. 836.] 

AW ACT to prwidefoT a free tchool in dUtrici number one in the totm of 

Laneingburgh. 

Passed October 26, 1847, " t^ee*fifth» beidg present." 

The People of (he State of New - Torky represented in Senate and Assembly , 
do enact as follows : 

^ 1. The trustees of school district nmnber one in the town of Lansing- 
burgh, in the county of Rensselaer, shall annually, at least tl^ee we^s be- 
fore their annual meeting, prepare an estimate oftbeamoimt which they 
shall deem necessary to pajT the debts of such district, and tor the support 
otf common schools therein, for the ensuing year, exclusive of the moneys 
whioh they may be entitled to receive from the town superintendeiit^ and m- 
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eluding the sums required for ^ pvrchase of necessary^ furniture, app&ratus 
and books, and for eootingent ^spenses, and shall cause printed or wrijtten 
i^oUeesther^ to beipoatodfoar two weeks thereafter, in five or' ntore of the 
mott, pi]yii$-{>laeeeigi saiddistriei Thef shall present such estimate at such, 
aanual meeting, when the inhahitants of such dis^iet, entitled td vote at' 
s4^kool district meet^igs, then present, shaU voteihereon, and the same having 
be^ f^pproved of b^ & minority of such inhabitants, shall be leried and raisea. 
hjioK on sueh district, s»now provided by law for raising a district school tax. 

§ 2. When the trustees shall have completed the tax list, they shall issue 
theur warrant to the collector of taxte of said district, returnable In thirty 
days, for the ebUect^to of the same, and take from such collector approved 
security for the performance of his duty ; such wai*rant may be renewed from 
time to time. The moneys so collected $hall be paid to said trustees, and by 
Ofiiem appropriated to the purposes for which the same was voted, unless oth- 
erwise directed b^ a vote of the inhabitants, at their annual district school' 
meeting, or frspecial meeting called for Ihe purpose. v' 

i 8. The tax. hereby imposed shall be a lien upon the lands taxed, to 
be enforced and ecdlected bv sale, in the manner that county taxes are, upon 
a return to be made by said collector to the treasurer of the county, of all wn- . 
paid taxes in said district.' 

§ 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 

LOCKPORT. 

[Laws of 1847, Chap, 61, Laws of 1850. Chap. 11,] 

AN ACT in relation to common schools in the village of Lockport, 

Passed March 81, 184Y, " three-fifths being present." 

The People of the State of New - York, represented in Senate and Assembly, ' 
do Enact as follmos : . 

4 K School districts numbtrs one, two, five, seven, eight, fifteen and six- 
teen, of Lockport, lying principally within the village of Lockport, are here- 
by consolidated for the purposes and to the extent in this act specified ; and 
diall hereafter, for such purposes, and to such extent, form but one school dis- 
trict, to be called ** The union school district of Lockport." 

§ 2. Said seven school districts shall remain and continue separate and 
distinct, for the purposes and to the extent in this act specified : and shall be 
c^ed "primary school districts," and numbered as follows : 

Said district number one, shall form primary district number one ; 

Said district number two, shall form primary district number two ; 

Said district number seven, shall form primary district number three ; 

Said district number fifteen, shall form primary district number four ; 

Said district number eight, shall form primary district number five; ' 

Said district number sixteen, shall form primary district number six ; and 

Said district number five, shall form primary district number seven. 

Said districts shall not be subject to alteration except by the acts of the 
legislature, or by resolution of the board of education hereinafter created. 
The schools in said primary districts, shall be used as preparatory schools for 
the instruction of cnildren until they arrive at a certain age, and attain a cer- 
tam proficiency in learning ; who shall then be transfen-ed, upon the proper 
testimonies, into the union school hereinafter mentioned ; the age, qualinca- 
tioiis and testimonials, to be prescribed by the by-laws, rules and regulations 
of the board of education hereinafter created, 

§ 8. Sullivan Cavemo, residing in primary district number one ; 

WiUiam G. M'Master, residing in prunary district number two ; 

Joseph T. Belli^, residing in primary district number three ; 

Biks H. Marks, residing in primary district number four ; 

20 



17 diitdat nomlw hvm, Hw.bmbjr- 
UrMiMdivelj-.aMl'NatfaMDMMi; 
aiw^TBuUiiis and BbMB«M<«M^; 
f Mid muiai tbtRct. n* triHM^: 
n u faaniiikftn' noriiled, ai>t'!iei<«- 
i of "1^ bMrd of edn(Ml<Mt(# IN- 

entnr sfectei^ bftaofa prhlHT dl^ 
of lueh aiaatj dixtrtet.) to fijllfar- 
in bajuilf of iwi districW tiMpMtt- 
next, tber« ilikll be elected in IBW 
ified ki voM for aetiool diatriot oS* 
noaa diaUiot, fiia troMSM, re«(d«M 
1 dutrist, to fill tile placea of Ikse luraied in tiis lost section, ia 
<D diBtrict. diuinallr tlieraifter, on the dt« sbove aneeJ- 
• ■ ■ d foOT - ■ 



fill the places of those whose terms shall next thei'saf ter Bipire, as herriiMfW' 

KvidM. The tmsleeB named Id (he tbiid BoctioB above, ehaU hold then' irf- 
B until the Srst Uonday of January next, and until their aticceBsora ahaltbe 



Lu »nd enter u^ ^ 

Kvery officer elected under this Bci.' tiholl eater upon tl 
oo the first Monday of January noit Rupceeding his election, and Bhall hnld his 
i^co fur the term faereioAfter provided. And until hit succeaaor shall Welected, 
and shall enter upon the discharge of the duties of his office. WitJiiD ten days 
after an; such election, the cierb uf such dhtlict ahall certify to said board of 
education, tha names of the officers.eo elected. 

§ d. 'Within ten days after thp first election of trustees of Eoid union du- 
Irict. as provided in the laat seclion, all the trustees so electeil by said primary 
and union districts, or a majority uf diem, shall meet and iiauE^e the whole 
nomber of trusteee so elected, (o be iliviiled bto three classes ; to l>e severalW 
nuinbered first, second and iliird. Tlie term of office of the first class, shul 
expire at the end of one year ; uf the aacond class, at the end of two yean ; 
and of the third class, at the end of lliree years from the first Uondav of Jattu- 
atrt nerC lliere shall ako be elected in each of said dietricta, at tbe time of 
■o electing trusCee!i, a clerk, who shall hold his office for ott« year, and unUi 
his euccesmr be elected, and enter upon the duties of iaa offiee, 

I) A. There shall umiiaHy be appoiuted by said board of education, a oU- 
lector, librarian, and tiea^urer uf said uuioa district ; who shall ench^ »il iKi» 
t«n days after rectiviiig notice in writing, of his appointmeut, and b^re en- 
tering upon the duties of hi'^ office, execute and deEv«r to said board of eda- 
wtion, a bond in sueh penalty, and with auch sureties as said board maf re- 
.• quire ; eondiUonei for the faithful di^clisr^ of the duties of h^ office. Is 
case such iKind <^h:l11 not be givu.i wiihiD tcp dayi< after feueivin;; such notice, 
well office shall thtrubv bocome vncated, an.l sai^i board of eriuenticio shall 
thure'jjwn r.\:.,hu i-'i (i|i[i^iuti:jtat tu etiuplj ^unb vattmcy. 

f 7 Notices for bhuurI elections, and'ail other meetings uf Mid district, 
airall be given by s^.id board of education, at teut ten days before snob eleo^ 
tion or meeting, by publishinz auch notice once in each of tho newspaper*, 
printed in the rillagc of Lookport ; and if such notice be for an aleotiea or 
meeting of eaid union district, by posting the same on the door uf (he . adiaot' 
bome in' oiich primary district ; if suidi nptice bo for an election or meetingef' 
any ptimary district, then by posUng such notice oo (he doM of tlie schoti- 
hovse in auch district. 

4 8. In case of ■ vacanc^r of any office metitione<l in tbia act, occaaioaed bf 
the death of anch c^oer, lus refusal to eerra, roPOTal out of the disMot fin' 
which he ihall have been elc^tad or appoioted, big ioeapadly, or any cauM 
oHnet than the aspiralioD of the tenp of office of perM|M eleated, said board 



•it e4DeBti<?p ipAr niake an appciiitnait'to & sdch vicuicj.' "I^e'pfflcet^M 
•ppoiaW, BlutUWdMsofficefoT thetmeTpired term of tbefMraon, toBUf^jf 
wboee place he atall be bo appointed 

§ 9. Said board of educauon dull be a corporate body in reUtlMi to iXt 
&a povera and intim coaferred Qpon tbem b; virtue of the proTwoiu of thti 
aot; a majoritv of Ibd board shall fonii a quorom. 



. a majoritv of Ihd board shall fonii a quorom. 
\ 10. Said board of eduaatum ahaU d 



lU pOBseas a] 
laid Bcbool i 



to all tbe duties id respect tc 

oominbn sclioola now posseaa or are sulgject b , 

tMB as are givea or impoaed bj tiiis act. The dei 

•aid union dUtriot, shall ^seas all tie powers, i 

liea, in respect to said unioa district, that like offii 

poaiesA or are eabject Co, and such other poveri 

unposed bv this act. The offices of collector and li 

tees of eaxa of the school districts herebj coueoUda 

and after the time wheu ijuiJ union school shall go i 

line, such ofScere, uni the several districte in out: 

hi discharge such ordinary powers and duties ae s 

hr reaolution preeoribo ; but they shall not poas 

power which may conflict with the proyisione of tl 

hereby intended to be conferred on said board of education, orin any way em- 

barajs tlie said buard of education in the exercise of the powers, or in the dl'- 

*buge of tlie duties confeirod or imposed upon aaid board, by tho provisions 

of this act . 

I) 11. S^d board of education, tihall. at its first meeting, and annually 
tberel^ter, at Uiuir meeting held npit after the first of January, in each year, 
uipcnnt one of their nuinlier president and anotlier secretary. In tbe absence 
ol either of such officers at any regular meeting of (he board, a president or 
•eeretary may be appointed f<ir the timobeine, 

^ 12. The sewelary shall keep a record of the proceedings of Kaid boarrf 
of education, which rccurd. or a tmnscriptlliereli'om, certified by tlie preadent 
and seo-etary, shall be reaaived ui all courts a- prenumptive evidence of Ihi 
faot^ therein sot forth. 

i 13, Each member of said board of education, andevery other ofliccr of 
said union distnct. before entering iiiMin the duties of hisoiKce, shall take and 
•ubsoribe the oath of office prescribed by the coiiilituljun of tills state, and file 
Ute same with the secretary of said board. 

i 14. Said board uf education shall have power, and it shall be their 
*uty, 

], To oatabliih and orgimi^e sn many primirv suliools a-; tlicy shall deo» 
raquLiite and expedient, and to altur and discontinue the sumei 

5. To purcliasaor hire school house*, rooms lotsor sited for Mhool hou«e". 
and to fence and improvo them at they may thinic proper ; 

g. Upon such lota or sites, and upun any lot or site now owned by any pri- 
mary district, 10 build, enlarge, alter, improve and repair -i:1iiiol houses, out' 
houses antl appurtenances as tliuy may deem advisable ; 

4. To purchase, eiohaoge, iiupmve and repair <ic1iooi apparatus, booki, fur- 
niture n[ni appenjasei, to provije fuel for ttii; schools, an 1 defray their contin- 
gaat expi'ii-e-i, and tliu eip'.'iixi-.i of tlic liliraty and <^.i);iry of (he librarian ; 

C. To haTe the custody and safe keeping of the sdiool hoatci. out houiieii, 
apparatus, books, furniture and aj^en Jages, and see that the oi'dinance ; ;iiid 
t^-laws of said board, in rclatiou thereto, bo objurved ; 

6. To contract ttith and employ all teacher^ in all the 9choo'.sander their 
riiarge. and at their pleasure to remove lliem ; 

1. To pay the wages pf such teachers out of the public money, and tnitba 
'---'« Be received by Ihem according to the provisioiti of this uot, bo far aa 



8. To fix the nte of tuition fees in eaiduoioD school, subject (o the limitA' 

tkxu and restrictioua hereinafter cont^ed, and to designate some person or per- 

eoDs to vbom the Bame ma; be paid preTioua 'to iaauiDg the vairaDt far the 

(oUeetkn thereof; and by a reraiution of said board, to be recorded bj liia 

eemUtj, to exempt fn>m the pAyment of the vhole or an; part of the tuition 

feea, auch peraone as they maj deem entitlad to such exempticn, from indi- 

"aent cause; 

each quarter of sud imioti school, to make out a rate-bill, 

sach person liable to pay tuition fees for tuition in said 

ot have paid the same prior to making out such rate-bill, 

ins of the last preceding sub-division of this sectim, and 



persoo is liable, adding thereto e 
ollar for collector's fees, (which fe« ' 
le of making out e^erj rate-bill,) to a: 



ach dollar for collector's fees, (which fees shall be Sxed 



n thereof, Co be signed by the president of eaid board 
ibera thereof, and deliver the same to the collector, who 
1 the same Banner as collectore of school districts are 
!quired to execute like warrants issued by the trustees 
ets; and who. in the execution of the same, shall be 
nnder the same protection, possess all the powers, and be subject to all ihe du- 
ties as such ceUeolors now hare, possess, and are suljject to m respect to like 
warraitta ; and for this purpose, the jurisdiction of eaid board of educatioa, 
and of BBJd collector, shall exteod to aoy other district or town, and to any resi- 
dent of snch other district or town, who may be liable for tuition in said union 
Mbool, in the same manner and with the hke authority, as to said union dis- 
trict, or residents of said union district ; 

10. To have !n all respects the superintendence, supervision, management 
and control of all the schools mentioned or contemplated in, and by the pro- 
visioiis of this act ; to prescribe the course of studies therein, the books to 
be used and establish an uniformity in respect to such course of studies and 
books; from time to time to adop^ alter, modify and repeal, as they deem 

rdient, rules, regulations and ordinances, for the orgaoiaation, government 
instructions of such schools, for the reception of pupils and their transfer 
f^om one school to another ; for the promotion of theip good order, prosperity 
md public utility ; for the protection, safe keeping, care and preservation 
of school houses, late, sites and appurtenances, and all other pipperty connec- 
ted with or appertaining to such schools ; 

11. To causa such rules, regolatioos, ordinances and by-laws lo be pub- 
lished in enoh maimer and form, as they may deem best calcuUted to give 
general information ; to cause one copy thereof, together with a copy of (his ' 
act to be kept in each of said schools, and such parts thereof as relate to 
such Bchoola respectively, to be read therein, at least once during each 
qaaititr; 

li. Stud board of education shall in all respects be subject to the TidCa- 
I tion and control of the superintendents of common schools of the town, coun- 
ty and state in the same manner as the commun schools in this, state are 
Bul^ect. 

5 16. Said board of education shall have power, and it shall be their 
duty, to raise from to time, by tax upon tbt- real and personal estate within 
the bounds of eaid union district which shall be liable to taxation for the 
ordinary taxes of said village, or for town or county charges, such sums aa may 
be determined by resolution of said board, to be necessary for any and all 
the purposes mentioned in the last preceding section, or to meet any deficiency 
arising from any cause connected with the subject of education in said village, 
to provide for which, power shall be given to said board by the provisions 
of this act, the laws relating to oomraoo schools, or the rules and regijlations 
of the superintendent of common schools. Whenever any sum of money 
«h»ll be Deeded by any primary district, for any of the objects in this or the 
last preceding aecti<m mentioned, except for teachers' wages, said board of 
cdnoatioti didl caiue such amount to be aeaaeaed, levied and coUecled from 
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the property of such district hr the same warrant, in additiou to, and in, 
connection with the tax next to oe raised for the general purposes of educa- 
tion, under and by virtue of the provisions of this act ; making therefor a 
separate colunm in said tax list. The treasurer %hall k«ep a separate account 
of all moneys so raised for such primary district, and saia board of education 
shall, by orders on such specific fund, draw out such moneys <Hily for such 
objects, and in favor of suen primary district. 

Said board of education shall, at the commencement of each year, make an 
estimate by the best means in their power, of the amount of money which 
will be needed for all the purposes of education, and other purposes pro- 
vided, for by this act, over and above the moneys to be receivea from the . 
town supenntendent, and from tuition fees, and shall cause the same to be, 
raised by one assessment and warrant ; and not more than two taxes for 
*&uch purposes, shall ever be raised in one year. 

The amount of money so to be raised in any one year, after the first year, 
shall not be less than the amount received in behalf of aU said districts, from 
the town superintendent, for the year next preceding ; nor more than four 
times that^amount, imless such ^eater amount shall be authorized by a vote 
of the taxable inhabitants of said union district, at a regular meeting of such 
district. 

§ 16. Said board of education shall have power, and it shall be their duty, 
forthwith to purchase a suitable lot, so situated as best to convene the whole 
of said union district, not to exceed, in cost, the sum of twenty-five hundred 
doUars. and procure a clear title thereof, to be vested, by deed, in said board 
of education ; to cause isaid lot to be graded, fenced, and otherwise properly 
improved ; to erect thereon a suitable and proper building or buildings, to l>e 
built of stone or brick, not to exceed in expense, the sum of eight thousand 
dollars, nor to cost less than five thousand dollars ; furnish the ^ame with all 
proper, useful and necessary furniture, apparatus and appendages ; as soon 
as the building is in proper condition, employ a sufficient number of well 

aualified teachers, male and female, and cause a school to be commenced 
lerein, to be called "The Lockport Union School," in whidi shall be taught 
only the higher branches of education. 

The tuition fee in said union school, shall not exceed two dollars each, per 
quarter, for pupils whose parents or guardians reside within the territory of 
said union district ; for all other pupils, said tuition fee shall not be less than 
two doUai's, nor more than five dollars per quarter. No tuition fee shall 
thereafter be charged, nor any rate bill be made for tuition in the primary 
schools, but the same shall be free schools. 

§ 17. Said board of educatlQu shall, as soon as practicable make an esti-. 
mate of the amount of money, which, in their opinion, will be necessary for 
the purposes in the last section specified, and also for such purposes specified 
in section fourteen, of this act, as may be needed or required for the first 
year, and shall forthwith assess, levy and collect the same, by tax upon real 
and personal estate, as specified in section fifteen of this act. They shall', 
for this and all other taxes to be raised by them, make out a tax list, in the 
manner and form in which like tax lists are now made by trustees of school 
districts, so far as such form is applicable, annex thereto, a warrant in like 
form, signed by the president or a majority of the members of said board, 
and deliver the same to the collector ; wnicn, when so made and signed, shall 
be as effectual to all intents and purposes, as like tax lists and warrants, 
when made by the trustees of common school districts. Said board may, in 
respect to the collection of all taxes, conform to the provisions of the twenty- 
ninth, thirtieth and thirty-first sections of the one hundi'ed and eightieth chap- 
ter of the Session Laws of one thousand eight hundi*ed and forty-five, aod 
require the collector to comply with the provisions of said sections, so far as 
the same are applicable. Said board may .so far vary from the provisions of 
said sections, as to time and places, as to render them applicable, and may 
make such warrants returnable at sixty pr ninety days, in their disoretiov, 
instead of thirty days, as now required by law, in respect to «uch warrants 
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Bade by tm«tee8 of eommcn school distriets ; hot all propeity now exempt, 
\tf Election twenty-two, title five, chapter b!x, nart third of Uie Reyised Statqiie, 
from exeenticm tha& foe exempt f^om all ^ncn warrants. 

§18. All moneys to be raised by virtue of this act, and all moneys by law, 
appropriated to, or provided fot said districts, shall h^ paid to the treasnrar 
of saia boai^, who together witii thie sureties upon his omcial bond, shall h^ 
aoootmtable therefor, to said board bt education. Said treasurer shall not pay 
ont any of such moneys, except by resolution of sai^ board, and upon an oraer 
drawn by the president and eeAified by th6 secretary, to be so drawn in 
pursuance of such resolution. 

§ 19. Said board of education ^aH meet for the transaction t)f businese, 
as ofteti as once in each mouthy and may adjourn for any shorter time. Special 
meetkgs may be caDed by the president, or in his absence or inability to'aiei, 
by the secretary or any other member of the board, as often as necessary, by , 
giving personal notice to each member of the board, of causing a written or 
printed notice to be left at his last place of residence, at least twenty-four 
nours before the hour of raeetinff. No member of said board shall receive 
aiiy pay or compensation for his services. It shall not be lawful for any 
memoer of said board, or any other officer of either of said districts, to beanne 
a contractor for bnildiDg or making any improvement or repairs authorixed 
by this act, or be in any manner, directly or indirectly, interested, either as 
principal, partner or surety in any such contract. All contracts, made in vio- 
laiion of mis provision, shall be absolutely void, and the person so violating, 
shall forfeit the sum of fifty dollars ; to be prosecuted for, and recovered hf 
said board. 

§ 20. Instead of the report now required by law to be made by trustees 
of school districts, to ttie town superintendent of common schools, the trus- 
tee so to be dected for each primary district, shall, within the time now re- 
quired by law, make such report to said board of education, and shall therein 
embrace such other and further matters as may be required and prescribed by 
said board, or as such trustee may think the interests of such primary dis- 
trict or school may require. Said board of education shall, annually, be- 
tween the first of January and the first of March, in each year, make to the 
town superintendent of common schools, a report, containing all such matters 
r^ating, as well to said Union district and Union school, as to said primary 
districts and their schools, as is now, or shall hereafter be required bylaw, or 
the regulations of the superintendent of common schools, to be reported to 
said town superintendent, and such other and further matters as they may 
deem advisable. Such report shall be received by said town superintendent, 
instead of the reports now required from each, of said seven districts. A 
copy of such report shall be filed with the secretary of said board. 

§ 21. Said board of education shall, from time to time, appoint such, and 
•o many members of th^ir board, as they may deem proper, not less than 
three in number, a visiting committee ; whose duty it shsll be to visit said 
union school, and each of said primary schools, as often as once in each quar- 
ter ; and make a report in writing to said board, showing the state and con- 
dition of each school, school-house, apparatus and appendages, and such 
other matters as said board may require of them, and such suggestions for 
the improvement of the same, as they may deem proper and advisable ; such 
reports shall be filed and kept among the papers of said board. Such board 
may in their discretion, cause such reports, or any parts of the same, pr the 
substance thereof, and any and all other matters relating to said schools, to 
be published in such form a"? they may deem advisable. They shall, at the 
dose of each year, publish in one or more of the village newspapers, a report 
•f ibe inoneys received and expended by them, during tlie year, and such 
•lAMr matters as they deem advisable. 

^ § 22. Whenever, in the opinion of said board, the interests of anv primary 
diatrit*t, require the sale or exchange of the school lot therein, said board 
may^ause such sale or exchange to be made, and hold the proceeds thereof, 
y t/he use and benefit of such primary district. 



: fli^ptK^imanefMii Mid ill oitm «ebo61 prt^^^ lir tliite aM m^tloD^d; shall 
l>e Y«fi^«4 Bi'«aid Aboard of edooatncu ; and ih^ mxbe, wMIe used foj^, tMr ap- 
pr^iajbod |o lehacflpui^oaesy shall be «xemptfiroiiiidt taxed atid'asieBStiicnto, 
aiM ajbaU nol be Hable to be levied upoer, or 9xM by Tirtne of any varrani 
pr exi^mtim* Baid board of education, in' th^ edtpotnt^ capacity, shall be 
able ito take, bold and dispose of any real or perfiibnal estate; transferred to 
it by ffltj grant, bequest or deriee, for the use of said 8cho<^ or any or 
eitiv^ of them. ProTided, faowerer^ t^at said board shall not faaire power to' 
fell, gwoih dispose of or incnmber, said uni(ki sehool lot. 

§ Mi Every officer in this act mentioned, having ait the tinve, the pos- 
session, custody, care, charge or control, of any property bcton^ng to said' 
i(chool0, or any ov either of ^em, or any mofiey raiseid by tlie provisions of 
aot» or. provkJM by law for tin purposes of educiition in said vdlage, sfaaU, 
at theei^i^tion of his term, pr wheoever such officer shall re^i^^ be r^mbv^ 
ed from' office, cease to act, or his office be otherwise vacated, trtosfer all 
such property, aaid pay ov«r idl such money to the board of education. 

§26^ Ev^ry res^iiation of officers appointed or elected under tids aet, 
ah&il Ib^ made to the board of education, "and such resignatidn shall hsive no 
force or effect, nor in any degree excuse such officer from the dischai^e of 
l^s 4uti^6, until the saihe be accepted and approved by a resolution of said 

l?oai?4 

§ 2&. Any such Matat mm be removed from cffice for any official mis- 
coniduct or neglect of official auty, by resolution of said boafat 1*^0 thirds- 
ofthe members thereof concurring. Opportunity doll be given to every 
suc^ officer* to be heard in his defence, before ai^ such resolution shaH ho 
adopted. 

§ 27. Every person appdnted or elected to aay office mentioned ih this 
act, 'who, without sufficient cause, shall recuse to serve thet^n, shall fdrfeit 
tbe sum of ten dottara^, and every person so a^)|)o%tfted or elected, and not 
having refused to aeeept, who shall neglect to cus^u^ge the duties of such 
office, shall forfeit the sum 'Ol twenty dc^lars te sail board of educatibn. 
It shall be the duty of said board of education, forthwith, to prosecute for 
all forfeitures and penalties under this act, and when recovered, to apply 
the same to the purposes of educatoon in sai^-v^Iage^ All ^ifficers mention- 
ed in this act, shall be ^med public officers, wiimn the intent and mean- 
ing of section thirty- eight, of title six, of chapter one, part four of the Revised 
Statutes ; and as sudb, liable to the penalty therein prescribed, in addition te 
t4ie penalty in this section before provided. 

J 28. The several libraries of me said seven districts are hereby consoliida- 
inio one. Said board of education shall cause « smtabliB aad proper 
room to be fitted up in said union school building," and furnished witn. nec^ 
essary and suitable fixtures, furniture, apparatus and appendagee,: and 
transfer §aid library thereto, and put it under me charge of a ubrarian. They 
shall anuually allow and pav to said librarian, sueh eali^ as in their Ojiinion, 
shall be a fair and reasonable compensation for his serviceSf but not to eaDoeed 
the sum of fifty dollars in aa^ one year. They shall pass SMch bylaws for 
the regulation and preservation of said library, and for t^ disehaige of the 
duties of the librarian, as they may think necessary. The Mbrary money 
hereafter to be received in behalf of said districts, shall be paid by thelown 
superintendent to the treasurer of said boardi Baid board aiall expend such 
money entirelv for the purchase of books and maps for the library. - 

§ 29. Lands of residents and non-residents of said districts may be sold 
by said board, for uncollected taxes assessed thorebn for school purposes, by 
virtue of ^e provisions of this a^t, in the same manner, and by hke proceed- 
ings as the trustees of said village adopt to sell lands for unpaid taxes asses- 
sed for village purppsfss, and «h<^ aalet. shall have the like effect as- sales* so 
made bv the trustees, of said village ; or the lands of residents and non-resi- 
dents of said districts, said board may cause to be returned to the county 
treasurer, in the«ame XQanner at trustees of tommoo ftohad dietrtets areoow 
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■ulhorizsd hy Iftw (o retuni imaceupied sad nnimproTCd res! Mtate of nan- 

rceidenU of their dietricts, for mmud taxes smmsm tbttem. Skid wantf 
treasurer shall paj to eaid board the aroouDt of 8uchiaz«>, oat of KaymoaeTB 
in the county treasury raUed t<x oontiogtat espetwes, and mnfa proeeetSngf) 
in all reepecta, ihtkU thereafter he had by said county treasuicr, and the 
tx>ard of Buperyuors of the oouot^ of Kiagara in relatioii to all lands ao 
returned, aa they ate by law required to take Id reapect to uaooenpied and 
unimproved Ituida of naa-renidsDtB, vhea so returned by trustees of eommoa 
school district!. But no lands shall be so sold or returned, untit a reasoBBblt! 
efibrt shall have been made to calleet such lazes 1^ irarrant, as provided te 
I ■ - - ^^^^ ^j^ j^^^ retamed Ihftt he 

ne h sdwol for oolored cMldrea to 
expeases tfaneof in the amount so 
It expenses and other parposes of 

'ganiie in said union sdiool, a de- 
r such parts of the year, and under 
r by tfieir by-lawi adopt relative 

t any time hereafter, whenever in 
lid schools shall require it, eetablish 
ft class of ao many schools inteimediatti said primarv and union whools as 
tjiey may deem oavisable, to be called seconury sdiools, and for this pur- 
pose consolidate such and so muiy uf said primary districts, aa they may 
deem advisable, preaeriUe the tuition fees and course of studies therein, and 
so arrange and rebate the system of instruction in all of said schofda, that 
the tiwufer of pupils shall tiiareafler be from ttie primary, directly into tJie 
secondary, and ihence into the union school And for this purpose, and for 
the orgonizHtiooi governmeat and regulation of said secoDdary scboola, said 
board shall have all such powers aa are hereinbefore confmred upon them, 
ia respect to said primary and uaioo schools and their districts and property 
[Chap.11, Lav,! of IB6Q-] 
gl. The provisions of the act entitled " An Act io relation to Common 
Schoolain the village of Lockpord>asKd March 31, 1S47, are not and shall 
pot be deemed or adjudged to be or to have been affected, altered or im- 
paired by the act entitled "An act establishing Free Schools throu^tout the 
State." passed March 2S, 1S49. 

§ 2. " IIk board of education for the village of Locbport" is herebr 
authorized to increase the rates of tuition fees in the Union School under its 
cbarge, and to graduate the same according to the branches of instruction 
pUTBued. 

§ 3. Said board of education is hereby antiioriied to appoint a superin- 
tendent of the schools under its charge, with such powers and duties and 
eomfieasatioo aa said board shall prescribe, 

§ 4. From and after the first day of April neit> so Inng aa the comniou 
schools of this state shall be free, the said board of education shall cause each 
of the secondary schools under its charge to be taught by a competent male 
teacher, or a male mid female teadiera, and the usual common school studies 
ahall be free ; but for the time prior to the said first day of April next, »iid 
board mdy oidlect tuition fees for instruotion therein, as well aa in the Union 
■ehool, as they have heretofore done; anil such rtudies shall be taught in 
said Union schoid aa said board may prescribe. 

g 6. Said board shall not raise by tax upon the property in the Union 
schuot diatriat, any money for the salaries of teachers in the Union school 
diJtiiat, which sh^ accrue after the first day of April next 

§ S. The acts and doings of said board of education, in accordance with 
the provisions of their aei of incorporation, since the act entitled " An act 
Mtahliahiiig free schools throughout the atntA." passed March 3S, 1849, took 
effect are hereby ratified and confirmed. 
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^ 7. HiepuUie mooey which shadi be anpdi^icmed to the Sntdcti fttdh<i- 
ed in the said Uiuon school (Ustrict, shall be paid to said board, and be ap-\ 
plied by them to teachers' wages in the several schools in their charge in 
said district, in proportion to the average number of scholars pm^smng com- 
mon sdiool studies in each of said schools. The annual report of receipts 
and expenditures required to be published by said board, shall specify all 
sums received, and fr(»n whom, and all persons to whom payments were 
made, and the general diaracter of the demands paid. 

Upon the application of said board of education to ** the Regents of the 
University of the State of New York," said regents may acknowledge and 
declare said Union school to be an academy ; and it shall thereafter be an 
academy, subject to. and to be governed by, the provisions of the act author- 
izing said 'Union school, and subject to such rules and regulations as sadd 
regents mayprescribe. 

MEDINA. 

[Laws of 1849. Chap. 286, as amended by Chap. 381 Laws d/1860.] 
AN ACT in relation to common schools in the village of Medina 

Passed April 9, 1849, "three-fifths being present." 

The People of the State of New- York ^ represented in Senate and Assembly r 
do enact as follows : . 

§ 1. There shall hereafter be elected in school district number twelve, 
formed jjartly out of the town of Ridgewa^ and partly out of the town of 
Shelby, in tne county of Orleans, and lying principally within the village 
of Medina, in the manner now provided by law, three trustees, who shall, 
respectively, hold iheir offices tnree years. Christopher Whaley, Silas M. 
Burroughs, John Ryan, Daniel Starr, Isaac W. Swan and Ardiibald Servoss, 
are hereby appointed trustees of said district, apd shall, respectively, hold, 
said office as follows, namely : the term of office of Chiistopher Whaley and . 
Silas M. Burroughs shall expire at the same time that the term of office of 
Roswell Starr, as trustee of said district, shall expire. The term of office of 
John Ryan and Daniel Starr shall expu*e at the same time that the term of . 
office of Isaac K Burroughs, as trustee of said district, shall expire ; and the 
term of office of Isaac W. Swan and Archibald Servoss shall expire at the 
same time that the term of office of Nathan Bancroft, as trustee of said dis- 
trict shall expire. 

§ 2. The trustees of said district and their successors in office shall con- 
stitute a board of education for said district and for the purposes of this act 
in addition to the present powers and duties of trustees, are hereby constitut- 
ed a body politic and corporate, by the name and style of "The board of edu- 
cation of the village of Medina," and said corporation shall have power to 
establish and organize a classical' school in said village to be known by the 
name of "The Medina Academy," and such classical school shall be subject to 
all laws and regulations applicable to other incor]>orated academies of this 
state and. shdl be entitled to share in the distribution of the monies of the 
literature fund upon the same terms as other academies of this state ; and the . 
regents of the university shall recognize said academy as such as scon as the 
required sum of money shall be expended in buildings, and competent 
teachers employed therein. + 

§ 3. Said Dowrd of education shall appoint one of their number president 
of said boterd, who shall preside at the meetings of said board when present; 
When absent a president pro tempore shall be appointed in his stead. They 
shall sdso appoint one of their number secretary, who shall record all the acts 
doings and resolutions qf said board ; and ih the absence of the secretary a , 
secretary . pro tempore shall be appointed to discharge such duties. They ^ 
shall also appoint a collector, librarian, and treasurer of said district who shall 
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,_.'d7, hold. tb«ir (A3e*«iM yearftsB tbcii tfpiMmttt, «nd iiMtil 

ara appobtaii in ihvt plaees, lOileBa Muoar rtmorsd Bf ««id 'bawA;' 
oollector, librwiu and trowmrer sbaU each, within tea dt.jt atUt DaliM' 



•qd n^ith soch Buretieg aa said board coaj lequlre, eonditiaiied lor tbe U 
duchBTKe of tbs duties «fbUoffiM. la case aocb bond BboUnot begivtawiSi- 
in ten (hys ftfter reaeiv'iag such notice. Buch oSca dull tb«rebj beoMae *•- 
cst^d, sod (aid board of adnoatioa eiball tberenpca Dwks an i^ipointiirant t* 
^upplj luch vacancy. 

§ 4. The laid baand of edoontion ihaJ) have power to Sll any vacaDCj 
iriueh mar b^)pen, by raaeoD ot tbe death or Temoval froto, tbe said dUtrict of 
any member of said board, and the officer so aKMHnted etiall hold his offiea 
forthe unexpired time of tbe person to supply whose placehe Bhali be bo ap- 
pointed. 

g 6, Said board uf educa^on shall pa^eess all Ibe powers, and besabject 
t« all the duties in respect to said dSatriet, that the tnistees of eonunon 
■chooU now potsess oi are subject to, and such other powers and duties as 
are given or imposed by this act 

% 6. The taxable inbabitaots, of sud district, at my annual, special or ad< 
joumed meeting legally held, may vote to ruse such sum ot money as they 
■hall deem eipedieot for tlie purpose of purshatiaf a site and building a 
■chool house in said district, or for th^ purpose of puichisine any suitahU 
Iniilding for sueb purpose, and direct the trustees to cause ute same to b« 
levied and raised by instalmeula, and make out a tax fur the collection of 
thesameasof ' gh^l become due; and the l^[al v*ten 

at any such ir to fix tbe compeneatioa for ctdlactiug • 

and n^ying o^ education the amount so levied 

g T. The i ict sbaJl have no power Co rescind tb* 

vote to. raise s uy subsequent meeting, unless tbe saoM 

be done withi lor shall they have power to reduce Iba 

amount of the ion of ten days from tbe tiipe tbe tax 

was first levied, but mav remit such sum as shaU remain unappropriated after 
paying for the site and erection of tbe house or purchase of suitable build- 

g 8. The said board of ediical ion are hereby autboriied to obtain by loan 
tbe whole or any part of tbe money legally voted by said district, and secsr* 
the payment <if the same by th^r official bond 

§ B. The Comptroller of this state is hereby autlioiised and directed to 
loan to the said board of education, such sum aa the said board of ed^iialioD 
shall certify to said comptroller to have been voted by tbe inhabitanta of 
said district, in piu-suancc of Ihis act, not exceeding tbe sum of five thousand 
dollars, out of the moneys in the treasury belonging to the capital of the oom- 
mon School fond, and ^r the purpose of purchasing a nite, and ereoting or . 
purchasing a suitable building for a school house in said distiict ; and th* 
money when loaned shall be charged upoi^tbe books of the comptroller to 
said district and the same shall be paid over to said board of ediuation, to 
be applied by them for the purpose of puichasiug a site and eractiug or 
purchasing a school house for said district. 

% to. The sum so loaned shall be p^d to tbe comptroller of this State, in 
annual instalments thereafter as determined by the vote of said distritt 
raising such sum of money, with annual interest thereon. 

g 11. The amd board of education are hereby auUiorised, and empow (feil 
to sell at public auction to the highest Mdder, the school house and site 
thereof beion^ng to said district, by giving public notice to be posted in leo 
public places in saiil district, teu days previous to-such sale, and apply the 
proceeds arising from such sale, towards purchasing a site and erectmg a 
■diool house in s^d district, or t<^such other purpose, as said diatiict i ^bpJJ 
direct; such sale may be made upon such terms of credit, aa said board of 
•ducatiw shall determine upon, and a bond and mortgage taken by laid. 
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department thereof, any gift, legacy, bequest or anaiiiti«», ^ven or bequeath- 
ed to said board and amdy l£« same, aoebrdiag to the instru<;tloD of the 
donor or teetator to take and hold any real estate mven or bequeathed to 
aaid board for tbe purposes of eaid mIiooI or sehoMs. or any deputoient 
tbereof, and apply the same, or the interests or proceeds theieoi^ aeeordiug 
to the terms and instructions of the donor or testator : to have in all lesj^te. 
ihk BUperintendenpe, aapervision, management and control of sMd school or 
aebools, or atiy department thereof, and to hire, pay and discbargs any teach- 
er or tbnciiers, employed by them in ."aid achoo! or department thew- 

§ 13. Said board of education ahall in all reBwetla be subieet to the r*- 
(tjnotions and control of the superintendents of common scnoola, of tha . 
t»wu, jconnty and state, in the sarae manner as the common schools in thip , 
state are subject, 

J 14. Said board of edvieation shall have power and are bcrebv «nthori«- 
ed to receive Into said academy, and cause to be instructed therein any 
pupil or pupils residing in or out of said district, and to regulate and cstab-' 
lieh tbe terms of tuition fees of such reaideut or non-resident pupils ; and 
taid board of education shall have power to regulate the tuition fees and 
rates of charges for instruction in theliigheT English and classical depart- 
ments of said academy, and shall have power to make such application of th* 
money raised for the support of common achoots in said district for tba 
payment of teacher's wages as said board shall iletermine, and may divid* 
and apportion tha same in such manner as eaid board shall deem beat to pay 
tbe saiories of teachers ^employed in said academy, or the elementary Eng- 
lish schools connected therewith or mMotained in said district under theu 
soperrisiim. The rates of tuition in tbe elementary English brancbea in tha 
schools maintained in said district, shall be subject to Uk general lows relat- 
iog to commou schools, and after applviiig such portion of the money receiv- 
ed in said district as said board shall determine towards the support of su«h 
elementwy English departments, Sdeh sum, not to be less than on^hatf of all 
the moneys received in said district for tbe support of common schools 
Ihareio, the additional sum required to pay teacher's wages and provide fuel 
and otiier contingent expenses ncce^iSBry to the support of such elementary 
schools, thall be estimaied, as^e^sed. collcdcd and applied in tha 
manaer provid«d in chapter one houdred and forty and fbur hundred and 
four of the session laws of eigbti;en lumdrpd and, forty -nine, or in such other 
manner as shall bo liereattor provided t^ !a* torllie support of common 

( IS, All monays raised in said district for the purposes of said school, 
and all monen-s to be reeeivcd bv such district &om the common school 
fond or other" source, shall be auually paid to tbos»d board of educatjon, and 
beapiJied by them [or the uses of said school or scliools aocorjing to law. 
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§ 16. The members of said board of edui»tioii, before r^oeiying anj 
moneys belonging to said district, shall severally execute to the town super* 
intendent of common schools of the town of Ridseway, their separate hooda 
with two sufficient sureties to be approved by said town superintendent, in a 
penalty at least double ^e amount to be expended by them, for the benefit of 
said scnool during tiie next ensuing year, conditioned that such trustee giving 
sudi bond, will faithfully account for the expenditure of all moneys, he shall 
receive for said district, and pay over the balance remaining in bis hands at 
the time of the expiration of ms office to the other trustees, and the district at • 
any legal meeting thereof, may req mre the p»enalty of such bond to be increas- 
ed, or additional security to be given by either or all the trustees, if they 
shall deem the same insufficient, and any trustee, treasurer of said district, or 
member of said board, who shall apply any moneys belonging to said dis- 
trict to his own use shall be deemed guilty of embezzlement 

§ 17. l^is act shall take effect immediately. 

LODI AND OWEGO. 

[Laws of 1846, Chap. 207.] 

§ 1. The trustees of school district number one, formed from the towns of 
Persia and Perrysburgh, in the county of Cattaraugus, and the town of Col- 
lins, in the county of Erie, known as the ** Lodi Union School District," are 
hereby authorized, if the inhabitants of said district shall, at any regular 
school district meeting so direct, to make thereafter, and until the said in- 
habitants shall in like manner otherwise direct, separate and distinct rate- 
bills, for the payment of the wages of the teachers in the primary and in 
the higher departments of the school kept in the said district *, proyided 
that the manner in which such rate-bills snail be made, shall have oeen de- 
termined by such regular school district meeting aforesaid. 

§ 2. The provisions of the preceding section of this act shall also apply 
to school district number one, in the village of Owego, in the county of 
Tioga, so far as the same shall be applicable to said, district. 

NEWTOWN. 

[Lam of 1850. Chapter 60.] 

AN ACT to establish a free school in district number three in the town of 

Newtovon. 

Passedi^Mareh 16, 1850, "three-fifths being present."* 

The People of the State of New Yorkf represented in Senate and Assem- 
bly , do enact as follows : 

§ 1 . School district number three in th^town of Newtown, in the county 
of Queens, shall form a permanent school district, and shall not be subject to 
alteration by the town superintendent of common schools for the town in 
which said district is situated. 

§2. The said district shall be under the direction of a board, to be styled 
" The Board of Education," which board shall consist of five members, three 
or more of whom shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. 
John B. Reboul, Daniel R. ifemsen. Roe H. Smith, Nathaniel Filbey and Al- 
bert O. Wittemore shall compose the first board of education, and shall 
hold their office from one to five year.s, that is to say, one shall go out of of- 
fice in each year, and in the order in which their names stand recorded in 
this section. 

§ 3. At the annual meeting of said district in eadi year, there shall be 
elected, for five years, one member of said board of education,, who shall be 
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a r^ent and taxable inhaUtont of said district Said eUc^on, and all otlu 
er elecfions provided for by this act, sluJl "be held by three inspectors, who 
^haH be appointed by the board of education at least thirty days preceding 
such election, and shall be by ballot^ and oonduoted in the same manner as 
the annual election of viUage officers. 

^ 4. The said board of education may make all necessary by-laws for 
their government ; they shall have ihe entire oonltrol and management of all 
the common schools within the said district, and all the propei% belonging 
io the same ; and they shall have and possess within the said district all the 
rights, powers and authoritjr of town superintendent of common schools, and 
they shall provide for keeping a school m said district at least six months in 
each year, and as much longer as may be practicable. T)iey may appoint a 
coflector, with all the powers and duties of a district ccdlector, or may em- 
ploy the town or village collector for that purpose ; and such collector shall 
collect and pay over the school moneys assessed upon said district, to the 
treasurer of'^the board of education, in the same manner and under the same 
eonditions as is imposed by the laws of the town or village of which he is 
tnch collector. They shall require two of the members of said board to vis- 
it each school in said district at least ooce in each week, to render such as- 
sistance to the teachers and advice to the pu^Mls as may be necessary, and to 
see that the regulations are rigidly adhered to. 

§ 6. The said board of education are hereby authorized and empowered 
to raise a sum not exceeding one thousand dollars, by tax on said district, to 
be levied and collected in the same manner as taxes are authorized by law to 
be levied and collected in the towns of this state. 

§ 6 Hie said board of education are hereby authorized and directed to 
levy and collect by tax, in each year, upon all the taxable property and in- 
habitants, such sum as may be necessary, not exceeding in amount one-fifth 
of <Hie per cent, on the value of such taxable property, as the same shall be 
assessed by the assessors of the town of Newtown ; and the said board shall 
add to their warrant for collection of such taxes, such amount as they may 
deem proper for fees for collection, not exceeding five per cent on the 
amount 

§ Y. The towa superintendent of common schools of the town of New- 
town shall pay over to the^treasurer of the board of education all the public 
moneys to which said district number three shall be entitled, for school pur- 
poses. 

§ 8. The said board of education shall call an annual district meeting at 
such time in the year as they may think proper, and submit diereto a full 
report in writing of their doings as such board ; and shall state therein the 
number and condition of the schools in said district, under their charge, aud 
the number of scholars attending the same ; the studies pursued ; the amount 
of moneys received from the state, as well as the amount raised in the dis- 
trict for school purposes, and the expenditure of the same, and generally all 
the particulars relating to the schools in said district *, which report may, if 
the said board think proper, be published in pamphlet form, or in some news 
paper published in the county. 

g 9. The board of education shall have entire control and charge of the 
district Ubrary ; they may employ a librarian, make such additions to the 
library and such regulations in relation thereto, as they may deem necessary 
or proper. 

§ 10. A school for colored children may be organized as a district 
school, and be supported as the other schools in said district are under this 
act. 

§ 11. Whenever the said board of education shall deem it necessary to 
erect one or more school-houses in said district, they shall submit the plans 
and estimated cost of such building to the electors of such district, at a spe- 
cial meeting called for that purpose, and if a majority of such electors pres- 
ent sh^ vote in favor of the same, the said board may proceed to erect said 




Mboolhotiie or boubesT tod if the antiii litithovited t<»^be rp^M 
fire and tix of this iMt Bliall be ituioffieient to pay the od«t of suen 
then tlie Mid board may raise an addidobal sum not ezeeedit^ five 
dollar*, to be levied and ootleeted as provided for in Sections five $nd 
tiiit act, to be expended in defraying such eoet. . 

g It, Hie wM board of education may call special meetings 6{ said 
Met 'vdwnever tbey may deem it necessary ; and whenever a special tne 
flbaU be oialled, notices of it siiall be posted ujp in five public places in 
distriot, at least one week freviptis to said meeting; and no businett 
be transacted at such meetings except that stated in the notice calling 
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J IS. Ail tawH and parts of Iaw« iiiconsidtetit WiiSi this ad are hief^y' 
repealed, so far as they rdate to district number throe in the t-own of ITew- 
towia, oounty of Queens. 

§ 14. This act shall take effect immediately. 

[Lawi of 1851, Chap, 898.] 

AK ACT to am^nd <m atit entUled, « An act to esiablUh a /he tdhool in 
tli9triet nmmber thrtt in ike town of Newtovm,'' passed March 16, I86t 

Passed July 8, 1851, "three-fifths being present*! 

The Paople of the State of yew- York, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows : 

§ 1 . The fifth aeetion of the act entitled " An act to^eMi^lish a free seSiool 
in district Dumber three, in the town of Newtown/' passed Mardi 10, 1850, ii 
hereby amended so as to read as follows : ' 

g 5. The said board of edocatioa are hereby- authorized and empowered' 
to raise a sum not exceeding one thousand cMlars, by t«ron said district, t« 
be levied and c(dlected in the same manner as taxes are authorlKed by- Ik^** 
to be levied and collected m the towns of this state ; and said bourd of ed- 
ucation are also hereby authorized and empowered to raise the sum of ^mse* 
thousand and five hundred dollars by a loan, which snms are to be expended 
in tlio erection of a school-house in said district and furniture fco- the same ; 
such loan to be Bccured by a bond and a mortgage upon the public school 
property of said district, which bond and mortgage shall be executed by said 
board of education in their official capacity, imder theifr hands and a Cdn- 
moa seal to be provided by them. Said loan shall be paid off in' annual' in- 
stalment's of five liuadrcd dollars each, and the first of said instidmentB ituiS 
be paid in three years after the date of said bond andmortgage. '3aid board 
is also authorized and empowered to raise such additional sum, from timii to 
time, by tax on said distnot^'to be levied and collected in the same manner 
as taxes are authorized by law to be levied and collected in. towns of this 
ntate, as may be necessary to pay the accruing interest on said loan knd the 
said instalments thereof, and also such amount as they may deem proper for 
fees for collection, not exceeding five per cent on the amount 

§ 2. 'llie said board uf education are hereby authorized to sell and con- 
vey the lot of land in Astoria in said district, which has heretofore been oc- 
cupied as the school lot, and whieh is situated adjoining St George Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church, and execuie a conveyance therefor under their said 
eorporate seal, and invest the proceeds of the sale in the purchase of another 
lot, or in the completion of said new school-house, as by the said board may 
be deemed most advisable for the interests of the said district. 

§ 8, The words " sections five and six,*, wherever they ocetir in sectioB 
eleven of the act hereby amoided, shall be construed to mean section first of 
this act and section «ix of the act hereby amended. 

S 4. This act shall take effect immediately. 



CITT AND COtTNTY OP NEW YOSK. 

[La^ nf t8Bl. Chap. SSB.] 



F«wedJul7 g, ISSl, "three-firtbabebKjraMDt."- 

ThePtti^ of tht StaU of Ifea Tork, npretttHtd in SenMe and AttmUg,. 
i» ettaet at foUaa* : 

OF SOBOOL OFFICERS AHD THEIR ELECTIOK. 

I ]. There Hball ba two commiaikiiietB, 
HDunon ichoolB in eadi of Ui« wards o/ tl 
kaonm as the " aekoel oStoen" oi the vr«n 
■Ml be eleded in each word of uid oity, 
•r, irbOM terma of offise shall be two jem 
<]dlaa diidl be fire jean, to oamineaoe in < 
aiy next eucoeeding such election. But tl 
Mrt eloet, and tboae now bolifiag offiee, ei 
wiil <aptra on tke firil Hond&j of June ne 
ia,j of Januar; next after tbe day on wbi 
mred; reapsMivelj'. and there shall be no 
^e aleotuDS so held ahall be aubJBCt to lb 
raapMta, ai thooe which goTem tha generi 
lota for said sdiool officers Hha]l be eodorsi 
•dioiaiefarBte box to be praTided tbere 
bafore eoterioK upon the duties of tbrar of 
•4ribe the oath prescribed bj tbe cf-'-'^ ' 



OP THE BOjtRD OF EDUCATION — IT8 POWERS AND DUTIES. 

J I. The aommiBeisDeia of common schools, oleeted as afhrenud, shall 
constitute a board of edui-ation for the city and coimly of New-Vork ; tbej' 
dtaU meet^o the second Wedneadaj of January in eaoh jeai'. for the pui'- 
pose of orgauizatioii; and thereafter for the tranaaotion of basinaas as oftea ' 
■athe; may determine. They ^lall elect <Hie of their numbtr president and' 
■hall apptfint a oleii and ^Siistant or ataistante, whusu cumpeosBtion iriiall be 
fixed and paid by the board. 
, The bourd of education shall Iihtc power : - 

lat. To take and hold property, both real and persona}, deTiaed <H' 
kaBsreried to it, for the purpoieB of public oducatiott in the dtr of New 
Tork: 

S(L To appoint a eupericleadeot of commoii aidMok for said dtj, aa here- . 
inafier provided : 

8d. On the nomiaation of the echcnl officers of any war. I tci fill racandn ' 
in Bcbool oQicus, wbiub may occur in liudi wurd betn-ccn the general elee- 

ilh. To establish new schotds, as hereiaafter provided : 

Ctb. To draw from tbo moneys which shall be rwsed for the purpoaca of 
puWio eduoatjoo, sudi sums as may be required for the purpose of ilefiaying 
the necessary iuciiit^ntal ezpenses of the board, and such further eums at 
naf be required for the payment of tbe ealarics of their elerk and Bssislant 
or aaeistant^ aud of the cily superintendent of rannninn schouls : 

ftth. To visit. Bad u^amina taesciiools, subject to the proTieiims of this 
act; 

Itli. ^BttkeniiMof ordmanilb7'Uwafar thegofemmantrf theboard,'' 
itB,mw:ibiH«'aiul eommittaet^ and ganenl regnlationa lo seeure prop«f ^Ott*^ ' 
■1F.wdlM9Q«biUli4iDtiieeipwditiuwo( tbawAwliadn^a: 



powera and privileges oi _ _..^ 

§ 3, It sEall be the dut; of the board of edacatitHi, 
Ist. On or before the fifteenth day of November in each year, to raport 
to the bc«rd of HuperrisorB of the said cit^ and county, an estimate of^the 
amount over sjid alwve the avaia Bped£ed m the fitteenui section of (hie act, 
which will be required during the year, for the purpose of meeting the cur- 
rent annual eipeneeB of common eehool ioetruction ; for erecting, purchaaing', 
leafung and procuring Bites for echool-houses, and the Gtting up and furniBh- 
ing thsreof, and the alleiatiooB in. the additiona to. and repulrs of, the school 
buildinga of the ward schools ; for the support of ichoola which shall have 
been oigaiii£ed since the last annual apportionment of the school moneye 
made by the board ; for the support of eTening schools, not exceeding the 
' '' houaand dollars in each year ; for the support of the free 

ual sum not eiceeding twenty thouaand dollars ; and such ' 
una as may be necessary for any of the porpoeea authociieil 
the aggregate amount bo reported shall not ezoeed the nim 
>r each pupil who shM hare aotoally attended and been 
needing year in the echools entitled to participate to the ap- 

lion all the school moneys which shall have been mised for 

meeljog the current annual expenseii of public instrnction. - 

bools provided for by this act : 

ith the chamberlain of said dty, on or before tl>e first Mon- 

eacb year, a copy of their apportionment, stating the amount 

le ward school^ and to the Uuatees, managers and directora 

hools enumerated in this act : 

Due to fumiah through the free academy, the benefit of edu- 

sly, tc persone wbo have been pupib in the common acbools 

__ , _. .md county for a period of time to be regulated by the board 

*of edncation, not less than one year : 

5th. To eupervbe, muiage and govern said free academy, and, from time 
to time, make all needful rdea and regulationa therefor ; fix the number and 
oompensation of teachere and others to be employed therein; prescribe the 
preliminary examination, and the terms and conditions on which pupils shall 
be received and inatructed therein and diacharged therefrom ; .iirecl the 
course of studies therein, and provide in all things for the good government 
and management of the said tree aoademy ; and purchaae the books, appar- 
aiuB, stationery and other things necessary and expedient to enable the said 
free academy to be properly and successfuUy conducted, anil to keep the 
said building or buildings properly repaired and furnished ; 

6th. To appoint annually a atandmg committee of not leas than five per- 
sons of their number, who aball, subject to the control, supervision and ap- 
probation of the said board, constitute an executive committee for the care 
^vermnent and management of the said free academy, under the rules and 
regulations prescribed as aforesaid, whose duty it shall be, Co make detailed 
reports to Uie said board of education, and, among other things, to recom- 
mend the rules and regulations which they deem necessary and proper for 
the said academV' The board of education may, at any regular jneetiug 
thereof, by a majority of all the members of said board, remove any or all 
the members of the said committee, and appoint another person or per' 
sons in the place of the member or members of the sud committee so re- 
moved. 

Ttb. To make and transmit annually on or before the first da^ of Febru- 
ary in each year, to the common eouncit of raid city, and also to the 
secretaiy to the board of regents of the university of the state of New-Yoiii 
a report signed by the preaident and clerk of the said board of education, 
and dated on the first day of January, in the year of its transnuasion ; 
which report shall state the names and ages of all the pupils iDStTueted in 
mdi free academy doringr the preceding year, and the ^e that each was 



wkstroeted; a,jpmti<u1v Btatement a 
U the commeoietDTOt olhia instruetioo 
tjl the dote of such report, together wit 
BtudicJ ID whole or in part, and if in pi 
tiwMeQf the coat of the lilH-ar;, philoe 
mathematical or otho' scientific laetru 
tie names of tte instructors eraplojed 
tioD paid to each ; what amouot ofmoo 
duriugthe yearfortbo purpoaea of sue 
sped^ing tiow much from each, and tb 
purpofle for which auct mmeya have b« 
matina in relation to education in udi 
board in the maoageojent thereof, as t 
geofa of the aniyeiaity' of the state of S 
IWrc! 

Sth. Til provide evening ichooU foi* tboae whose ages (7 avocationa ar« 
SQoh as to prevent their attending the day schools established by law, inr 
each ef the. ward school bouses or other buildiaga uaed for school purpoaee, 
and in such other places in sud citj as the; may, from time to time deem 
expedient : , 

Stb. To fumiA afl n t e easa t y sopplteBOT maka regnlatioB, Ibr fumisbing 
such aapplies for the scTeral achoola under their care, but when such aup- 
]pU«s«re fnraUi«d l^ the board «f education tbey aball be obtnned hj 
contract, proposala for nhidi shall be advertised for the period of at 1«bM' 
two weeb«; 

lUth. To make nd* tramnit b«tWE«n tb« fiftemtfa day of JantMry ■M' 
tbo Srst day of Fetmary id «aoh vear, to the clarfc at the eity a&d cobvtf 
of Ifcrw- York, a report in writing, Maritfg datethefiirat day of January i« 
the year of ila traasmistion, stating the whole number ofsduxJs wEthitfi 
tkoit- jitfiwJieK(», s^MioJally desl^Bating tb* h±mW tor col«red ohiMrAi: 
the Bohoola or sodetlea from whiohTmOTtd sball have been made to Uiebofafl' 
crfiedUcatiou wlAlb the UnMlimited fur that pinxwa, the l«igth of time etieh 
Bohoola shall faave been kept open; the amount ofpublic money: anwirUonMiitf' 
^^topriated Ki eftid a^oolwsooiety ; the nnrnbei imgbt in «ach wiod,' &u 
whole amount of uroney drawn from the city chamberl^n for the purposea of 
public education dm ing the year ending at the date of their report, diatinguiah- 
ingthe amount recForedfrimirt^ gelienlfundof theatat« from all other and 
what sources ;t)ie manner in whidi auch money* shall have been expended, 
and such otherin format! on m the auperlntendent of common Eohoola may 
from time tu time require, in relation to common BCho«4 education in tiia 
tuty aad floimtr of New- York. 

g i. If the board of education shall r^e^ect to mate such annual report 
within the time limited, the disre of school moneya apportioned to ibe eitj 
and ounty of ITew-Toik may, in the discretion of the supcrin ten dent of 
oommun schools, be withheld until a SHit^le report ahall boTe been t«u- 

g G. The tiezi of the board of education ahall have chuge of the roon*, 
books, papera and documenta of the board, and shall in addition to his duties 
as secretary of the board, perform such otli«r clerical duties as may be re- 
quired by its membsrs or committees : 

g e. All schools wliicb Ixave been oigauized under the act entitled "An 
act to extend' tii the city and county of New-Yorli the proviaiona of th« 
general act in relation to common achoola, pasaed April 11, 1842," and the 
acta amendiag tbe same, or organized c«' adopted under this act, shall be call- 
ed common scbsols ["ward siAools,"] or ward primaries, and each cU» 
■hall be niunbcred consecutively, according to the time of their organizalion 
or adoption, and all such schools shall be under the supervision and govern- 
ment of the commissioners, inq>ectoiB Md teuste^ of the word i* which 
they ar* located. 



FOWEHS AND DUTIES OF SCHOOL OFHCERSr. 

§ 7. It shall be the duty of the school officers, or a majority of mem, in 
uy ward: 

Ist. To certify to the board of education of the city and county of Ke^r 
York, whenever m their opinion it is necessary, to organize one or more addi- 
tional schools in said ward, with the facts and circumstances showing such 
necessity, together with the character of the school buitdings required, and 
the number and class of scholars who wlB probably attend such schools if 
organized, and to organize such schools as hereinafter provided : 

2nd. To provide, under such rules and regulations as the board of educa- 
tion may establish, the necessary books, stationary, and other essientials ne- 
cessary to organize and conduct any school in their ward ; 

3rd. To examine, ascei*tain and report to the board of education, and as 
frequently as may be, whether the provisions ofthis act in relation to tfe* 
teazling of sectarian doctrines, or the use of sectarian books, shall have 
been violated ; and 

4th. To notify the board of education of any vacancy fn the ofQce of any 
school officer or their respective wards. 

FOWBBS AND DTTTIES OF COMMISSIOIfERS. 

I S. It shall be the duty of the Commissioners of conunon sdboois in ihs 
several wards: 

1st. To attend all the meetings of the board of education ; and if a^y 
eommissioner shall refUse or neglect to attend AQy tllree successive statea 
meetings of the board, after haviiig been perbonally notified to attend, and if 
no satisliMtory cause of his non-attendance be shown, the board may declare 
his offiee vacant ; 

2nd. To transmit to the board of education all rqxarts jmade to th^mby 
t|ie trustees and ^spectors of their respective wardfi ; 

3rd. To visit and examine all the sokioIs entitled to participate in the 
i^portionme&t ; 

. 4:th. They shall be ez officio members of the boiurd of trustees in th^ 
respective ward&. 

FOWERS AND DUTIES OF IJfSPECTOES; 

I 

§ 9. It shall be the duty of the inspectors of common schools : 

Jst To inspect and examine each of the schools in their respective wards, 
at least twice in each year, and oftener if necessary ; and on or before the 
fifteenth day of October, in each year, to make and transmit to the board oi 
education and to the trustees of the ward, a reik)r|; in writing, in which 
they sh^ll set forth the condition of the several school buildings in use in 
their ward, and whether any, and if any, what rejHdrs, alterations or modi- 
fications of those buildings seem^o them necessary ; 

2. Whether they are kept clean and in good order ; 

8. In what manner they are heated and ventilated, and how effectnal 
the means used are in producing the result desired ; 

4. The studies pursued ; 

5. The progress of the classes in their different studies ; 

ft. The punctuality of attendance of tbe scholars and teachers ; 
T. The order, attention and general appearance of the school; 

8. The length of each morning and evening session, and the number and- 
length of recesses allowed ; 

9. The number and qualifications of the teachers, and such other facta a^ 
in their opinion are important to insure the discipline or extend the useful- 
ness of the schools; 

^ 10. In conjunction with the city superintendent of common sdiools^ to 
license teachers for their reapective wards ; and 



U. To cxtmina laad itodit dl'aoconnis 'wbes dntf Mrtified bj {he tm- ' 
tees to be eerrect^ , i 

POWERS AND DUTIES OF TRUSTEES. 

§ 10. It shall be the dutj of the tmstees of each, ward and they shall 
have power : ^ 

1. ^o have the safe keeping of all the property belonging to the ward 
scjiools and the ward primaries in their respective wards ; 

2. IThder such general rules and regulations as the board of education 
may adopt, to contract with, and employ teachers in said schools, and make 
other contracts for conducting and managing their schools ; 

8. To procm-e, as may be necessai*y, blank books, ip one of which a state-, 
ment of tne amounts of all mont^ys Received and paid by the trustees, and 
of all moveable property belonging to each school shall de ertered at large 
and signed by sucb trustees ; and in other books, the teacher shall enter 
the names and residence of the scholars attending school, and the number of , 
days they shall h^ve respectively attended ; and also the days on which * 
each school shall have been visited by the city superintendent and the school 
officers of the ward, or any of them, which entries shall be verified by the . 
oath or affirmation of the principal teacher in such school. The said booka . 
shall be preserved by the trustees as the property of the schools, and shall ' 
be delivered to their successors; 

'4. To make, on or before the fifteenth day of January, in every year,., 
and transmit to the board of education, a report in writing, dated on the 
first day of January, which shall be signed and certified by a majority of the 
trustees, which report shsill state : the whole number of schools withm their 
lurisdiction, especially designating the schools for colored children ; the 
length of time each school sludl have been kept open ; the whole number of . 
scholars over four and under twenty -one years of age, who shall have beea 
taught, free of expense to such scholars, in their schools during the year 
preceding the first day of Januai-y, which number shall be ascertained by 
adding to the number of children on register at the commencemeiit of eacA , 
year, the number admitted during that year, which shall be considered the 
total for that year ; the average number that has actually attended such 
schools during thiB year to be ascertained by the teachers' keeping an exact 
account of the number of scholars j)resent every school time or half day, 
which being added together and divided by four hundred and sixty, or if . 
less than a year, by the number of school sessions, shall be considered the 
averago of attending scholars, which average shall be sworn or affirmed to 
by the teachers ; a detailed statement of ike amount of moneys received 
for their respective schools during the last year from the chamberlain of the 
city, and of the purposes for, and the manner in which the same shall have 
been expended ; and a particular account of the state of the schools and of 
the property and af&drs of each school under their care ; and the titles of 
all DooKs used, with such other information as the board of education shall 
require. A report in. all respects similar shall be r^qvnrod from the trustees, 
managers or directors of the corporate schools ; 

5. To hold as a corporation, all personal property, vested in or traiisf er- 
red to them for school purposes in tneir respective wards ; and 

6. To render at the expiration of their respective terms of office, to their 
Huceessors, a just and true account in writing, of all moneys received bjf 
them for school purposes, and of the manner m which ti^^ same ahall have 
been expended, and to pay any balance which may remain in their handSi to 
their suocesgors. , 

OF THE OITT SUPERlNTENDKKT. 

%■ 11. Thfe board of education shall appofait a dty fluperintendent ^ 
cohnmon schools fonthe tiff and eonnty of lC«w-T«rk; who shall hold hfa of- 
fiMto.twoiyeH^ MAjcet * to'Ttnnirvml by the boMrd, on eompliiBt for eanw 



•taM. E« bWI pvfMm.anA' Mr. and' Iw ' tehjM'i* imdi n^s, *^ 

receive sach salary, aa may be preacnbed by the board of cd«c>tfa«i<;<Drt 
Qie talaiy shall not bo ineroMed or dimiuUhed during bis term of of- 
fice. 
It iJiall be hie du^ specially : 

1; To visit and examine all school? entitled to participate In tie l^poT- 
tionment of the school monejB, as often in eBoh year aa lie board ot eduo*- 
tlonmaj direct, and at least once in each year to notify Ihe inspectors of com- 
moD Bcboola of th* ward of the time appointed to visit the sehooh ia aueh 
ward, and to invite sudi inspeclora to visit with hini lie aajd aohmd*. and, 
niSi njeh inspectors, if they, or any of them, shall attend at such visits, or, 

■ ... ,g to enquire into all matlJirs relating to the 

L, books, studies, discipline, and conduct of 
the school-houies, and of the schools gat- 
el with the trustees inretation to tbeirdutiu 
id conduct of the echools, the course of m- 
boots of elementary ioatruotion to be used- 
Ma, and report to the bowd of educatiaa 
t in relation to reli^ous eeciarlaD tetcbins 
any of the sebools ol ttie different wards of 

with the ioapectors of any WB»d, peisoBs 
candidates for teachers of conuDon schools, ttod to 
t qnalificBtion, in aacb form as shall be prescribed 
Q ; which certiJieales. wfaeo aounter^Kned by oae or 
1 evidence of the qualificatiooa of sncii teachers in 
nd county: and 

ihe means in his power) to prormte sound edttcatkm, 
nd qualifications of teaiiiiers, improve the means of 
e the interests of the schools committed to his 

riotendent shall be euliiject to- snch^generalmlesaBd 
iteodent of common sclu>ola may prescribe; and appeals 
ons may lie made to the superintendent in the same 
iffect, as in cases now provided by lac, and he shall 
luperintendent of common schools, A snoh timet as 
m, areporl in writing containing tlie whole number 
1 county, distinguishing the scliools from which the 
been made to ue board of education, t^ the ctmi' 
id trustees of common schotja, and contaiuiuK a cer- 
ts of the board of education, to the clerk of the oity 
tdditional information as the aiqierint^idcttt of toot- 

la schools for tlie oi^: 

OF TBB 9CPP0BT OF THE SCHOOLS. 

S'14: Whoncverthe clerhof ttie citynid county shMJ receive notice from 
the superintendent of common schoola of the amount' of moneys apportioned . 
totbe cnnnty of New-Tork, for tbe support and ennmrsgement of common 
«cd)ools therein, he ^nll immediately lay the same before the board ofsti' 
parviKfs of the said eonn^; and the chamberlain of the said cit^ shall ^ 
[dy lor, and receive-the school moneys apportioned to the s^d conaty as 
•oon as the same become payable, and place the same to the credit m Sit 
mayor, aldermen and oom^goal^jr of tl^ city of Few-Xprk, tor tie benefit 
of public education therein. 

-g IS. Tlie said board, of smnrrisora shallamnMlly rusewdioDlleel by 
tax nppp itbei i ahdbUwits efiAeiMid aitj ■ad-county, a anmof maaey.MtM< 
>o41wmnftfpwii* d . tn.H)dt>Mtloii>M.tll*4iBiHi^.'iBitaMaHM^nMiail«»i: 



,tb«-cwtr<W«i(<all»rgM'l>[ ^ uiddtf Mill OBWl^r «M ileTieJ Jioa ««dl artwl; 
.■Jbo» wntufi^ioiiei^.aqual.tiaDiM-twentUtiijafDDe peri<wet ofthe T«lflt«'<< 
.fabeiMliBBd peivoiul prwfi«rtj iailie E«Hl:eit«, liablateibawessad thertaei, 

, OMnmwn aalwnla. ia tbt a^ «i(;; Mid Uie buard of edmwtion Hhall .>{>p(ntiaii 
tWinpDs; so nised (oeaohut tjie achi>ols Iwrmftrr provided {or it^ tWxtt, 
eju^pt tb« fraeaoaiUiay, wui tba aveoiag aohcxda. Bccording to tibeDambEraf 
obiiorcn ov«t fuiir Hid.uBdcr twentj'<aie yearsof a^ who wra« Actaal noi- 
ileqla pf Iba city uidiOOUQty of Ncw-Vurk at the dote of thuic attwukoceMl 
auoil Bchools, vitlu)«t charge, t^e precediDg- yew ; utd tiie<averag« shall. be 
aaoertaJned by addlug together, the Duinber ol such childrea pMstM at eadl 
tUOrning and aLn«(at>wi.ae«skiB,'Bf not leiB than tlirce hoan.uid dividing ttie 

'(uw b^.fwir ttuudrcilrkQd siaty ; and it laiyiidbtxA tbaH biw been cHigaJaiied. 
IWCetttaJLaat fiDWial.BpfMiitMDnwoU tbesT«n^ dull be aacertainad^byxH- 
viding by ai Dumber corresponding to tiM.BBtmd numbar of ■UorauigiHulcwB- 
ilDS.aaaaiMa.of not laa* lbM>dfreBfaDUB»«adi.:held ■we^tlie cffgaaizatioB of 

-fpdiiVcbKih.a^ditltojniin apporticmed ts anj-'iadiMbi >«tbcr tbaatlwivanl 
Mhwkdwil.bfl-paid to tb«t[iiMae8,tiianKNCS N-dirMtiMYbfaadi t ' '- 



' time, aod in the aune manaer, auch additional Bum or sums aa the board-rf 
education, in pursuance of the provieious of the first eubtliviaiou of the thirS 
.aeoliM»'of'tbisact,ehalI4iav'erepaH«dto be aeoeimuy for the purpoeea '(ber«ta 
mentioned. Such moneys ehall be paid into the city treasury, and ^all, 
itog^ther wkh tlie auoaat apportimed to t£e nw4 aehoola, be puld by .the 
Utuonbarlaui of tiia Hpid oily upoD 'tbe drafts draim oD bin by tlse board «£- 
•ducatioQ, li^^nad ^ the pfeai(l«Qt, ajid coimter«igned by the oliirk of tbe 
board, .and by <the«ommi9uoiwra, «rane ^f tteni, of the ward for whick 
theaioiM^ia'tobanaid.'exeepteHek^urasRaelfaaU be drama purmait to^tbe 
£ft^ aab^jmsioii of tke aeoend eeotion of iim act, n^ich sWl be paid ^ 
anhl nhamh^rlnin. nfiiiii ilmftii ilimrii nii hnii by 'aaid bsard.' ilKBed -by tw 
'^pneaidealMddMk, awl ooBiiter*%ned bv tbe shidrAn of AefliMncsaoB- 
miUceuif wd fboard, andaH drafts dull be ^mad* payaUe to Ui« perMaW 
■{■awma tti>hled>.fc>Neeiva'the««K«. 

g If. 'If BBj.of tb«Baidiwvl;'argBBiBe()'<rardeebO(4«,.l:7 reasea^f pe««- 
Jkrdn!il^>tBnoaa,ibllbeac(uitab]y««tittedtQBlareerBun)ttu»Ui«y vUl 
nemn under «a f^xfftMMBWtt made Se aforcMid; ttieu the board e< edoMH 
4iMi'iliaU be«ulboriaed, Bd tbeyare hereby requind to aiaIia'ti>s<iDhschorta 
anek&rther allowaBw aailJ of the whool Bion«|rB, W ib&j, tb0<baBrd rfiedaol- 
tkn, AM deam jaaloadfiroptr. 

■%ie. ira«Gh()olGfaafilh««Btil}ed'e«,«rie«a««aDy pArtida oftbeaetKMl 
■MfkHSW-arUob die rriigiom dootrinea orteneta of eSy pwUcuiw <)hrlati«, 
-or.ot£OTr4ig>oimMct,(tUlL'be tau^t.)ficu)«Med'or prakiced,or in wM<!h 
vaybookorbtx^'ioaiAiiBiBg'eot&pnitkiM favinwtrie Or ^ijudKlal' to^tfee 
..pu«utdar<loatadM>'oi"ta»ett of BM-partkialkr ohtietiaB. olr ott>«T r^li^oW 
aeot, or which ehall teach the dootnoes or tenets of aayoAei'- relMsIM IttH, 
or which shall refuse to permit Che vieits and eiamtnationa provided tor in 



dim 

pcuMs of eidier of Mvttk Nhook, the board of eduMtl^ift ih&U; l Urt bUtfa o- ^e 
|iaymeat onlr of each «nm or aumsr as shall bo st^^eni to'^iWido f(ft BCMh 
ezpenaesv and any deficiency io the sums apportk«e4 tO'tiMet the it^aeesttrj 
and legal «zpensaft of.«teMic edneation in tne saidscbboid^ ^laU^'be Mi|)pliea 
b j the >eommOa couDeil of the said dty , and they are fa^eby ati^oi46)dd' and 
directed to raise by loan, in antkipalion of ihe anmial« takv Gmoh sum or fttoas, 
as shall be neoesaary to meet sudb deficienoy. And the board of edaeaHdn 
shall, in all cases, certify to the eommon oooncil the<«au8e of siMh ^defidkner, 
mad that ibe same was unavoidable, and unless such oertificate shall be 
made, the said common council may refuse to raise the sum required to 
meet sueh deficienoy. 

' § 2(K In making the apportionmeDt among* Aie several vehools, no sh«f« 
shall be allotted to any school from which no sufficient annual report riudl 
have been received for the year ending oa the last day of December, un- 
mediately preceding the apportionmeDt. 

^ 21. Whenever an apportionment of the public money shall not be n£sde 
to any school, in consequence of any accidental •omission to mjoke any re- 
port required by law; or to comply with any other regulation or fM'OVwien 
of law, the board of education may, in its disf^etion, direct ««a apportion- 
ment to be made to such school, aooprdtng to the equitable drcunH^taneee 
of the case, to be paid out of the public money on hand, orif the same riudl 
have been distributed, out of the puUic money- to be received in a succeeding 
-year* 

.OF THE SCHOOLS EJ^iTITLED TO FAATICIFATf: IN TOE APFOS'TiPIiMENT. 

I 

§^. The schools of the Public School Society, the New'Tork Orf^Mn 

. Asylum School, the Roman Catholic Orphan Asylum School, thid schools «f 

the two Half Orphan Asylums, the school of the Meohame'a Sooiety, the 

iidkool of the Society for the Reiformation of JuvonUe Delinquents in toe city 

of New-Yoi'k, the Hao^lton Free School, the sohool for Uie Leake imd Watt's 

Orphan House, the school ooooected with the Alms House of ti^ said city , 

the scbiool of the Association for the benefit of Colored Orphans, • the schools 

.of the American Female Guardian Society, the school of the ^oeiety for tho 

•promotion of education, amoi^ colored children, the schools ^ilgamzed under 

the act entitled, "An act to extend to the^ty at)d county of'l4^ew*York, the 

pro^i9ioi»s of the general a^ot in relation to common sehools, fAssed Apnl 11, 

1842," or an act to apiend the same, passed April 18, X84a^ w an^act entiiUd 

an ^t more e^ctuaUy to provide for common .school education in: the e^ 

;#«df county of New-Yoik, passed May 7, 1844, or a^y or the acts amtoding 

thd same and in(duding »nch normal schools for the* ednci^ion of teafiheis ju 

the board of education may organize, and. the JAor^iiMil ^ichool of tb6 imUic 

aofaool society for the education of^te^^rs, imd smol. M^ooltf as* jnay.'he , or- 

fabited under the orovisions of this act, shall be sul^ect t(>:the.geneEal,aupa:- 

ftridioii of the boara of education, and shall be entitled to participate in tiie 

tiAportiotimei^t of the sehooL i^oneys aa provided for in this, act, but thc^ 

umm M under the im<aodiate direction of their respective trustees, r^fm^^ ^pgn^ 

,mi diire^toiW} as hexekt provided. 

.OF NEW SCHOOLS. 

' ' § 23, Wftenever a majority of the school officers ofanv t^ai^d shall certify 
fa writing to the bbard of education, that it is necessary fo establish a school 
fii said ward,' with the facts and cirtumstahces shot^mg'sijch necessity, to- 
g^theri^dth the number land class of scholars who will probably attentftych 
'sdioolif establish^ ; it shall be the duty of the hbard of education, witltotit 
-flelay, to investigate the subject fend determine th6 eiped!^hcy of estaWishing 
such school in such ward apnlying for the same. ShiWd thfe ly^rd bflfeers 
Watiy of them, detem themsfefves aggrieved by such deci^itti, they ^lay appeal 
Cothe jvtate Bi^>erintendent <^ coinmon 'schools, 'whb*iduill deade 'id W (be 
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preprioty t)f tiie oitabM^hment of such sebool, and his dedsioii, if adverse to 
Iho appdlants, shall he binding for the ienn of one year! 

§ 24. Upon a decision favorable to ihe establishment of a school or 
schools in an^ of the wands of the said city, it shall be lawful for ^e school 
officers of said ward topropoe^ to org^ze One or more schools, such as may 
b««uthorized *by the board of education, and procure a school-house, by 
purchasing or hniingt <iie saaiO, or by pixiQUfiti|f asito an#er«ctii|g a building 
thereon, aoooitting: t& plans, and specifications, and contracts whicl^ isb«fi 
iWYe been d«d^ filed iratfa and appmyed by the board of education, 1^ 
«r«oiion of whiefa saad bbiLding; and the fitting up tihereof, and the fittiM; 
vp of 4my hifed building, shall be done by eontraet, proposals for whioo 
snail be advertised for two weeks prev4ou6' to deciding upon estimates 
thereon, unless snoh fitting np shall not ezoeed Ike sum of two hundred 
- doHaiB ; and ike eoopense of estabMshing and organiung any school^ -as 
aboTe mentioned, shall be levied and rai^d pursoaot to the provisions of 
this act. 

§ 85. The title to all school property, real and personal, pureh^hsedr with 
any momeye detivod from the distnbutioa or apportionment oif the school 
moneys, or raised by taxation in the city of New York, shall be vested |^ 
the mayor^ aldenaea. and oommdnaky of said «it^, but no contract or oon« 
tMlgts shall be mkle by the school officers of Anjr ward for the purchase q{ 
aay site, or for the erection, or fitting up^ or repairing of any building, whAn 
vuch renairs shall exceed in amount the sum of two hundred dollars, as ivn- 
thorisea in this act, until a statement in writing of the unount required i»r 
liuil' purpose shall faare been presented to the board of education by said 
webbd officers, and, toeetber witk a copy of the wQr^ng-drawing|9, plan^, 
and'speoifi^atioBA of the woi^ to be done^ -pureuant to the prov^ions of 
tins act, shfeill have beea idnly filed and approved of. as herein ^-eqqired, 
^d an appropriation dull have ^wen made by the boaird of educatiion, thei^ 
-for. < ' ■ ■ 1 ■ r ■ • . ; ' . ' ..','■ 

^20. The tmstees, managers alid directors of any of the corporate 
■ddiools entitled to participate in the apportionment of the school monies, 
may, at any time, convey their school houses and sites to the corporation a 
tiie city of'^Kenr York, atod transfer any of their schools to the board' of ed- 
•tetioQ, on the to'ms and in the manner to be agreed iq)on and prescribed 
hy the board of e^eaftien,«o bs eiter to mei^gethe ^Md schools in the ward 
sdiools, or adopt them as ward schools ; and the same shall, then be ward 
adwols, sd&fect. to all the rules, duties and liabilities, aad enjoy the same 
rights, as if they had been originally established as vffixd schools. But noth- 
ing in t^is act shall take away from the Public School Society any rights 
v^ch they have heretofore enjoyed, and the 'board of ednciatioa aik'eau- 
•QSbrit^ to provide the Pobtic ^noo) Society with all necessary moneys to 
ttii^e all proper' rebairs, d^tenddonsand iim][>rovenlents m the varioud . sdiiool 
'preMsesoeciipi^ oyt^^^- ■■<•>. 

' ' ' OF TAB BISCONTmiFii^lVGB OP SCHOOLS* 

§ 27, Wheneveri, owing to,^y nuisance or other circumstance, in i£e 
immediate viainity of any sabooC or \o tho small attendance of ocholaxs 
.{therein, or' other sufficient reason, it shall appear to the board of educati^ 
necessary and proper to discontinue such school, in any of the wards of th)f 
city, the said ooard shall give notice to the trustees of said school of its in- 
.iention to consider the propriety of such discontinuance; and in thirty days 
after inch notice, may proceed to investigate the matter, and if a majority of 
T^ie school offices of tne ward shiJl consent to the same, and if the said board 
diall determine by a vote of a majoritty of aU the members thereof^ that it 
ia proper to close thet same, Jt shall be the duty of said bcijard to Ty^ithhol^ t^l 
moneys which' may hanre been aj * ' •^- 1 i. .i 

#f gsaid 8iihool« and Uie said school 
BeqiifijDt .appaktItfUMtM) 




talte effect, tbe comptro!1er of tbe dty shall benbtlfied tlwfreof ty lAe.iap 
^board, and the said school-house and site may thereupon be used or disposM 
,0^ as a part of the general property of the city. 

MISCEL^NEOTJS PROVISIONS. 

• * 

<§ 28. The eomdton eonncfl of tiie city of ^•w ¥flirk.«mt hereby «titiKir- 
tz^ and directed to rais^ by loan, in ax^wipatioaxjf the ttflc«s, w^eaaofsmemr 
ry, all moneys required' for ^rectinf^. purehasin^ or leafong softtoolffaoiises, aiod 
^procuring sites therefor, apd ihe fitting up and fiirabyfig thMeef^AodJor Al- 
terations in or additions to the preiteiit sohool^^uilding^-or tequired -^or a|Bf 
ether of the purposes, anthoritted by this act 

§ 29. All expenses incurred for the euppoft of oDnmo&^8Ao<il8 i»4lH>.tf»- 
ipective wards, shall be oertified by tiie trustees of oommob spools iifewifih 
ward, or a majority of them, and deUvered to the ini^Mclisvs of {ftoidiiracld; 
^d it shall be the auty of said inspectors to examine and audit the-jsMMA, 
and upon naid. inspectors being satisfied of their oovrttetniess, <to cemtfy -the 
same to the board of e4u^tion. All Inlls audited and.paiA/8hiA14)oiBod ivkh 
Ihe board of education. 

% 30. No compensation -^all be allowed to the -oomaoiasiCBers, ^spi^otflfs 
or trustees of common schools for any services performed' by*lhtsaii'>hiB^|ihe 
eommissioners and inspectors, shall receire their aetoal and neasonMiieiaKMi- 
«es ;^hne attending to the duties of their office^ to be auditediaiMl jdlowMliy 
'Ae board of eduction. 

^ si. Eyery school efiber who >fdiftU refine or negrleetto-jneoiderraiktifee- 
<H)unt^ or to pay over any balance- in 'his bands, at- the eapiration jryf-hijb tAm 
of office, shall for each offence forfeit the sum <»f fifty doliMrR^«liaBb.^«m«r to- 
gether with said unpaid balance, shall be sued for andool&ootediiijr the:sbaMd 
m supervisors, who shall prosecute without delay liM* tika repov^xj «f •ouh 
forfeiture, together with tiie unpaid balance ; and in case of the death of BNtii 
school officer, suit may be brought against hiarepresentatiTea, and all monies 
reeoyered, after deducting expenses, shall ^be fu^9td «| Uiedfepoaal of<£die 
board of education. 

J 82. Every school officer <»■ ieadier «f a«dieaiK)riK>ci€#f^ •^ho shall ndl- 
y sign fi, false j'eport to the board of education, shall fer eaoh viffiwkuim 
; felt the sum of twenty-five dollars, aai shall alta-W^^tti^ .gid^ofm 
misdemeanor. 

§ 83. The following ^laU be, snbstantSally;,^ di«ufoha of ««|)lk«r «ffiiiM> 
tipn to be made by the teacher : 

*'A.B.,<rf.tha<tity ef New^Yedi, teaeberof < , \l 

^o. depantment, )b«ing /diily MVmm W ^%VM^ d^]AC49^,<D||d 

•1^8, that totbet1>0»b-af. (has or '^) hnawkug^.aiwl bf Ui^^ il|a(p«f 9g^ iilM9- 

ber of children, actual residents of the dty ande(mi^.-«f liKFj^ Xoi^t^iyt ^^ 

time of attending said sohod, between the ages of four and twenty-one years, 

who attended satdflcbool^ridefMEtBieiityiBaclLaBiKtPlitime. or half day, from 

^ti^e day, of to t^e first day of January, 

*^ . was ; . Said average having' been' obtained by 

'aoffing together -the number of schojafsf |^^ent ewh sch^^imfe, or^alfdanr 

jknd <3i viding th^ tptai by foi^'r h;undred tod sl^y, agreeably to the fiiteeifib 

'sectiou of this act?* . . , j 

'■'■ , . . > 

§ 84. In ^py suit whidi shall herealter be oompietiedd against <the 4mm- 
mife^oQers qr i^ri^stees of eon^mon se&ools, for any act p^ir^med 'by «rtue \oi 
pr tpidier col^pr of their office$, or fbr any refusal or omissioti io perfdraiJliy 
^t^ er]joined )biy lipi^, and whidi might have been the- S0l>j«oi of4AAppai!l 
^io th€lsuperinte;ideot', no costs ^hall be allo^wedWihe^aintifi^in eaae^ j«|ieM 
fhe court shall o^rt^ it appealed, on th^ trial of the eaiiae, thatt^e ^emir 
fODf, acted ip giM^d fhith. But this provision shaHiiot ^lit^nd to aditfi jCbr^pite- 
ifties, hoi- to suits bk* broieeediBgis to enfbree tlie ^toMotmwi At^i^ap^sad^pui" 
■It of common lohoots. 



IMP , . 

g SS. All efaildren betnqeKUx] *MMf i(f|n^d. tventj-one, residing in 
the citj and county, aball oe entitlea to 'attend aaj of tlie common schoota 
thereiu ; and Iha pareote, guaidjujis or. otimr p^rsws having the cuetody ot 
ewe of Buoh childreo, aliaU n.it be liable- to Buy t*x, aBaassmant or im- 
puitiou for the tuition of anjr children, .^ther (lian ia hereiabe^fe provi- 
ded. - 



■ Mate, Mid tlie regents of the university of the state of New-Tork bhatli 
annually to the board of education of the city and county of New- York, tSe 
jdietributive fiure of t^e wid f H^ -10 wliii^ ^ ewd free w^efnj thM by 
Jawbfteniitled^d vlii'i.^ballJia^plied^d.ajpeodeilfpr litaa^ booksfftr 
the said free afademy. 

. I 87. TJie clerk of the bwrd of (;dycalion is hereby . authotiied, to ftdmin- 
mer oaths anrt tsfce afidavlla in a(l mftttela appertaining (o the schoois.ia 
Hie fity and cognty of Jtew-Yori, and fbr that purpose shall posseps all ffle 

■powers of a eotnniis^'iiiiner of deeds,'b(it aball not be endtled to any of ,tne 
tees or emoluments thereof. 
^ 99. Mo school ofitcer fhall be interested in jmj cpatnict, paymenls und«r 



-f«*i^ are to be made, in whrfe.orin part, out of moneys derived from ^ 
■ •Aool fUtid or raised hy taxation for the suppwt of common schools. Ho 
■teacher wnployed in any of jLe Eobtmla enUIIed to participate in the appor- 



-iioDtnent of the school moneys, shall hereal'ter be eligible to the office .oi 
tniaaioner, inspector or tr.usteeof cqmmm achofds. 

§ 89. Thd oommon ' conndl Aall provide and furnish BuitaU^ roontls. 
Tor the meeting o( the board of ediwatjon, and for the Iransaotion fif it« (wii- 

g 4fl. ' The act entjtiecj, " An act to extend to the city and county of ^e* 
Tofk the provigijona of the general act in relation to common schools," pii««a 
'Apiil 11th. lS43,audanactamend)ag the same, paaaed April IQtb. 164^-, 
and the act entitled. " An ftct more «tfectually to provide for common ephoifl 
education in the city and county of New-Torfc." pasaed- May 7th, 1844, atfd 
the several acts amending the ^me, passed re>a>eotively on May liA, 194^1 ; 
•March -aTth. 1848 ; Api^I ■ '*''■ '849 ; and the aot ftufliorizing the board of 
education of ihe'oi^ of Hew-Torb to esiaHiah evening acbools for the edij- 
eatinn nf apprentices, and others, passed jUarch S&th, 1848: and anact ajt- 
■fliofwingftte board of education of the dty aid comity of He«-York to es- 
tablish a free academy in caid city, passed May 1th, 1 847, and all ptfiar :pctB 
'*aA parts of act# Tncopsigte^t with or repugnant to tbe provisions of thu act, 
freherel^ repeiied. 

,:.;,,;■ .oswioo, , , ..',;; 






poughkbepsie: 

[Laws of 1843. Chaf, 211.] \ ., 
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AN ACT to establish Free Schools in the village of Pottghkeepsie. 

; Phased April 1 8, 1848, hj a t^Q'thjurd vote, 

' The People of the State of New-TorTc^ represented in Senate and AMemblp, 
lio enact as follows : ., 

§ 1. The village of Poughkeepsie shall form a pennaheht school district, 
not subject to alteration by the commissioriei-s of common schools for the to^ 
inwhicn the said village is situated. 

§ 2. There shall be elected in said district the fu'st jeax, twelve commit- 
aioners of common schools, as soon after the passage di this act as the troa- 
tees of the village of Poughkeepsie can order an ejection, for the choice of 
said commissioners, after giving one week's notice in all the papers of t]^e 
village^ of the time and pUce of holding said election 4 jtjhe twelve oommis- 
sioners i^^n elected shall constitute, and are herebj denominatoid, the, BofMpd 
of Education for the village of Ppughkeepsie, !Fo^r of the said board shall 
go out of office at the expiration of the nrst year, four at the expiration of 
the second year, four at the ea^iration pf the ttird year^four i>er8ops l^if^g 
annually elected to supply their pUces,whofihaUbo^1^eir office, in said boar4 
for three years. The annual election shall ^be hel,d on the ^t Tuesday in 
June of each year. , • ^ ^ , 

§ S. The trustees of the village ojf Poughkeepsie shall appoint inspec^cnis 
4of the said elections, and of all other elections, to be held under this aet^ with- 
in thirty days next preceding the time of holding the same ; .f^ld notice there- 
of ^all be given dn the same manner, and the safue shall be jhela and 000- 
duoted, the votes shall be canvassed, and the result of the election detenoiti^ 
in the samo manner as in the ca^e of the, .annual e}.^tio]^;of, oth^r oipcera 

tl^^ said village. .. ' ■ . . •; 

g 4., , Incase of vacancy in the pffice o^ ^y such comm^ssjuoners^.i^fjii 

case no person shall be elected thereto, by reason -pf t^o or Sjiore pecso^s 

.having an equal number of votes, the trustees shall appoint an mhi^^itaxtt ,9f 

the.yillage to fill thie same, aiid the person appointed sibi^.iiold.hi^. office ^^^^ 

til the next election of commissioners of commpf^ school^ . , . 

I 5, j Immediately after th.e election 'of thJe j ^ftid Dpayd; of ^dti^jation, iJiiJT 
shall proceed, under the provisions of this law, to build andfur,ni8bonegp^ 
and substantial school-house, containing two rooms, of su&cient (kpaoitj to 
accommodate not less than one hundred and twenty-five pupils eatm, and to 
rent five other rooms for primary ^hools ; «aid primary schools to be opened 
for the reception of pupils by the first of May next ensuing, or as soon tii^re- 
aitief as practicable, and the other schools on or before th^ ^rst of November 
next ensuing. Whenever tlie. board mMr deeijUn^essa^, thi^y shall have 
.imthor^ty to establish otJher primary sdioois ; imd'f^^r the puij^e of defraying 
the expenses of the five primary sdhooR^and the schools to be kept in tihe 
limlding provided for in this sect^oti, for the ^t year after the passfkge of 
this act, the trustees of the corporation^ of the vilb^e of Poi^l^eejiilie shail 
levy and raise the sum of fifteen hutfdt'ed do^ar8. , 

8 6. The tmsteeis of the village of'Poughteepsie are h^elby authorized 
«na required to borrow on the bond of the Ot!)r^ration, at a rate of interieftt 
not exceeding seVen per cent, peir annum, for sudi' a term of fiBeiXB as tlniy 
may deem proper, the sum of three thousand dollars, for the purchase of a 
lite and erection of a school-house, as is provided for in the rareoeding sec- 
tion ; the money loaned to be payable* in equal annual instdments of five 
hundred dollars per annum, after the expiration of the term of years for whi<^ 
it may be borrowed. 



%*i.. It efaafibeibe dutrf of HM-bospd of education to makci io ilte trus- 
ted. o£ the tillage of PotigUceepftie;Tirho shall catiee it to be put}llshed in at 
leaitt twor.paspeHB of the said viUAge^ an aimiial report, on or o^fore the firdt 
-3hM8|dayiiii J^rua^ of eaeti ydar, setting forth the number knd condition of 
each school under their charge, and a detail of all the expenses during tWjm^t 
. TQBr^aitkdtlill' o4;her pardiculavt ralating to the schools: 

§ 8.< In their aonual repoH, the; said board of edneatvin ^all '^tl and dd- 
termincj and certify the amount of money which, when added to the nS^ntejr 
•tmually appofftioned to the said corporation, out of%b6 funds belongini^ to 
4in state, snail be heeessary t6' support all the sebools under their superin- 
t^dence. The said amoimt shall in no ea^e exeeed foUr times the am6unt 
which shall have been apportioned out of the fnnds belonging to the state as 
liforesaid, for the year next prededing. 

';§ 9. On the &^ of: tbeanntnl ehart^* elation 'of said triage, the trtis- 

tees shall state to theeitizens the amount recomniended by the b^ard of ed- 

matioD to be raited for libe support of schools for the ensuing year, and the 

-e^tom may vote the sum reported b^ said bodrd, or any other amount Hbfff 

shall deem proper, not incionsiiitent with the preeeding section. 

§ 10. The -trustees of isaid yillag« shall annualVy^ levy and raise the amount 
of money so voted, at the same time and in the same mmxder as the other 
general taxes of the said village are levied and raised ; and a separate col- 
umn shall be provided in the general assessment rolls of the said village, in 
'Vlucb shall bei inserted by t^e village trustees the amount of tax assessed for 
the support of common schoc^s. 

§ 11. All 'moneys levied ^and raised for the support of common schools, 
'together with the public moneys received from the 6iate,'6hall be paid to the 
treasurer of the vul^e of PougUEeepBie,*:and shall be kept by him in th^ 
jMi&e uttiiB^r as^other moneys of saia vfllage are kept^ d>nd Bh^Il be paid out 
by said treasurer from time to time, upon the resolution of the board of ed- 
uiMtion, d^! certified by the derk thereof, and not other^se. 

§ 12. ' Wlirenever the said board of educadon shall deem an additional 
sehooMiouse necbssaiyi, they shall mention t^e same in their annu4l report, to- 
gether with the location they propose for it, the cost of a lot for the buildiiig, 
a p^aadf the bnilding and an estimate of the cost of it And ihe electors of 
•ike villaeey at'^hOianhnal electiod oi^ t^e fitet lYiesday fsi June for four men^- 
bers of the board of education, as is hereinbefore provided for, shall vote by 
'biidlot'foir^or againa£ fhe erection of said'sohool-house, under sudi regulations 
ion conducting the election as the trustees of the village shall prescribe ; and 
i£ iBhall not be lawful to erect said school-house iffittil a majority of elector^ 
<Totitig at siieh eleetica shall decide in favor' of it ; and the cost of building 
jod furnishing of ^aid 8ohe6l-house shall ia no case ^kceed the snm of -three 
itil01lsind(do^arsl! ' ' , ! ' ' 

> ^ 1 8j Whenever, the electors shall decide in favor of the erection of a^ ad- 
idifeional scho^l-housey it shall be the duty of thfe trusteed- of the^ Villagi^ of 
jPobghkiB0peie %> iborrow on the bond of the Tillage, at a rate of interest not 
exoee^n^ sevien'per cent, per annum, ^e sam of thre^ thousand dollars, Inr 
the erection of said school-house ; but no part of said loan shall be payable 
in a less term than twelve yearsfind fben tpbepayable in equal annual instal- 
ments of five hundred dollars each. And all the loans authorized by this act, 
for the purchase of sites and erection of adiool-hou^es, . shall not e^o^d the 
sum m twelve thousand dollars. ^ 

. f §,Jil., "fhe trustees of said village arcf hereW autliorized \^ raiaeby tax 
upon the reaj. fmd personal property of said village, in the same mtumer at 
|he gpperal taxes of said village are levied and collected, the annual interest 
of the^bo^e mentioned loan or loansy and to pav over the same ^n dischargie 
of auoh i^terestj ; and also in each year in whica an. insjt^lmeiit of the.abQV^ 
jpa^or lo^mA shall become due, to raise, levy, azi4 collect,: in the. same m^Dir 
Qer> » f^ym equal to that instalment, an4 to pay oyer t]ie same JU^ di«ahftcgf 

1 s. .. "^ • 



S^i. Th* uridbowd of «d— riwfc <n,idati*njto *h«yn*w» and drti«i 
prwcribedbjr tluaJtcbilull perCnimdl tlie da^SL tod •Ml hasa swl pM- 
;Hu all di« lights, yiWsn uut watliuritf' ofaonmiWMBaera'trf^aavi^i mala 
jio tba -Mvcrfl towuot lliu atate, -mtutii '■ball so* «uafliat r*itk tka jawfl- 
'Uoui or tbu htw, 

g IS. Tfae said board of educMba dull hava fowr to im tMuh-m^ 
mIhwI or. a^ooliiB aaid.vi lagafo tba matruation otaA- 

oard of adaeatioo, io addititm ta perfiVBiing all tba ^m- 
ra uf Gomnvin t<dia*lB. rliftll raquim thraeof their DuiubM 

a ireek. And rioicr sudi aaastasee t« tha t i— h* 

•B:ii»y beeKpadicat 

. . _ of educatiun ahall make , 
{)raceadiiigs,.widsb&U.^v« tbe entire erotndaad 'noanaKemait of idL the 
foinmiiu ^chcwJ** of tba yillage, and iliB.pnaierty eMBeoted tlxeetritlL 

§ 19. Tbe tsid boanl of edueatkin Aait BuoaaUy aefwrt.to lbs amBBHt- 
MOBsra of tb« town of Poogbkeepaie, tbn nmubtr of childMD onr dte afai 
of fire and uader aixtecD 7«an>. ui said dittriot. 

§ 20. Tbe c<»iimia)<ionera ot Eummoo sobnib of tlie town rrf Pimgfakeep- 
4U ahall pa; aver to tbe tceagurer of xaid Tiliage tba amauot of Ihe potibe 
pWQey tbftt eaid vill^;e is eotitlad to reoeiva from tbe.State. 

g 21. The said buanl of education 9b>ll imre omilrol af tW d&atrict li- 
tear^, sball employ a librnriaii.and ^hall, from Umeto time, mike anahng- 
nlatioaa reepectio); it as thev fhaJI deem neceaaar^. 

§ ^2. TheMt-ricfa.of .t£e board of edueation, detignatad fa; tluB fct, 
tibail be grataUow. and any p^soD elected a member of a^ board who^wU 
refuu)to serve, cball be liable to.apeaiidtyof tvatty-Sve dallara, tobeaoad 
' ' » of thavil!Bge,aad ibemcaMyto beappbad 

The preaent lAneaster school may, with the eMaant «f -tbe troataai 
Hbetwi wid not etiierwfie, lymstitiuU oae of the oommon aefaooU in aaid 
TJlii^t^ wd ajball be oonduatad and aopportad sa dttier aohwiU under dia 
act 

g Si. All preriouH acta relating to aonmicai tti«el» in 1^ villa^ «f 
Foimbketpeie, acn&ietiiig wi^ tkia act, shall be, and «re, hvebf iep«d- 

ei. 

g 36. TbUMtiUlnatUkeeffaetaaleMonirovaabraBigOTitreftfa 
t«pi TQtersof the vilUgtof PaagiAeepaie,*AaBpenalda«tiflBto bacaHal 
Avtliat purnowb; tbe trsatcaa of the Tillage, imtbin Viatj dna after tike 
Mua^ of thia a^t, publie notice «tf nlueh ahall be given m ta the vUlaga 
OjuiBrii, and by handrbiUa, for at least we week biAure bidding the eleetMs. 
Tbn electors shall vote by ballot, the ballots having imtten er printed opM 
.IAlfmtheir«rdB " ftr free •ciMcla,'' er "agaiont fr^ aeheris;', and thadee- 
^oathall be conducted ta tbe traeteas ^ swd village Baaiy pusetibe, sal 
ttMT aballeerti^ theiewlt tbenof;.and If a m^rity <if Ibe aaid ballota 
lipUibe "fi>r free a<4k>oU.* tbuk thin aot diall l«ke affetf iDwiedwldty. 

»OOHEST£B. 

[Oi^ W, lam of IWO, at amt«da bg eluq>.^»,lm!t if ISSi:} 

-By § • of nile n, tToCemmiasionen <rf Common Sdieols are reqi;Br«d to 
ta ammally elected in eadh word, on the first Tueadav in March. 

''For therieellen of oommisnoners of eenjitran M^pola the elector* ofeaA 



for and roodTarad by tie trittteee ol 



1 shall depeait their ballots, oontaining^ name ^one person d^^ifoaud 
m-ihe oCce ; tbe tiro persons faaving the highest nnmbn of votes ahafl hf 
dseJared to be eleeted; no ballot vfaieh oontaips wore than one owna 
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pMiitBaeDt of a sdtsMe penon iirio is aft>el^toi*, afidif appointed !Br a vafdf 
ofvdifltiriDt) wfaais-aFesiaeDtbf tii« w«rd or distrSot for t^hich he shsil be au- 
pointed ; and aiiy ofSeer appdiited to fill a vacancy, if the office is electi^« 
diaUrMdbT viitiietof snofa appointniieiti, onlj until the fiilt Mondly of April 
nesl 8Uco«edingv If an oleetive ofl|eer whose office sha^ have become vacant, ' 
wiftone of a elase, a Miecebsor forthe unexpired term shall be elected at the 
nMrit aasvfli eleHi^oa.^'' 

Bin 3. $z ev^ry person so elee^d or appointed to the office of commi^sioii^ 
eTy amttt^ befoi'e be enterton the duties of his office, and within five days aftef 
beki|^3ioitifie(lt>f anchieieetion or appointment, take the oath of office prescri-' 
bed l^itiie ooiBtitotioii of' the Statie, before some officer authorized to tak^ 
affidsvits to be read Ib teourta of juetice, and fii^ the same with the clerk of 
the city ; and by § 84 his neglect to do so, or if required by the common 
oAtmoil^'to execute -^a official bond or undertaking; the neglect to execute and 
fiUr the aame inr manner and wittmi the tinie prescribed by the common coun- 
c%Bfaatt* be- deenxed « reflilal' to serre. 

HTI.E VIt—SCHOOLS. ANU B0AR1> OF BI>UGATIQN. 

J I 161. rThe several wards of the city of Rochester shall eonstftnte one 
6oi district; for all ptirposes except as herein otherwise provided* and tiie 
schools therein shall be free to all children between the ages of five aifd six- 
teen [twenty one] residing in 8u6h wards. 

8 162. Tha titles of the school bouses, sites* lots, furaxture» books, appara* 
ttiSi a&d appurtenances, and all other school property in this act mentioned^, 
shall, withiA three months from the passage of this act, be transferred and 
conveyed by the trustees of the several school districts ia the^said city, to 
the swd city of Rochester. 

§ 163. Ilie' several school districts now in the city of Rochester 9haU, witfet 
in three months from the passage of this act, deliver over to and plaee in^ the 
cfure of the board of education hereinafter mentioned, all school district re- 
e6r<i^, account books, vouchers, contracts, papers and other school property ; 
and the said school officers of the said city and the several scl^ol districts 
thereof shall continue in office until the unfinished business of said district 
shall have been finally closed up and, settled, not exceeding three months after 
the passage of this act, with all the power and duties now by law imposed up^ 
oft tiieiti Sir the purpose of closing such unfinished business. 

§ 164. The common council of said city may«. upon the recommendatioii of.; 
the board of education hereinafter mentioned, sell any of the school houses^ 
lots or sites, or any other school property now or hereafter belonging to said 
dty, upon such terms as the said common council may deem reasonable. The [ 
proceeas of aU such sales shall be paid to the city treasurer of the city, and 
shaltbe by the said common council again expended in the purchase, repains 
or loiprovements of other- schcxd houses, lots, sites or school iumitore, appara^ 
tus or appurtenances. . , 

g 1 65. The commissioners of common . schools in sind city shall constitute'^ 
a bodrd to be styled Ihe " Board of Education of the city of Rochester," whicb ^ 
shall be a corpoi'ate body in relation to all the ppwe^s and duties confer|:ed 
upon^^bem by virtue of tms act ; they shall meet on tl^e fiirst Monday of each 
and every montlvand as much oftener as they shall from time to time api>oint p 
a mt^britjr of the said board shall constitute a quorum for the transaetion of 
business. The said board shall appoint one of their number president, wha 
shall, when present, predde at all the meetings of said boards and shall have 
poWet^ to call specif meetings of the board, in the manner described by thi^ 
act for the calling of special meetingsnf the common council Jn the a^eiiee 
of Ute president; the board shall appoint some other member to pi-eside at 
such meeting and perform the duties of the president. Ko n&ember of 
■liMbbard of education shall, during the period for which he was elected, be 
appointed to, or be competent to hold any officeof which the emoluments are 
pSpjVtnn the citf treasury, or paid b/ fees directed to be paid by anyt ao^.f^r;^ 
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oidinimce of the board of edoeatMHi, cr be dfreetly or indireetly interettodia 
aav contract, as principal, surety, or otherwise, the ezpeneee or oonudermtieii 
whereof are to be paia under aay ordinance of the board of edncation.^ 

§ 166. The 8aiu commissioners shall aonaaUj appoint a otfy saperiotend- 
ent of common schools, who shall hold his office during the {Measure of the 
board, and whose compensation shall be fixed by the said board ; the said 8«- 
perintendent shall officiate as clerk of the board, and shall keep 0, eceord of 
the proceedings of the board, and perform ^udi other duties as the .board may 
prescribe. The said record or a transcript thereof, certified by the president 
and clerk, shall be received in all courts as prima facie evidence of facts th^ie- 
in set forth ; and such records and all the books, accounts. Touchers and papers 
of said board shall at all times be subject to the inaction of the ocmmon 
council and of any committee thereof. 

§ 167. The conunon council of said city shall have the power, and it shall 
be their duty to raise from time to time, by tax to be levied equally upon all 
the real and personal estate in said city which shall be liable to ta^atiftii for 
the ordinary city taxes or for city or county charg^es, such sum or sums of mon- 
ey as may be necessary or proper for any or all xhe following purposes : 

1. To purchase, lease or improve sites for school houses. 

2. To f>vi^dy purchase, lease, enlarge, improve, alter and repair sehool hous- 
es and Jtheir out-nouses and appurtenances. 

^ 8. To purchase, improve, exchange and repair school apparatus, books, fur- 
niture and appendages, 

4. To procure fuel and defray the contingent expenses of the common 
sdiools. 

0. To pay the wages of teachers due after the application of the public 
moneys which may by law be appropriated and provided for that purpose : 
provided, nevertheless, that the tax to be levied as aforesaid and collected by 
virtue of this act, shall be collected at the same time and in the same manner 
as other city taxes. 

6. And the amoimt to be raised for teachers* wages and contingent expen- 
ses, in any one year, shall not be less than four nor more than ^yq times .the 
amount appropriated to said city from the common school fund of the State 
during the previous year. Nor shall the amount to be raised in any one year, 
to lease, alter, improve and repair school houses and their out-houses and ap- 
purtenances, exceed three thousand dollars. Nor shall the amount to be raUed 
m any one year to purchase and improve sites, and build or enlarge school 
honctes, exceed three thousand five nundred dollars each ; and the common 
council of said city are authorized and directed, when necessary, to raise by 
loan, in anticipation of the taxes, the moneys so to be raised, collected and 
levied as aforesaid. 

§ 168. All moneys to be raised pursuant to the provisions of this act* and 
all school moneys by law appropriated to, or provided for said city, sh^l be 
paid to the city treasurer thereof, w)io, together with their sureties upon his 
official bond, shall be accountable therefor in the same manner as for other 
moneys of said city. The said city treasurer shall be liable to the same penalr 
ties for any official misconduct in relation to the said moneys, as for any simi- 
lar misconduct in relation to other moneys of said city. 

§ 169. The said " board ** shall have power, and it shall be their duly, 

1. To establish and organize in the several wards of said city such and so 
many schools (including the common schools now existing therein) as thej 
shall deem requisite and expedient, and to alter and discontinue the same. 

2. To hire school houses and rooms and improve them as they may deem 
proper. 

8. To alter, enlarge, and improve^and repair school houses and appurtenan- 
ces as they may deem advisable. 

4. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus, fnrmtuie 
and appendages, and to den-ay their contingent expenses. , 

5. To have the custody and safe keeping of the school houses, out-houses, 
fences, books, furniture and appendages, and to see that the ordiiiances of the 
eommon oounncU in relati<m tnereto be obterved. 



i6. ' TQ,<)(«LJ^r^t Vfithf Uoease and employ f^l teachers in faid schools and at 
thei|*ple{^re to remove them. 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers out of the moneys appropriated 
ami provided by law fdr the support of schools in said city, so far as the 
same shall be sufficient, ami the residue thereof from the mopey aut^iori' 
sed to be raited for that purpose by section 167 of this act, by tax upon said 
city. 

8. To defray the necessary contingent expense^ of the board including an 
annual salary to the superintendent 

9. To have in all respects the superintendence, supervision and manage- 
ment of the common schools in said city, and f^om time to time to adopt, alter, 
modifv and repeal, as they may^deem expedient) rules and regulations for their 
organization, government, visitation and instruction, for the reception of pupils 
and their transfer from one school to another, and generally for the promotion 
of their good order, prosperity, and public utility. 

10. Whenever, in the opinion of the board it maybe advisable to sell any 
of the school houses, lots, or sites, or any of theschool property now or here* 
after belonging to the city, to report tlie same to the common council. 

1 1. To prepare and report to the common council such ordinances and re^ 
g^ations as may be necessary or proper for the protection, safe keeping, eare 
and preservation of school houses, lots, and sites and appurtenances,; ^nd all 
the property belonging. to the city connected with, or appertaining to tJbe 
schools,, and to suggest proper penalties for the violation. o( such ordinances 
and regulations ;.'aQid annually on or before the first day of September on each 
year to determine and certify to said common council, the sums in their opin- 
ion necessary or proper to be raised under the 167th section of this act, speci- 
fVing the sums required (for the year, commencing on the first Monday of April 
tnereafter) for each of the purposes therein mentioned and the reasons there- 
for. ; , . 

,13. Between the first day of Januaj^ and the fifteenth day of Jannary in 
each year, to make and transmit to the county clerk or such other officer as 
may be de^gnated by law^ a report in writing, bearing date the first day^ of 
January in &e year of its transmission, and stating : 

1. The numbear of school houses in said city, and an accOimt and descr^ 
tion of all of the common schools kept in said city during the preceding year, 
and the time they have severally been taught 

2. The number of children taught in said schools respectively, and the 
number pf children over the age of five [four] years, and under the age of 
sixteen [21] years residing in said city oathe last day of December previous. 

8. The whole amount of school moneys received by the city treasurer of 
said city during the year preceding, distinguishing the amount received from 
the county treasurer from the city U^ and from any other source. 

4. The manner in which such moneys had been expended, and whether any 
aod what part remains nnei^ended ajnd for itvhat, cause. 

0. The awount of money received for tuition fees from foreign pupils du- 
ring the year, and the amount paid for teachers'' wages in addition to the pub- 
lic moneys, with such other information relating to the common schools of said 
city, as may from tiipe to time be required by the state superintendent of oom- 
1119a schools. 

:g 170. The'Sai(^ board of education shall have power to allow the children 
of persons not resident within the city to attend any of the schools of said 
city under the care and control of said board) upon such terms as said board 
shall by resolution prescribe, fixing the tuition \ffmch. ^all be paid therefor. 

^171. It shall oe the duty of said board m all their expenditures and eon- 
ti;^t3 to have reference to the amount of moneys whiph shall be subject te 
their, order during the then current year, for the particular expenditure in que»« 
tion, and not to exceed that.aano^oti and they shall a^ly the moneys levied, 
raised and receii^ fay them for the support of ppmmon schools in said city, in 



stiid)f«inimif«ra3'«b^ 8e«tiiv«i|mid«da«all^ ttdyfttill^iffO'i^llid^^ cb^- 
r^n of said city over five andunder sixteen [21] j^&i^ of age, bf etfAiidX&ag ti^' 
al^toolii '' ill each distnet azi e^iuil perioi! as n^ftr as- m^j he, 

§ 172. The said board of commissioners shall be trustees of -the s^oof ^ 
htkry or libfaries in said city, and nil the provisions of the larw -wWch nor^a^ 
at hei^after may be passed relative to disfeiict school librar^s dlall apply td 
the said commissioners. They shall also be vested with the same discretion 
ai^io the disposition of the moneys approtitiated by any laws of this State 
for the pm-cliase of libraries which is therein conferred upon thd inhabfttants 
of school districts. It shall be their doty toprovidei for Ae' safe- keepingjof 
the libraries. ^ The city superintendent shall be the general fibrarian. The 
bovrd shall also appoint a librarian fiyt eaehsehool, to have the care of the books' 
and to superintend the letting out and return thereof. Hie several sehoel 
librarians shall from time to time inlbittithe general filn^ia'ifiin of ^e state tOKt 
condition of their libraries, and the sidd h(aid or the general ^libriariain mtiei' 
th^ direction or by resofution of the sasel bdatrd, may m^e all purchases of 
bo^» for the libraries, and provide for their eqnits^le distribution among^the 
schools, and exdiange or cause to be repaired, the damaged bb^kib belonging 
thca-eto, and also to sell any^ book^ wMch mny be deemed useless, und apply 
the proceeds to the purdiase of other books fdr said libraries. 

§ 178. It shill be the duty of the said board, at letet^ twenty days' be^^ 
fbre the annual election for comttnissioners in each yeai^; to prepare anil' 
report to the common council true and correct statemettte of the receipts 
oftd disbursements of money under and in pursuahee of t^ proirlslons of ifei* 
act, during the preceding year, in ^hlfeh aeeount diall be sliRted under appi^a^ 
pHate heads, 

1. The moneys taie^ed by the conmion couutcil under the le'Tth seetidft of 
^eaet : 

2. The school moneys received by the city treasurer oi the city : 

Si The moneys received bf the commn^ cotmcil imderthe' IV7tM- sectien 
of this act: 

4. All other mottefs received by the city t^ea^urer silbj^t W the ofder nf = 
the board specifying the sftme arid sotfrtJes.t 

6i l*he manner in winch such sums of money shall^hAv^beefrexpeftded, speci- 
fyhSj^ the amount paid under each head of erpendi*nrei And the commfdH- 
council shall, ten days before su^h election; Cau^e the satiate be publidliJbditi' 
st> least two of the newspapers publiAed iri said citr. 

§>174; Thecommon council of the said city shall hate t}^ pdwer to pttt* 
sndh'ordinances and regulations as the sard board of education may report 
ae ifeoessar]^ and proper for the protection,' safe keeping, cai^eand preserva* 
tk)B>of the sdiool houses, Ibts, site% appurtenances and appending, litM^ariesL 
and all nece^isaay property beloi^ing to or cdflnedted withthe schbefe in saM 
cSI^,andto impose proper pemifUies^ for the- violation thereof,- snfijeet to the 
restrictions and limitatidns contaihed in tMs act ; and all siieh pel^^e^ «hb& 
beeoUeettel in theisftme" manner that the penalties for the vidatidn of- the dky 
ofdteanoe* are by law collected, and ' when eoBected shall be'pifidto'the city 
tipeasiUher of the city, arid be 'subject' td the orde* of the board of educataem itf 
the eame manner as other motteys raised pur^ant to thi* aet* 

§ 175. It shall be the duty of the common council, within mteetr dayrfirf^' 
til* tee^vft^ the certificate of the commissioners required by the 169th'sectiJ6n 
df^^ act, of the sums necessary or proper td be raised uMer the 167th lieo^ 
^Cfti* ^ this act, to determine and certiVy to said "board of education thfe amburit' 




ij^ between the amount tb be ratAedfor teachers* wages and contingent expfett^ 
rt#,'ai4^»the amotmfrttf be raised f6r the repair ■ of sfehbol houses, which amotiiNsi* 
aMl ble snli^t to the disposal of the bbard of education. 

§ ' 17^. AU the moneys required td be raided hf virtue of tMs aet or r** 
oeived by the said citj for or on acooont of the common school shall be de« 
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iKwaited for the safe keeping tliereof with the ieity tt-easurei^ ef skid city to the 
<a:e*litof .said board of education^ and shall be drawn out in pursuance of n r*- 
solution (»r resolutions of said board bj drafts drawn by the president an4 
coiuitei signed, by tlie clei'k of said board, payable to the order of the persott 
or persons entitled to I'eceivesuch moneys, and said city treasurer shall keep* 
the fiinds autliorized by this title to be received by him separate and distinct 
from arty otlier fund whicli he is or may by law be authorized to receive. 

g 177. The real and personal estate in each of the 8ch(K»l districts, num- 
bers foartcen and sixteen, as at present existing shall be assessed toward de- 
fraying the expense of building a school house in each of ^aid districts re- 
Bpectively as follows : Number fourteen, a sum not exceeding two thousand 
dollars, and number sixteen a siun not exceeding one thousand dollars, and 
the balance, which may be found necessary to complete the school houses i» 
Raid di-^tricts ftmrteen and sjxteeu, respectively, ehail be paid out of moneyi 
authorized to be rai«ed by section 167 of this act, to build and enkrge schogi 
houses. 

§ 178, The swd boai'd of education shall have power to establish and 
cause Ut be kept, sucli number of sohtMils in said city for the instruction of 
colored children, &s they shall deem expedient 

§ 179. The said board of education shall possess all the power and be 
subject to all the duties and respitnsibilities of trustees of common schools is 
the towns, in respect to the school mentioned in the last preceding section, M 
far as the same are applicable ; and shall pay the compensation of the teachert - 
of ihe haid schools, au«l all the other expenses thereof, oiit of the moneys rait- 
ed by tax under lliis act, for the support of comnnm schools ; and until suck 
schools for the instruction of colore<l children shall be so provided, it shall bo^ 
be lawful to impose any tax upon 'he property of any colored person in said 
city, fi>r the suppt)rt of common schools. 

§ IHO. Whenever the said b(>ard of education shall determine to establi^ 
any schools for t-he instruction of colored children, they shall divide the said 
ci^y into convenient districts for, the accommodation of sudi children, and 
enter ihe boundaries thereof on their records ; they slutUmake an estimate of 
the ex]>euse of erecting a suitable school house in each of said districts, and 
determine the sites thereof respectively, and report all their domgs under this ■ 
section, to the common council. 

^ Itil, The commmi ooiuicil shall have power to raise by general tax, ui 
the manner, hereinbefore provided, and on a flep&rate warrant, such sum a* 
fih.ill be necess}U*y to build a school lK>use in each of the said districts, or in at 
many of them as tliey may deem expedient, not exceeding in the a^regate 
the sum of Hve thousand dollars, or tlie said cc»muon council may refuse tt 
raise such tax. 

g 182. In cape the common council shall refuse to raise such tax, the sikl 
board of educiition sliall have power to provide, and lease suitable rooms or 
buildings for the acconunodation of such schools, or either of them ; but tbs 
annual expenditure for this purpose shall not exceed * the stun of five hundred 
dollars. 

§ 183. It shall be the duty of the trustees of the Rochester Collegiate I»^- 
stiiute to make the reports and returns which by law they are requited tm 
make, as trustees of a school district, to tlie s^d board of education. 

SALEM. 

[Laws of 1851. Chap. 206.] 

§ 88. The board of trustees [of the village of Salem] aforesaid, shall with* 
in twenty days after the passage of this act, appoint six comm ssioners of 
scly ols. lliepersons so appointed, shall, widiin hve days after their app<>ini4 
meiit, take the path of onice prescribotl by the constitution of jbhi^. 0tatcfuf 
state othcers, ancl iile the same with the cleik. 

23 



388 

• g St. The board of trostees shall divide the said commis^iQaere intp three 
dasBies, to be denominated first, eeoond and third, and ehail designate to wliidr 
class eaeh person so appointed shall belong. The term of office of the first 
dasB shall exjpire on the last Monday in April next thereafter ; of the second 
IB one year ; and the third, two years from the said last Monday in AprU. 

' g 90. Hiere shall be elected, at the next annual election thereafter, two 
eommiflsioners of schools, and each year thereafter the like number, to supply 
the places of those whose term is about to es^ire : sudi person so appointed 
orelected as aforesaid, shall hold their offices till successors shall oe duly 
elected and qualified, and the term of office shall be two years, except when 
elected or appointed to fill a raoaiicy. 

'3 91. The board of trustees may make appointments to fill vacancies, 
^ich may occur from any cause oth^ than the expiration of the term of office 
of those deoted. The C(»nniis8kniers so appointed shall hold their offices for 
the unexpired term of those, to suf^ly whose places they are appointed. 

§ 92. The president of the board of trustees, together with the said com-^ 
missioners, shall constitute a board to be styled ** The Board of Education of 
the village of Salem,^ and shall be a corporate body in relation to all the 
powers and duties conferred or imposed by law. In the absence of said presi- 
dent, such board may appoint one of their number to preside. A majority ef 
s«ch beard shall be a quorum. No member of such ooard shall receive any 
e«npensation for his services. The derk of said vMlage shall be clerk of said 
beard. 

§ 93. The clerk of said board of education sh^ keep a record of the pro- 
ee^Dgs thereof, and perform such other duties as the board may prescribe ; 
sildi record or a ta'anscript thereof certified by such derk under the seal of the , 
sHid board, ski^l be nresumpUve evidence of the facts therein set forth ; and 
such record, and all tne books, accounts and proceedings of said board, shall 
h9 subject to the inspection of said board of iTustees, and of any cpminittee 
thereof Such clerk shall also perform all the duties, and shall be vested witJi 
aH the powers conferred or knposed by law on elerka of school districts in 
t€rwns, so far as such laws maybe applicable and can be applied to such vil- 
lage, and are not incon^tent with tms act. He may appoint a deputy, wha 
. sWl be vested with the same powers. 

§^ 94. The board of trustees aforesaid shall have power, and it shall be 
their duty, to raise from time to lame by tax upon the ta^mHe property and 
persons in such village, wMoh shall be liaWe to taxation for county purposes ,r 
inMddition to the amount now or hereafter to be provided bylaw for common- 
schools in said village, such sums as may be determined and certified by said 
b«ard of education to be necessary for any or aU of the following purposes ; 

1. To purchase, lease, or improve sites for school houses and appurtena^^ 
e^ 

2. To build, purchase, lease, enlarge, alter, improve and repair school 
hfnses, and thdr out houses, and appurtenances. 

'3. To purchase, exchange, improve and repahr school apparatus, booksr 
maps and charts, furniture and appendages ; provided, however, th^t class or 
text books shall not be fumishea for any scholars whose parent or guardiao 
shall be able to furnish the same. 

4. To procure fuel and defray the contingent expenses of schools and of 
the school library. 

6. To pay teachers' wages. 

6. To pay charges or expenses incunred by law or necessary to earrf 
this act into effect, or to refund loans contracted by law, and to pay the inter- 
est thereon, or to pay such sums as shall be required to fulfil any contract du' 
ly made under the provisions of this act. 

g 95. The board of trustees shall cause the amount of such ?chopl tax to- 
be added in a separate cdumn, to the assessment roll for ordinary taxes m 
sdd village ; and they shall cause the same to be assessed, levied and collect- 
e#.at the same time and by the same warrant, and in the same maimer wii 
tht tales raised lor village pmpoB^ as alevesaidv ' ' ^ 
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. ATI moneys raised tor school purposes in said village and all belong^iu^ 
tBereto, payable from other sources, shall be paid to the treasurer of said viC" 
lagc. who together with the sureties on hi:^ official bond, shall be accountable ' 
thereft)r, in the same manner as for oth^r moneys of the said village. The 
treasurer shall also be liable to the same penalties for any official misconduct 
in relation to such moneys, as for any similar misconduct in relation to other, 
moneys of said village. 

§ 97. The treasurer shall keep a separate account of all moneys in his 
hfods or received fur school purposes, to be called the " school fund." Na 
payment shall be msde out of that fund, except upon orders duly drawn ia pur- 
suance of a resolution of said board of education, and certified by the clerk, and* 
coimtersigned by the president of said board. The treasurer shall in his an- 
nual report, state fully the account of all receipts and disbursements from that ' 
fund during the year, and the balance, if any, in his hands. His account as 
to the school fund shall be examined by the board of education, annually,, 
'mho shall report thereon to the trustees. 

§ 98. The said board of edueation shall have power, and it shall be theif 
duty : 

1. To establish and organize such and so many schools in aaid village, ii»^- 
eliding the common schools therein, ^i tliey shall deem requisite and expedi- 
ent, and to alter and dlacunUnue or change and consolidate the same. > 

2. tTo purchase or hire school houses^ ainl rooms and lots or sites for school 
hpuses, and to fence, improve and repair them as they shall judge expedieat. 

8. Upon such sites or lots, or upon any lots owned by ^d village, to build^ ^ 
enlarge, alter, improve and repair school houses, out houses and appurtenan- 
ces, as they may deem advi^sable. 

4. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus;, bcioke . 
fot indigent pupils and forSae sch<K)l library, to provide fuel and lights, fv^r- , 
niiure and appendages for the schools, and defray their contingent expense?, 
and the expenses of library. 

6. To have the custody and safe-keepmg of the school-houses and all tl^e-^ 
school property atoresaid, and to see tha^ the ordinances of the board o 
trustees in regard thereto be observed, and to repoii; to them any violation 
thereof. 

6. To contract with, examine, license and employ all teachers in the Fchools 
either high or commcm, and in all branches or departments thereof, and at ' 
their pleasiure to remove them. 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers out of the school moneys which. 
shall be appropriated and provided by the said village, so far as the same 
shall be sufficient, and the residue thereof from the money authorized to Jbe. 
raised by this act by tax as aforesaid. ^ ^ 

5. JPo defray the , necessary contingient expenses of the board of eduea- 
tioh, provided that the account of such expenses shall be first audited and 
allowed by the board of trustees, 

B. To nave, in aU respects, the superintendence, supervision and manage- , 
meet of the schools aforesaid, to adopt, alter, modify and repeal, as they may 
deem expedient, rules and regulations for their organization, government and 
inatruetion, for Uie reception of pupils and their transfer from one school to an- 
other, and generally for their good order, prosperity and public utility. 

iO. Whenever, in the opinion of the board of education, it may be advi- 
sahleto sell any of the school-houses, lots or sites, to report the dame to the 
board of trustees. 

11. To prepare and report to the board of trustees such ordinances and 
regulations as may be necessary and propff for the protection, safe-keeping 
caro and preservation of property held for school purposes, and to suggest 
proper penalties for the violation thereof ; and annually to determine and > 
cei^ify to said board the sums, in then* opinion, necessary to be raised for the 
§e^*€eal school purposes specified in this act. 
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12. To provide for the payment to any adjoining school district, or any 
person or per.-ons t-ntitled thereto, of any 6\ira on account of sodi perst^n. oi?' 
•r any part of said district beinj? or having been included ox connected with 
territoi;y not now included in said village. 

18. Between the first day of July and the first day of Auji^ust in ea^ 
rear, to make and file with the cutity clerk and with the clerk of saiU vil* 
lage, a report in writing, beaiiug date the first day of July in such 3?eai-, and 
stating : ' 

1. An account and description of all tlie schools kept in said village 
during the preceding year, and the time they haVe severally been 
taught 

2 The number of children taught in said school respective y, and designat- 
ing the number ovej five and umler sixteen years of age, residing in said 
village on the first day of January in said year. 

3. ThQ whole amount of school moneys received by the treasurer of 
eaid village during tlie jear preceding, designating tJieanioimt received from 
the county treasurer, from the village collector and from other sources, speci- 
fying the same. 

4. The manner in which such moneys have been expended, and whether 
any part remained unexpended with the amount and cause thereof. , 

5. The amount of moneys received for tuition fees from foreign pupils or 
ethers during the year ; the amount paid for teachers' wages in the iiggr^- 
gAte, and the amount over and above the public motieys, together Tfriih'sudi 
other facts as relate to common schools as is required by hiw to be reported 
by town superintendents, or as said board of trustees thall deem neces- 
•ary. 

14. To establish, organize and maintain in said village, whenever in their 
opinion it shall be necessary a union or consolidated school, composed of ' 
primary and secoudarv ^ehu«lls and a high school, on such plan and undar 
such discipline and manageiuent as they shall deem advisable ; and in such 
ease to j)rescril>e the conr^^e ol studies therein, and b6 arrange and regulate 
the system of instrueti^n in each of naid schtMds, that the transfer of pupils 
shall thereafter be from she primary, directly into the secondary and thence 
into the high sch(M»l «.r otheiwise ns they shall deem advisable. And for the 
purposes afore- aid, said board ishall be vested with all the |K)wers and charg- 
ed with all the duties and liabilities above specified in regard to schools 
Ifenerally. 

And said board may orgsmize and maintain primary, secomlary or hrgh 
schools, or either of them in, or Ciiuse tlie same to be taught in connectioor 
with the Wa: liington academy on such terms and concKtions, and for sudi' 
time not exe^'diug ten years as shall be deemed expedient by and' between 
said board of eduQutVMi and the trustees of such academy ; such management 
shay, if n»a<le, be by contract duly executed by said parties, but no such 
. eontract shall be made without the a^ent of the lx»ard of 'trtistees i»f said ■ 
village ; an* I in sucli case ^aid board of education are vested with power ttt 
make such rules and regulations as they shall see fit as to the age or degree ' 
of scholar&hip required to enter said several departments, the compensation 
and j3ayment therefor and other tenns thereof, and the time uf'eontinuance 
thereiu. 

§ 99. Such Ixmrd of education shall have a standing committee, cont^isting 
of not less than three meuibcrs, whose duty it shaU 5* to visit said ^.b«>oia,i • 
and each department thereof, as often as twice every term, and ta makeirev. 
port iu writing to syid lM)ard in re^iard thereto. . , . r r .- 

^ l'»0. Tlie said bonrd (.f educatj|n may permit children of persons- npt . 
resident within i-aid villau*-, to attend said schools on suih ternus as,tUey«hai£ 
prekjiil»e; and s:dd lK)}ird may. iu the mune of said village, sue for and rer,. , 
cover of ihe f^ither i»r mother, ma^^ter or mietress, or other person under whose, ' 
eharge sudi cJiild or difldruu may be, all sijch sums as shall be Bpiprescrifcei)*..^ 
with coHts of suit 
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S 101. The booril of oilucatJon alutll be tru<itees nf Ihe ili-trict librarj or 
llwutie* ID sniil %'ilbi^e. All tbu sruvi^iiioe of law vLicb now arti or 
hereaftur may be pnssed. relatliitc to 8ilhiN>1 Uliirict liliniries. pliall apply M 
the nnki niiiimi^sir>iiera and biiaril of «UucatH>a, mi Iot la ibe same &r<- uppli' 
cable aiid cno lie appliui], Hod are not iiicon-i stent wiih (hiii act, in the xauu 
mniiuer a.-> if tliey were truEte<<i of a schuul dutiicl ciapusud of ilu: said vif- 
hgts. Tlie/ sIjhII be veated with the dlscretimt ai t<> the dUposition of libra- 
ly moneys, which in b^ Law coiifermd upuii the iuhabitatits or schuul districts 
•nd iliey may cou«olidaTc tlie said libraries, or digpuseiif parta thereof, aa 
deemed l>e>^t It shall be tlieir ditty to pruviile a libi-ary room or roumi^ 
ta<i the Qece<»inry furniture tliercfor. apiKiint h tibrariui. make alt purclia-i«« 
of boejks, exchange or cause to be rppaired all ilaiiiiiged bo-iks, aail aetl thiiM 
deemed useltae or of an improper character, and apply the proceeds to Che 
purchase of others. ' 

g 102. No trustee of aajd village or tuamber »f said board of eduoatina 
HiM be a oontraqtor or b« in[er«Btiid ia aay ourltiitct l>r building or mnking 
any eiactiun* or iepair>i aathorizi-d by this uct. or fami^iing materials tbera- 
^. All contrauC^ made in Yiolation hereof iJiall b« void, to Sai at aay bun- 
afit muiy be realised 'herefrom by the Defender, and kucIi person shall forfeit 
tOFoid villa^ lifty dollaxii. Ui be reouvb'ed by them before aay oourt hAviny 
cognizance of the eaiue. wich amis. 

S 1 OS. The bnant of trnsteea of said village mar pa<>a such ordinances 
■Bd rrguhitiuna aa ihcy may deem newamry, or as SuBtl be reported by said 
tNMnl iif education, for the protection, safe keepinj, care and maintenance of 
lh« i<fho,>l-hoii«e or other property connected with the schonla or property 
held or occupied or need for school purposM, and to impose penalties for tm 
violation thereof, mibject to the restnijtioas contained in (his act ; and al 
■neh penalties phall be cnlleeted in die Fame mnniier ax other penalties iot- 
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by said board, and when collected shall be paid to the tre^su 
creillt of the school fund, and be subject to the order of the board of eduea- 
tlon. 

1 04. Whenever the eaid board of ednattioD shall report to the truitee* 
that it is advisable to sell any of the school property as aforeaaid. the said 
trustee* shall sell the same bh anon as may be. and upon such term? aa said 
trnnsm shall deem best. The proceeds of all such titles shall be paid to tb* 
'a the ereditr of the selraol fund. 



g 105. The title of the school house and other school proj>ertj aforesaid, 
ihall be vested in the trustees of the village of ^ali 
nsed.or kept for use for school purposes, «hatl not Ix 
tue of any prJcess, or be subject Ui laiatioo for an 
same be incumbered or in any way disposed uf, exc< 
tfit The said vilWe, in its corporate opacity, maj 
any reiU or personal ertate, traiiAferred to it by gift 
He or benefit of eaid schools, or any of them, and i 
ti^sferred, given,Ki'ant«d.or,devised in terms toss 
Rtyle. or by any other deii^^nttion. or to aiiy other d< 
•on or perdons, or body, or otberwiae, for the use Or 
either uf them. 

i § 103.. The town superintendent of eonimiQanstiheolsaf the town of &tr 
Um. iu makio:; the apaortirmment of school or libtiwy moneys among tlU 
•averal diftricts in sanl town, sludl allot to said village such suoa u shall b* 
its proportion of auch moneys, oansidering such village as a regular scho«l 
district of said t<iwn. and the mport of the board of mlucatiui as the report 
of its trustees. Such superintaDoeut sh41 allot to said vUlage, in the appoi:- 
tkMuneDtto bp uadewi the tirst Tueethtyjlf ApriL ISSl, such sum as school 
disirieta niuubar eleven and twelve in said town would be entitled to^ had 
•aid village not been onnsolidaled ialo one dietriet AH auma allotted a* 
«for«aud shall ba paid by aaid auperiDteodoit to ibft U * -"■-■ -" 
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iage. to the rredit of the school fund afii-efuil. st Ihe pmne tim« And in ihe 
Hjne manner ns (i> tnigtcel' uf cclniol di>4ricte in R>i>d tovn. 

§ 107. Said biiard of ediicaiiim ehall betweau the first and fifteenth (tf 
January in ench year, make and tran-iniil a repurt in writing to the (own 
■upenutenilnit of commnii pehonU of ihe tovn of Salem, bearing dale oa 
die firwt drty of January in puch year, and containing a utatement of the name 
and age of rach child revidinj; in the paid village. <hi the last d»y of Deeem- 
ber previiias to the date of said report, over the a«e ol Ave, and under that 
of siiteeD year? uf age. except IndiHU children otherri'e pmricletl fur br 
tw ; and Ihe names uf the jiarents or other persons with ^ii>ni such chit- 
dreo Khalt re^^nertiveiy reside, and the number of cliildren residio); vith each, 
fluch report fhall he the only rep'Tt required t« be niaile in order to enlilla 
nich nllotnient as required in the laat tectii-a Said erhools in >-aid vill^ige, 
•od «Hid board of education, slialt not in any other respect be bound to report 
to Faid superintendent ; niir shall such HShuote, or tlie leuchers thereof, be iB 
anvviiie under his ci>nlr»l or sapervb-ion. 

'g HIS. In case «aid board of education dudi contract with the trustees «t 
tba Wiv-bitnitoD academy as aulhoriied in U>ia act, tbej are farther enipow- 
«rtHl ti) lease from Kaid trustees the academy buildii^ and grounds adjacenti 
or coDt»act for the joint or several occitpntios of the same. <ir to much ther»- 
•f. or surfa privileges therein, or appertaiung IlKret'-, on Hucb rmditions and 
for such time not exceeding two years, as they shall deem advisable. And 
they may pay in advance tu such irusteee such gruM suiii for the rent there- 
of, fur such term as being calculated with A proper rebate fur the advtmM 
ptyment shall be deemed by aaid board. n<> mure than a fair etnivalent for 
tfaeueeand occup>itii<D thereof fur the purposes required imder this aui 
And such aum aa phall be necessary for tlie purpi»es aforesaid, not eioeediuC 
•ue thousand dollars, may be loaned hj the ccrniBtrolIer l« said villi^ oittij 
any moneys belonging to the common ndiool fund, on receifitig from the board 
jfS trustees of said village, tlie bond of said village tJterCfor. payable is fiif 
equal paymei^te with annual interuet. The moneys received thereon shall ha 



d fhall be drawn ol 



tion, without the previous assent of the board of trustees of said village, b 

fjuto paid loan shall be maile, paid trui'tees shall annually raise during eai^l 

of said five jears, by tax in the (ame mannar. and at'ihe ssme Ume asotlttr 

leh sum as overand above (be expenses of coUee- 

instalmtnts, so to grow due on such loan, wi^ tlie 

eai<e or agreement made or executed by said board 
steea of (he Washingt'in acaitemy under the pro- 
vacated, modified or renewed by the prlies afore- 
nt of the hoard uf trustees of said village ; provi- 
lall be, made for a term exceeding ten years at any 

y, real ^nd personal, belonging to ttie disMcti. 
:, ^hall be and is hereby transferred to and vested 
ige of Salem for school pnrposes; and tliej arf 
aifthuriied to take tbe same into their popsession, and hold, use and occupy 
-the Bfnae, and exerdse Ui« same powers in r^rd' thweto, as if they had 
jmrchased the same for rehool purposes under 'this act; and the present ttW- 
tees and uffieets nf said dhlricts are hereby reqirired to deliver possession 
ttereof; and of -alt books, paper* and vouchers coonected thereinlh t* eitill 
board, and said board may sue for and recover the same with costs <if' etiU 
Af any person having the same or Aiy part thereof 

Jill. All debts and legal linbiMties of sud school diMt{efc-ltunrt>c¥t>)e*(^ 
twelve, shall be audited, paid, salAsaedahddSaHidr^'by'SftidVAfdtf . 
education out of the schoW fimd: ' ' 
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§ 112. Each and every of the schools estitblished or maia^^ti^d tinder 
this act, shall be free to the children of all residents of said vill^e^ pro7» 
ded however, that said board of education may cause the tuition fde to bf 
charji^ed and collected of the father or mother, master or mistress, or othet 
person (in -whose charge'suoh pupil may be) residing in said village, of any 
ptipil over sixteen years of a^e, or who nhall pursue studie-s which said boarij 
shall deem should not be tiution free. For the pin'pose of collecting such 
fees, such board shall by genta'al rules provide for the keeping of proper re^ 
tsters, in which shall be entered the name of every such pupil, and his father 
or mother, master or mistress, or other person in whose charge sucSi pupil may 
be, the length of time such pupil shall attend such school, and tne tuition 
fee chargeable therefor. Immediately previous to tiie issuing of the warraal 
for the eollectioA of the annual village tax, sftid board of education shall 
«ause to be presented to the board of trastees, an abstract from sudi registem 
oontaining a statement of naU^es of every such father or mother, master or 
mistress, or other person residing in such village, from whom any sum o^ 
Amount was due for such tuition fees, at the close of the term previous to 
the presentation of such lists. The aimuiil tax list shall contain a column 
heacled " tuition fees,'* in whieh shall b** entered opposite the name of sueft 
person the amount so returned as afore-aid, which sum shall be included ia 
the f^^egate column to be collected un^ler such warrant ; and the same pro» 
feedings shall be had for the collection thereof as for oUier village taxes ( 
aqd wlien collected the same shall be paid to the treasurer, to the credit c4 
the school fund ; but such return so made sliall not include the name of any 
person who ehall, in the opinion of the board, be in indigent cireumstances-; 
«nj person speciBed in such return may at any time before the collection of 
•aid tuition fee, apply to said board of education for a r^i^snon of the samd^ 
■and if said board shall deem proper, they may by reKohition duly passeA 
wemit the same in whole or in piart, and the clerk shall certify such remift^on 
to the collector, and no further proeee<]ings shall be had for the oolleotir>n of 
the sum so remitted. > 

§113. Notiiiag in this act contained shall prevent the trustees of th« 
Washing^ton academy frpm reo^viog from the regents of the uniTersity anji 
flam or aUowaaee, for pupils pursuing da'^iclil studies therein, or for orgiift« 
^ng and maintaining a teflchers' department therein. Add any pupil in atf]^ ■ 
of the departments organized in said academy under the provisions of thkt 
4et) puramng sueh. clasaieal studies a^ Are Required by the regents aforOsaid, 
in order to be entitled to, an allowance, and being of s'uffieient age, shall bo 
t»cluded Id tho r^turtiS of said trustees to ^d regents, and t£sy shall bt 
^titled to the aamd allowance for such pupil or pupils as for other dassiedl 
pupils heretofore. < „ ' 

SCHENECTADY. 

: [Latot of 1829, Ohap. 824.] 

• >^ 
§ 1. The amount of monies allowed to the city of Schenectady, by the 

-Inperintendent of common schools, shall be apportiotied by the ti^easurer of 

Se county of Schenectady, beiween the Schenectf^y Xiaucaater ac^iool socier. 
^ , add such common school districts and pai'ts of districts as now are or here* 
after inay be organized without the bounds of the compact part of city of^ 
Schenectady, cabled the police ;, anc^ in a ratio proportioned to the number 
of children over the age of 0ve and under sixteen [21] years within such com- 
pact part, and the number of such children in such districts and parts of dis* 
fcicts respectively, without such compact part. 

§ 2. The treasurer of the county of ?^cheneetady ^all pay the amount 

thus apportioned to the Schenectady Lancaster school society, to its treasu^* 

•«r, for the use of 'said society, and the amount thus apportioned to sudi 

«chool districts and parts of districts, to the commissioners of eommoa 

diiools for the several wards of the city of Schenectady. 
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§ 8. The commfesMmere of commoii gchoola fnr the pevera! wardn of t'le 
id city, shall distribute and pay to tlie tru»«tee8 of such ^ch(KJl dintrictn and 

rrts of districts, the amouut soVeceived by them from the county trea^^urer, 
proportion to the immber of children residing in each, over the age of five 
and under that of sixteen [twenty-one.] years', as the same shall have ap- 
peared from the last annual report of tneir respective trustees. 

§ 4. The asseswirs of ihe several wards of the city of Scht»nectady, shall 
wrerj year in their respective wards, take a census of the children betwoeq 
the ages of live and sixteen [twenty-one,! years, re-Hding within the cohipact 
pnrt of said city, and fhall between the first day of May and the first da/ 
•f October, in each year, make nnd transmit a report of the same to thd 
iierk of the county of Schenectady. 

§ 6. Tlie reports required by law to be made by the trustees of the com- 
Bon school districts Hod parts of districts, without the bounds of the compact 

rt of the city of Schenectaflv, to the commissioners of common sclioola; 
the several wards of the said city, shall be verified by the affidavit of 
Ihe said trustees. 

§ 6. The monies received by the treas.urer of the county of Schenectady, 
lpi»m taxes collected in said city, under the laws relative to common schawls, 
•ball be ftpp<irtiooed bv him between such common school districts and parts 
•f districta, without toe bounds of the compact part of said city, and the 
Bcheneetady Lancaster schtM)! society, in the ratio proportb»ned to the 
ftmouot of the assessments of the real and personal estates of the taxable 
kihabitaiits residing in such districts and parts of distriets, and the assess- 
ments of all real estate situate therein ana owned by persons residing out of 
tuch diatriote and parts of distriets, and the amounts of the assessments of 
the real and personal estates of all the taxable inhabitants of the city, after 
ieduoting thereout the aggregate of the a<(serisments last mentioned. 

§ 7. The treasurer of the eounty of Schenectady shall pay the amount 
apportioned by virtue of the last preceding sections to the Schenectady Lan- 
caster school society, to its treasurer, for the use of said society, and the 
amount apportioned under said sections to such scllool districts and parts of 
4i<trict8, to the commissioners of common schools for the several wards of 
•ad city, which amount so paid to the said commissioners sh^ be di^trib- 
«t^ and pmd by them in the manner provided in the third section of thi* 
aet. 

§ 8. To enable the treasurer of said eounty to make the apportionment 
required bv the sixth section of this act, the assessors of the several 
wards of the city of Schenectady shall annually, within the time limited itt 
Ae fourth seetion of this act, ior takine the census therein mentioned, make 
•ut and deliver to the treasurer of said county, an abstract from the- assess- 
ment rolls of their respective wards, containing the names and the amounts 
•f the assessments . of the real and personal estates of ^ach of the taxable 
inhabitants residing in the said school districts or parts of districts, together 
with the ainount of the assessments of all real estate situate therein, and 
ewned by persons residing out of such districts or parts of districts. 

§ 161. fRev. St. Chap. 16, Art. 1, Title 2, Part 1] The commissioners of 
schools of the city, shall divide that portion of the territory of the first and 
second wards of the city, not comprised within the bounds of the police, into 
•uch number of school districts as they may deem convenient, and may al- 
tfer and regulate such districts according to the provisions of this title, and 
the provi^*fon<^ of this title shall apply to all districts so established. 

§ 162. [Ditto.] It shall be the'duty of the trustees of the Lancaster 
school society to make an annual report to the superintendent of common^ 
schools, in such form as shall be prescribed by him, of the state and CDudi- 
tion of the schools lor whose benefit the school moneys shall have been an^^ 
plied. ^ ^ 
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[Laws of 1839. Chap. 222.T 

§ 14. It phall be lawful fur the trustee^* of the Lancaster f«cH«>oI society 
in tlie city of Schenectady, to cau^e to be tmiglit in any school or schooU e»- 
tab! i heel by them or- placed under their chari^ by the may<»r, recorder and 
aldermeu of said city> within the butinds of the police of said city, all such 
brsuiched of education as may by law be taught in any common sclxud in thift 
8t!ir« ; and that for teaching any such brancbe-t of education, it shMll be law^ 
fui f«»i- said trustee)* to adopt such mode of instruction a^s shall seem to them 
best adapted to attain (he end of rendering the benefits resulting from th« 
school fund mure extensively useful and beueticial to the inhabitants of said 
dty. 

§ . 5. It shall be lawful for the oommon council of the city of Schenec- 
tady to expend, annually, any sum not excee tin-^ 6ve hundred dollars forthe 
purposes vf common schouls and educiiti<m generally throughout the city; 
and the said common council, for such purpose^ may annually cause to be 
jraised, by tax, any fum uotexceedhig live hundred (l(»llftr8, in the same man- 
ner as the taxes fgr repairing highways and supporting the poor are raised in 
and by the twenty seventh section of the act t-ntititled, ** An Act relative t6 
the city of Schenectady/' passed April 29th, 183S. 

SENEGA. 

. [Laws of 1844. Cha^ 176,] 

§ 1. It shall be lawful for the trustee^ of school district number one, in 
the town of Seneca, in tlie c(mnty of Ontario, at the next annual, meeting 6t 
the district after the pciasageof this act, to submit for the coD^iderati«»n of 
aneh meeting, a propositum, graduating the rates of tuition to be paid by 
8c1k>1 ir.i attending the different departments into which such scIkk)! is now 
divided ; if the same is approved, or shall be so amended as to be approved 
by a m^ority of those present qualified to vote in such tneetings, such rates 
may be charged and collected, but they shall not b^ raised during the year 
next following their adoption 

§ 2. At any annual meeting of the district after such rates of tuition haT« 
been adopted, the same may be raised, reduced or entirely abolished, by a 
majority of such meeting. 

kSYRACUSE. 

[Zmm of 1848. Chap. 28a] 

AN AOT in Telation to public scholia in the dty of Sjfraciue, 

Passed April 11, 184«, nhree-fifths being present.*' 

The People of the State of New- York ^ vepreeetited in Senate cmd Aatembly, 
do enact as follows : 



§ 1 There shall be appointed by the mayor and common council of the 




ity, 

ed. The persons so appointed shall, within ten d lys after tht'ir a4>pointment 
take the oath of oflSce prescribed by the constitution of this state, and file the 
same with the city clerk 

§ 2. Withih ten days after their appointment, as in the last section meiK 
tioned, said commissioners shall m^et at M^ket Hall in said city, and (-awe 
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the said coinmisMoners go chosen to be divided into two classes, to be denom- 
inated •' fir«t" and ** second** clashes. The term of o£Rce of the first class shall 
expire at the end of one year from the seeond Tuesday of March, ei^^hteen 
hwidred and forty-eight ; of the second class at the end of two years from 
the said second Tuesday of Marc^, eighteen hundred and forty eight. 

§ 3. There shall, in like manner, in each year tliereafter, be elected on^ 
commissioner of schools for each ward of said city, to snppjy the places of 
those wnose term of office is about to expire ; they shall nold their «^ce^ 
for two years, and until thi'ir successors are elected, and have taken the oatii 
of office.* The tei*m of office of all commissioners elected pursuant to th^ 
provibions of this act, shall commence on the first Tuesday after their elec- 
tion. Said election shall take place at the time of the general charter elec* 
tion of said city in each and every year thereafter, and shall be subject to 
all the provitduns in regard to said election^ so far as the same may be appln 
cable, as are oontained in the charter of said city, pasted on the 14th Decem- 
ber. 1847 

§ 4. The common council of said city may make appointments of com* 
missioners of common schools to fill vacancies which may occur from any 
cause other than the expiration of the term of office of those . elected. Tm 
commissioners so appi>inted shall hold their office for the unexpired term 6f 
those to supply whose places they were appointed 

^ 5. Any commissioner of common schools in said city may be removed 
from office for official misconduct by the common council thereof, by a vote 
of two thirds of the members thereof, but said commissioner shall be allow- 
ed an opportunity to refute any such chlirge of misconduct, before remo- 
vaL 

§ ^. The commissioners of common schools in said dty shall constitute a 
board, to be styled the '* Board of Education of the city of Syrteuse,** whieh 
ahall be a corporate body in relation to aU the powers and duties conferred 
upon them by virtue of this act A majority of the board shall form a quorum. 
At their first meeting after an election, they shall elect one of their number 
President, and wliei^ever he shall be absent a president pro tempore may be 
appointed, but such president shall only have a casting vote. They ^ali also 
appoint a clerk and fix his' compensation, and who sh^l hold hts office during 
the pleasure of the board. The said commissioners shall receive no compen^ 
aation for their services. They iliall hare the care of the gospel and senool 
lands and securities taken therefor ii> said city. 

§ 7. The clerk of said board shall keep a record of the proceedings thcre^ 
of, and perform such other duties as the board may prescribe ; which record, 
or a transcript thereof, certified by the president ana derk, shall be received 
in all courts as prima facie evidence of &e facts therein set forth ; and such 
records, and all the books and accounts of the said board, shall, at all times, 
be subject to the inspection of the common eouocil and of any committee 
thereof. 

§ 8. The common council of the said city shall hiare the ]plower and it 
ihall be their duty, to raise, from time to time, by tax upon the real and per- 
sonal estate in said city which shall be lii^le to taxation for tlie ordinary city 
taxes, or for city or county charges, in addition to the amount of school ^lon- 
ies now or hereafter appropriated or provided by law for eoriimon schools in 
said city, such sums as may be determined and certified hy the said board 
of education to be necessary or proper for any or all of the following pur- 
poses : 

1. To purchase, lease or improve sites for school-houses. 

2. To build, purchaise, lease, enlarge, alter, imprbve anj repair school- 
famisee, and their outhouses and appiu'tenances. 

8. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair scbool apparatus, books, 
Anmiture and appendages, but the pbwer herein granted sh^ not be deemed 
to the furnishing of class or text books for ai^y scholar "^hofee pattut or gxia^- 
dkui shall be abld to filmi^ the ^tne. ' 

4. To procute fuel utod d^fWlr the Wtiiih^kitit exp^6^ ot (He c6xnm<rfl * 
«hoola , and the expenses of the district library of said city. 
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5. To pay tlie wnges of toaohefs doe af t^ the applioAtion of the pub- 
fie motmys. which may. by law, be appropriated and provided for tliat por- 
po8«: ProTided.'neTertheless.tliat such ftak shall not be laid ofteuer than 
-dure in each year.: 

6. Nor Bhall (he amount to be raised for teiiehel^* wages and cniifingent 
ez|>enf«eB in any one year \te less than twiise nor more than «iix tinier the 
amount of pul>Hc money received durin/^ the previous year. Nor ^h all the 
amount to be raised in anyone year for buying sites and erecting* ana repair- 
ing 8- hool'houAes and the appUrtenimees, exceed one thousand five hundred 
dollars. 

' • § 9.^ The eommnn oomieil shall cauf^ the amount of the tax at any time 
ormered to be raised iu pursuance of this act, to be added to tht* amount 
'which tbey ar« otherwise authorised by law to raise by tax in said city, and 
they shall eau^e the same, with the oolleetor^s fee thereon, to be astte^^sed, ler^ 
led and collected at the same time and by the same warrant, and in (he ^ame 
manner with the taxes raised for city expenses, leader and by virtue of the 
«ct of incorporation of said city. 

^10. All moneys to be raised pursuant to the provisions of this act^ and 
all school moneys by law appropriated to or provided for said city, shall be 
paid to the treasurer of saiu city, who^ together with the sureties up<in his 
ofiieial bond, shall be accountable therefor in the same manner as for otheir 
knooeys of the said city ; the Daid treasurer shidl aW be liable to thf* same 
penalties for any official misconduct in relation to the said moneys as for any 
tiiniilir misconduct in relation toother moneys of the city. 

§ 11. After the passage of this act the' treasurer of the said city shall 
not pay out any moneys in his hands received by the said city, either a6 
hehool moneys or collected or received by virtue of any of the provisions of 
tiiis act, excepting upop an order drawn upon him and sij^ed by the presi- 
dent and clerk of said board of education, and nol such order shall be drawn 
exbef)i by virtue of a resolution of the said board. 

% 1 2. The said board may cause a suit or suits to be prosecuted in th^ 
name of the city of Syracuse, upon the c^ial bond of the treasurer or of 
any ooUeetor of said city for any default, delinquency or official mi-^^eonduot 
in relation to the collection, safe keeping or payment of any moneys in this 
act mentioned. 

§ f 8. The said board shall have power and it bhall be their duty, 

Ir To establish and organize such and jbo many schools in said city, (in- 
cluding the common schools now ^ibting therein) as they shall deem requi- 
aite and expedient, and to alter and discontinue the same, 

2 To purchase or hire school houses and rooms, and lots or sites for 
school houses, and to fence and improve them as they deem proper. 

8. Upon such lots, and upon any sites now owned by said city, to build, 
enlarge, alter, improve and repair scnool houses, out houses and appurtenan* 
ces as they may deem advk^able. 

4. To purchase, exchange, improve and repair school apparatus, books for 
indigent pupils, furniture and appendages, and to provide fuel for the schoc^ 
and defray their contingent expenses, and the expenses of the district li- 
brary. 

'5.. To have the custody and safe keeping of the school houses, out houses!, 
books furniture and appendages, and to see that the ordinances of the com- 
mon council in relation thereto be observed. 

6. To contract with, license and employ ^1 teachers in the common school 
and hi^ school, and at their pleasure to remove them. 

7. To pay the wages of such teachers out of the school moneys which 
shall be appropriated and provided in the said city, so far as the same shall 
be sufficient, and the residue thereof from' the money authorised to be raise<t 
fqr that purnose, by jf^qtioq eight of this-aot, hy tax.uppn said citv. 

8. To dj^ffay tlxe; necessary contingent ^i^pepses of the, boaro, includjing 
Ml annual s^ary to the oleifk, provided ,t^t, ti^ a^o^unt .o/.^sMOh exfei^sot 
uiall £rst be audited and allowed by ik^/^amip^a touneil. 
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9 To have, ia all re^p^ets the superintendence, supervinnn find mana^- 
meiit of the oimimoii schooU io said citv. and fr<»ni time -to time to a(i4»|it. al- 
ter, iiKKlify and repeal, as they nuiy deem expedient, rules and refnilatione 
for tlieir organizatioD, government »uid instructi »n, for the re<*epti<Mi of pupila 
and their truii(«fcr from (Hie sch(M)l to another, and generally for the prom'>doii 
^cf tlieir ^fM)d order, pHMtperitv and puhlic utility. 

10. Whenever, in the opinion of the b^nrd, it may b6 advi!»a')le to s^ 
any of \\v* athool htuses, lots or sites, ar any of the school pi-operty now 
or hereafter belonging to the city, to report the same to the common eoun- 
cil. . 

1 ! . To prepare and report to the common council such ordinmices and 
regulation>s as may be nece^ary or proper fur tlie protection, safe keepiiigi 
care and preser7»tion of Hch<K>l houses, lots and sites, and apfHirtenancea, and 
all the property belonging to the city c<»nnected with or abpertaiuim; t4» tlie 
schooU, nn i to, suggest proper penalties for the violation oi suoh t)rdinanc60 
and re<;uIatioii8 ; and annually to determine and certify to said commtin 
council the sums in their opinion necessary or proper to be raised under ti»e 
eighth section of this act, sptn^ifying the sums required for each of the purpo- 
ses therein mcnti *ned, and the reasons therefor. 

12 To provide for the payment to any adjinning school district the proper \ 
amount to which it may be entitled on account t»f such district, iti wln^a 
or in part, having been connected with territory now included io the said 
city. 

13. Betw'een the first day of July and the first day of August, id each 
year, to make and transuiit to the county clerk a report in writing, bearing 
date the Hrst day of July in the year of its transmission, and stating, 

1 . An account and description of all the common schmds ke|)t in said 
dty during the preceding year, and the time they have been severalty 
taught. 

2. The number of children taught in said schools, respectively, the number 
of children over the age of five and under the age of sixteen, [21] residing 
in said city on the first day of January of that year. 

8. I'he whole amount of school moneys received by the treasurer of said 
city during the year preceding, distinguishing the amouit received from tbe 
county treasurer, from the city collector, and from any other source 

4. The mamier in which such moneys had been expended, and whether 
any and what part remains unexpeoded and ft»r what cause. 

5. The amount of money received for tuition fees from foreign pupils dar- 
ing the year, and the ammmt paid for teachers* wages, in addition to tbe pub- 
lic moneys, with such other information as relates to the common schools d 
said city. 

5 1 4 Every school commissioner shall visit all the public schools at least 
four time^ each year during his official tenn ; and the board of education 
shall proviile that each of said scIkmiIs shall be visited by a oommitte of 
three or m(»re of their number at least once every term. 

^ 1 5. Tlie said board of education shall have power to allow the children 
of persons not resident within the city to attend any of the schnols of said 
city under the care and contMl of said, board, upon such terms as said board 
shall, by resolution, prescribe, fixing the tuition which shall be paid there- 
for. 

% 16. Any collector of the said dty, and his sureties, shall be liable on 
his official bond for any default, delinquency, neglect or misconduct in the 
duties with which he may be charged under or by virtue of ^his act, in the 
same manner and with the like effect as for any other official defaidt, delin- 
quency, neglect or misconduct; and such collector shall be liable to the same 
penalties for any such offici^ as for any simOar misconduct in relation to any 
•ther duties of nis office. 

§ 17. It shall be the duty of the said board in all their ezpenditiires and 
contracts, to have reference to the amount of moneys ^hfch shall be subfect 
to their order d«uing the then current year, fcr the partieular expenditue hi 
question, and not to ezoeed iudi amoont. 
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1^18. Tl>e QHid board of ei>maiisHionei'3 shall be tpastees ^ the <1 Strict- li^' 
hrary uiAibvHTJAn iii>HitJ city, and nil the piuvigh ns^if hiw which iiow ure or 
u^i^r luneni'tar iae pa-^ed rt^latiiig lo district tichmil lil>raiie$s ebull M4^{>ly t<> the 
»iud c*ui»nuaKiupers ip Ui« same utaiiDer as if thay were tru^t**©?* oj a heho(4 
district <'«jiiipieJie»diiij( wiid city ; tli«y shtdl al*u lie vested with the di-cre- 
tiv)B at* to the disfxHjitjtm vf Uie imnieyt* appropriated by any law of ihis. atate 
fw tiie purchase of Jibrarien, which Is tliert^fii turn f»HTed upon the iuhai>itants 
oC li'chiHil dlstricta. Iti^ltall be iheir doty to provide a libifary ro<>A) (>r nioin^ 
and the necessary furniture therefor, and appoint a librarian or librarlunR, to 
make ail purchases of Uioke tor tliewuid libfary or hbiari«'8,and from lime to 
tiuie to exviiange or catitse t<» be repaired the damaged booki$ behinging (here- 
tQ i tliey may also i^ell an y bi>oks which they mav deem useless <»r of an improp- 
er diiiraoter, and apply the proceeds to the purchat^e of other bot^ks for the said 
librury nr libraiies. . . 

g I ». It »liaU be the duty of the saiil bojtrd, at least fifteen days before 
tfee annual electiou for comnds>tioner8 in each year, to prepare and reptat to 
tl^e «uuwnon council true and conect t^tatemejitB of tl»e receipts'and di-buree- 
tnent^ of moneys under and in purs^uance of the provision* of tliia act during 
the preceding yi^ar; in which account t^liall be stated under appropriate 
hetidH.: 

1. The moneys received i)y the comnien council under the eighth action of 
tlus act : . 

2, The school moneys received by the treasurer of the city from the aoiln- 
t^ t^'4;a^->urer, and the coUeotur of taxe:^ for ^iky and county charged in »aid 
city . 

j{. I lie moneys received by direct tax : 

•^, All othecjnoneys received by the treasurer^ subject to the order of ihe 
board specifying the >ouires : 

^4 Tii^ mauner in whi^-'h such sums of mt)r>ey phall have been ejipoialed , 
8|Kf^>fyiitg tlie amouqt paid under each head of expenditure : 

^nd tiMi eonmion c«aatcil ^liall, leu dayK liefote such electi4)n, cnuse the 
saiue to be publidied in at \\imt two ot t\w uew6pa])ers publirhed in said 

^ 21). The said lM>ard sbadl be subject, from tinn^ to time, to tlie rules and 
iTegulatiiHis nuule by the state superiutetidt-nt of oommotl sclauds, so far as the 
same may be applicable tjo them, aitd notb incoUr.i«iteut with the provi.-ion8 of 
thin a<ot. * - ^ 

t^ 2 1. The oommoii council of said city shall have the power, and it i>hall be 
ih.fir d-uty, lo passsurh ordinances and regulatiiau as tli^ said board of edu- 
caiMHi may report as neces.-rtry and propiir for the protection, safe-keeping, 
care and pre>ervati«»n of tliesclio(d houses. h»ts, siies and appurtenrtm•e^ and 
all uece;?4a/y property beltu^ing to nr connected ^^illllhe s^ihook in said city ; 
txx4 t« imp<»^e proper penalties Ar the violation iheiei f. subject U> the restric- 
tiou> aihl limitaLi«*ns o^intained in the act to iuct>rpo)'ate the said city ; and all 
sudt penalties sliall be collected in the same maiaier that the pen^diieiB for a 
viMhtxion of ihecity ordinances«re by law coUeeted, and when collected, .^^hall 
be^ paid lo the treusuiy of da* city, laid, Ihj sulyect to »he order of th^ IhmuxI 
of education, in the same manner as other niuueys rai-ed pursuant to the pro- 
Ti>;oM8 of I his act. \ - . 

^ 22. Whenever the 8jii<l bt»ard shall report to the common council that i<^ 
IB a^Jviable to sell any of the 4irh«K>l houses, lots or >-ites, or any of the whool 
prfiperty 'iH'W or hereafter beh)Ugin{i to the city, it hhall be the duty of the 
common c«»un<"il to sell the ^ame without unreasonable delay autl upon suK!h 
terms as the said common comicil may deem advisable. The proceeds of all such 
sales Khali be paid to the treasurer <if the city, and .-ladl be subject to the or- 
der of the said bsnird, to be expended b\ tliem in the purcha e, haMn*;, re- 
pairs or improvements of o.her >chot>l hmses, h>ts,dchool furnit in e, apparatus 
or appurtenances. • 

§ Uii, The title of the school houses, sites lo's, furniture, b(M>k'^. apparatus 
and appurtenances, and all other schojl pro]>ei ty in this act meniiooed, ^hall 
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be vested in the ekj of SvnietiBe ; and the same while used for or appropriated 
for 0cbiK>l purposes, shall not be levied upon or sold by virtue of any warrant 
or execution) nor be subjeet to. taxation for tMj purpose whatever ; and the^ 
said city, in its corporate capacitv, shall be able to taKe, hold, and dispose (^ 
any real or personal estate transferred to it by gift^ grunt, beqoest or devise, 
fbr the use of the common schools of the said city, whether the same shall be 
transferred in terms to said city, by its proper style, or by any other design 
nation, or to. any other designation, or to any person or persons or body, for 
the UHc of said schools* 

§ 24. All moneys re<}dred to be raised by virtue of this act, shadl, on be- 
ing raised as herein provided, be deposited for the safehee[Hag thereof, with 
the treasurer of said dty, to t^e crecut of the said board of education, and shiUl 
be drawn out in pursuance of a resoluticm or resolutions of said board, by 
drafts drawn by tne president and countersigned by the clerk of said board, 
payable to the order of the person or persons entitled to receive such moneys ; 
and said treiasurer shall keep the funds authorized by this aet to be reeeived 
by him. separate and distinct from any other fund wmch he is or may by law 
be authorized to receive. 

§ 26. It shall be the duty of the said commissioners to alctfhun and re- 
port to the common council of said city the amount of any and all indebted- 
ness of each of the school districts within said city, and to whom due, and 
when and hc^ payable ; and the common council shall have the power, and it 
shall be their duty, in each year that any such indebtedness shall become doe, 
or any portion thereof, to cause the amount so becoming due from any of said 
districts, to be assessed upon and collected from the taxable property withia 
such districts, in the same manner as the taxes for contingent expenses are 
assessed and collected, for the use of the board of education, ior the paymeilt 
of such indebtedness. 

§ 26. It shall be the duty of said commissioners, and they ehall have pow- 
er to procure a site within s^ool district number sixteen (16) in the eity ofi 
Syracuse, and cause to be erected thereon a suitable and proper school house, 
and cause a statement of the cost of such site and building to be laid before the 
common council of said city, who shall have power, and it shall be their dutr ' 
to cause the stmi of one thousand five hunched dollars to be assessed upon and 
collected from the taxable property within said district, in the same manner 
that the contingent expenses of said city are assessed and eoUeoted ; and in 
case the said expenditure shall exceed the sum of fifteen hundred dottars, 
the said excess shall be collected from the eity at large, fbr the use of the said 
commissioners for the purposes in this section specified. 

§ 27. It shall be the auty odhe clerk of said city immediately after the 
election of any person as a commissioner of common schools, to personally no- 
tify him of his election, and if any such person shall not within ten days after 
receiving such personal notice of his election, take and subscribe the oonstitn- - 
al oath and file the same with the derkof the said city, the common council 
may consider it a refusal to serve, and proceed to supply the vacancy occasion- 
ed by such refusal ; and the person so refusing to serve shall forfeit and pay 
to the city treasurer, for the benefit of the tuition fund, a penalty of ten 
dollars. 

I 28. The present school officers of the school districts in the territory 
emoraced in this aet> shall continue in of&ee until the unfinished business c^ 
said districts shall have been finally closed up and settled, with all the pow- 
ers and duties now by law imposea upon them, for the purpose of ddeing up 
such unfinished businefta 



TBOY. 

[Lam of 184^. Chap, 198, as amended hy Chap, 47, lo,v» of 1851.] 

AN ACT to aiMnd the charrter'of the city of Troy, and to provide for the 

establishment of free schools in said city. 

Passed April 4, 1849, "three-fifths being Jireseiii" 

§ 1. The several wards of the city of Troy shall constitute one school 
district, and the schools therein shaU be* free to all children, between the 
ages of. five and sixteen [21] years, residing in such wards. 
' § 2. There shall be erected in each of the said wards as hereinafter 
provided, one or more school houses of size and form sufScient to acconAno- 
date all the children between the aforesaid ages, residing in such wards. 
The purchase of sites for school houses shall be agreed upon in joint commit- 
tee of three from each ward, hereinafter mentioned ; and in case of disagree- 
ment the decision shall rest with the common counciL 

^ 8. The title of the school houses, sites, lots, furniture, books apparatus 
a|ta appurtenances, and all other school property, in this act mentioned, shall 
be vested in the city of Troy, and the same while used or aprwopriated for 
school purposes, shall not be levied upon, or sold by virtue of any warrant 
or execution, nor be subject to taxation, for any purpose whatever, and the 
said city in its corporate capacity, shall be able to take, hold, and dispose of 
any real or persoiud estate, transferred to it by gift, grant, bequest or devise, 
for the use of the conmion schools of the said city, whether the same shall 
bft transfen^ed in terms to said city by its proper style, or by any other desig- 
nation, or to any person or persons, or body, for the use of said schools. 

§ 4. The common council of said cit^r, may, upon the recommendation of 
the board of education hereinafter mentioned, sell any of the school houses, 
lots, or sites, or any other school property, now or hereafter, belonging to said 
city, upon such terms as the said common council may deem reasonable. The 
proiceeds of all such sales shaU be paid to the chamberlain of the city, and 
sball be by the said board of education again expended in the construction, 
repairs, or improvements of other school houses, lots, sites or school furniture, 
apparatus or appurtenances. 

'% 6. There shall be elected at the annual charter election of said dty, to 
be held on the first Tuesday of March, 1850, 'in the same manner as other 
ward officers are elected, from each of the 1st, 2d, 3d, 4th and 7th wards in 
said city, two persons, and from each of the 5th, 6th, and 8th wards thereof 
one person, to be commissioners of common schools for said ciW^. The per- 
80CI8 so elected shall be residents of the ward for which they shall be elected, 
and shall within ten days after receiving notice of their election, take the oath 
of office prescribed by the constitution of this state, and file the same "with 
the city clerk. 

*§ 6. Within ten days after their election, as in the last section mention- 
ed, said commissioners so elected from those wards in which more than one 
commissioner is eliected, shall meet in the office of the clerk of said city, and 
shall determine by lot which of the two persons so elected for each ward shall 
serve for die term ending on the seaond Tuesday of March, 1851, and which 
for the term ending on the second Tuesday of March, 1862. 

*§ 7. In each year, thereafter, there slmll be elected in said city, at the an- 
nual charter election in the same manner, and under the same regulations, as 
other ward officers are elected, one commissioner of common schools for each 
ward, to supply the places of those whose terms are about to expire. The 
term of office of all commissioners elected pursuant to this act, shall commence 
on the Tuesday next after their election, and shall continue two years, exbept 
.of those commissioners elected from the 4th, 6th and 8th warda, whose term 
of office will cont^ttia but one year. 
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§ p. The common council of said city make mav make appointment of 
^mmi!»J»"n»tier of comm*n tjchools to till vacMnci. 8 which may occur from any 
cause other than the expiration «if tlie term of ufiii'c of tliose elei'ted. and th« 
rem«»va1 itom the wart! f»)r wliuh he was appointed or elected shall Ix; «leem- 
ed a re'ignation of his office by any commisj-ioner. The commiift>ioufr>' so ap» 
pointed <hall hold flieir i^CAi> till the Tuesilay succeeding the next annual 
electi<»n, and at each annual c'ectlon there shall be ehcted a conmu-siom-r to 
supply the place of any person so apptinted. and the person thus elected shall 
eerve out the unexpired tern'i. 

§ 9. Any conniiis>iouer of common 8cho<4s in said city, may be removed 
from office for official misct^nduct by the common coum-d of said city, by a 
rote of two thirds of the members thereof ; but a written copv of the cliar- 
ges again-it said commis^i^lller, ^haLl be served upon him. and he shall be al- 
lowed an opportunity to refute any such charge ol misconduct before removal 

g f 0, The commissioners of connuon schools in said city* ehidl constitute a 
board, to be styled the -^ Board of Education of the city of Troy." which 
tJiall be a corporate body i^i relation to all the powers and duties conferred 
upon them by virtue of this jict. A majority of the board shall ft)rm a quo- 
rum. The Hrst meeting of the b<>ard shall be on the seetmd Wednesday next 
after their election, and the annual meetiujLj of the biaid, theieafter, shall be 
on the second Wednesday next after their electi(*n. At the iir>t meetinij of 
•the bnard, an<l annually thereafter, at the aimual meeting, they shall elect 
one of their immber president of the btnu'd ; nu'J whenever he shall be ab- 
sent, a president pro tempore may Ije appointed. ,The said commissioners 
shall reciive no corapen-ation for their services. 

§ 1 1. The said commissioners shall appoint a clerk who may be one of 
their ntind)er, who shall hold his office during the pleasure of the board, and 
whose C'liipensation shall be fixed by them llie said clerk shall keep a re- 
cord of the proiecdings of the board, and perform such other duties as the 
board may preseribe ; the said record or a transcript thereof, certified by tlie 
president nnd clerk, shall be received in all courts as prima facie evidence of 
facts therein set forth ; and such records and all the Ijooks, accounts, Vi>ucb- 
ers, an<l p!ij)er-« t»f said boaid shall at all times be subject to the inspection of 
the conmnn council, and of any eommittl'C thereof 

g 12. Hie common council of said city shall liave the power, and it shall 
be'their duty to raise from time to time by tax, t«» be levied equidly uptiii all 
the real imd personal estate in said city, which shall b«! liable to taxati ii for 
the ordinary city taxes, or for city or county charges, such. sum or sums of 
money, as may be necessary or proper, for any or all the following purpo-^ea: 

1. To put chase school houses, and also to purthase, lease or iuiprove site* 
tilcrefor. 

2. To enable the board of education to build, lease, enlarge, alter, improT^ 
and repair school houses, and their out houses and appurtenances. 

3. To purchase, exchani^e. improve aud repair ?-ch«M>l apparatus, books, fur- 
ntture and appendages ; but the power herein granted, shall not be deemed to 
authorize the furnishimr with class or text bouks any scholar , whose pareutt 
or guardian ^llall be able to t'urnijl) the same. 

4. T<) procure fuel and d. fray the .contingent expenses of the common 
schools, and the expenses of the tchool libraries of said city. 

'5. To pay tlie wages of teachers duejifter the applicalitm of Uie publie 
monies, wliieh may by law be appropriated and provitjed for tluit purpose: 
Phivided. nevertheless, that the tax to be levied, as aforesaid, and collected 
by virtue « f this act, shall be collected at the same time, smd in the.siime man- 
ner as oth<r city taxes. 

fi. AikI the amount to be raise<l for teachers' wages joid contingent ex- 
p'.'n-es in any < ne year, rhall not be less than twice, utir more tlvin f«>urtime*' 
the auv'^!'it a[<j)ortioned t(» >ai«l city, fn ni the cmnuon .•-(houifund <iftl,ie state 
during the pieviou^ year, nor -hull the amount to le rai.-edJn one 2^ear#. after 
the l&i Tue^diiy in March, IK5I, for purcha^^ing sit^s and, erecting mid repair- 



k^ aebod h^iiftses exceed fite ^B&wid dc^arsw Aikl tbe donambn oomidl of 
«aid city ^re authoriEed aad dir^cti^d when necessary, to rabebyloaaintaB- ' 
ticipationof the taxes, the moneys so to be raised, colleeted and levied a« : 
••aforesaid. .' 

^ 18. AQ moneys to be r^^ied {mrsufuit to the provisiens of tibis* act, and 
all school meneys by l^w appropnated to, or provided for said dty, shall be 
paid to the chamberlain thereof who together with the snretLes upon his of- 
ficial bond, shall be aoopuntabl^ tha!etf(>r, in the samie mangier as for other mon» ' 
«ys of said dly ; the said ohamberlaili shall be liaUe' to the same penalties ' 
for any <#CBa]i misconduct \si. reUtidn.to the said n^oneys, as for any similar 
misconduct in relation to ol^r mdneys of said city. t 

§ . 14. The said board shall have power, and it shall be their dutyj 

1. To establish and oiganiae, m &e several wards of said city, such and 
«a many 'sdiools, (including the eommon schools now ekisting tiiereih) as 
they shall deep requisitje and expedient, and to alter jnd disoontinne the 
same. 

2. ^Q bqSd, lease, nr oentiiaeit fhr the occi^tion imd use of sdiool houses 
and rooms, find to improve the sattie as thev may deem prop^ 

9. To alter, in^rov^ and repair school nouses and appurtenanoea as they 
may deem advisaole. . . 

4. To' punhase, exchange, involve and r^air sdboel ap|>aratuBv books fat 
indigent pupile» finiidtvire i^d appendages, and to defray tiietr contingent ez> 
penses, and the expeos0of the school Ubraried. 

B. To have the custody and siife keelii:^ 6f the school hopses, eut houslto, 
books, furniture and appendages, and to see that the ordinances of the common 
council in rdat^ thereto be observed; 

6. To contract with, license, and «m^iey all teadbors in said schools, and 
al their pleasure^ to remove them* • ^ 

7. , To pay the wages of such teachers out of the moneys appropriated and 
provided by law, for the 8ttpip<At of sdiooIs in said eity,.so far as the eome 
shall be sufficient,, and the residue thereof, from* the money authorized to be 
raised lor that purpose by neetion twelve of this act, by tax upon said 
city. . . 

8. To defray the necessary contingent expenses of the board, mdudipg as 
annual salary to the ckrk, provided tl^ accoimt of sudi ezpenseb shall* first be 
audited and allowed by the opmnion dounc^l. 

9. Ta have in all rejects the supeihitendence, eupervidon, and manage- 
Blent of the conuDion sohdols in said eity, and from tim% to time to adopt, alteir, 
modify and repeal, as they ma^ deem ^c^dient, rules and regulations for 
their organization, gorerametit and instruction, for the reception of pupils, aad 
their transfer from one school to another, and generally for the promotion «f 
their good order, proeperity aud public uii^y. 

10. Wfaenevax!, in ti^e ojnnion of the board it may be advisable to sell any 
of the sdbool houses, lote^ or sites, or any of the school property, now or here- 
after bdonging to the oit^, to report the same to the common ooundl 

11. To prepare and teport to the common eoundl, sudi ordinances and 
regulatione as may be necessiiry or proper for the protection, i^fe kee^nim, 
care' and preservation ckT sdkool houses, iJotsand dtes and i^urtenancesi and 
all the property belonging to the diy, connected- with or i^pertaimng to the 
echoed, and to suggest proper penames f^yt the violation of such ordkiances 
and regulations ; and annually, on or before the first day of Februair in eaeh 
Tear, to determine and oei'tify to said common coundl, the sUms in Indr opin- 
ion necessary gc proper, to l)e tiaifled under tbe twelfth section of this ael, 
specifying the sums required for the year commencing on the first of March 
thereafteri for'^adi of tfa4 phrpoees tber'ein mentioned, and the reasons 
therefor. 

12. Between the first day of Jul^, and the first day of August, in each 
vear,;tO'mil|B' and transmit to the county clerk, or snch other officer as may 
DC designated by law, a report in writing bearing di^ the first day Of July 
in ^year of it^ 'transtnis^bB,aa3id statii^ 
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1. The number of sehodl lioiues in said dty, and an aeeonnt indl d^flOrfp' 
tion of all the common schools kept in said city daring the preceding jear, 
and the time they hare seyerally bieen taught. 

2. The number of children taught in said schools respectively, and fbe 
number of children oyer the age of fire rears, and under the age of sixteen 
[21] years, rending in said eiW, on the m*st daj of January, of that year. 

, 8. The whole amount of school moneys received by the chamberlain of s^ 
city during the year preceding, distinguishing the amount received from the 
connty treasurer, from the city tax, and from any other source. 

i. The manner in irhich sudk moneys had been expended, and irhether 
any and wha^ part remains unexpended, and for what cause. 

6. The amount of money recerved for tuition fees from foreign pupils du- 
ring the year, and the amount paid for teachers' wages in addition to tne pub- 
lic monies, with sueh oiher information relating to the common sdiools of 
said dty, as may frvnn time to time be required by the' state superintendent 
of common schools. 

§ 16. It shall be the duty of eadi commissioRer to visit the schools in his 
ward twice in each y eor ; and the board of education shall provide tfaftt each 
of the s<^ool8 in the dtf diall be visited by a committee of three, or more of 
their numb^, or by theur clerk, at least once in each term. 

§ 16. The said board of education shall have power to allow the children 
of persons not resident within the city to attend any of • the schools of stud 
city under the care and control of said board, upon such terms na said board 
shall by resoIutioB prescribe, fixing the tuition which shall be paid there* 
for. 

§ 17. It shall be the duty of said board, in all thdr expenditures And 
contracts, to have reference to the amount of moneys which snail be subject 
td their order, during the then current year, for the particular expenditure in 
question, and not to exceed that amount 

§ 18. The said board of oonnnissioners shall be trustees of the school li- 
brary or libraries in said city, and all the brovisions o? law which now are or 
hereafter may be passed relative to district schocd libraries, shall apply to the 
said commissioners ; they shall also be vested with the same discretion* as to 
th» disposition of the moneys appit^nated by any law of this state, for the 
purchase of libraries which is therein conferred upon the inhabitants of school 
districts. It shall be their duty to provide a liorary room, or rooms, in the 
several sdiool hovises in said dty, and the necessc^ fomiture therefor. The 
derk of said board shall be the general librarian, llie board shall alsoappoint 
a librarian for each school, to nave the care of the books, and to supermtend 
the letting out and return thereoi The several school Hbri^anft sMll fi'om 
time to time, inform the general librarian of the state and condition of fhdr 
libraries, and the said board or the general librarian, under the dhrection and 
by resolution of the said board, may make all purchases of books for the li- 
braries, and provide for their equitable distribution among the schools, and 
exchange or cause to be repairea the damaged books belonging thereto, and 
also seu any books which may be deemed useless, or of improper olmracter, 
and apply the proceeds to the purchase of other books for said libraries. 

§ 19. It shall be the duty of said board, at least fifteen days before the 
annual election for commissioners in each year, to prepare and report to the 
common coundl, true and correct statements of the receipts and disbursements 
•f moneys under and in pursuance of the provisions of tnis act, during the pre 
ceding year ; in which account shall be stated under appropriate heads : 

1. The moni^ raised by the oonmion couneil under the twelfth section of 
this act : 

2. The sdiool moneys received by the diamberlain of the city, from the 
tounty treasurer, distinguishing between the sum received from the state and 
the sum raised upon the oitv by the board of supervisors : * ' 

8. The moneys recdved by the common council under the thiixl section 
of this act: 

4. AU other moneys received by the ohambcrlaiB subjeet to the ofder of 
the board, spedfying the sources. 
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5. The maimer in wHch such siuns of money shall have been expended, 
specifying the amount paid under each head of expenditure : 
, And the common councQ shall, ten days l>efore such election, cause 
the same to be publishedr in at least two of the newspapers published ia 
aaid city. ^ 

§ 20. The common counciL of said dty shall have the power to pass suck 
ormnances and regulations as the said board of education may report as ne- 
cessary and proper for the protection, safe keeping, care and preservation of 
the scnool houses^ lots, sites, appijrtenances and appendages, libraries, and 
lUl necessary property belonging to, car connected with the schools in said 
city j and to impose proper penalties for the violation thereof, subject to the 
restrictions and limitations contained in the act to incorporate the said city ; 
and all such penalties shall be cc^ected in the same manner that the penal- ' 
ties for the violation of ihe city ordinances are, by law collected, andwhen' 
collected, shall be paid to the cnamberlain of the city, and be subject to the' 
order or the board of education, in the same manner as other moneys, raised • 
pursuant, to the provisions of this iict, -. ^ 

§ 21. It shall be the duty of the common council, witiiin fifteen days after 
receiving the c^-tificate of the oon^miafiioners requii-ed by the fourteenth sea- 
tion of this act, of the suma necessary or proper to be raised under the twelfth , 



section of this act, to determine and c^rti^ to said board of education the 
amount that will be raised by them for the year conmiencing on the 1st of * 
March thereafter, for the purposes mentioned in said twelfth section, distln- 
g^iishing between the -amount to be raised for teachers' wages and contingent 
expenses, and tne amount to be raised for the repair of scnool houses, which 
ancLounts shall be subject to the disposal of the board of education. 

g 22. All the moneys required to be raised by vu^ue of this act, or re- , 
CQived by theeaid city, for or on ,ac<^nnt or the common schools, except such j 
sums as are raised for the purchase of sites for school houses, shall be depos- 
ited for the safe keeping .thereof with the chamberlain of said city, to the 
credit of said board of education, and ^lall be drawn out in pursuance of a 
resolution or resolutions of said board, by drafts dr&wn by the president and " ' 
countersigned by the clerk of said board, payable to the order of the persen ' « 
or persons entitled to receive such moneys ; and said chamberlain shaU keep ' 
the funds authorized by this act to be received by him, separate and distinct 
from any other fund, which he is, or may by law be authorised to receive. 

§ 23. It shall be the duty of jthe clerk of said city, immediately after the ' 
election of any person as a commissioner of common schools to personally or 
in writing, to notify him of his election, and if any such person shaU not with- 
in ten days after receiving such notice of his election, take and subscribe the 
constitutional oath, and file the same with the clerk of the said city, the com- 
mon council may consider it a refusal toiserve, and proceed to supply the va- 
cancy occasioned by such refusal ; and the person so refusing, shall forfeit, 
and pay to the city chamberlain, for the bencS&t of the tuition fund, a penalty , , 
of ten dollars. 

g 24. It diall be the duty of the several school districts in the gity of Troy, 
within three months from the passage of this act, to transfer and convey to 
said eity all school houses, sites, lots, and all other school property of what- 
ever name and^ description, and to place in the care of the boara of education, 
all school district records, account books, vouchers, contracts, papers, and oth- 
er school property, and the said school officers of the said city and the sever- 
al school districts thereof, shall continue in office until the imfinished busi- 
ness of said districts shaU have been finally (dosed up and settied, not exceed- 
ing three months after the passage of this act, with all the power and duties 
now by law imposed upon them, for the purpose of closing such unfinished 
boune^ 

I § 25. The common council of the city of Troy shall, on the third Thursr 
day of AprHy 1849, af^nnnt from each ward in said ci^ commissioners of con^ ^ 
mon schools for said city, corresponding in number with the aldermen elected 
from said wards, who sliall hold their office until the second Tuesday of March, 



1890 ; the miii peraoira bo appoiDted ehall be reiidenti of tbe ward for wUab 
tluj shall be appoLDtMl, e&ul during the time of their e^ipomtnieat .consti- 
tute said board of educatiOD, and poBsera tbe eame poVer and privQegea, pef- 
Suia tbe Bame duties, and be anhject to tbe iam« regnlattons wthe commu- 
Bionerg to be elected ander tbia act. Tbeii fint meeting ahaD be on tba 
first yfeiaaeAaj after their appointment. 

- - — ■ so ^pointed, shall, in additko to the other 

it, on DT Iwfore the Ant dav of Ixatt, 1849, 
Don cotmeil in the manner designated by the ' 
sums necessaiT and proper to be raised b; 
ed in said twelfth section, for the rear eom- 
9, tie said commoa couoeileluiU, within 
irtifleat*, determine and certify to said com- 
ad in the twenty-Grst Bection, the amonDta 
1 amounts shall m like manner be aabject to ; 

irta of acts ineondstent herewith, ace here- 
in CM}). lUia, tout Of iDou, at anumUd by chap. 86S lata of ISSl.] 

M for the board of edtication of the city of TroT, and 
■ aiithorized, to diaohirge all the dnties and exercise all 
I the officeof town superintendent of common schools 
:he formation of joint echotd distrieta out of parts of 
idjoining towns, and also in (he erection of separate 
mtter prorided, in either tbe fifth, sixth, and Beventh 

ay become necsssaiy or rnnrenient to forin a jotnt dis- 
1 city and of any adjoining (own, the brard of eduot- 
imber of swd brard or the clerk thereof, to meet wiUi 
]£h adjoining town, and the proceedings of snidi mcD)' 
: clerk thereof, and euoh town Bopertntendent^ in con- 
I, dijlr certified ander their hands, in forming, regidft- ' 
ch (nBtricts, shall be yaUd and conclusive, when ap- 
any meeting regularly conTCned. ■ ' 

* ' § 3. be said board of edncation may, in its discretion, uprai Qie written 
application of at least two-thirds of the Inhabitants, entitled by law to toIb 
in school district meetings; residing within tie territory to be hidnded there- 
in, erect separate sdioo] districts, and frotitime to time regulate and alter the. 
aame, in either the fifth, sixlh and BcveDthwards of said city. Sndi sepaiAte 
school districts, when bo erected, and the joint districts provided (or in tfie ste- 
ond section of this act, when so formed, shall Beverall^ enjoy all the rights 
and privileges and be subject to all the duties andhabillties of school distncta 
legally formed in the aeveraltownsof this state, and shall be no longer under 
the care and govEmmcnt of said board of edncation. 

§ 4. It shul be the duty of the trustees of all such Joint and separate dis- 
tricts as shall be formed and erected in pursuance of this ac^ to make to 
the board of education ol eidd city, all the reports and rettnua which are 
or may be by law required in the eeveral towns of this state to i>e made to " 
the town superintendents thereof. It shall b« the duty of the said board of 
education toapportionto eachof the parte of sudt joint districts lying willun ' 
■aid city, and to earhofsuch separate districts , from all the pnbHc rdiool 
moneys that shall thereafter be apportioned and paid to the dty, whether ' 
the same shall be received from the state school munejs or fVom the taxes di- 
rected by. law to be levied and collected for that purpose, the just proportiwi '. 
of, such moneys according to the number of chHdren residing withm snch 
parts of said Joint districts as shall lis within sMd city, and wiliin said sep- 
arate di&tricts, between the, ages of Jive. and sixteen years inelosiv;, .making 
the whole number of such children residing within the' iflly' the l^is for , 
soi^ apportionment, as the same shall appear from the last reports th^rebC 
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§ 5. It shall be the dut;^ 6f the bdaifd of stipervisors of the county of Rens- 
selaer, from and after the passage of thi^ act, to direct that all the moneys levi- 
ed and collected on the inhabitants of the city of Troy for common school 
purposes, whether the same shall be levied and collected as county taxes or 
Otherwise, shall be paid over by the receivfei* of taxes for said city, to the 
chamberlain thereof^ for the sole use and benefit of the free public Schools 
within said city, and it shall be the duty of the board of education to apply 
All such moneys to the support of tiie free schools of said city in conformity 
tolaw. % 

. [a^p.8e6,/<i«wo/1861.J 

§ 2. Every ward in the city of Troy, and each portion of a ward in which 
a public school is now, or may hereafter, be maintained, shall constitute.fi 
school district, imder the supervision and direction of the boai:d of education 
-of said city. 

UTICA, 

[LoiM of 184S, ckOf, 137, at^amended hy cliap. 181, iaw of 1844. OAap. 184, 

Title X, laws of 1848, and chap, 66, laws of I860.] 

AN" AOT in relation to common schools in the eity of Utica. 

Passed Apnl 7, 184?, by a two-third vote* 

The People of the State of J7ew - Torlc^ r^resented in Senate and Assembly^ 
do Unact (ts follows : 

I I. At the next amiual election fbr city officers, to be held in the city oif 
XTtica, there shall be elected six ooipmissionersof com«K>n schools for the said 
city, who shall be. elected in the same manner as justices of the peace, sQr 
per visors and 0QnstableS;^e elected in said city pursuant to tiie aot incorpon^ 
jting said city* 

§ 2. Within ten days after their election, the persons so elected shall take and 
subscribe the oath of qffice. prescribed by the oonfiitntion, and file the same with 
the derk of said city ; and they or a majprity of them shall thereupon meet amd 
cause the whole nvunber of comniis^ners so chosen to be diviaed into three 
classes, to be severa^y numbered first, second and third. The term of offio^ * 
of the first class shall expire at the end of one year, of the seeond class at 
the end of t\YP ye^s, and of the third class at me end of three years ; ^ 
each class shall continue in office until their successors are elected, and hjrre 
takentheoat)i of office. * . 

§ 3. At every amiual election for city offieers in said ; city after the nepi:^ 
there shall in like manner be elected; two oommis^oipiers of doi¥^n%on sehools, 
to supply the places of those whose term of oifice is about to expire ^ tbej 
shall n<^ jtheir office for three years, and until their successors are elected, m)4 
have taken the oath of offi(^. The term of office of aU oommissioaierB eLedr 
ed pm'suant to the provisions Qf this act; shall oomnienee on the first Moiip 
4ay after the first ^^^nday in Mi^ch next succeeding their electiga 
^ § 4. The cpinmon council of said city may make £^|»pointment8 of coinQU»- 
sioners of common schools, to fill vacancies which may occur from any cause 
other than ihfi expiration of the t^l^nl of office of the person etected. The 
commissioners so appQxnted,.shi^ hold their office for the unexpired term <^ 
those to supply whose places they are appointed, 

§ 5. Any commissioBer of eommpn scnools in said city may be removed 
fi'om qf^ee fpr o^c^al misconduet, by the common council thereof, b^^ a vo^ 
of two-thjrda of the member/a ni^reof. . . 

§ 6. The oommissioners of Gommoo. schools ij^said city fM^ oonatiti^ ft 
board t be staled the " Commissioners of Common Schools in the city of Uti^fw" 
which shall be a ooi^rate body in relation to all the powers esxd duties coA- 
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ferred npon them by yirtne of this act ; a majority of the board shall form 
a qnorom. At their first meetmg after e$ok eumxm (Aij election, they shall 
elect one of their number chairman, and whenever the chairman shall be ah- 
sent from a meeting of the board, they may appoint a chairman pro tempore; 
they shall also elect a elerk who shall hold his ofBce during the pleasure of 
the board ; the said oonmiissioners shall receive no compensation for their 
services. 

§ 7, The clerk of said board shall keep a record of the proceedmgs there- 
of^ which record, or a transcript therefrom, certified by the chairman and 
clerk, shall be received in all courts as prima fade ev^ence of the lacts 
therein set forth ; and such records, and all the books, papers, and accounts 
of the said board, shall at all times be subject to the inspection of the conunon 
ooimcil, and of any committee thereof. 

g 8. The common coimcil of the said city shall have the power, and it 
Qhall be their duty, to raise from time to time by tax upon the real and per- 
•onal estates in said city, which shall be liable to taxation for the ordinaiy 
city taxes, or for town or county charges, such sums as may be determined 
and certifi^ by the said board of of conmiissioners, to be necessary or proper 
for any ot aU of the following purposes; 

1. To purchase, lease or unprove ^ites for school houses : 

2. To Duild, purchase, lease, enlarge, alter, improve and repair school hoosr 
es and their out houses and appurtenances : 

8. To purchase, exchange, unprove,' and repair school apparatus, books, 
furniture and appendages : 

4. To -procure friel and defray the contingent expenses of the common 
schooh, and the expenses of the district library of said dty, and the contin- 
gent expenses of said board of commissioners induding the salary of the 
clerk of said board, aad to meet any deficiency which sh^ occur in the pay- 
ment of the wages of teachers of the said schools, after implying to the pay- 
ment thereof, the school moneys appropriated and provided m said city, and 
the tiiition fees which shall be collected as hereinafter provided ; whidi shall 
be'in addition to the amovnt of school moneys now or hereafter appropriated 
wf provided by law, for common schools in said eity ; provided, nevertheless, 
that such tax diall not be laid oftener than once m each year; and that the 
whole amount to be raised shall not in any one year exceed, the sum of three 
fbousand dollars. 

' § 9. 'The common council shall 'cause the amount of the tax at anytime 
ordered to be raised in pirsuance of the last section, to be added to the 
, amount -which they are otherwise authorized by law to raise by tax in said 
€ity, and they shall cause the same, with the collectors' fees thereon, to be as- 
sessed, levied and collected at the same time by thb sanie warrant, and in the 
«lam,e manner with the taxes raised for city expenses, xmder and by yirtue of 
the Sforty -fourth section of the aot to incorporate said city. ' 

§ 10. All moneys to be raised pursuant to the provi^ons of this act, and 
til school m<meys by law appropriated to or provided for said city, shaU be 
paid to the treasurer of the said dty, who toother with the sureties upon his 
official' bond, shall be accountable therefor m the same manner as for other 
tteneys of the said dty ; the said treasurer shall also be liaUe to the same 
penalties for any official misconduct in rdatlon to the said moneys, as for any 
Bimilar misconduct in relation to the other moneys of the city. 

§ 11. After the passap^e of this act the Measurer of the safd dty shall not 
pay oui any moneys in his hands recdved by the said city, eilJier as school 
moneys, or (Collected or received by virtue of'^any of the provisions of this act, 
excepting upon an order drawn upon himy and signed by the chairman and 
elei*k of the said board of commissioners, and no such order ^baH be drawn 
except by virtue of a resolution <3f the board. 

g 12. The said board may cause a suit or suits to be prosecuted ipi the 
iMune of the dty of Utica, upon the official bond of the treasurer, or of any 
collector of the said city, for any default, delihquenoy or oflidal misconduct in 
teiMiota te the colleetion, sctfe keeping or payment of any moneys in this act 
mentioned* 
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. § 18. The said board shall have power, and it shall be their doty : 

1. To establish ard organize such and so many common schools in said eKr^, 
{induding the common and free schools now existing therein) as they sh^l 
deem requisite and expedient, and to alter and discontinue the same. . 

2. To purchase or hire school houses, and rooms and lots or sites for school 
^oqses, aad to fence and improve them as they deem proper. 

8. . Upon eueh lots or sites, and upon any sites now owned by said eity, to 
build, enlarge, alter, imiMroye and repair school houses, out houses and appur- 
tenances as they may deem advisaUe. 

4. To purcfaiaee, ezchanffe, improve and repair school apparatus, books, fur- 
l4ture and appendages, ana to provide fuel for the schools, and defray their 
. oontingept expenses and the expenses of the district library. 

6. To have the custody and safe keeixng of the sdiool houses, out houses, 
apparatus, books, furniture and append^es, and to see that the ordinances ^f 
jthe common council in relation thereto be observed. 

6. To contract with and employ all teachers in the common soheoli and at 
, their pleasure to remove them. 

. '7, To pay the wages of such teachers out of the s^ool moneys which shidl 

. be appropriated and provided in the said city, so far as the same shall be sitf- 

ficient, and the residue thereof from the tuition fees they shall be authorized 

toeoUei^ or reoeive as> herein provided ; and in case the said sdiool monevi 

^md tuition fees i^iall be insufficient to pay such Vages, then to pay the (Is- 

ficiency out of the moneys to be raised by the common council of said city in 

^ |iH) suance of the eighth section cMf tMs act. 

8. To fix the rate of tuition fees in said schools at a sum not exceeding 
^wo dollars^ per term, whidh shall be a p^iod aS not less than eleven weeks, 
/Mid to designate a person or persons to whom the same may be paid pre- 
vious to issuing a warrant for the collection thereof, and to exempt from the 
S^ymei^t 'of t^ whole or any part of the tuition fees, such perscms as they may 
. eem entitled to such exemption, for indigence or any other sufficient cause, 
and cause a list of the persons so exempted, with the extent of their exemp- 
tion, to be kept by the (flerk of the board. 

,9. To defitty the neeessary contingent expenses of the board, including an 
anpual salary to the derk, which shall not exceed one himdred dollars, provi- 
ded thai the account of such expenses shall first be audited and allowed by 
the comtnon <&ouncil. 

10. After the end of each school term to make out a rate biU containinff 
the name of each person liable to pay tuition fees, who shall not have paid 
them (prior to the making out of such rate bill) to the person or prisons des. 
Agnated by the board lor that purpose, and the amount lor which such person 
is liable addding thereto a sum not exceeding five cents on each dollar of the 
som due, for coUeotor's fees, and to anne^ to such rato laH a warrant for the 
4)oUedtion thereof , 

11. To deliver sueh rate bUl, with the warrant annex^, to one of the cc^ 
lectors of taxes of said city, who diall execute th% same in like manner and 
with like e teot. with Uie other wanrants for the coiUection of taxes plaoed in 
his hands ; or lu I -)• diseretion, to deliver the same to a eoIlect<»r to be ap- 
pointed by said board <xt commissioners, who shall, if required br said board, 
iex0cute to said commissioners in their oorporate capadty, a bon4 with one cat 
fDOYQ sureties, to be approf ed by said eommissioners, or a majcoit^ of theni» 
which bond, as to iU penalty and oonditions, diall be the same as is by law 
required to be ^eeuted l^ the collectors of school districts ; and the said 
board of comlniasioners shall have the same power and authority in r^;ard to 
J9i^d bond and the collection thereof, as the trustees of school districts have by 
law, in regard to the bonds given by cdlectors of school. diatriets ; and tlui 
aaid collector shall have the same power in the execution of said warrant, that 
^epcollectors of taxes of said city have by virtue of this act. 

12. To have in all respecto tl^ sujperint^idence, supervision and maoagi^ 
faQnir of thei contunon schools in said aty, and from time to time iv sdopt, a^ 
Up, ittodil^ and repeal, aa they, xpajr deem expedient, m^es and xegUationa fot 
their organization, government and instruction, for the reception. kdpnjalQ.aad 



tfieir traajfei' fixim bna schod to another, and ge&ehifly for the prOiaotioa oi 
tfieir good order, prosperity and public utiUtj. 

18. 'Whenever, in the opinipn of the board, it may be adrisiCble tosellao^ 
•f the echoed hooMS, ioU or sites, or any of the eehool property now or heoren- 
ier belonging to the city, to report the same to the eommoo oonfleiL 

14. To prepare and report to the oanaasai oonndl audi ordifianoed aikkld- 

' fulattons as may be necessary or prope|*f<Mr the proteotbn, sale keeping, care 

■fid preservation of school houses, . lots, sites and ai^rartentmees, and all '^e 

property belonging to the city, connected inth, or appertainmg to the s^dho^ 

-aaa to siiggest proper penal^ea for the violii^on oi mieb. ordkances and regu- 

•lationa; and aBmudly to determine and certify to the said common ooiBtdl 

&e sums in their opmion necessary or -prciper to be raised mid» ifke ^hlb 

■action of this act, speofying the sums required for each of t^e deveral pur- 

. poses ther eia mentioned 

16. To unite with the commissioners of sehoc^ of any ad^oinio^ town, aiid 

' ifarm, regulate and niter any ^ dirtriot out of ai^ portion of the said dty and 

such town, whenever they shall deem it necessary add proper to do so, kk 

i^idi dase, so to as such district or districts are eoneemed, asd said beard 

•diall, during the eadstenee of such distriets, have the same powere and ^1^ 

. whi<^ the oommissioners of schools in towns have. 

16. Between the first day of July and the irst day ef August in ea<ii year, 
to make ^d transmit to the county clerk a report in writing, bearing date the 
.ftrst day of July in the year of its transmission^ and stating, 

1. The whole number of districts separatdy set off wiSju the said el^» 

- in porsuaoce of subdivision fifteen of this section : 

i. An account and description of all the common schools k^ in flaid 
-eity during the preceding year, and the time they hare sevoraliy been 
tau^t ! . ^ 

a. The number oi children taught in the said schools respectively, and the 
. number of children over the age of five and under sixteen [21J years nieidingin 

• tiM ci^7 on the first day of Jantiary of that year : 

4. The whole amount of school monevs received by tiie treasurer of the 

• said dty during the preceding year, oistinguishing the amount t'eceived 
from the county treasurer, from the town collector, and from any other and 
what source : 

6. The manner in which such moneys have been expended, and whether 
' any and what part nemains unexpended, and for whaA cause : 
1 6. The amount of inoney received for tuition fees during tlie year^ and the 
amoni^ paid for teachers' wages, in addition to the public moneys w^ such 
•ther information as the sup^intendent of conMnon sdioola may fhMn time to 
time re^^i^e. v -< ^ 

§ 14. AU persons collecting or receiving tuition fees pursuant to the dee* 
ignation, or the warrant of the said board, shall be liable fear $XL moneys thus 
eolleoted <»r i eeeived bv them in the same manner as collectors are for mon- 
eys received l^ them tor taxes, and any edilector of the said eity, and his 
sureties shall be liable upon his official bon4 fbr any default, deUnquenoy, n^- 
lect or miscondnet, m the duties with which he may be charged under or by 
tirtue of this act, in the same manner and with the like effect as fbf any ot^er 
effieial deiault, delinqwncy, neglect or misconduct ; and sudi toUwbor ekiA 
^Iso be liable to the same penalties for any su«& offidal miseonduct as f&i' 
aftv simyar miso<mduet in relation to any other duties of his of9iee. 

§ 1ft. The warrant annexed to anv rate bill pursuant to the previsiona of 
this act, shall be under the hands of tne commisslaners, or a majority of theio, 
and shall command the collector to collect from every person in such rate l^ 

- named, the sum th^ein set opposite his name, and in case any person so nam- 
ed, shall not pay such sum on demand to levy ibe same, to^e^r with the 
fees of said collector, by distress and sale of goods and cbattcSi <^ the persoA 
mho tmght to pay the same^ or of any goods and chattels in his possession, 
wheresoever the same may be found m the dty of Utioa, and to make rettim 
•f.such warrant te the treasuter of said eiWi ^n!M^ thirty daysafter the d#* 
Every t)ttfeof.. . "^ 
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.' ^ § 1 d* Such 'warrants shall have tKe like force and effect as warrants issufid 
by the boards of supervisors to the collectors of towns, and the ccdlectors ^f 
the said city are authorized to collect the amount due j&rom any person or p^- 
sons in the ^d city, in the same ^manner and with the same power that c^> 
lectors of a school district have for the collection of tax or rate bills issued by 
;tiie trustees of school districts. 

§ 17. The board of commissionei^s shall possess the same powers which iJ^ 
trustees of school districts have for the. collection of tuition fees, which shaJU 
not be collected by^ the warrant issued oy them Vith rate bills, and subject to 
the same regulations ; and they may in like manner as ihe trustees pf 
school districts, correct and amend errors in making out any rate bill, and refuold 
.to any person aiiy sum improperly collected in ccmsequence of such error. 
' § 18. It shaft be duty of the said board in all then* espenditures and c(^- 
traots to have reference to the amount of moneys which will be subject to 
their order during the then current year, for the particu^: ezpenditurea i;i 
question. . 

■ § 19. The said board of commissioners ^hall be the trustees of the distriet 
. library in swd city, and all the provisions of the act entitled, " An act in- 
specting the School District Libraries^'* passed April 15, 1^9, and all othor 
laws which now are or may hereafter be passed relating to district school U- 
brarles, shaU apply to the said coinmissioners in the same manner as if ther 
were trustees of a school district comprehending the said citj ; they shaU 
. also be vested ^th the discretion as to the disposition of the moneys appro- 
.priated by the fourth section of chapter two hundred and thirty-seven, of the 
Statues or eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, which is therein conferred up- 
on the. inhabitants of school districts. It shall be their duty to provide a U- 
brary room and the necessary library furniture, and appomt a librarian, tp 
Biake aU purchases of books for the said library, and from time to time ta«i- 
change or cause to be repaired damaged ix)oks belonging thereto ; they vs^j 
also sell any books which they deem useless, or of improper character, ana 
apply the proceeds to the purchase of other books for the sa^ld library. 

I 106. [Title 3; chap. 184^ laws of 1849.J The board of commissioners 
of common Qchool§ may from the moneys received by them for f^ sdiool dis- 
trict library, defray tne contingent expenses of the library and the salaiy of 
the librarian, and apply such portion of it as they may' deem proper to the 
payment of teachers skiffles. / 

§ 20. It shall be the dui^ of said board, at least fifteen days before the 
iuamnal eleotion for city oMcers in each year, to prepare and Report fco th« 
common council true and eorredi statements of the receipts and disbursemenis 
of moneys under and in pursuance of the provielons bi this act during the pre- 
eddSng year ; in wHch account shaJil be stated under ap|»ropriate heads, 

1. The moneys ralaed by the common council under the dighth sectiofi of 

S. , Hie sehool mon^s received by ihe treasurer of ^e city ftom the couii- 
ty treasurer and the eolleot(Mr of taxes for town and county charges in said 

8. The moneys received for tuition fees : 

4. Alll other moneys received by the treasurer subjeci to the order of the 
board, speoifying the sources : 

5. 13ie idannor in which sueh moneys shall have been expei^^d, specifying 
-the amount paid%ider each head of expenditure ; 

And the ccanraon council shall, ten days before the > said election cause the 
same to be published, with the statement required to be puUished by tbe 
thirty-third section of the act to incorporate the said city. 

§ 21. The said board shall be subject to the rules and regulations from. 
time to time made by the superintendent of common schools so far as the same 
may be applicable to them, and not inconsistent with the provisions of thia 
act 



§ 22. The common ootmcil of said citj shull have the power, and it shall 
be their duty to pass such ordinances and regulations as the s^d board of 
^wnmissioners may report as necessary and proper for the protection, safe 
keeping, care and preservation of the school houses, lots, sites, and appurte-^ 
nances, and all the necessary property bel(Higing to or counected with the 
schools in said city ; and to unpose proper penalties for the violation thereof 
subject to the restrictions and limitations contained in the ^t to incorporate 
IhC'Said city ; and all ^ch penalties shall be collected in the same manner 
that the penalties for violation of the city ordinances are by law collected ; 
and when collected shall be paid to the treasurer of the city, and be subject 
to the order of the board of commissioners, in the same manner as other mon- 
eys raised pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

§ 23. Whenever the said board shall report to the common council that it 
is advisable to sell any of the school houses, lots or sites, or any of the sdiool 
property now or hereafter belonging to the city, it shall be the duty of the 
eommon council to Veil the same without unreasonable delay, and up<m such 
terms as the said council may deem advisable. The.proceeds of all such sal^ 
shall be paid to the treasurer of the city, and shall be stibject t6 the order of 
the said board, to be expended by them in the purdiase, leasing, repairs or 
improvements of other school houses, lots, sdiool furniture, apparatns or ap- 
ptntenances. 

§ 24. Ilie title of the scl^ool houses, sites, lots, furniture, books, apparatus 
and appurtenances, and all other school ^operty herein before in this act 
mentioned, shall be vested in the city of Utica ; and the same while used for 
er appropriated for school purposes shall not be liable to be levied upon cfr 
Bo^doy virtue of any warrant or execution, nor be sul^'ect to taxation or as- 
besement for any purpose whatsoever ; and the said city in its corporate ca- 
pacity shall be able to take, hold and dispose of any real or personal estate, 
transferred to it by gift, grants bequest or devise for the use of common schools 
ttf the said city, wbether the same shall be transferred in terms directly to 
said city by its proper style, or by any other designation or to any other des- 
ignation, or to sny person or persons or body, foe the use of said schools. 

§ 25. All former acts and parts of acts in relation to common and free 
sehools in the said city, inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby 
repealed. 

[Chap, 66, Law$ of I860.] 

§ 1. Ibe board of school commissioners of the city of Utica diall aimnal* 
ly prepare an ediimsM of the amount of money necessary to be raised in the 
s^d aty, for the then ensuing year, for the payment of teachers' wa^;ee, ex- 
dusive of the public money and the money required by law to be raised bj 
ihe county and town by the act establishing fnee schbols.llu'oug^ut the state, 
and present the same to the board of supervisors of Oneida county, (at ^uat- 
4nnual meeting,) who shall cause the sable to be levied and odOiecled from 
.the^^said city in the same manner, as other town taxes ; but the sum to be 
raised by virtue of thb section, shall not in any year exceed twice the sum 
apportioned to the dty from the state school moneys , . 

% 2. The said board of commissioners shall appoint a superinteitident of 
common schools for the city, to hold his office during tibe pl^bsure of the 
board, and to perform sueh duties in the ear^ and oversigkb of the schools in 
the dty as it may charge him with. He shall be paid sudr compensation fot 
bis services as uie bowd shall from time to time determine, which shall be 
Audited and allowed^ as other town charges are in the said city. 
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WILLIAMSBUBGH. 

[Laws of 1851, Chap, til.'] 

' AN ACT in rel^ion to common schools in the dty of Williamsburgh. 

Passed April 14, 1851, " tibLree-fiftha being present" 

The People of the State of NevhYork^ represented in 8encite and Assembly, 
do enact as fouows : 

§ 1. The trustees of ooBcunan schools in the city of WilUamsburgh, hord- 
ing^ office at the passage of this aet, whose t^hn, under the proyisions of 
chapter one hundred and eighjty-one, laws of eighteen hundred and forty-four, 
would expire in May, ^hteen hundred and fifty-two, shall hcdd office until 
the first Hcmday in January, eighteen hundred and fii^-two, and no longer. 
The> trustees so holding office, whose term would expire M Ma;^, eighteen 
iumdred. and fifty-tibree, shall hcdd office until ihe fiirst >4!onday in January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-three, and no l<»]ger. And the trustees who shidl 
be , elected at the annual district meetingB.iii.May,> eighte^ hundred and 
MtY-outy shall hol4 office until the firsi Mondi^y in Jatmary^ dghteen hundred 
and fifty-four, and no longer* 

§ 2. At each annual section, for charter (^cera hereafter to be held in 
said cityv there shall be ehose& in^each watd, one trustee of common schools, 
-whose t^tm of office shall commehcc on the firdt Monday in January next 
auqceeding his election, and continue three years* AU persons Qualified to 
vote for members of the common coundl in said ^ty, shall be entiued to vote 
'£Qrs<^ool trustees, and the ^ectiibn e^all be conducted in the mamier pre- 
acribed hj law for othdr elections ; provided, that a separate boK shall be 
fHCOvidted iix each election district^ to receiye the votes of electors pr said 
trustees, and Uiat the ballots used in such elation, shall be endorsed "sdhdoL^ 
YAcaacies in the office of echoed trustee shsU be filled at the election next 
8UAceedi9g ^heir occurrence ; but persona chosen to fill the same, shall hold 
lofilce only for the residue of the term l^dken by the occurrence of such 
vacancy. All persona shaill be dUglble to the said office, who may be eligible 
by law to the common council. / 

§ 3. . The three school trustees of each ward» in offit^rat the^samie timid, 
ahall manage and contr<d the, common ischoola of such wtt^ in conformity to 
the provi9ions of this act, and the laws of this state. 

- § 4. The trustejBs of commoa schools of the several wards of said city« 
ah$dl in joint meeting, form a board of education. The said board shall 
have the general supervision of the schools of said city, and shall have power 
to make such rules for det^mining the qualifications of teach^ in aaid 
■schools, and ensuring unifonnity of books and school discipline, as the^r may 
ideem best for the interests of education. The said board shall maintaia 
achools for colored children, and shall hs^e power tor establish, manage, aod 
control evening schools, using for such purpose, such school-house or school- 
{houses as they may elect *, and when the same may appear to be demanded 
]bj the waots of the people, they may establish, numage and control an 
'Academy or high school The board of education shall make ita own by* 
laws, not inconsistent with the laws of this state ; and shall choose from 
their own number, imnually, a president, and also a elerk, who shall keep a 
laithful record of th^ proceedings of the boafd, 

§ 6. The several boai'ds of school trusteed shall by or before the first 
Monday of March in each year, prepare, and file with the city derk, a detail* 
.^ estimate of the necessary expenses, of conducting the schools in their 
wards respectively for the year commencing oq> the first day of Mt^ followr 
•iug, speci^ing in mich estimate, the amount necessary for teachers' wages^ 
for b(K>ks, lor maps, and other school apparatus, for fuel, for ordinary rep^s 
t^t sohpol houses, for ciontingent expens^ijtor salary of libraria&f tor the mtm^ 
.tenanoe and modetate inerease of me libradiea, for furniture, for defifiienciea 



of previous appropriAtions. The board of educatioQ ihaU in like maimer, file 
wi<ii the city olerK, an estuoate of the amounts necessary for their contingent 
expenses, and for conducting i^e schools for colored childreD, evening schools, 
and academj maintained bj them, specifying the branch of ai^:opnation8 
and the amounts necessary for each as in the case of the ward saiools. 

g 4. The city derk shall within ten days after the period named in the 
preceding section issue notice to the members of , the sdiool board of finanee 
CO meet at an appointed time and place within ten days after the date of 
lus notice. The school board of finance shall accordingly meet and consider 
tne estimates submitted to tl^em as h^^einsftor provided, adjourning from 
time to time as they may see fit ; provided, that the^ shall make a final 
dedsien respecting said estimates previous to the first Moo/dAj of May. Tbs 
.said sdiool ooard of finanoe shall have power to redne^ reject, or mcrease 
the sums named in the said estimates as they may think reaeonahle and 
expedient ; and leaving determined upon the amount neeessary, in tibdr opin- 
ion, for the proper maoaffement and support oJT the schools in each ward, tkey 
■hall file a statement under the hands of th^ president and derk, wi^ tlie 
trustees thereo(; settmg f(»th in detail said necessary amount, and the ymth 
ticular piirpoees for which said money diall be used. Having detemnned 
upon the amount necessary for the propef management and «upp(nrt of the 
achools for colored children, the evening schools, and the academy mamtain- 
ad by the boBrd of education, and for t^e contingent expenses of said board, 
they shaU file a statement thereof, similarly detailed, with the presldMit of thft 
board of eduoation. The^ shall also file duplicates of said statements with 
the eity oon^trdler and crty treasurer. 

§ f . The gross amount of money wUdi the said school board of finaneis 
shall so c«artify to be neeessary for school purposes, lees any balance of pre- 
vious appropriations for su^ purposes i^mammg unexpended in the ttteiatt 
and the amount of the distributive share of state sdiool money to winch tbb 
ittid dty diall be entitled, and mduding a suffident amount to entire the eity 
to such distributive share, shall be added by the common council of the said 
dty to the amount of taxes to be levied by them for the year, npon the real 
ana personal property <^ the dty ; and shall bepoid with other monies raised 
by tax, to the dty treasurer. The treasurer shaU disburse the same only ^ 
me order and on the warrant of the schod trustees of the seveiml warcL^ <nr 
e€ the board of education by its pr eddent and clerk, as the ease may b^ 
drawn in fiivor of the person enticed to payment^ and speaAjing the partis- 
ito purpose to whidi the money is to be apfdied. Tke treasurer shall honor 
such drpfts only so far as the q^ific appropriations by the school board of 
finance shall allow. 

^ ^ The school board of finance shall consist of the mayor of the ci^ 
tiM members of the dty board <^ finance, who are not members of the com- 
mon coundl and the trostees of common sdiools* The board shall choose ja 
preddeni tnta its own number. The oit^r derk shall be the cl^^k of said 
board, and diall keep a faithfnl record of its proceedings, entering the yeas 
and nays on every vote upon an approprianon. A majority of the sohobl 
trustees, with a minority of the members of the board, shall be a quwum 
flor ike transaction of business, but a less number may adioum- from time 
totkne. ^^ 

§ 9. When the pmdiase of real estate, or the erection of an edifice for 
school or academy purposes may be decided by the board of education to b^ 
oeeessary, they nail file the vote by which such decision shall have been made, 
including an estimate of the extreme amount of money neeessary for such 
purdhase or erection, with the dty derk who shall lay the same at its next 
meeting before the common eoundl of the said dty. If said comm<m eoim- 
dl after due deliberation, shaU also determine the same to be eanpedient, the 
■aid common eouneil shaU lay before the people, at the next eteetion, th^ 
question Aether they approve olSjtiie pr<^)oseo ereetion or pitf chase ; and If 
a majority of the ballots cast for and against sadi propedtion shaU preve to 
be in fay or thereof the said common council shall take measures to oanry the 



same into effect. And for this purpose the said common cotmcil shall hate 
pb^wu" tb add'^e necessary amotpitto l^e aanual taxes, provided that they ^ 
may at their' disoretkfti, tfivide su^ amomt into yearly nistalments, an4 
nuke t^nporar^ loaiM in a&tieq)ation thereof. < 

§ 10. The latle of i^ prop^y novr held by ^e seyeral sdiool distrioti • 
of the 'towh of WiUiamabmgh, «nid of all real estate and boildmgs purdiased 
and erected nnde^'^ds (act, riiall Test iaihA xity oi WilHamstyrargn ; uidnok' 
such jiropeHy shall be sdd or otherwise diyer^d from use fcr eciucatibnal 
porpoees, vithoai ^le recommendation' or congest of the board of ^ueation. 
Ill ease of each sale or direiiBion,the raltte of stKAk property shall be applied 
te Ae pdffohase or lepeciion of other pro|:terty for educational pui^MMsee, or t» > 
the reduetion of taxes for school purposes, -as may be recommended by tfaa 
board of > education. ' 

§ 11. If by any unforeeen casoaliy, damage shaU occur to 4he buildiaga < 
held ipy the e6y ror edtieational ^isrpose^ beyond the amount prc^erly f^ 
pvdpriated fbr r^)airs of such buuding^ the common council shau cause sudi ^ 
damage to be r^aired, and make sn^nal appropriations therefor. If sueh '. 
daBMige eoour by ftre, end is 'eoyerea by insuraivee, ihe treasurer shall coUeet > 
the iBsuranee; and the amoant Mprc^Mriated by tibe ooBamon > eoapGil to pay 
for repairs of damage to buildings, less the amount, if any, receiyed on accouqt > 
of in^urafloertn cane isaM'tencge oeM by &re, shall be added by the coi^amcti 
council to the annual* taxes next to, be leried i by them. 
^ ^§ 12, The city odmptroUer ^baH cause to bie and keepinsored, all build' 
ingsf held by ^^ eity for school purposes, f(^r a suffiei^t amount, in a eomp»- 
ny or companies of good standmg ; iftid 1^ expense of such insurance, if 
upon a ward school j^use/ shall Im paid by the warraot on aeoount of eco 
tmgent expenses of the sebool trustees of the ward in wMeh sueh ecbool • 
hohse is situated ; a»d if upon a buihiing used for a aehotA for colored ohti^ ' 
dren, or for an a<!adem^, by^ the >wan«&t on > same aoeonst oi the board ef 
educatioa ' i' i 

'^ 1^. The offloe of 8fl|>erinteDdent of common schools for tlM townef > 
Williamsburglv is hereby aboHdied The sums to wl^ch the ephoolaof eaiel 
city shall be eistitled: by ttte fat'^s of this states and which would bjB paid tp • 
such superintendent for distribution, ehall be plid to the trei^urer ef the' city . 
of Wilhaibsburgh. 

§ 14. The president of the boont of education, shatt make fpecfaeot msh> > 
itations of the schools and academy^ if sueh^ iAnere be, of said eity, reporting 
from time to time tothe boiird their condition^ 'and the measuree necessary 
iU'his opinion, to improf e thor efficiency and usefulness, 

§ 15. The common schools of the city of Williamsbufij^h, shall be free to 
all children of said city, between the ages of five and sixteen yeaie indd- 
sive ; provided, that a separate school or schools for colored children shaH be • 
makktained by the board of education. The said board shall prescribe tim 
terms of admis8i(m to l^e eveniqg schools and to the ei<^ academy, if any 
shall be establii^^ imder this act ; but iAi&j ihail not malDe the payment of 
any money for entrance or tukioit necessary to eiuch admission. ' 

1 16^ Tht office of: (Mstiict clerk is hereby* abolished., The books and 
papers in the hands of the clerks of the several' school districts of aaid eibf > 
at -the ex^imtion of 1^ year one thousaad eight himdred and fift?^^e, shaU 
be- i^acea in &e hands of tiie school trustees of the eorresponcbng wards. ^ 
The said trustees sh^ keep •correct records of their proceedings, and faaire ' 
the custody of all the papers and reeonls relating to Ihetb sev^al warde, 
except the deeds and mmmpMOts iof title to ihe^real estate, held for sehoel ^ 
purposes, which shall be deposited with4lie city comptroller. 

§ lY. The term of office of tiiQ i^fasf^efan ofjthjBf several school districts 
of the town of Williamsburgh, shall expire on the ifirst Monday in January, 
one thousand eight hundred and fift^Hnref at^ ^^be'Jchool trustees of each 
war4 shall annually, thereafter appoint, a IjbmriJ^n. Tni? said tn^isteee shaU 
coiittriae to'maiiitsim ^ pubKp H^ry, wlbich .rfiall be fr^e to all inhabitahte , ^ 
of tile walrd exercising the same powers in regard to iiiem wi& -which they 
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are now bj law iaTesUd. The pablie monej designated as *^ library money,'' 
shall with other public money as provided by section thirteen of this act oe 
paid to the city treasurer ; but so much oiihr of stieh lUwary money shall be 
appropriated to the purchase of library books or sdtMd apparatus as josn be 
required by the trustees of the seyeral wards and authonzed 1^ t^e school 
board of miance as provided in seetion five and section six of this act 

§ 16. fi»e monies paid or payable under chapter 181, laws of ^gfateen 
hundred and f orty-fow, to the trustees of the several seho(d districts of the 
said city before me first day oi May, ei^bteen hundred and fifty-two, shall 
continue to be held and disbursed by wem until that time. Tb^ eiad trus- 
tees shall then render to the city comptroller a full and correct account of 
their receipts and disbursments for the previous year, and i^aU pay orer to 
the eify treasurer any school monies remaining in their hands. 

§ 19. The common council of the city of Wilbamsbnrgh shall provide 
for the payment of loans lawfully made by the several sdiool districts, so isx 
as the same shall not be paid by appropriatipne made previous to the first 
day of May, ei^teen hundred and nfty-two. And f<N* this purpose th^ 
shall have power to add the necessary amount to the annual taxes of said 
ciiy. 

% ^0. The said common council shall have power to borrow mosey tem- 
porarily in anticipation of taxes for school purposes as for other pdrpoees. 

§ 21. The board of assessors for said eity for the year d^teen hundred 
and fifty-two.shall estimate the value of the real estate of said city held for 
8cho<d (purposes in each ward, deducting' therefrom the amount of indebted- 
ness due or duu-geabk upon such property on the first day of May, eighteen 
hundred md fifty-two^ and shall determine the ra^ whtosL said value besra . 
to the whole assessed valuatibnvof ^e real and persotial property in such 
ward. They shall file with the city oom|)treller a eitatement of s^oh value 
and ratio ; and if such ratio shall vary m the several wards, the common 
coundl of said city shall gradually, at theii* ^scretion; eddisdiaiinaite in. levy- 
ing the taxes upon the several wards, that eadi shall as near as may be, bear 
a just proportion aceording to its assessed valuation of t^e clauses of the 
property futeady purchased and erected for sdK>ol purposes. 

§ 22. The board of education shall provide for talung an annual census 
of all the children of iJie on the thirty-firSt.day of Dec^nbtef in each 

year, between the a^es of five and sixteen years indusire, which enumer- 
ation with all other infonnstion now required by law of s^od trustees and 
town superintendents, they dsall oaiase to be forwarded to the state si^periur 
tendent of cominon schools. The lexpense of such- enmneration sludl be paid 
by their warrant out of monies appropriated to their use fblr contingent ex- 
penses. 

§ 23. For the purposes of all acts which have been or may be passed by the 
legiaUtture of this state, providing for an equal diviedon of public money 
among the school districts of tiiis state, the eity of Williamsburgh shall be 
deemed to contain as many schod districts as school houses. 

% 24. K^ officer elected 4>r appointed under tins aist shall receive any 
eompensation for his seiMces, except the librarian. 

S 26. Qhapter 181, laws of eighteen hundred and f<»rty-four, and all oth- 
er acts and parts of acts inoonsist^it with the provisions A thisact, are here- 
by repealed. 

S 26. This act shall take effect on the first Monday in January, eighte^ 
hundred and fifty^wo, except as herein otherwise provided. 

WILLIAMSVILLE. 

[Xmw of 1«46, 0%>. 119.] 

§ 1. The trustees of the school district at the village of "Williamsville, in 
the town of Amherst and county of Erie, are hereby authorized, if the inbib- 
itants of said district shall at any regular school district meeting so direct 
to make thereafter, and until the said mhabitantB shall in like manner other- 
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wise d&ect, separate and cKstmCt rate bills, for t^O payment pf the wag68 of 
the teachers in the primary and^igher department of the schools kept m the, 
said district, in such manner to cofiect on account of sdiolars attending each .^ 
dii{)artment, such balance ad may be justly due for the wages of the teacher 
or teachers in that department, after the application to that purpose of sud^ 
share of the public moneys as shall be apportioned to each department by such 
trustees, by giving to each such proportion of the whole smn applicable to 
th,e payment of teachers' wages in botn departments, as^ihe number of schol- 
lars wno shall have attended such department during the' time for which such . 
fate bin is to be made, shall bear to the whole number of scholars attending 
both of svLch departments during the sam^ period. 

' INDIAN SCHOOLS. 

Zones of 1846, Chap, 114; Znws of 1847, Chap. 238. 

AN ACT to provide for the edttcathrt df children of the Onondaga Indume 
in the county of Onondaga^ and the chUdren of the other Indians redding 
in this state. . _ . r - 

:Passed April 30, 1846. 

3^ Pebpie of the Stdte of Kew-Torh, represented in Senate and Assfimhly, 
do enact as follows : 

^ I. lie agent 6f the Ononda^ Incnans in the counter of Onondaga^ ap- , 
pomted nnder the authority of this state, is hereby authorised, with the con- 
sent of the chiefis of the said tribe of Onondaga Indians, to cause to be built 
and furnished a good and sufficient sdiool-hc^e on the Onondaga reserva- 
tiooi, at an expense not exceeding thr^e hthdred dollars, for the accommoda- 
tion of the Indian children residing on such reservation ; and to organize a 
school therein, and the sum of three hundred dollars is hereby appropriated 
for the p^ment of the expense of erecting and fumishinff said school-house. ' 

§ 2. llie sum of two hundred and fifty dollars annuaUy is hereby appro- 
priated for the term of five years, for the payment of the w^es of a teach- 
er or teachers, and of the other expenses of maintaining such school ' 

§ 6, The sums appropriated by the first and second sections of this act 
shall be i>aid from time to time to the said agent of the Onondaga Indians 
on his jriving to the people of this state and filing with the state superinten- 
dent of common schools, a bond with satisfactory sureties, to be approved 
by BVLch superintendent conditioned for the proper and faithful expenditure 
of all moneys paid to him, or which shall come into his hands by virtue of , 
this act, and fot the rendering to such superintendent annually in the mdn& 
of October, a just and true accoxmt of all his receipts and expenditures, under 
the provisions of tins act. 

§ 7. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars is also hereby appropri- 
ated for the building and furnishing a school house on the lands of th^ St. 
Regis Indians, ui this state ; and the further sum of two hundred dollars per 
year, for the term of five years, is hereby appropriated for the payment of 
wages of a teacher of the school, to be kept in said school house, and for the 
payment of the other expenses of said school The moneys appropriated by 
this section shall be paid from time to time to the agent of the said St. Regis 
Indians, on his giving to the people of this state, and filing with the state 
saperintendent of common schools, a bond with^tisfactory sureties, to be 
approved by such superintendent, conditioned for flie proper and faithful ex- 
penditure ^tfain this state, of all moneys paid to him, and which ^lall come 
into his hands by vu^e of this act, and for rendering to the said superin- 
tendent aimtiaJly, in the month of October, a just and true account of all his 
reoeipts and expenditures by vui;ne of this act. 

§ 8. The sums hereby appropriated shall be paid out of the income of 
the United States deposit fund ; and the last two of the several annual pay- 
ments herein provided for» sbidl not be paid for the Indians riding on either 



of the Bald resUTRtioiu, imlew tbe ludlaiu on each reaeiT&tioD ahaU, befor« 
■dell paTQieiit in each jekr', ■ps.j into the hsnda of (he persons suthoiieed to 



school on sooh reseryation ; nor Bhall My of the asid ftnnual payments ex- 
cept the fir^ be made milegs the state superiatondent of anmmoa Behools 
■hall have satiafeatoty BYidence that a echool has been kept ia said school 
house for the term of at least aii montha during the praceding year j^Bueli 
twenty per cent shall be expended by such commissioner for the supixn^ and 
nuuiktenanee of the school or sohoola on the resarratioii, ocoupea by tb* 
ladSans ^jyi^S ^^ same. 

8 e. The achooU orgfuuied and establidied bj virtne of this act, shall be 
pubject to the Tisitatioa and ioapectioii of the Bvpfrintendant of eominon 
■dioola of the toim and oonaty vBwe tlie Nuii* iluul be mtoated. 

ATT ACT mafcing appropriaiiom for ImUding andfurttiihtng icliool hoiatt, 
mtd primdiitg ftf Ote tAteatimt of tie vhtidr«» of Jitdiaiu, raiding en tht 
■Oattaraugut and AUegany r m ir i atmra. 

Fused Mof t, IMT, "Uirefr-flfUis being present." 



sam of three hundred dollars is liereby appropriated for tbt 
furnishing a school house on the Cattaragus raserTatiwi, and the - 
three huodred doQara is hereby ^propriated for tlie boildiiq; 
ig a school house on.the Allegany reacTTBtioDi sut^ ichod tMnraea 
B, aeconuuodntioa and e^ueatioD of the Indian childieu rending 
eaervationa. 

auma appropriated by tUs act. and all appru>rialioaa madsi 
tFtei may be made for the edacatiou of the childjeo of Indiana - 
the Cattaraugus imd Allegany resetvations. shall be paid 6iit of 
if the United States doposite fund, to Chester How,'or his' sue- ' 
DtBxu, uu uid execating to the people of this state, aqd ^ing with the eape^' 
intendent of common schools, a bond in the penalty of two thousand doUara, 
wiA such sureties aa shall be approved by the said sifpcrinteadsat, c<mr ■ 
ditiooed for the &ithfiil expenditure of, and acooimting for all moneys vhich 
shall bereceived by him imder this act; and he shall, annually, in tbemooth 
of October, render an account to the comptroller, of all receipta and expwi- 
ditotea by him. 

.'3 4. The appropriations made for the education of Indian childruiTe' 
mSng OD said reaerrations, for eighteen hundred and forty-eight, and thera- 
after, shall not he expended by the said commissioner, mitil t£<o chiefs of tiie ^ 
Indiana residing on said reservations shall pay to the said oommiasioaer, 
twenty per cent, of the sums so appropriaJad, reapeotively, in each year, to 
be. applied by him to the majntenancse of the said school ; nor sliall tbe 
auma so appropriated be paid to tbe said commisaioner nnless the Buparin- 
t«ndeat of common ecboola shall have sBtisfactory evidence that schools 
have been kept on the said reaervations, reapeotiveiy, for a^ least six months 
during the preeediog year. 

g S. In case the eaid Chester Howe shall decline io accept ths trust ha«- 
by conferred, or to eseeute the bond hereW required, or in case of his daatht 
inaUlity or resignation, thecomptroljer of this state mar.appwut aomefit 
and proper parson or persons to supply such vacancy, whftupim;]*xe«utii^ 
the bond herein required, shall he entitled to receive ^d expend themcai,eya 
hereby appropriated, and eh all account for the aame in the mftniw and tyxBi 
the conditions herein provided. ' , , 

U 6. TbescbaidBeatabliBhedundert!uBact,ahallhesubJoctto.theTiBitation 
and inspection of the county and tovni auperintendente of ,cciminoD adioola, ' 
of^he county and town io which they slwil be )^pt 
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lOhtij^ 164» Lam<^ l^X, Revived h^ Chap, $9, Zavf$ of 1848.] 
AN ACT far the relief of the Shinecock tribe cf Jn^ns, 

' ' Passed April 19, 1831. 

§ 1. The enpermtendent of C(»xmioa schools shall in «7ery year hereafter 
^portion from school mon^, the sum of eighly doBars m addttioB to the 
cunomit to which the comitT of Snffdk is now entjitled by law ; which smn 
shall be paid on ibe first day of February in eyery year on the warrant of 
^e comptroller to the treasurer of said county. 

§ 2. The treasurer of said county shall apply for and receive the said 
sum as soon as the same becomes payable, and shall hold the same subject 
to t&e order of the town superintenoent of common sdiools of the towa of 
Southampton, whose duty it shall be to receive and expend the same in the 
payment of the wages of a competent school teacher or teasers, to be by 
them employed in instructing the children between tiiie ages of five and six- 
teen years, belonging to the Shinecook tribe of Ihdiuis residing in said 
town. 

§ 8. The said town superintendent shall hereafter include in the annual 
report, a statement of the length of time that a school has been taught in 
pursuance of this act ; the number of children taught in said school ; the 
mamier in which such moneys have been expended; a^ whether, any and 
how much remains unexpended, and for what cause, ana shall pay such bal- 
ances if au^i to their successors m office, to be by them expended as herein 
before provided. 
• —.» 

[Lava of 1861, CKajK 248.] 

AN ACT to provide for the education of the children of the Tascarora In- 
^ ] dianSf in the eourUy of Niagara. 

Passed June ^0, 1851, " three-fifths being present." 

7%e People of the State of Neto-York, represented in Senate ana Assembly^ 
do enact as follows : 

§ 1. ThiB sum of two hundred dollars a year, for the term of two years is 
hereby appropriated for the support of a scnool or schools to be kept for the 
education of the children of the Tuscarora Indians, on the Tuscarora Reser- 
vation, in the county of Niagara. 

§ 2. The Bum appropriated by first section of this act shall be paid by the 
treasurer on the warrant of the Comptroller, as the same may from time to 
time be w^anted, out of the income of the United States Deposite Fund to 
William Mount Pleasant, on his executing and giving to the people of this 
State and filing with the Superintendent of common schools a bond tdth 
satisfactory sureties, to be approved by the county Judge of the county of* 
Niagara, by an endorsement of such approval upon said bond, conditioned 
for the faithful expenditure of all moneys paid to him, or which shall come 
into his hands by virtue of this act and for rendering to said superintenden 
annually iu the month of October, a just and true account of all his receipts 
Bod disbursements by virtue of this act 

§ 4. It shall be the duty of the said William Mount Pleasant to whom 
the money is from time to time paid by virtue of this act, to eiq)end the same 
in the payment of teachers for the education of the children of the Indians 
on the Beservation aforesaid. 

[Laws of 1851, Chap, 861.] 

AN ACT to provide for the education of the children of the Tonawandd In- 
dians in the county of Genesee, 

Passed July 1, 1851. "by tf two-third; vote." 
The People of the State of New York represented in Senate and Assembly^ 
do enact as follows : 

§ 1. The sum of two hundred dollars a year,for two years, is hereby appro- 
priated ifor the support of a school or schools to be kept for the^ education of 

54 



370 

the cLildreu of Ihe Tonawsiida Indiiiis, od Ui«- 'Rmswffida r9iw>tK>n> in 
the coiintj of Qeneeee. 

g S. Tbe snm Bppropriated b^ the first eection of this aci'BhtJlbepudbjth« 
treasurer, od the warraat of tba oomptroUer, «« thb . BUtte m»j Iratn tvne to 
time be varied, out of the iDoome ot tlie United States depoeita food, to 
WitliuD P&rkei, od hie executing aed giriiig to 1^ people Cf tbis state and 
£liag vitb the auparintendtnt of cammDn echoels a Dond with aatU&ct'x; 
Buretles, to be approTud bj the coiiutjr jndge, of the county of Qenesee, 
1^ aa endoisemelit of such apprbral upcm said bond, coodituated for the 
futliful eipeoditure of all mooeja pud to hiai, or which shall come into his 
handa by virtue of IMs act, and for rendanng to eaid lapciiitMdent aoQU- 
ailv,of tbaniotitliof Ocliiber.ajiut audtiue aocountof aUhjarec^Csaod 
dieburBCnkeutl by Tiitoe^of this act. 

' g g. It ehall be the dutv of tfa« atid Willi<un Parker, M .Irbom tike .moD- 
By is from time ta linie paid by rirtae of this act, to esirad the same ia tlie 
payment of teaehers for the educatioa of the chil^en of the Indians m tLe 
reserration afureeaid. 

§ 4. TliiB act shall take effect immediatMy. 

D4BTRICT SCHOOL JOURNAL. 

[Zawa of lai O/uip.'iio, ai atneruled 6y§ H o/CTap. 1B2, Ja»»(/ 18*S.] 
§ 82. Thesuperintendentof commonflehoolfl,frOTnyeartoyear,8h«UbB 



STATE NORMAL SCHOOX* 
[La«, of 1844, Chap. 311.] 
AN ACT /w the tatahlMaurU of a Nomua School. 

Passed May 1, 1844. 
The People of the Stale of Ifev) York repretenlid in Senate and Autmilv 
do tnaclaifoliom: 

§ I. The treaaurer shaU pay on the trarrant of the comptroller, to lie 
order ot the superintendent of common $cboolfl from that portion of the 
avails of the literature fend appropriated hy chapter two hundred and forty ■ 
one of the laws of one tiouaand eight hundred and tfairty-foor (o the sup- 
port of academical departments for the instruction of teachers of commm 
sohoola, Oio sum of nine thousand aia hundred dollars ; which sum ehall be 
expanded under the direction of the auperiulandent ot common schools, and 
the regenta of the uoiversity. in the establiehment and suprlort of a normal 
school tot the mstrootjoD and practice of teachers of common schools in the 
science of education and ia the atf of teaching, to be located in the eonntr 
of Albany. , ~muw 



§ 2. The sum of tan thouatuid dJlws sh^l, aft^t^tiw present year, be 
snniuklly paid b; tlie trUurer on tlie wa.f-riint' of tfc«' comptroller, to the 
superintendent of commoQ schoola, from the reTcoue of the literature fond, 
for the maiatenance and aupport of the sdibul go established, for five years, 
and until otherwise diieeted by law. 

g 3. The said eehool Ehall be under the BUp«rviaioD, management and 
govenunent of the anperintendeot of commbD eoWib and the regents of the 
uniiersitj. The said £uperintcnd«ut and regents ehall from time 1o time, 
mate all needful rules and regulations, to St the number nnd coinpcosation 
of teachers and others to be employed therein, to preaeribe the preHininiuy ei- 
amination and-tJte tertns and tooditJonBon whifJ) pupils shall be received and 
itutrocted therein, the Buinber of pupiJa from the respective cities and coun- 
ties, omiXorming as newly as may bo to the ratio of popula^on, to fli the Iq- 
.ciCtioQ of the said school, and the terms imd c<Aiditions on niiich the grounds 
and buildings therefor shall be rented, if the same shall not be provided by 
the Corporation of the city of Albany, and to provide in all things for the 
good goverttment and management of the said school. Thcj ahall appoint a 
board donsistiog of five persons, of whom the said superintendent ahall be 
one, who sh^l constitute an dieoutive oommittee for (he oare, management 
and goveromeat of the said sdiool under the rules and regulatims presocib- 
ed as aforesaid, whose duty it shall be from time to time to make full and 
detailed -ref>orts to the said superintendent and re^nts, and among other 
thlogs to rboommend the rules and regulations which th^ de^n aeoessiry 
and proper for the aaid acbooi. 

§ 4. The su^rintendcnt and regents shall annnaLly transmit to the legis- 
lature a full accouot of their proceedings and expenditures of inoney undo' 
this act, together with a detailed report by s^d exetluiiTe eommittec of the 
progreas, condition and prospecta of the school. 
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8 3- Such youth 
such youths be supported or educated at said Noimal School for a period ex- 
ceeding three years. 

g i. The executive committee of the State Normal School ehall be (he 
guardians of such Indian youths, durmg the period of their connection with 
uie school, and shall pay Uieir necessary expenses, not escecding one hundred 
dollars per year for each pupil to be defrayed out of the money appropri: 
atcd by the first section of this act. 

§ 5. The Indian pupiU lelcoted in pnrsuaoce of this act, and attending 
said Normal School, shall enjoy the some privilege of, every liiiid, as- the 
other pupila attending said school, iuclujio^ the payment of tjavclling ex- 
peases, not exceeding ten dollars to each pupiL , 
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TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

[Lavt of 1847, Chap. 861.] 

AN ACT for the establishment of teachert^ institutes. 

Passed November 18, 1847, " tbree-fifths being present." 

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, 
do enact as follows : . , 

§ 1. The treasurer shall pay, on the warrant of the comptroller, to the 
order of the several coimtj treasurers of this state, the several sums of m<»i> 
ej hereinafter mentioned, not exceeding sixty dollars annuallv to any one 
county, from the income of the United States deposite fund, to be expended 
for the use and benefit of teachers' institutes as hereinafter provided. 

§ 2. Whenever a majority of town superintendents of ocmimon schools 
in any county in this state unite in a recommendation, and file with the 
county clerk thereof a certificate, signifying their desire that a teacher's in- 
stitute should be organized in such county, for the instruction «nd imprpve- 
ment of common school teachers for sudi county, it shall thereupon be the 
<iuty of such clerk forthwith to appoint three town superuitendents of the 
county, and notify them of theu' appointment, to constitute an advisory com- 
mittee, to make the necessary, arrangements for organizing and managing 
such institute, and such clerk shall also immediately give such public notice 
in such manner as he may deem most proper to the teadiers of common 
schools of the county, and to others who may desire to become such, specify- 
ing a time and place when and where the teachers may meet and form such 
institute. 

§ 3. Whenever any institute shtJl have been organized as herein provid- 
ed, it shall be the duty of said committee, and they shall have power to se- 
cure two or more suitable persons to lecture before such institute upon sub- 
jects pertaining to common school teaching and discipline, and various edu- 
cational subjects which may be deehied calculated to qualify common school 
teachers, and to elevate the profession of teaching and to improve common 
schools; and said committee shall keep an accurate account in itemfe, of the 
necessary expenses of such institute m procuring said lecturers, and other- 
wise, and shall verify said account by affidavit, and deliver the same to the 
county treasurer, to be audited by and filed with him when application sludl 
be made to such treasurer, as hereinafter provided. 

§ 4. Whenever any county treasurer shall receive satisfactory evid«ice 
that not less than fifty, or in counties of under thirty thousand population, 
then not less than thirty teacher^ and individuals intending to become teach- 
ers of common schools within one year, sh^l have been in regular attendance 
on the instructions and lectures of the institute in the county during at least 
ten working days, he shall audit and allow the account which shall be pre- 
sented to him by the committee as aforesaid, and shall pay over to jsaid com- 
mittee the amount so audited and allowed, not exceedmg sixty dollars in 
any one year, to be disbursed by said committee in paying the expenses in- 
curred by the institute as aforesaid. 

§ 5. Every such committee shall annually transmit to the state superin- 
tendent of common schools, a catalogue of the names of all persons who 
shall have attended such institute, with such other statistical information and 
within such time as may be prescribed b^ said state superintendent 
§ ' 6. This act shall take effect immediately. 
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LIBRARY MONEYS. , 

[XatM 0/1851. Chap, 426.] 

AN ACT to amend the act entitled^ "An act to establish free sch6ols through- 
out the State." 

Passed July 9, 1861. 

The People of the State of New- Torky represented in Senate and Assemblif, 
do enact as follows : 

§ 1. The A«t entitled, " An act to establish free schools throughout the 
State" passed A{)ril 12, 1851, shall not be so oonatrued as totprev^Dt or pro- 
hibit the distribution and application of hbrary money, in the manner hereto- 
fore prescribed by low. 

§ 2. Nothing in this act contained, shall be .so construed as to require the 
board of supernsora of each county, to raise a sum of money for library pur- 
poses, equal to the sum which it wM receire from the state. 

§ 8. This act shall take effect immedktely. 

WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY. 

[Laws of 1851. Chap, 449.] 

AN ACT to authorize the Superintendent of Common Schools to purchase 
Webster's Unabridged J)ictionary for the Common Scliool Districts of 
this State, 

^ Passed July 9, 1851. 

The People of the State of New-Yorhy represented in Senate and Assembly^ do 
enact asfollotcs : 

§ 1, The state superintendent of conunon schools shall cause notice to be 
pYGOf by circular, to^ one or more of the trustees of the several school districts 
m this iAsdBf on or before the first day of December- next, which circular shall 
state the terms, and the funds out of which the same is to be paid ; that Web- 
sters Unabridged Dictionary will be purchased by him, for each of the school 
districts in this state, entitled to participate in the distribution of public mon- 
eys for the support of common sonools : provided such district shall notify the 
town superintendent of common schools of their respective towns, in writing, 
to be signed by a' majority of the trustees of any school district that said Dic- 
tionary is wanted by the district giving such notice : such notice to be deliver- 
ed to such town superintendent before the first day of January next. 

g 2* The iown superintendent of common schools in each of the towns in 
this state, shall, on or before the fifteenth day of January next, make out and 
deliver to the county clerk, a complete list of all the school districts in their 
several towns : stating the number of such districts, and shall annex to the 
number of ekch desiring to purchase Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, that 
such district desires to purcnase said dictionary, and sbSil file a copy of such 
list in the office of the ti.wn clerk of their respective towns, on or before tl^e 
fifteenth day o^ January next. 

§ 8. The county clerk of each of the several counties of this State, shall 
tnmsmit such lists on or before the first day of February next, to the state 
superintendent of common schools. 

^ 4. The state superintendent of common schools is authorized to pur- 
chase of the publishers of Webster's Quarto Unabridged Dictionary, sudi 
number of said work as shall be sufficient to supply aU the said school dis- 
tricts in the state which shall be found reportea upon such lists as desire to 
purchase the same ; such Dictionaries shall be the latest edition of Web- 
ster's Quarto Unabridged Dictionary, print ed on superior paper, well bound 



four dollarBper volome; and bWI bepi. . _ . . __ _...., . 
almll be apportioned tu the sever*] school diatriots of the state for which Che 
same. shall be purchased, oue half thereof in the ;eai iB52 and paahaSS 
thereof in the year 1853, and the controat for such purehaae of the eaid pub- 
lishers shall proride for such lenns of payment, and the number of Dictioo- 
. ariea so purchased shall be delivered to the state superintendeut of common 
schools, before tiie first day of April, 185S. antj-shall be bj him delivered to 
(he town superintendent of common schools of the respective towns, before 
the &8t day of May, 18B2, 

§ 5. Tbe said town superintendent shall deliver aooh Diotienarj to the 
tmatoea of ench of the raid several districts in their ■ rwpecdve towns fat 
which they shall be purchased ai soon thereafleT as diall be practicable, and 
shall retain in hia hanila the sum of two dollars out of the library monies 
apportioned to such districts in the year eighteen hundred and flft j-two, and 
snch sum out of the library monies, to be apportioi)ed to suah district in the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-three, aa shal^ be aufiident to pay the balance 
of the purchase price of such DictioDarj, not exceeding the sum of two dol- 
lars, and shall deposite the same imiQediately thereafter with Che treasurer 
of their respective counties, and take a receipt for the same and deliver such 
receipt to the county ilsric of their respective counties, to be forwarded by 
such county clerk to the state Buperintendent of common achoola. 

g 8. The monies so deposited with the treanwera of the respective coun- 
ties shall be subject to the order of the state superintendent of eommon 
schools, and shnll be by him received and paid to the publishers of eaid Dic- 
tionaries upon his contrai:t for the same. 

§ 1. Such dictionary shall be kept in the libraries of the ]ibrarians of 
the eeveial twhool dielnets of this state, during the time there shall be no 
school taught in said district, and subject to the same rules thai are ^plicable 
to other books io school district hbraries ; and during the time a school shall 
be (aught therein the said dictionary shall be under the controlof the teach- 
er for the time bei^g, and Bekept and used in said aohooL 

■pKOCEEDINGS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS UNDER ACT 
OF 1849. 

IXaiM o/,I861. CAop- OOO-J 



Pawed Julj 10, IS51. 
ISe People of the Slate of ITem York, reprelented in Senate and Auembla 
So enact as follom .- . . 

% I AU-theacts offliflseTeralidiooI-diatrictsofthi8Biate,providingforflie 
raising of nooneys by tax, for the support of common schools therein, during 
the yeara, one thousand eight hundred and Fori 
dred and fifty, and prior to the first day of Hi 
and fifty-one ; and all the aota of the trosleet 
the raising of mone — ' — '-~ '" ''-' —--■■■ 
triets. for tile term o 
day of May, 1651, s 

2«, !B49, entitled "An act establishing free Bcl 
the acts amendatory thereof, ire hereby declari 

g 2. Nothing in this act shall be construed 
ftcen commenced agaiusl a»j trnstse, or other 
Saidyeara; nor ftlfect orimpait any rights ofa 

§ 8. This aet sball tike effect um^diBtel}. 
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ERRATUM. 

t 

Page 342, Paragraph VII "Annual Report of Trustees,** in the 4th line 
substitute «§ 116, (No. 186") for «§ 115, (No. 137.") * 

In Subdivisions 3 and 4»or i^me head strike out Hie words " the name and 
age of each child," so as1;o maJ^e the sameccMohnable to thelawat page 
122. 

TO TRUSTEES AND TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS. 



\ 



This volume is to be regarded' as the property of the district or 
town to which it is sent, and of the Trustees or Town Supf^iirteni* 
eoiie in th^, qfflcial eapofitip : and la to be idelitered; ait ikkQ es^ 
ration of their official term, to their successors in office. When n6t 
required &t ^i^'ent me hj thie ti*ustee3, it should he d^osited l/rith 
tfil'liislrict Clerk. 



. ♦ ' . ■ . . J 



; ,/' .■ 



1 1 . 



1 / 

' f T r r 






1 



THEENJ)f. 



,1 « ) ' 

• 



.;■;! J rr , ■• .11- . ..]:•.■ ',.■ , , ■ ■■. .>'•.; fs- 

.' f ■ < 



'./ ' J ' - . t *tl ■ Jf/ 



. ' . ^ ■ i .,...•.> If . :i I , i. > : . . ' . 'J 



■ , . , ■ ' ■ # -> 



' r ' ' ;','■..'' r . . 

N 

fj'-' 1,'" ■'' . -^ , 



f, . I • - ,i' ' ] i • 



t i; n i'! : Ai • . ■ ;. ■ .. . ■ ; . ■ = • -- 



(." ' • <!' ■ ' . ' I ' . / 



% 



INDEX. 



A. 

ACADEMY. 
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when and how to be procured, ...k<^.... 120, 19d. 

ADMINISTRATORS.— See Executors and Administrators, 
AGENT. 

Land occupied by, when taxable to non-resident owner, 212. 

ALBANY, City of, ^ • . 

Laws respecting common schools in, « 2*79. 

ALIENS. 

Qualifications of, as voters at sdiool district meetings, 110, 193. 

ALLEGANY AND OATTARAUGUtf RESERVATIONS. 

Act to provide for the education of Indian duldren on, , 868. 

ALTERATION* OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS— See School Dwtiicts. 

When to talce effect, when made without consent of trustees, •. 108. 148. 

Not to be made to take effect between the Ist of Dec. and May,.... 108, 148. 
Consent of trustees to, when and how to be given and notice to^ 108, 148, 144. 

General principles appUoable to, 148. 

In joint school districts, how to be made.......... 108, 146, 147, 148, 188, 184. 

AMHERST.— Side Williamsville. 

ANNUAL MEETINGS. 

Time and place of holding, when and how to be fixed,... Ill, 112, 1*78, 1*79. 

Special annual meeting, when to be held, 111,112,1*78,201. 

Proceedings of not to be invalidated by want of due notice d^. . 112, 1*79. 

Notice of time and place of to be given by district clerk, 115, 1*78, 268. 

When notice of to be given by trustees, 115,178. 

When notice may be given by inhabitants, Ill, 112, 201, 1*78. 

Adjournment of when authorized, 179. 

Form of notice for, v* • ••• 258, 259. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS. 

Of the state superinteiideiit, what to contain, ...» 96< 

Of town superintendents, when to be made and what to con- 
tain, ......^ 104, 106, 1€4 taiee, 174. 

Of trustees of districts to be recorded by district derk, * 114. 

Of trustees, when to.be made and what to contain, 122, 128, 242, 248 to 248. 

Of county derk, when to b» made and what to contain, 127* 

When to be returned to trustees^ by town superintendents, for 
correction^ ..,..,». ..» *...... . 164. 

ANNULMENT QF DISTRICTS. ' 

Proceedings of town superintendent on, and disposition of district 
property and monies, 109, 146, 146. 

APPARATUS.— Bee School Apparatus. 

APPEALS. 

When authorized to be made to state superintendent, ,...,, 124. 

Town superintendents to furiuah answ^ns to, 169. 

Regulations respecting, 2*74 to 278. 

APPENDAGES TO SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Taxes for, how and when to hfi levied, 111. 

Trustees to furnish from funds raised for that purpose, 116. 

Wood-house, fence and bell may be procured by tax, 190. 

APPORTIONMENT OF PROPERTY. 

On annulmeot of school districts, when and how to be madc> 109, 146. 

apportionment' of school money. 

By state superintendent, how and when to be made, 92, 97, 98, 103, 139, 140. 

On the division of towns, or erection of new towns......... 98, 99. 

To be certified to comptroller and notice to county clerks, 99. 

By Town Superintendents, how and when to be 

made, ..,., 92, 93, 98, 102, 103, 149 to 164. 

Notice of to be filed by county clerk aiA certified to county 

treasurer and board of supervisors 100. 

pn the alteration or division of districts subsequent to the date of , 

.their, annual report, .......j..v... ^.. 1()3, 104. 

On the formation ot districts previous to ihe date of such report,... , 104» 
ASSESSMENT AND COLLECTION OF TAXES.— See Taxes, 

Tax-lists, Trustees of School Districts. 

General provisions respecting, 117,118, 119, 201 to 219, 

'Proceeding for equalization of in joint district^.., 113. 

Valuations of taxable property, how ascertained, 119, 209 to 216* 

Proceedings on claim for reduction, and when valuation cannot be 

. ascertained from last assessment roll of town, 119, 209, 210 to 212. 

ASSESSMENT ROLL OF TOWN. 

Proceedings for the equalization of, in joint districts, v..«. US. 

Valuations of taxable property, to be ascertained from, 119, 209, 210, 212, 213. 
Errors in, when and how to be corrected by trustees in assessment 

of district tax, 212. 

In joint districts, valuations how to be ascertained from, 212L. 
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stalments, iw.i...^;........ «;... ;...«..^..« J... IIS^ 
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B* ■ ^ 

BANKS AND BANKING ASSOCIATIONS. 

Liability of to taxation for school district purposes, ., 207. 

BELL. 

Tax may be Voted for, by inhabitants of district^,.,4 ^^ • 19Q. 

BLACK BOARDS. 

Taxes authorized to be levied for purchase of.. .....,.., Ill, 180. 

"When library money may be {ipplied to purchase of, 126, 18^ 

BLANK BOOK. . , " ' . ' 

For recording proceedings of districts, how & when tp be purchased, 1 IL 

For receipts and disbursement of trustee property of di&trict 

and teachers* lists, ',\ ....120, 199, 231, 

BOARD. 

Of teachers, how to be provided for,... 222, 22S. 
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Duty of in. assessment and collection of state ia^ ,...„, 92, 9t, 139. 
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Act to provide for fi-ee sch'obls in,.,., l.,w. ,.. 291, 

- I _ ". . . / t f • 

\ a ■ , , • ■ • . 



d7# 
C. 






/<■ . 

OATALOaUE. : '; . 

Of books in district libraries, when and how to be f umidhedi Bj' ; i 

trustees,. w.'^..'.J........»*.*..««^A'.«.%^.«.«t..»w;«.«. 151,".l*54j &00;i^5J 

. O ATTAR ATTGFS AJKD ALLEGANY RBSERVA3PieKS. . ■ 
Act to provide for the education, of. Lidian.childrfin r^idiag il^.vw ». : . ^68. 
OERTIFIOATES OR QIJALIFIOATIOM:. ' 

By state superintendent^ in what cases to be granted.»X...w...,*.^....,,. ; 06. 
Powers and duties of town supermttndents in ^ttntin|^ and an*^ 

nulling,..>. .....Ui.....:.:...* 10^* 108,1 16* to 160.* 

To teaeherd in joint districts) by whom- tQ be; gmntted aad'aii- ' 

nuUed, ,.; lot, 165, 15S.^ 

Fw-m of, and::ol iAsfruinentforwinalnsM^ <>^u.*;.,.v^.*.wi..^.i.';t.i l*74i 

CHALLENGES. . > 

Of votes in di|*rfct taeeting^ when and bf whom to be madis,'.,, . ; . IIO. 

Declaration' to be made, efifeot o^ and penalty for- false declaratipn^ ''410. 

CHAMBERLAIN of the City of New- York.' ■ '/ . 

Shareof 8cho61 money to b6paid over to; ...^.......'..... I:06f 

6aty of m- applying for and* receiving the sainef,.' .,........:.',.!: 100. 
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Origin, Progress and Present Condition of, 6 to 90. 

General Oatlines of, ®^* 
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Duty of under act to provide for the purchase of Webster's dictbn- 
ary for the use of the several school districts,.. 878. 

COUNTY POOR HOUSE. 

Children supported in, not to be included iivannual report of trus- 
tees, 122,248. 

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

Efforts for establishment of office of , >.... 44,45,47* 

Ap|K>intment of provided for, .....^ 50. 

Administration o^ 53, 58. 

Office of abolished,....; ,.,. 65. 
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Remoyablo from office by state superintendent.......... ,«...«..-•«•#. lSl»;i^d, 248* 
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PrqyiBion for costs and expenses of suits brought hj W/i 
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Forms of notices by, for annual, special and adjourned district 
meetings,.,..; ;....*....,...; « «...., 358, 259. 

To forward to town clerk names of district officers, 259. 

Duties of, in reference to District School Journal, 259, 260. 

DISTRICT COLLECTOR. 

When and how to be chosen, 111. 

Vacancy in office of, how to be filled, : .,..» 11^. 

Penalty for refusal to serre, or neglect of official duty,. .i.... 114. 
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or wilful -neglect of official duty, i... 181, 166. 246. 

Provision for costs and expenses of suits brought by and against, 1^, 129, 169. 

Liability of, in the execution of process, .*. 151, 262. 

Eligibility of teacher to -office o^ 262. 

MBTEIOT LIBRARIAN. 

When and how tobe^hoseU) ...:* 111,264. 

Vacancy in office of , how to be filled, ; 114,264. 

Penalty for vefusal to serve, or neglect of offieitd duty, ..4*.........., 114 

Resignation of, how and to whom jto be made, and notice of, ^*.. 1 14. 

To' be subject- to the direction- ef trustees -and -removaUe by 

liiem, ...^ 125, 126, 264, 

Powers and duties o^ in reference to district library, 241, l64, to 270. 

DISTRICT LIBRARIES, \ 

History of establishment aind organi«fttion of, ...: 27,81, t% 8*7, 89, 43lj 

Tisuc for ptffchaee of, authorized, u* i.....tt4«^.iM....k 1^, 182, 188, 190. 

AppioprirfWn. for,. .,..,: Ifefi, 1«9. S7>^ 



Trustees of district to be trustees of^ 125. 

J*owers, duties and liabilities of trustees and librarian 

of; 125,126, 233to24f2, 264 to 270. 

Qeneral principles applicable to the selection of books for, 2S4 to 240. 
'^General regulations respecting preservation of, to be made by state 

, , supt. 126, 264. 

Powers and duties of trustees of in the imposition and collection of 

fines, , ,..: 126, 240, 241, 242, 264. 

when libraries of two or more districts may be united, 126, 183, 265. 

"VVTien library may be selected by state superintendent, 126, 188. 

Liability of trustees /or neglect of, and loss of books from, 125, 126. 

Catalogue of, and number of books when and how to be made and . 

furnished by trustees, .' 151, 154, 199, 200J 240, 2^5. 

!lfcegulations of "state superintendent for preservation and use of 

books in <fea...... 240 to 242, 267 to 270. 

When authorized to be placed in charge of teacher, 273. 

DISTRICT MEETINGS— See Annual Meeting, Inhabitants of ' . 

school districts Special Meeting. 
Kotice pf, when and how to be given, on the formation of dis- 
trict, ,....,....: ...., 109, 110, 144. 

Duty, of inhabitants to attend, 110. 

Qualiftc^tions. of voters in,"....,.. ...... .....'..,........... 110, 193. 

Challenges how and by whom to be made ; declaration and effect 
o^ and paialty for false declaration, and for voting at, without 

being qualified, ^ 110, 194. 

Powers and duties of inhabitants entitled to vote in, 109, 111, 115, 178, to 195. 

AUeratioQ, medifioatioD or repeal of proceedings of^ ^...•*..... Ill, 194. 

Notice o^ to state the purposes for which called, Ill, 200, 258. 

Ann ual meetings, when and where to be held, and time and place 

of, when to be fixed, 111,112,178,179,258. 

Special meetings for election of district officers, when and by whom 

to be called, ..,./l, Ill, 112, 178, 201. 

Proceedings oi; not to be invalidated %j want of notice Ac, 112, 179, 268. 

Proceedmgs of, to be recorded by district clerk, ...J * 114, 258., 

Notice of time and place o^ to be given by distiict deck, 116^ 200, 238. 

!Wlien notice of^. to be given by trustees, ..../. - 115. 

Appeals to state superintendent from proceedmgs of^ ^ 124, 275 to 278. 

Mode of proceeding in, ...^ j..^...... 190 to 198. 

^Mode and form «f keeping minutes and record of proceedings 6^ 191, 192. 

Form of notice for onnual and adjourned, ...'. ..u.i 259. 

DISTRICT SCHOOL JOURNAL. 

To be forwarded by mioil to the clerk of eaeft district, 259, atO. 

Duty of district elerk in reference to .'. 259, 260, 870. 

DISTURB A.NCEg IN : SCHOOL DISTRICT. 

Penaltiea for, how collected and applied, ,...;.. 180, ^56,tUUr. 
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Ptf*. 

E. 

EMBEZZLEMENT. 

Of public money by town superintendents or other school officers 
penalty for, 18L 

ENUMERATION OP CHILDREN. 

How to be made in annual reports of trustees, .,.. 122, 123, 248, 244. 

EQUALIZATION OF TAXES. 

Proceedings for, in the case of joint districts, 113. 

ERRORS AND OMISSIONS. 

Equitable power of state superintendent in case of^ 103, 198. 

In tax list and rate bills, when and how to be corrected, 121, 202. 

In' reporting names of district officers to town clerks, not to inval- 
idate election, 259. 

EXECUTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS. 

Liability of, to taxationfor school district purposes, 214, 215. 

ex3:mptions. 

Of indigent persons from payment of teachers wages, wholly or 
in part, 93, 116, 224 to 280. 

How certified and collected by trustees, 93, 116, 224, to 280. 

Of property from levy and sale on warrants for collection of rate 
bills, 93, IIT, 228. 

Of inhabitants in certain cases, from tax for building school bouses, 119, 215. 

F. 

V . 

FENCE. ^ 

Tax may be voted for by inhabitanta of distriot, ..•««..«4. 190. 

FLUSHING. 

Act to establish free schools in town ol^. ....^...^..^ .ii...... 298. 

FORFEITURES.— See JPe7)altie& and ,F<^fdtux^9. 

To be sued fw, recovered and applied by town sii^erintendent, 102* 

To be siied for recovered and applied by truslJees of district, 120. 

FORMATION OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS.— See School Distrieis, 
Town Superintendents. 

General principles a|^licable to, % 148. 

Form of resolution for, ; ..«..,! 171. 

FORMS PRESCRIBED BY SUPERINTENDENT. 

Of bond to be given .by town^uperintendent to supervisor, 1*70. 

Of resolution for formatlon'of new district, 1*71. 

Of notice to trustees not givtng their consent to alteration of dis- 
trict, .*v 172. 

Of notice of the first meeting^f a district for organization, ;. 172. 

Of resolution for the alteration of a district, *. 17S 

Of proceedings in the formatitm or alteration of a. joint district 174. 

Of certificates of qualification to teachers by town superintendent, 17* 

Of instrument annulling teachers certificate, 174 



Plfft. 
Of annual report of ioym supermteiijent, .•; 174. 

Of resolution for raising a tax for erection of school houses, .,^^.. , 187. 

,0f list of ayes and noes for taking votes in school districts, ......... ' 191. 

Of minutes to be kept bj district clerk of proceedings of district 

^ mating, ...^ ' 192. 

Of minutes to be kept bj district clerk of proceedings of district 
meeting in reference to ^change of «ite of school house in unal- 
tered district, 192. 

Of district tax Ibt and warrant, ^ ,..,.».>, SlV, 218. 

Of assessment for teachers wages, c«rti^Qate«l excAifAiQlA, tate %B1 . 
'and wavrant, 4...»*«.«.«'*.v.«*»..«.«»i.t»c*..w.i«.4i^*«««««>.k<«.ii44*.i»«»'«%>280, 237. 

Of annual reports of trustees of school districts, ^.J... ;.*•...».#' t d44. 

Of annual r^pottof t^teev of joint^btriets, »v..^...i ^^.^^w ; ^ dM. 

Of bond io be giren by district ooUeetor, „».^**„J^,^*„%i.,.*,.,^*,*^^ - £67. 

Of notices for anmud, adjoomed and special dists^fet meetings,.^. *. 4 168, 2i9. 

FREE SCHOOLS. ... ! . 

History of the esta bll afani e ait and orgaoimlKoa cf, 62, 68, 6Y» 68, 69^ 71 to 85. 

Act for estabUdunept of; tkroughouAi thestAte, .4...^...o«^.*.*...*W: - 92. 

IjH the village of Bushwick act for the establishment .o( t..r««^ .991. 

In the village of Cohoes, ••..... , .|9)B. 

In thetowB of. Flushings '.^..^ «»w.*.4;.i..4»*...#« ,...4»«4.f..,. . 2d8. 

Inthetow^.of liansidgburgh, ..-,.., J. .V..,;* 4*^„.,^^.^o,.. ..,,.....,• ,, ,po4. 

JiLthe town of JfewtowHi^. ,.,*.... ,f....,,A...tt...... ..,.. 816,.Slt. 

In the village of Poughkeepsie^ ...4. t..v...u..*«;.««^...^..,., .••.••«.*» , 88Q. 

Jn the city of jTroy, r— 8<>1, 856, 857. 

FUEL. , 

Taxes for, ajuthorized to be levied, «.,....* ; 111. 

^IjWslees to furnish, from funds coUeq^ed thereof, from the district, . 115. 

When trustees to provide and levy a district tax therefor,^ 120,, 216. 

Oannot be provided but by voluntary i|rrai]^ement in any other 
mode tJbifp that prescribed. by law, ..«• , , 190,216. 

■ ■ . '■■6:' .... 

OEKEfeAL DEPUTY B^PBRIKTBIIDBNT. .- 

T6 be appointed by the state Bup«Htttettdetit ; peweit akid duties of, ' 96. 
•'OtENS -FALLS;- ' ' '" 

Act to unite the libraries of the 'sefeiied 'districts vA the village of, - * 800. 

teLOBfiS. 
^^axes "authorized to be levied fbfpurcha^<)f,.. ......!. ill, 1^. 

When library money may be applied to purdisse df, 195, IRl, 1^. 

"GOSPEL AKD SCHOOL LOTS.--^ee Trustees ef gospel and school lots. 

Provisions respectmg, 182, 188; 184, 141, 149, 161, 1^. 

Powers and duties of trustees of,....: .»...:..: j. .. IB8, 184. 

Application by trustees t>f fundi atitidg fronl,i:. ^ VOS, 

GUARDIAlTS. 

IkbiUtyof totaxatloiifbi'sdiooldiitrict pat)»oiwa,... 214^ «15. 

95 
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H. .■ ■ . 

HOLIDAYS. 

On what, jMihool may be dismiased, »...«..,. .^ , 274. 

HUDSON OITY. ^ ' ' 

Act i9 relatioD to common scliools in,i^..v«.^r»*****^*'*<*>**v"> SOI. 

• I. 

: 

INDIAN OHILDREMT. 

Tnisteea not to indndt JD anaiial rQ|M)rtH * <...«...;... *»• . Itt, 

Act ta pcovide for the aduoation of, ia State nonnal school,. <*.^*4*« . $1 1. 
INDIANSOHOOLS. . ^ '^. -^ 

Act to provide for the educati0B.of Ihe cMldrea of tlie.Ottondi^ 

and St. Bfigis. tribes of. Indians,. •••>*.•*».. 4*. ^*.*ii....«'*.M*»^f'**-<«> ,M7.' 
Jkk for Indian duldrien on Ae AUegaay. and Qattomiigws teiegy«>Uwi8, 949, 
Do. for diildren of the Shineoock tribe in Southampton, Suffolk Co^ t69. 
Do. for the ddUdren of the yEiuutactmf ladians Id Niagara Cooatjr, M9. 
Do. for the children of the 'Feuawanda Indiam in the ooouty of . 

Gene8»ee».«*.4 ....*.;..«...«r.....,^« ...>*. .^4i*.u...«... ...• 9€9. 

INDIGENT PERSONS. 

To be exempted bj trusteee from payment of -teaobept- ira^es, vrhok' 
^ Ij or in part ; and exemptions 4iew to be cMfted audi colleoft^ 

ed, *.....;.....*.... ..4....... .w.... 9H lid, 21MI todSD. 

INHABITANTS OF S0HO0LDISTBI0T8. i ' -' 

Powers and duties of;..;. ...v.;... ..;.•.•.•. .:..-... .• JO*,' 110,^78 to 196. 

When and how to notify legal voters of time and place of first - 

meeting in the district,.... .....;...; ..'..;.::.'...' 109, 144, 146. 

When authorized to g^ve notice of fttiiittaliifeetirig,.. .:;.-....... ...... Ill, 201. 

Penalty for refusal of, :.....; , Ho. 

To attend district meetings when duly notified, «.... 110. 

Qualification df voters, pro<reeflings on challenge; pena% fbr fidke 

declaration and for voting without, being qualified...... 110, 193, 194. 

Proceedings of on change of site of nifaltered district, 1X3, 184, 185, 186. 

When authorised to direct sale^of 9Q|i|Ocil4MWS»,afi4 fite, ^ IjlS, HI, 196. 

Authorized to ptfotide Ipr d^ei^ieles in tax list kIc^ ^.^».^.. 116, 18^. 

When exempt firom tax for building school house, ..^..»^... , llf. 

May vote a tax £;>r purchase of district Jibr^ry,...,. -.,...... 126, 1^2, 183. 

Reconsideration of proceedings of, when authorized, , 111, 194. 

Authorized to direct division pf teachers ;ppn^ into portions, 116, 188, 190. 
Power of. inr jpint districts to decic^eoi^ propos.^d alteration in cer.- [ ; 

tain cases,..,. - „«..^,^.....^..m.....^..,*. 108, 147,183, 18^ 

Powers' eonfen;od upon, to be- strictly pursued, „.^„ 1Q4. 

Pewen and duties of, ip the designation of ntea £or school bpuse^, 196, 188,, 1 89. 
Do, da. . in building, hiring, ipiuxchasiDg and xepariag schocd. . ^ 

house and providing furniture, fuel and appendages, 186, 107iX8^« i89, 1^ 
Do.:... do. . itt disp^attiiett. of ttw* ,<llrtri^ ,. , 190. 



But not for eontingeooi^, op^ arr^a^es genexfUy, without specify- 

itig th« flame„.,.^M...^..,»f....v..r«M........ ...... ..••••? ?•?••••••••.••. 1^0, 

Mode of piooBf^yiqgff. pf^ in 4i9tjictn^#eUQgHTf*^***-**»*<h •«• ^*^;^ ^!^i^ 

Iftodea nd fwm of keeping foinutesiuii record^ of jHroce^ediagB oi;, A91^ jl,92. 

WSPECTipN Aif p §v?:br¥:isiok p? pcBfppLa ' . ^ 

Pofrer and duties of tQifii^aiipier^^ifai^its ^onoen^g^ ^Tt 1Q8, IH to 164^ 
INSTALMENTS. - . ;., ,. u ' ► ; vi •< 

.l^en and hoif ,taiz for building, iio^ aoliQol 1u>t)»^ nfij ^ vmd l^« . . , ^}A, 



:> , • ' ' 



-■ ; J, '■■••'•.' •-.-.:• \ 

JOINT LIBRARIES. ' ' ' ' , V!^ 

*Wben and how io he ppordiased !>/ two -or mate adjcaning distncis, 126^^ l6$. 

Jpint. librarian to be appointed, , .?.^ .'. ^, 12^. 

ProYision for divinoa of books, <bc.,ia^^.,., ..,.,. ...,.., '^" 12Y> 

JOJNT SCHOOL DISTRICTS. ' / * 

Oertificat«s of quafificadooi to teachers k, by whom to be granted "' 

and annulled, *^-^ - lOY, 16$. 

Pormation and alteration of, how and ft^'whom to be made, 108, 146, 147, 148. 

Hajoritj of officers of each towa to concur in, I4$f}4fi, 

When aiid how special meetiog; to b«^^<;^Ued hf ^own^ s^p^ if decide. r 

' .qn prppoaed altei;ation Jc^ and e&ot of d^pif^^n of auclji sMet- > , . . , 

iiig......»..V.;... .'......^ ..A........ 108, m^ ^«ii«i. 

Certificate of town supt on tai; ^ceed||ig |409 for biiilding^ hiring 

or pnrcbaeong school house, p,.^..^..,,^.*,... .,.,,. 1)2, 1&1« 

When and how yaluation of |axab(e jftopertj im^ mi^ be equaUxec^ ^^^ 170. 

Annual report of trustees cSf , when to be made and what to «oq- 

tain...... ;.... ^' ...^ 128. 

Form of resolutioa for formation w alteration ef, ,..^...., 174. 

Duty and power of trustees in assessing taxes in, C ' ilt, 

FotW of annual wpott ot trttstetes of; ...«':.f .,.; ,.;:..,.,.... J4«. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEAOK 

fo fill vaieanoies in: office of «6wii8!ipetMeAd<iilt;....L.;;.;...:... 101, 141, Ui. 
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LANSINGBURGH. ,V 

Act to provide for a fc«|% sohofl Mr(AptkfCr«<^*!^**?r»«»4T4v^«.<w i Sfi^ 

LRA.8BH0LI> EPTATES. 

IdAbiUty. of to taxation for schQo]i.djisti^,{)«V:]}Q^t^ . |S07<. 

LEWISTON SCHOOL ?UTO.V * •. , 

LlBBARIAN.-^e^dift^t.W>rvi^. , ^/.woo.. - ..' • . ,; , /'. » 

L^BIURYMpiPiT. -jno , ; .-ix- .1,.:-. . I. . V u.u Ji .. 1 .i: . ' - .,^w ■'. 

How to be«pjp»)rt^9<i«4,i^j^05T,^,J^,tp^,«^^ ,. . ♦ 



'Wieof to'Br<aep«n<^bxM8te««,... .;.... ........'i.....'.....*v...<. I IDS, l#l, 1€^ 

Appropriation for, Alid how to ht applMand ei|)e»d- 

•d...... V IW^ l«f, 14a, ISOrlClv 

"Wlieii'to WappUed toporefaaM of maps, glot>e^ UAek Miriii or 

dther'seieiitliSclippaniiiisfov tiseof' &e schbcA, ....! 12ft, im, 18^^ 

T^en authorized to be-applied to pa^e6t of WachersViigefl,!!!^, 151, IB^ 
'^ea autiiovized to brappUed to pttrchase of joint H&rarj,. :.......'... 126, 18^^ 

How to be distribatedwhen withheld froi^ any distrioi^.... .»». li7, 15d» 

IMj of town crnpeHnteiideiitrwllen withheld^ ......••• ^- 11^ 

In what cases to be withheld from distriots-,. .....r.-»,.*.»...»r 154b 

Act relative to distribution o^ .<^..... -^-^ 872. 

LOCAL LAWS ANI> PROVISIONS. . , 

^ot to be effected b^ eeaeral laws, except m oertaio casev ••*""-"' ^^t I^^ 
LOCKPOltT. ' ' ' ^ 

Act in relation to common st^oels in,.....^ .v 306, 81 2«- 

liODI UNlOIf SCHOOL DiStWdT. 

FroyieioQ ii> reftrence to vate biHi for payment of teachers wages ii^ 816^.- 

■ ■ . . • 1 1 

I 

. : ■. ..■'^■ •"' ' M^' ;■'• . '1 

MA«.' ■. > ■ ■ •'.•'' 

Taxes autfter^eedto^^e levied fovthe pui^iAiaseo^..*..» .«.......,.,. Ill, 180^ 

When library inolCiiey m&y be Appropriated to pvrehadv oC......'t25, 151, 182^ 

jffiDiNA' ■•';•. 

Aft m relation to common schools in tie Village o% ^^^,,,, SlSi- 

MINISTER OP THE GFOSPEL* \ , ' 

Skempdctoof fnmv taxation forsehool^ distriet purpeses,.^*.,^..^ 216^ 

N, ■■ ■ 



ITBWTOWN. 

Act to establish a free-sck)ol in district Nft- 1 io i&e town e^*-*^*** S16;» 818^ 

NEW TOWNS. • . 

Apportionment of sdM>el moo^ya how tc be suide to^^^-v'^'* ^^t 99, 14(K. 

NEW- YORK CITY. 

Aot to amend, eoDBolidate aod reduce] t^ one aet, the Tarioii»aet8 

relatiye to oommoo schools ia^ , , 819:. 

NON-RESn>ENTS. 

Terms oofwbidkdiildrn of, may' bejdMte^ 

sehoolB»« ta, Hi, i8d, t81, 28R 

liidkility vf, tiKtuutiofff^<iiitficipavp08e8,. ..........'11% 208, 20B, itti^ 

Statement aod desoriptio& of real estate o( wfteo tiaoccupM and 
* imimpiwrid to be nwie by tmttees, lit, 118, 208^ tt»7 to 209, 2it; 
OoUeetor to be credited aBMNme of taxe* ib Yftiimed; by trasteta, 118, 107.. 
Trustees to transmit aoooont and utttifiBi4» to comity tmarer, 118, t&t^ 
Conntf treasurer to ]Miy Mmobot to rethiWdd^ iMUj aceoiikiftllo., 

99K99 09Wa 0» HyWrrMWW^ . ♦■«■«•»<»> <v«« ^tr^^* • «-*v^»»'» «'r»»wv r»vw» *Mn»^»»« > » « » Ho, SvTr- 



Bhij of board ^Mpt^rfkan in tlie oollcijtiai q# 01IOI1 amount, 110^ ^0^, 361. 
Taxable for fiuid ocei:q>i«d' bjr difait, W iftot iCoocapMd b^ tenaiit, 21:2^ 

SairmiH owned b^,. Mable to^ taxation, ii2. 

Trustees a«(iK>riied to pveseoute, for anMiMda9 ontaicliBi w 

bab,....v .w...; ^ ........v;......« 1*1,4119. 

KORMAL SCHOOL. 

iktorj of tke establulmieat and orgamsHlfon » ' 

of, 23,^i5,^»'fe^J2,98,S7, S«,8^4M^6^^^r^i<^^*'^#6(L 
xlCv tor uw estaoitsuuieBt Of, ••.. .4 ••'.... •..•*«*. •.ji*«««. •»«>»<>.^<#«.-.«>k'.> • -miivL 

Aet to proyide for tbeedncatiooL •f Inctfitiid^dbiten iil,....«.^ :..4. 8tl; 

jfOfriCB.- 

Of the formatiion or alteration of districts, 'isben and by isliom to be > 

iJven,...;. ...:.... ;:...:: i...* ..iu..........408, 148i 1441 

"•Of the time and plaee for the first district meeting and by whom ' 

to be gireii, i/lW,110, 144v 145L 

Of district meetings to state the purpose^tJfeeT'eof,....! ....... Ill, 1*7 1, 200, 26&. 

<>t Witial? metttnig,' and meeting i^^i»ike<^ fer mo»» 'than coe 

month, how and by whom tobegiyep,.. MB4 

Of special fcnfeedng ifcr ^efctieil «f - cKstrJbt ^etteeirs» wShmi. and bjr 

Vhom tobegiyeni....i.\..i....<....^ ^.> Ul, a2».201» 2(8 

Want of, not to yitiate prooeecfings ef annual or special meetings, 

^., <.^...». 112, 179, 268. 

Of resignation of district officers to* 1^ giyen by town supt, to 

derk or tmstees...... 114 

Of time a^d plfioe oi special, annual and' adjonmed dtstdciirieet* ' 

ings to be given by cltirt,.... ......:.-.!.....; .....;...*.:,...; 115, 200, «88. 

Of claim to redacticn in the yaluaiion of taxable property^' to trus- 
tees, ..^ : \.l 1..: :....:.:.. .;.:..;..: iitl 

]^v trustees, on valuation of lairible prdp^rty, on diaittt for re- ' ' 

quotion or otherwise, 119, 210 to 217. 

Form of, to trustees withhbtding consent tof foraiation^Or dSteration' ' - ' 

of distrU ..: _...::::j::'..i:::....:.1...: ?.:.;....:.....;.. • m. 

'1. . '. ' , , 

"'• . ...■*' ;i rf* , At i \ ;< ... ..r. 

(OATHS. • , •■' ■ ^ • ^ • >• : . .1 .w 

tPown superintepdents ad<lwygd<o adnrialtlNr,^ «l ri 4han t <baB,.wi.J^ t iOt. 

OFFICERS 0>'«C«09JE»^DIBXBi0S&--.MaBkteiet0ltfk)I)i«> t , . , 
trictOoaeetcr, DMtfMtLibiariMi« Trustoea 4fi S^ooiiDisibiata; . . ' 

Honey mMuidft4f,i ill aHiiim«d^ttttiiet,i» 'be tM0^mr4dnn4:a^^ : 
* ^kmed by town superintendent, i..««Mii. ...»*••%•••. ..JUi.' ^*4^*,^. lOArlM. 

Whenand?ho^iab^'ciMcd,aiid<dnn«l^oa0a(..w.^....:. 4 Ul, lU^ IM 

il^ecA^ meting; -when ta be eaBed for «lec*iaQ'a(.i^ itl/ tlt^Ua 



PMMJt3r ftr xiefiiMd to M»T% or; o«0lMi •! oOcuii dulf ,.*..,» .^..^ 1141 

B«cigiMiioiii of^ bow andto %h€m to 1m mud* and ao^ o4-« « • «* • 1X4. 

Rxmsion for oottfl ttod «xpeMM la .a^iU bBougkt h{j nod, 

i^:ain8t, ! .„... ^....,.....«^ ., 128, 129, 1511, 2M. 

Maj be resiored by^ aUte tupamtaadtoni kv emhaKfinnufnt tf py^ . 

. Iktudney or wilful neglect of. officinl dutj,„M^M..** *•••• 131,. 166^ 248. 

Copies of School Laws, forms and instructioDB to be traiiamftHAto,, l^b. 

Should be separately chosen hj MlaC ,*M,^*,.Mi«..,»«„,.^M«i*-« ItU 

6«niral prmipUs «f law in ie£iieaoe to suits brooglitagain^,. « 260 to 21^6. 
Hiuiies of to be reported by. diatrict clerk to town t^lerk, m**^^*»^ • -^ 259l 

OKONDAGA TEIBE OF IKDIANS. 

Act to provide for the education of the children ol| ^ Z^*L 

ORPHAN ASYLUMft. . V i 

Ohfldren supported at^ not to be Included in returns of trustees.. . 122. 

OSWEGO. 

FroTiiions in relation tosehools in the city o^ ^ ,... 922. 

OVER&EBBS OP THS PPO^ . . 

Provisions relative to moneys ip. the hiakds oi^ .^^.. Xd4« IZ5,' 141, 15L 

OWEGO. 

Provision in referenea to i r ate^bttls im l^aohew' w9i:eaia<|ifMa^i 

1X^0. 1, invnUge of^ »..„..• .* tt ...^<*t,..r«P«^ U6. 
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PENALTIES AOT) FORFEITUBEis. 

Duty of the town superintendent in the collection and at||>lication oC 102, 16T. 

For neglect Joy tQwn ^upericttendent in mal^ng annual report, ....... 105, 166» 

For refusal of taxable inhabitants to serve notices for first meetmir 
, • ^ " 

'I ' .,1. ' .1 ',11 

For. wil^iUy .making fidse declaration of right to voto, on challenge, 110. 

For voting withoij^ Uvs re<][uisii;^c^u^lificatibne,.i... 1.. llo^. 

For refusal to serve, or neglect of official duties by oficers of 

•"..■ . ...... , ,'■ ,. 

school districto, '' Il4. 

For neglect or refusal of district derjc Jbo preserve records, books 

and papers^and to deliver the sam^ 'to his successor, lis. 

For neglect of duty of district collector, in the collection of tazea, l£Ok. 

To be sued fioc. raa>^«railMid«n9Ai«a,bf «tr««M«« tf .di9Mfts,v/-t*-v X20. 
Tov false report by. ti:uAt0ea.of dj«Mfto:to ^'f'^ ipiiywatwdwtf a^, 123r %^ ^ 
For refusal 4it DCi^ of fac ii a toan ai>ifliaUyt-to.a»fWii»;in4tpay/ 

over bn1aiff0 ialhfcirJiaiic^.>,>^w,t>.>'t...>^»t*^H>fc«<t»><»Ni*[«''^*»>*»»« 1^ 949. . 
Forrefuaal^lMsMiofiaoaoftj 4eik t0 ^pliatfrnwrt. r^H^iij^ . 

•ftala aupetintandent,^..,,^..,.^,,,,.,., i,M^*,...M-t»f.^.p.^*.^. . 121*, 

F«v wilfta UBgleot .of official dntgr .Iqf U»^ aHpef}n,t« rie » ta vtjM- 

aBTti>fMh«oldi»tricte,.,#i^,M.*.^*^..^4-4wf«i?»*^*v-^v%»4v-:iV^ 
Hm wilful djatiirbaaccwini;Ar9ipt$ff9,q]: diB^^ of ^^^^alui^ ^ii^ ^OkS^^ 



PliANK ROAD OORPORATlb*. W^ r . r< . 

lAaliiUty of tcrtaiBtifmiiw school dtstrietparpoMi^ aadvtiltttttioti 

of property, how to be ascertained,.... »....:.. ..u..;......'.^:* 20(6, ^0*7. 

P^DOR tiOtJdB.**-See County Poor House. ' ^ ' 

POUGHKEEPSIR 

Act to estal^ frto sichook iti. the ^lli^ of,.. 

Plt^PERTY OF SCHOOL -f^'^Ora— See iS0Ao«l JKmii{ 

Site €/ School Souaet IHstriet Idbrary^'' ^ ■ ' ' ». , i -. 

iMflpoeltibQ of, on coasolidatioQ <^ two t^rloibl^ diBbrkAs,. 109, 145) 14<r. 

Sale and appUcafion of, on annulment of district by town supt 109, 145, 14<L 
Blank Boolt^ iifhid'pt9cneAhf irn^^ \20*Wi 

ptTBLIC M0irET:-^e6 Sdiool Money. 
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QUALIFICATION OF TEACHEiElS. 

Sjt^te Certificates of, from superintendent, ..^..... . 96. 

How ascertained and certiiSed by town superintendents, lOT, 154 to 160. 

QUALIFICATION OF VOTERS. - , 

In school district meetings, '.V.; 110,198. 

i ' . . Jt^' '.,./■. 

B^AJL ROAD COMPANIES. 

iiabiUfy of to tazatioD for school djsirict pui^posei, ....^v/^V 206. 

RATEBII-LS. 

Triistees ot dissolved districts to make out for disdbarge of legal [ 

^liaHUtiee, „... '. loi 

To be niaje out by trustees iTor teacld^s' wages ; what to coi^- 

tiib,..: ...........: 98, 116, 224 to 280: 

To be delivered to and executed by the collector,.... ...LI 6, 218. 

Powers and auiies of collector in execution of warrants for obi- 

lection oif,..'.........::...:l..... .i. ..'....:, ....: osr/iic, 218. 

D^l^^il^nciee in amount collected li^, how to be raised,.^!.. .i;.l..\, ^' 116, 
Property cfxempt Irbm. levy and sale oh warrants for,collectij<>n of, , 98, II7. 
Warrants for collection of, how to be issued ; effect ot and 'when ' . 

and how renewable, ,.......,....j.....^ ^...., — 121, 218,219. 

l^iute^ ai;ithor\9^d to prosecute non-residents for non-payment of,^ 12 1, 249. 
j^prsin, Ww tip be cpri^ected^...,..:;!'...!..., .;:.....:. ..:^ 

Form of assessment, rate-bill iand warrant, .,.. ' &26, 22ti 

Special provision in reference to in Xodi and Owego, ' 816; 

do ^ do "do ■ do""'WilIiamsVille,...,.V... 1,....'. ' 866. 

RECONSIDERATION' 6f^ ^6*82^. / [' - . . 

^en authorized ih general,.;'.'.?:.. .'...:....'........*...„..........». 111,194. 

On lerying tax for building sehool h'6use by inistaliaients, . .'. ^ • 1 1 S. 

REDtrCTlON.* ; 5 * / 

In the yaluatibn.of triable property^ from last at^essxrient ioll of" 

iovri^^hbw daimed and wlien to bi allowed,...' '.........^119; 20#, tiO. 
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RELIGIOUS EXEBCI8E8 nr SCHOOfA. ; , " . . 

Direetiiwa n^oOmg, m-— »..-... i»« „._._..^. < . Kt.- 

RfiHBWja OF WAEEAMTS. ■ • ■. 

When and bow to b« nude, ^... m.„. ISI, 16S, >l)k 

RENTS RESEBVED. 

On leMW In fee, for life or jnn, IkUlitf ofto tuatipmM; 

dutrict iMrpttoe*. ..„..,. ^ ^ ^... — ..^. W- 

REPAIRS TO SCHOOL HOUSE. 

Powenuddnlieeof trn«teMiHie''«Mocet|it— ■•-t"t~-»—- M^ HfliUO.- 

KBSIDBNOa 

What ooutjlntoa, fiv tlie paip«M of ennmefatiof bf tnute** of 

diatrii^ .' , ...,.•■......,.....■>,.,. ,,!• 144^ 

RESIQKATIONa 

Of oSisen of ichool districta, bow aod to irttom to be nutde and 

sotiMot ,....».... « 114. 

ROCHESTER. 

Aett relatiTe to ichixiU in tlw d^ of, :... ns. 

. s. ^ ' '."■ ■. 

SALEM. 

Aot rolktiTe to echoob in the Tillage q£. SST. 

SAW MILL. • ,., . 

UaUlilyof to taxatioo,.*. ,...,', . SIS. 

SCHENBOTADY. '" ■ i , , 

Prorinoiu rektJTe to aduwli in the d^of,...., ^....^ M3 to S46. 

SCHOOLS. ' . ' : 

Feoaltiee fiq- wilful dieturbeoce, int^TuptioDpr disquiet □£!.....,. 130, SSfl. 

For coiottd ohildren, proTisiooa for, ISO, 181, I SS, i&0,'iSS. 

SCHOOL APPABATtrS. 

Tazea suthcrized to be levied for purcbue ol,...,', >•-' }I1'> ISO, IS f. 

{■ Wb^ Libouy moaey maj b« applied to purcbue of, ...i IS^ 1(1, 1^2. 

SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS.. . > - ■. 

Circular of Superiotendeat Tatea reBpecting,....! '. .'.' '^,ii. 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS. , ' ' 

Apportionment of public monej and stato tax, to, SB, VT, SS' 

Satf of Ibe U>va aaperintendeut in tbe f< 

ationot : :....:..., 

Ckinaeot pf truateea wben and bow to be gJTen 
In Tbat cases monej to be appertioned to, wl 

port i* not in oonformity to law,, „ 

Superrisra' and town olerk, in wbat cue* to 

, towp BDperintendBnt in tbe fonnation or & 
JoraoAtioQ and alteration of in jolnl distriols, ] 
EOtet of coneolidation of, on rigbte of proprat; 
Sale of proper^ of, oo.aunubjient (>l^ «nd apj 

■hf town, •)fpwiDtendent>...4..^..^ »..,,...,..,, 



Ihltf of town snperintendeDt od the /(inpAtion o^,"—- ...IQS.lA- 

fi'olkeof formation of, and of tiin^ftDcl:p1ace.of'^);9|t nustiiigiliov > 

and by whonj to ba. given,.... „..>,. ...,.,....,.„j 109, 110,144.- 

QuaiaotioDB of voters in, '. .'!.. ...'..:.. ^lO.ip. 

Appeals to 4tate8UperiDt^DdeDt from proceaduiga in the forufticn 

or »lte^ltion^ '. !.,.... 124. H5 to 278.. 

PeiudCies and forfeitoreB for disturbing, interrupting oi disquieting 

any dUtnct ichool.or asBemhlafOj — ^ ■'•-■.•,• '*"■' 

General prindplea applicabla to forriiatioD. iiid altwatiop of,.. .. ■ ■ > . 148.. 

Must be compoaed of ocmtigaoua territory ...i.,..).. I49f 

Formed by state superintendent od appeal, ..,.„ ...-■ 1^^- 

Form of resolution for foraiatiou end alteration ot, ITI, J^S, 174.. 

Acteof under act of 1849, Vlegaliied,. _ '. , ,. 37*' 

SCHOOL FUND.— See School Honeys.' 

Capital and ipportioniDetit of,.... ...,..., J .;,;..... ISB, 189,140.^ 

SCHOOL BOUSES.— See Sites for School Houses. 

Sot to be erected on the dirisiim-lines of towns,.... .' .....'.. i07, 108^ 

Sites for, when sud how to be designated, 111,1^0, 181,188. 

Taxes for builduig! l>i™>K, or purehaain^ &c, aothoriE^ to be , 

.leTied,.,....,."...^-.;,..,.'-..!..;.'... .^ '. ■ 111,180, 181, 1B8, 18^.' 

tues for ic, not to exceed J400 except on w a 

superintendent,...; ,....' ^•^^}' '^''■ 

When and Hoff' amount tor building'io.jtoaybei t, 112, 181, 

■When such vote ioay bflra^:onsidBrecl,.',...:i.' - 11'.,^^'- 

Site of in imalteret) districts wben'iuid ^ (- 

ed. :.:..:.::.[...::.::...:..:::. ,.:'.' xii'-. \ '«'■ ^*^- 

Eblo of,wh(iQ,'by «hoiD,M)d6b'7hat {arms tobe t- 

ment of prooeeda i.'.'.'..'.^. .'.:..'.' '.' ' 5, 188, MI.' 

IVusteea to piirduise orleaae sites fir, andtobliild, hire or purchase 
keep in wpair and furnish' with neoessaty fuel asd appen- 






. 116, !19, 2e0, Ml. 



^uatees to hare custody snd safe keeping o£ 116^ Sift 

Eegulationa reapeiStli^ ose of, when not required for dis; purposes, HO, 881. 
iVuateesauthoriwdtiielpend tendoUart pel-annuminreiBijron, " 

andto'levy the some on <Kslrict,.. :...,. "*;'. 

Taxforbuildbg, 4t,paidhy tenantoftobeehHgedtooihieM 117. 

When inbabitants to be exempt from tax fBr bnlldinp,...- 119. SW-^ 

ExaminatidD 6f by town superb tendenta, 181i 1*3, 1B4. 

^orm of reeqltition for tax for erection of, ^87. 

1^ for building may be r^sed, but cannot be expend^ 'nbtfl tMe 

to site hto been phAnred,...: ...;..... ........168, l©._ 

Oollection of t&x for building not to be sQSpetidwt by Tote ttf dist, 18* 

Sites fi» mosfbi fixed by Tote''<(f inhabitants ".■ ' "IM. 

rtoaeedingi'n'oiMof fftilnreqf atleof dte to, ...:... ..;..■... ■..-.."■ 1>8; 

BSbot of ToWanlborlttog trustees to rap^,4c..,.. .■...i. ........ . 19K 

Hay bo kept in' repair, Vheo' built by «ub»»ipUon,.".;..V.. ......... _ ' "^ 



30* 

Partneniiipg in erection o^ proMbhed^... !...' ...•—• 189,1^.' 

Additional rooms, not to be provided in, for select schools,. ',^ 1 89. 

Taxes for repairs of ought not to be voted, irbere distriot baa no 
title to site, Ac., ....!. *. ^.l.... 189. 

Ownership of, when erected without permission of owner of soil, 189. 

Tax may be voted for enlargement of, without certificate of town 
superintendent,. .' 190. 

Taxes for wood-house, fence and bell maj be toted for,..: 109, 

SCHOOL LISTS.— See Teachers' Lists. ' 

SCHOOL MONEYS. / ' / . 

How to be apportioned by state superintendent,....,.. 92, 97, 98, 189, Ua 

How to be' appr(^)riated...... „.'...".. ........^ 98,98,197, 

Apportionment of in the division of towns and the erection of neiif . 
town,., '. '. 98, 99.. 

Certificate of app(ntionment of to )be made to the Comptroller, and , 
notice to county clerk, 99. 

Clerk of board of supervisors to transmit certificates of aipount rais- 
ed, 99.; 

Apportionment of by town supeiintendent, when and'hoW to be 
made, 98, 102, 108, U9 to IH 

When may be withheld by comptroller and sta£e superintendent, 99. 

When and how to Be distributed among the etejeijal courties 100* 

Equitable power of state superinten4ent in directing apportion- 
ment of in certain oases,.. ....I..,. ,.i..,..., 108^ 15^, 198^ 

Da of town sup't on the alteration or division of districts sub- 
sequent to the annual report of trustees, « ...1^....,.... 10^, 104^ 

Da da da on the formation of a district prior to the date of such 
report, „ ...y,.^., 104, 168^ 

When micalled for, in one year, to be added to amount next to be a|h r 

pertienedi^^... ^ 104, 158. 

Whentorbe returned to colmty treasurer, * ..t. 104, 168, 

^fay be withheld on failure of town .superintendent to make annual 
report, .* ., r-****** <• "* v^v • 105^ 

Disposition of, on annulment of scBool districts,.. .^ 109, 44,5, 14C. 

^ be divided into portibns by trustees ; how tob« assi^ed a^d . 
appUed, .?. .....^...,,..,. .„..,.,...., ,', U6, 188,1 198,199. 

Pyvfeiturie of district collector for loss o^ by ne^^lect of duty,..., ^.. . ^ 190. 

IVnstees to prosecute for recovery of,, apportioned to district,..,.. •.. 121, .250. 

Account of recMpt and expenditure of, to be annually rendered hy . 
trustees, «...,- 128, 

Bali|nce in hands of trustees to be paid over to sueoessors in ofl^ce^ 124 

Appeals to the state superintendent from refusal of town sup*t to 

pay money to...... ^ ,..,.^ ..oj.,...,, 124, 198, 27JL 

To 1^ apportioned to schools for color^ children*.«.*4,.>,,M>, t • 181^ 15S. 

Embesalement of by the town superintendent or oth^r schopl oflS- 
•en,penja^ for,.;. ^ ; :.... i..;........!.' " 181. 
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Account of receipt and disbursement of bj town sup^i, fljodpny* 

ti^nt of balance due, ,: .^, «,♦»..-.. *.^.....^. ...,.,.... \Ql^ lO^^Wf, 

Wben lost in consequence of w^fd. p^e^t jof anj «<^»ol o^o^ , a 

bow to be prosecuted for and reooTered,.*...,-, ^.m4.*.,. 12S, iftd^MQ^. 

Application of raised hj drbBonging to a towOr..'^.i«..u..«.«..«...s.. . . 19& 
SENECA. . - 

Provision relafira tb graduation 6f rates x»f tdiUob in tfa# aeboola of 

.*'distriol3ffo..l;in the town of; , ^ .,..„. 046. 

SEPARATE NEIGHBORHOODS. 

IhfMsions lor' i^)p(NrlioameBC ctf sobiM)! money to,..*. ....*««• 92, 98,- 1^8, lS9i 

Btity of town superintendent in cettii^oi^ As^.i .«...*....... . : 1061 

Inbabkahtsoftocflidoseoiketraitee.; dutjr ot..i..;....U^«.«....^*i.. : > 1211 

SHINBCOOEHlDIAliS^ :. 

Aet for relief oi;.ia the town of SoutiMmptony SllfibllEOc^.v... ....... . Mfi 

SITES TORSOHOOL HOUSE, - I 

Wlken and how to be. designated ...., ^. Ill, 180^ ISl^ilMX 

Taxes fer, wben and h<nrt9 be letied,.....» ^..............^... 111, iSQ^tl^'U 

In unaltered .districts^ wben and bow to be nhaag-^ 

ed, ».*.*.... 118, 168, 169,184, 185, 18«, W2. 

Sale of, when, hj wbdn, tfnd^ what t^Kme t» \» made, and inyest- • A;f I 

' mentof proceed^....^.... ^ US, lU, 186, 192, 19e»^^]. 

IVttsteesto pufcbaseor lease, us dfe^gOBlb^Abj distriet» II 6|21ti 

TaxesforpurohasiiBgpsidby teiMntByice^ to be^iar^edtoowpera* 1171 

i^ to must be pfooured before expenditure of tax iar boildiiig • 

iftUtbe fixed bj- vote of dietri<t>... v. *» 188. 

On failure ef title toy eertiieaite of toiwa eupH^ notrare^ofelte to ee- r 

tablishment of new site; i ^ .......^ 4.i 188k 

Ta:^ for may be sufficient to- coyer expenses of procuring titles 188, 189. 

Effect of inoombranoe* npoQ, leases, Ad, of, tod oontlActs; ftar,....,. 188; 

Fei:in of miautea to be Icept by distnot ^tf k, en cthange of in unal- 
tered district,., ,.,.: .v^.:..i..,...M •.«....*^ /l«ft 

SPECIAL M£ETniGS,r-8ee District Hastings. 

When and bow to be called by town euperii^e&dent^ to decide on 
proposed alterations in joint school districts, and effect of decis-. 
ion of;..'...'....^*'..»..k..i«**....^ *.>..«j..,...; ...'4..:«.^k..t....«i,«...«)i. 108f 14T^ 

in. disiolTlld districts when to be oaUed by trustees, to raise money 
todischarge legal liabilitieB...... .....'. •• ..;.. lt)9i 

When and bow to be ealled for the election of district officers and ' 

for other purposes,... «. .«. .^..^^ .*•»»•. .* ..v.».«. .•••«. . . . 1 1 1, 1 12, J7Q3 

Fi-oceedings of not to be deemed illegal Ur want of nottoe^ Ao., 118, 179, 26ft 

I^or change of site -of unaltered district,^; '. ...w....*....... IIQ: 

Notice of tkiid and plaee of to be giren by distriot deikl.... ^ 1<6, 86S. 

fo be called by trustees^.... > 116, ^00, .K9. 

Notice 0^ when to be giyen by trustees, ^ .....^ *,. 116, 90C 

lVKtnh'6l notice fo^ by. distriot derkv^.. ........ ..4i.«....«.«4«.;» ^ t^ 
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ST. REGIS INDIAl^ 

Act to proride for the edueatMMi of the diikireB of, M'7. 

STATE CERTIFICATE OF QUALIWOATION. 

Sta^ ftUpermtendeDt authorized to grant, »...• ^^ 

OTATB NORMAL SCHOOLr-Se« Konoal SehboL 
STATE TAX 

For support of oonuaoD e^ieoli) Ixyw to l>e leined «d4 MFE«dt» 
©d, A. ..^.- M,«T, iB«, 140. 

SUITS." • ;••'.;■•.;: 

By town superintendent for toUectbd ai penkltna and: fM^unei, IQft 

Ddk. do. for balances in the hands of predaoessors in office, ..i.*^. 106; 

Bo. . do. for moneys in the hand» of oficers of dissetFed dirtrictA,*.* 100, 146, 
By trustees for penalty foe illegal voting at district iileeting%....;^ 110^ 250. 
Jkh on security given on sale of distnet property,... ^^u.... 118, 114, 2i0* 

Do. for forfeitures and balances in hands of cdHeetor, ^;... 120,250^ 

Do/, against bailor sureties of collectors, .........U...^...*...'* IfO. 

Do. against don residents for non-paymeOt of tax list «r fflrto*biU»4.« 12^, &4^ 
Do. against town supeni^endents for riBCDY«ry of moneys appi^rr 

..tion^^by to district, , ..„.f 121,26a 

Do. for recovery of penalty agatnat.pffdf^iMs^ilor refusal oar ne- 

..gleet to account, -..; ,. ,,,.,..„ • 134* 260. 

Dn. for balances of nMnay remaining^ b tlie bands of predeceflsor% 124,, 26ft 
B^itown 8up6rmtende^s.lbr penalty agaimt tnijitm fof: neglect ^. ^ 

or refusal to aceoant».^...4..».....«.««*..«..«^«.«..k..».M»'.>»<.*^4..^«}ii . 1>24 
Bf trusteee against their predecessors for loss or injury to books in .,• ^ ' 

Strict library, ,....*,4.:.......«.^*.,^^.vo.4r^» .' 12% 

Do. for recovery of finesforloai of or iignrjr to siidirfaoQ]^u«.i.*,.,^. 126« . 

By istate superintendent, £or penalty against co^nty dMk, fi^refu- 

SAl or neglect to repdct^ «..*.. ...m.*...*o^«.«*»- »...•..*.• i, \^% 

By supervisor for penaltiee and forfisiture&tagainit townsnperiar ' 

tendents and officers of districts, for wil^begleot of official di;ity«, * 12& 
Provision for costs and expenses of, by 4uid against, town . snpt* aad . : . 

officers of school districts, 3». ..'••««i^r../;. .**.»*. J ISB,.!!^, lOO*. 

By trustees for w^ful disturbance, interruption dr disquiet of district 

Oeneral principles of law respecting, b^ and against trustees, of : 

districts;.: ...;..; *. ;...:.• 24« to 866. 

StrPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SOHOOJA ' i 

Annual report of what to contain,. ..'*...;»»..,j«.:4««..»««o OS. 

To appoint a genwal deputy, .H.....».«.«.»,......««.^«..v»4k««^.*.i4.r .!' * " 

Hay ap|)oint visitors of ooimnoa-8^K)bl«,...». ....,4. ;.4..,h^*..... ,, **! 

To grant state certificates of qualification to teachers,.... .>.»,.^*^.«..« ** 

O^es of pqiers filed ^Ui And aits and tdecis^ons of, h9W;6atfien1^ 

' ckited,.. , .„M„i.,..;.../.„. . 91. 

Apportionment, nf school moneys by^.....»......; ,.*^4. 08» i^ "^89,44^1 

IKify of in apportionment of state taiv.^jl;».^i.b;i.^.* '0jl,;9'^98,.18%jl4Ct 
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^ give certificfttfli to comptopUer mad notijse to. ^tmty dl^J^Jb*.*^* . ^. 
'Aatlwiiz^d to . withhold fiphool money on, ffuli|^« of board ol aii^fir* . r 

yisors to raiee amouat x^uired by Uwj^,.. ,., «...,^.*< . , . . 8^. 

^ prepare and tra^isinit. suitable forms and instructtoi^^ for ezeou,- , 

Apportionmeal by on divisi w i^id •ration of iowas^, > , . ^ , .«j., , ;,. . , 98^ 99. 

May "lilthb^ldi,!!! -oonjunctiop with oomptroUer^ P^l^^o money, in. cer- 

w»m ca*epi •^•♦•••♦•••••♦•^ «• •-•••••'•f«.>Cft-*>a**»**4t*-****«^****i>***-««*'****** » ^v'* 

JSquUable powers of in the , apportionment of public . ^lon- . , 

•y 108,104, 162,198. 

To add moneys.remfdningon hand for Ofie; year, to the amount ^ 

next to be apportioned, ^^ . 104. 

To give notice ef loss ef school moiiey occasioned by neglect of 

town sup't.... ;..... t<y5. 

'when authuruted to ci£ll' special meeting for election of district oM- 
cers, 112. 

Consent of to be given to the correction of errors in tax list or rate^ 
bills, 121, eOi. 

'Appeals to from proceedkigs of inhaUtants «nd officers of districts 

and otheri ...< .v.....^ ./. i..*..^... 124, 2Hto 2tl. 

Consent o^ necessary t« application of li^aiy money lo teachers* 
wageis, 126. 

■ To prescribe regulations respectiag the preservation of district fibra^ 

ries, the use of books, ^., .' 1^. 

Appeals to- from acts or decisions of trustees or inhabftaQts, con* 

ceming district libraries, ..< ..■..••.....••...«. .i .... . 126, 276. 

I)irecdans to be given in case of withholding library money from dis- 
tricts, 1^1 

When authdriied to select a libraiy f or districts,.. .„**,.^ 127. 

To prosecute for penalty against 4Bounty deric for refusal or neglect 
to report, : .%.. ..* ;. ;.. ».*... 127. 

Miiy remove any echoed officer for embezzlement of public money or 
wilful neglect of official dUty, 181. 

To cause to bop^&ted school laws, forms and instructions, ^, ... 93, 181^ 

I\>w«r of town ffuperintendents over districts formed by, on ap- 
peal... ;....... .i,....^...w 10t. 

Se^pllatiOQs pifescribed by ior preservation and use of books in dis- 
trict Ubrtsriefl, '. -, 240, ^7 to 270. 

Da do. proitocution of Appeals,.*....^.. ..« 27^ to 278. 

To stdMcribe to aa edctcatioDal periodical, ^.,...^ 87^, 

P6werB and duties of, in the supervision,' management andgovem- 
kient of tfae state normal si^bool, ........i *.,.......... 871. 

Duty in reference to the. purchase of Wdlister's IXctionary for the 

' iiseof sdhools,.....^ .;.....w........v *••« 871. 

8nPERyiSOBar*«43M Awfit of jSbfpemsort. 

IWn superintendent to execute' a bond to, with, anreties to be 
appfovcMl Dyf**4*v^*»^M*«iW*M4i«^.«v4tii..4%M«*«. •••*•»*.. «..«»*••••»'»«.« Ivly 14«* 



■me 

•Form of fiott^.....;.^ «..Mr..^.«.w...i.^..*.».u;.. llfO. 

Town supeHntendeoU In^i^e afl, ........102 14S. 

^o prosecute for penalty imposed on Wft snperinieMleM B^giiBet^ 

ing to make annual report, t . IC^S. 

'When to be auodated frith town -siqyeriBteBdent and tfhrb tUftk ^ 

in the formatton or alteration of diitrfcte, and potn^eiv and iDoto- i 

pensation of; :..... : 108;i4lii'14»,.144. 

Yo prosecute for penalty for wilfcd negfoct tif official doty by 

town superintendents and bfBeers of adiool dittritts^ J... 12$, 169. 

SYRACUSE. 

Act relatmg to public sdiools in thd'dty of,..: »{.,m...... 846. 

T. '• ■ 

TAXES. 

InhabitaDts of diss^Ted districts, when autboriised to ^;aJ4e, ^'.^ . 109. 

Fof purchase or lease of sites, and for building, hiring or purchasing 

school houses^.....* , Ill, 180, 181, 188. 

,Yor fuel and appendages, derk^' books, maps, globes, black boards, 

ano aiMNuraHiSf*. ...«•..•.•*.•.»•*••..•.«.*••. «.*^.»M«.*tf..*»«.'..4«*<. .*.*••*•• ^itA, Avv* 
. For btdlding; hiring, or. purchasing school houpe, i^ot exceeding $iOO, 

except on certificate oi town 8upa'iBt6adent,....v..,^.*.,.«.«<^ 11% 168, 187. 

When and how to be raised by instalment,.. 112, 4^81. 

Re-consideration of. ,^........ 118, 181. 

, Aisessment of in joint distr icts» when and how to be equalized. . ..... 113,170. 

To be assessed by. trustees » »m. ..«•.....'.. ^...^..^...v^. Ufi, 201. 

.Par amount, of exemptions from n^te.-biUs for t^ajohers* wa- 

.Ulelfieiencies in, how to be provided for, U6, 183. ' 

.Revisions for the assessment and ccdleetiQQ.e)f>.».o. 117, U^, U^« 201 to 20t. 

Who to be deemed taxable inhabitants,... ^..^.«.^..,.......,.^^..,...«,*, 117,]2P8* 

JVrr purchasing school house and aite^ to be charged by. tenants to> 

, owners of real estate,..., u.-.....v......o.-«..*.».. •«.. «.*.>- llt» 

. Otf non-resident, unoccupied and unimproved real esitate, how return- 

I ed and collected, : ..,..,... 116, U9,. 207 to 209, 212. 

Valuation of taxable pr^^perty» how to be a6certained,4^. , 119, 206, 209 to jtif . 
.Reductions in jBuch valuAtion^how claimed and when to l>e. allow-. , 

.Ftooeedings on such claim, and when valuations cannot h^ ascertainr ' , 

ed from assessment roll, .,..*....>«. ..M».M».<t^». 119, 209 to 21f. 

Iikemption from for building school hous^, in. certaiti.caae9>t..«w 11% 210. 

To be assessed Ao^ withia thirty* days after vote therefw,.«.M,«,.*.« 119, 20t. 

.Duty of collector incaUection o^and when may beivoluntarfly paid, 1>19. 

When to be ietvied by trustees, for fuel, .u^mh.. ..•«.>.u..«.«* ..«•• 120, ftZI. 

.Khen trustees may levy without. a vote of the distjjfxt^,,,,,^^ 120^ i2l, 216. 

Warrants for collection of, how istned,(eAe6t o( and wlie& aoiihefW* . I ' 
renewanle by ' urmtees,... ..«•».... .j. (*««. ju.*«. .4.. AAAi...«..«Ai «*> .v. a.j.tei..v Ji2f • 

.IVa^tMa authorized, to prosecute nonrresid^taibr.noapaymei|t^,.,j.;,ji21. 



4fW 

Tor ptircliii66 of^liiirict library, leken «ltkdl««d,i...i..^; 199, #8t, tsa, 199. 
Tb be imposed by trustees of -distnott- for costs and e3q)eB8eB of 

suits bybrafe!iitfrt6flfeWat)^aytrtctr,.\:...: :... .a....... .:....... m. 

^be spccific^yTOfted,.;/.;;.;.;. .•.;.*.;••.:.;;.•.;.. ..-.;. ;;.•;..:....;:.• 194, 251. 

On r&ilroad, pknk road, ttiraptke, boxing' and btiiier corporations, . 

How to be- assegsB^^Ac^..;.'.:.-.. .*.:....;:... 206, 20*1, 2t8, 214. 

"Efiect of directions of district on rote fcft'tiDll^staon of,:.' 16^8 

For wood hbn^e; f en^, beH, aiid nedessi^ in sciiool district, 1 9b 

^or contingent pur^^s and ' aifieu-Ages,:. .......: ..... ..... : . ...- 1 90. 

Application of' portion o( when uot* required for district purposes, ' 19b. 
Against ag^ts; tenants, i;tix3t€bs, ^uardiabs; ex^ctitOrs and admin- 
istrators, how- to be assessed;....-.:.;:.'. SlX'213, 214,21,5. 

l^ersons and property exempt iom;.'.. ....'. .:...!......! ...:... 2J6, 216. 

TAX LISTS. ' ' 

Trustees of dissolved dis^Viett tb m^ke dut for discharge of legal* 

liabilities, ..r.......;...'..^.. ...::... • lob. 

To be made out by trustees : what to contain,* ....;. ."f. 1 15, 201. 

Deficiences in aiiiount cbtiedtirfd 'by^ 'how to be raised, ............ 116. 

To be made out for amount of exemptions of indigent persons, 93, 116, 117. 
. I^owers andyitfties of trust^s in diking oul,.'. . . lit, 118, !!"&, 201 to 219. 
Valuations of property to-be* ascertained 'from last assessment' ' ' ;' 

roll of town, \ 119, 209, 210. 

Claim for redueiion ^hen i^d how ib be made and allowed,' 119, 209, 2I0« 
TVustees when to • make original {(^sesstnent, and to give notice 

ther^f, ......'.....:'.;..............;. 119, 210, to 212. 

Tb be made out within thirty days iifter tax voted,. .;..... i[l9, 201, 202. 
When to be tMlv^red, mUk' ^WtuMmt, to collector, and his dufy 

. thereon,. •.^...;.,;.;.*a-....v..»:.'i .;..:.:... '119, 218, S*! 9. 

£ti-ors in bow to be corrected,. .».. v ..%.............'....;.... . 191, 202. 

Whenmay be Attdeoutaftor^^KtiOnof th^ days,.;'. ..;... 202. 

Fdrmofforcotlecti<»ofdi8tmet taxes,.. ...........;... .:....; 21^. 

Form of warrant for collection of,. /.^ ; ...'..♦... 2 18. 

Trustees authorizi^d to proseeiite'Tcr limDtmt dn^ on by non-resi- 
dents, in c«^rtain cases,. :.....!. • • 121, 249. 

'TEACHBRS. " '* ^- ' • •< ' » » - '- ' 

State certificate of qnfOiftcatfdns; wh^n to bc granted to,... .':....'... 96« 

Wages of, when and how payable, and on what order, 108, 115, 197, 2T8. 

Whentobedeeixieddulyl:^aTMed,...;i.:.... ; .'. ' 108. 

Inspection tmd licensing of by town ^'erintendents, tOt, lOs, 164 to Isjr. 
Certificates of qualification to, when ta be granted andMinulled by 

town sup*ts., .*. 107. 

In joint districts, by whom certificate to bie grtifated and linnulled, 1(^. 
Trustees to contract witli, employ attd pay by orders on town super- 
intendent and rate-biUs, :.;..'..::.;.'..: 11:5, iie; 98,«2i. 

To keep verified nst^\>f ttitckddn^ 'ftnd Vtiitiitibi^'bf sctibols, r20; 370» to ^78. 
Iform of -teachers* Hste, daily and weeWy rolld, Ac, ...:..........:.. 2!7l,i7«. 



Employment of, tbeir paymen^ and r^-^jillp for ooUfetion; of wa- 
ge%,.. , ,,.,..... 221 to 299. 

Oontracts witb^hov to b^ made^^Mui efect-ctC*** :221, 222, 223, 2%8, 234. 

Board of, bow to be provided for, «.-.., ..^..-.j. 222,228. 

When trustees may dismiss,. .••..•«...«.....h«. *,.-• ..••... ^ » 228, 27^. 

Trustees to cooperate witb in tbe ^ovemp^nt and disoipUne of. 

tbe scbeol, ...f^..»,,,.*. A*. i^92. 

When eligible as district collec^t^r^ •••« .^ ,^ »,. 4. «*..••... r •>•• • 2^* 

Powers, duties and liabilities of^ in tbei jHre^ervatlpn. aod enforce- 
ment of order. and discipline,. {...•••..;, ^^ ^*,, •« .^ ,.» , .« • . . ... 278} 274. 

Entitled io participate in the privileges of tbe distiict library,. » ... 278. 

When library may be placed in charge of by trustees, >.... 278 

When authorised to dismiss si^hool without lasfag time,. , , • «. 274. 

ICi^y open and close tbeir school with prayer and^ the reading of the 
scripture, * ,...«..* •^. •..,,....•..•«.*••.».•.. . 278. 

Doty of in reference to care and custody of Websiters? Dii^nary, S78. 

TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. ^ 

history of the organiMtion and estabUi^entof;* « * IK^, 60, 81, 66, 71. . 

Act for the establishment ol^ .^.v...^^.^.. ».,....«. .^ '87f. 

TEACHERS* LISTS. 

, 1 ........ ... 

Trustees to ascertain by exi|kmin^tion of^ the nnmbccof daya for 

which each person is liable for instruction^* • . • * . ^ » . • • • « 116. 

Blank books to be procured by trustees for keeping^. ....... 120, 199, 281. 

How to be made out and kept^ and forn^fbr,. .....«•••• 271, 278. 

TEACHERS' MONEY,— See School mmmy^ T««u>*iei*' Wag*s. 
Proportion of, to be designated in the apportionment by.townaup't 108, 160. 
How^payable to teachers,. . . ., . .,., ,,,.,,^ .,, ..i, . .*.,.►... . . 108, 160, W7. 
When to be withheld by town «uperipte«4M)t» aod hb ddy ^ereon^ 1 62. 

When and how to be divided into portioq^,* » , • ,-. « * 116, 188; 198^ 100. 

TEACHER^* WAGES.-ySee Teachers. .; 

Appropriation pf public motley to payment o4-..*-« 98, 97, 9[8, 189, 140. 

Pijoviisions for collection and payment of»..,..., 98, lU^ U6t 197,. 228 to'280. 
Indigent inhabitants to be exempted from payment ^f, 98, Il4^,i224 to 290. 
yben library money may be a|^pJiie4,t^ the paymmit o^. »....»,..»,, 125, 182. 
^,TENANTS. ; . 

* Aij will or for years, authorized to charg:e tax lor . purehasiiig sitev 

building? school houses, <fcc.,to owner,^^. ♦...,,. .;,,.^ .*.i.v. ...,. 117. - 

Liability of to taxation,^....^. ........ o ,.♦.......•. , 212, 214. 

TJ^XT BOOKS. . 

• I .... . - 

Jfabrary money not to,,be e?^«nde4 i» ^« pt^tm of; ; 164. 

To be recommended by towii superintendents^..^ ...a^*..^ 108, 168. 

TONA WAND A INDIANS. 

Act ^o provide foor education of .tl|e chilclr^p. oi^ i|i the ooo^y of 

;^.G^e........ ,..:.......,,..,....... ^,:.,,.,....:.__ . z^. 




^daportifBmiBt ol public money tm. ereotion or dhirioa of, 1^8, 99^, 140. 

WlWSf' BOARD.— See Town Superintendent, Town Clnk, €||if ...r, *i 

TOf^i^l C^iSIUS.. . .... -■■■':-. • .— 

Appoin«BiiQ*:ft£ i«wn w^eHwIendiiir^ Jnstea, tobeSMlIn . 

IV roD^e «id keep lifJarftB ^-^ntotteft to tQfW» «iip^t«ld«ntk, ^ . 

«o4h 9jtSi pliyti^t4to.jr«»^*»»»*«»>i»'»«>^«»te»v^*<»»«*'wt*.'..ij**.>»*»^^.i»l> 10% ,109,;]4S. 
IV.reeeive and ceeiffd evtiwates And. appoctiNftt of flokool moiiejr^ lOt^ 14A. 
"9^ mit^jr to(wa. jmperintendent to make annnail' repdrt^^.^j...*.. 1^^149. 
Wlen lb be Auddiiited^ wHkiafipn suparartendm^ and vwper^mK Sn 
> ^ij^iirMitliMfQut^ieniito'ofiib&iMsifi^ powerd and oQtDr 

pensatiMriof ^idite 4o aaawii*ftj|^..\.l ......J...^.u« 106,il4i2, I4t, M. 

'llle* AUttatedta order inhaHtanU^r district to notify special 
• ibeetin^ tbai eiadion.oC distwct offieinyi.'<...u.<.'.«MW«»«4*.-'.^..««4 ' I}*. 

•«IWK fiOHOOL PUNDa 

Proyifiions Mpeetfalg,ii.;U.u;.4. ..*w • tn^U 18^^ 141^ 148, lil^, 19l 

J4]|dk»aldn c<.^«.i..u«...,..i.....jjjA^..;. ;»....*:«.* ;....... « *98. 

TOWN iwpoBEiFJ»ixaE»firm or <)^Qfoir sc^o^ - 

tbii«.or|ydblibtoMiey ia W paid <y¥evto,.wi «**««« 4«.« ».» 98, 100, 140. 

How to be iif^pcHidHed by 'tfi«ni^'.;.;;J;.....J......,..M^.i.«..<..v***^* 9i. 

JtoUcil <tf apportionmeni^ tiyqta ii i ^iiperfHt«nd4Rit; t#'lNf ^Vdk'tO 

by 49Wsnt^ tr'easurW)*»««««*.««««»«rr.*«^..4Ujj. i^i ••^i.^v.^^.wv..i\ • «>•«.••«•'. l€v. 

BIdcltai and {^eaeeal powers and dulies ot.....;i.'..v.ll..;4.i.;.....«.^ $00", 141. 
To execute n bond; nitb tarttife tb aa y U i iii oy, conditiflned fog lint , 

fidtbful per£Mrmanne of dntiea ^( ik^,.. . . ^.. .». .«..^i .;« ^ ;«,;., ^ • » ; liOt>' 1)4L 

7Mm of lKMidy«**«*«*«..—*.*^ «*^*.J44.. •«.,..< > . i99. 

yacanciesj»«^Keeroiii«Miandfa(9W to be ia«4fv.^«;«.»^. tOJ^ M1^I49. 
ja^odceofii^llQintiMQl to»4ba gftren. loi.......^ 101, Ml. 

Tftm of offic((,.3rb«A io 9mnmm90> $mi^ dudtum, o^i.^..^** 101> Hl^ 142. 
liieUgiUe iui traatcfMl «f a ;«diee^ dMridj^ ivpervttclr ^ tdwn 

i*erk, ^...^ ^i„^-.**w..w- a^, I08;rl42. 

Toperf<Hria4jle^d»lieft4frb|iMlci^!ole«4><laad0e^ 108, 14a 

^v^ea f f onfT^^^rep^pe .^ the foifina^ton and. alteration of dis^ri^ 

and tbe jfacaijift an4 ; •KH!»ttpW»#^ «tf f^*«^ iniopej^.;.,.^^.-. , , 

102, 108, 1.42, 148, 144, 146, 148 to M4,il5ri iiq.174. 

Po(inilieeqUectk«|«ii4(^Ri}ifi^ Uridi^g1^ .109^1S%^ 
2>ai]i»ppijn»ent.ol.tcA^erAand Uteaufy) «»QM|r«*...:*.^^.*«.».. 108; 148tti^ Ifii. 
Do. on theattM^w *r (li^^Mtt of dbfiiidki aAflr Men^.tbia Aiit n > 
!- Sfoal report,*M^.^%M«*My»M»«**.M^»a.«*«*«.*MA*.«A»'«»««..b.4«*.«»«.lv.oJ lw^'>B84^'168. 
.T»aidd mofd«iWirtffle4 Jrt^ dnrfB#«» yuan ii Mfit n€i»i»i 
be appQrtiJtead|u.>j.;*i.^*^..wi...Jihw.*»N^**.^.irw.»w..>v.4i.#4j.Jit^.; i<^ 
t* retom audi monieaio the eountjtreaanreiv •.u.ai.v;^. 104^ 188. 
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Animal rq>ori o( when to be made and iHiat to eon- "' * '' 

taiii^.:::..;;. .....;..:.::.......^....u...;..:;L l(Jttt»;mteiiW. 

Penalty for n««!eet, .'. ....;.;...: :....;.. V;.'.:l l(fc! IM. 

To keep an aooount of moneys receWed and expanded and to lajr ^ - * 

the same before board of town auditors, idlj' tO^ * IKT/IBI. 

To render acconnt to his stieeessor In kiSk% ttwl |Mfy «¥«# MiiMi'*' 

at the expiration ctf his term, to befiled 4n town cleriu offiee, lOl; ' 1^» 168. 
ToBtM4 and pay ov«r balanoes appni^iiat^ 4o Mfatfol ^i^ l69j let; 1^. 
Successor in offiee to proaeooAtf for aiy'^ttapdkl bail|«s6^...». ltd/ l«^il6S. 
To;tflkke and hold property transferred lor the'ase of «om. «pliod% 1^> i68. 

Authorized to admin&ter oaths,!:.....*..^ ;..; J 4.....^.. IO6. 

Compensation of and how paid;.u...^ * ..^a*..*...'^*. *'|My' l<t. 

Reports, eatiayitefl and mpportiooawnt^ofiiidMreioba^Hfi^^^^^^' lfl6>iCfV. 
• Powers and dutiisa of as inspector of Coiuxlon€UslnohM- 10^, Idi4v lMy4^4. 
To: grant, and '«nnul certifu^tes of quaBfi«Uiea^to< teaehfe wB, «iii 

forms for, ••«*••. •.••••«^.««.. »...*••». •«*«.*.4kjuj*«i*u. s^iWvj.' IvZy iM^ 1611^ sN. 
When andho.w often.to.Tifiii.sch0e)8,..u.....«.'»ti:.A;.»..*^ lOi^lfT, 150to 1:64. 

Powers and duties of, at sudi visitation, •...«'.*»/.••....».( tM^ 1^7 -to TM. 

To adrite and oonscdt witfi' trnstfies in rel«tiaa to their ikttie^ «nd 

tiie management of the.aohool. and 4to»e.Qf .instrootion, 108,148 to IM. 
Powers and duties of ;inr^<l»e iBOtifttloitandi idEDmiatijOli <>f.h6hboi . 

districts,. ..^M. ,t..M...,.^>«^.««*.,.;w.f 106,<a<M^,ii1M46,4'ritom. 

When authorised to call special mefiuog in iol&t i^Mti^im th«^ ' > 
purpose oC detennining^ on pn^niAd a]itfl»ti40p«....4....4,A-Mt*. lOi, 1^. 

JM;y of; on the annulment of a.dbtiiat,..>.«.>»»««.^^«..u. 109».145,/]46. 

J|)ti»« (XI the formation. of .& di8tric^«.«*.«,.-*4.«.«.*...^;4k««w«i.iju.*;i»t>>-.«.w 10% UO. 
To prepare n notioe in miiing, deaerftwig thodktoat afadmppoiriting 

tiofUB and.placelor .first, meeting, 4ai.,MV..*.^.w. v..*^^.^**^^.: '£09. 

.w men to eulb^v .suon n o nc e, ».<«»■»«■»»« ».«»-.»«.<m«>»«»— »»«»w» «i>«««i 4 ^*r«fc% ' X'x«L 
Ooaseiit o#, fbr Ihe designklon of two or n^i^ iitis<i^ s eh <w ff% ot tt - 
4a, and for levying tax* for the par<Aas» or> ledbo'^iiwl, aiui!^ ' 
IkuldiDg or purohasiDg sehoot ^tfegi t hw ae n , ifte.,.% .•..kk;^..;1^" - ill. 
When to ord4r fadiabitflcntflrof ^stiMi t^obtify ^ecM ^BMMtings 
~ fox eleo^Mi of district offioer8,>w.%<..r.«#.»..k/.».%»r.i.^»<.«.^i^.«.««^. 112. 
Oertifioate of; on tax exceeding |4(]il>'(brbuildlttg,Mrlagor pbt^a^ 

ing school house;..;... ..'......:..;.;.;:*.. Ili,'l8», 4<». 

To equalize valuation of taxijble ji^operty in' joiKtffliMrid^ dnat^t^fi- 

i rtitfoi'of tnistees,.... .i..... ..;...;;.'.: :.;. u^ m. 

Ob^s^ o( tie<ie88ary t6cl»n^ df^it^ {tfuni^il^^strfet,.. :.'... . ' ri^. 
When tidffll vacanoy in the <^|«e«f tlt»rt««^..'..ii...;.;:;i;it.J;*.iiiJAVll4, Wll 
Authorized to abc^ i s ^n a ftKi -cf diatricft oWitim;mak tagirvlio^ / • 
■ ticet tteMI to.elerk or- tnistees,-...^^.^^^^....,^.,*^,,^, ..„.^w^.i.it| . 114. 
Teachers' ^laga»4otefdM i* paHr by^waarui^ $tk pOSH^mrnkfr^^ '^^ 'dL«5. 
A^r^bition of to .be. g^ven to aeeond and . aabaequent ren^lMdaJo^ ^ {a ^ .' 

^s^rklt . warrants, i;....M...;....4.;*iV.v.:..v.... J*atoauUAi*jju»3 421;^ tW. 

Suit to be brought against, by trustees fnr reeo^Pery ctf money ap- 
portioned by, ^ ...^ 121. 
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A|{sei^to|M»^ Bopemtendentfrom jroc6e4^ig9Q^^, 124, 19§, ,9'7|( to 278« 

PlroTidoDB to^QA^ of «<mii ag»iB8t» lor offiiSial ao(b8^«« • * 128^ 109I, 2#4^ 

I^. MQHrN^'«PHHWt of . j9Uoh coQtB and e«p«Qse9,.fiB4 kry .«jad'«>lr , 

Bowers and datlw of^ n^fl^ye to sehp^li. for ,eol(Mred, ofaildT ; 

}Sfif b». removed from office by state superintendfAt &r eipjbecide^ .... 

pent of public mo6|§f, or wilful negle&t of officii daty«.y,{];81,;ljS0, !H^' 
Copiet of school li^ws,, forms and instructions,^ be (j^rfarded.tQi , 1^* 
Powers and duti^ of, r^latlYfr to tpwn sdiio(4,fmid.A|[|d aobcfoL lote, 180,. l'^^ 
Powei^ and duties of, reUtiye ^ moneys m the han^ . -. i 

of the poor,. ..............f.,..^.,^..,....,„>. .w-^-im. — -• Wi lW*r 

To report names and ppet-offic^ address todepartm^Qt itf fqmjoai^ * ,j 

scnooxs, •^••••••««,»^«.*f«««f*^4«>«^*>»*»**^#bf » ^ a*^^*** •.(if«»4,.«'^ifr»4i.(^«#«.>.»- > <*4]v« 

T<? allow trustees to correct defectiye reports, ....... .^.^a^i.. 4 *^' 1 W. 

To furni^ answers t^ appealf^^...^ ^.♦•i^-, ...».;.. 16<>:. 

Powers o^ in referenc;^ to distrii^te formed by the^^tatfi^^ipermVVMl- 

eni on appeaL,f««'**«*«*$«M^«***«{>*fi^,^«»*^»**««*«*«»»<»**«{»|»*v^_^<«?»**<f»f«** j^ . jl^«« 

Not required to take oath of office,... ^...,...j„...^..,„^,,», , ,,• ;i'Jp. 

Forms prescribed by sta^ supfsrintendent far y^ o4« *•••••.:.!. X^IOM^VJ* 
Form of bond to be given by, to «qperyia(^,.».^.....;,...,.*.....,^ ^^^ 590. 

Form of resolution by«<Qr§aiti;pga,neiTr di^tricty.....avtr>«**'*"— r-rr* . ^.^Vit 
Do, of ootiee to trustees withholding their consent to an alteration ... • .. 

Dp, of notice of tl^e firsjb mejetjpg i^. ^ icM4<4. to -oiigaivuse, •*,.,* . 1724 

Do. of re^lu^tion for the alteration of ^dist.rict,v/ *,^%^,*, »*<*** ' 178.. 

Do on ti^ formation or. alt^ation 9f joint, di§trictsi« •,.....,„, ., , 174// 

Do. of certificate of qualification to teacher,.,,^**... .,.;.^..«...k.»,.,., ,, 174* 

Do. of instrum4BiMi, a p" V^ l ^ » g teachey* cey^b^atet...^.. »....^ ^^^ . ;,^4^, 

fio. of annuftlr^ort,.,.*..,**-....!*-:*-'-- »*-'f —-'M..- ** 174,^. 1-77. . 

Duty of, in the organization and m a n a fte wentpf teac)t;iiir«? .Uiati^.: . , ., . .t 

Duty of, under act t<^ Jiivoyide |pr ih^ pu]}cb%»e of Webater's JPii>tioQ- . . 
afy iorthe uso of ^ools, ^%i, 

TROY. , . ^„i > J . ■',{'. u .■ 

Actio proYjde Ibr^jjtie establishment of fr^eschpol^ inthe^ity .<., , . 

®t !tr tfr'f'«!*T^v'''*^Mi-,-"*.Vit^-v*?'*.?*:n«»^ ^^r 86^i ^7. 

TBUSTEE§^...,,c,. ^, ..I.:, 

Li^bUit^..^f; to taction for s^opj^^didtrict pi^yH>|i^MH)r*^^**.'.«r«.« 214^ 21A» 
TRUSTEES OF SCl^OOi; PISTKICTS, ^ ' m i* .': .b 

General powers and duties of, .,..M/vv»«»f •«.1^{L 119, 195. 

Town superintendei^^ ineligybjl^ aa^.»,....^^,..,A...^...*,y5AM|^7^;191i H2, ljWJ« 
CawM)^.W4 the offipe of -district clerk, ..^^102, l.'Wi. 
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IVaehcra' wages pajiAI»<« ordit and e ei -C ttete cC- ^^ H0^i9T. 

]Xttt€0'Ol^ III «a6 6QtpeiHatCBre 01 Ubf ai'j BlM(l6yy... ••••••••• •• lv^"lv9) npl.' 

MayapplytoftdpciViflOrattdtorimde^tobeattodatedir^ ' ' 

sapHliitkelbniMtioo^ralttratteB^f d]atoi6ta....i. ..^^ « 19«kl*^2- 

ObMent ot iHim nceceiaiy t# lomuillMi op iitifatl«iOf dkililii, 

how to b^giT€«» «Dd M«U0 te^ *.... MVMl% 144. 

IMitj o( oD-dkiohitien'Or oons^idaUmi ol 4iatriol^k.^^...w.. ...**« 199, 

To call spe^at Bie«^ie^ for raiaing^^ taxey to defray Ugal MMftiBtii^ 109. 

7b proeeeute for peDalty for fflegel Toting at ^diatribt meeting^;.. • 110, 

Whe&andliowtobedtoMen, : 111,199. 

t6 be ^tidedl h^^A mto three ehttsea, and teniiB tX^iSiot of; Ill, 19«. 

Vaeanciesilioeeeeil howftlM, Ill, IH >M, 199^ 199. 

HlMaio |^#mMoe ef qyeeiit meethig for deeiioft of difetriol'offi^ 

eers,aDdfor odunrpiirpoaee, ......<;«.,1 tl9, 1^ 

When to derignateihe time* for hoMiof amnial meetiiig', ^...«.. Uf, ITS.. 

WhentolelfyataxfovlmikUBg8eho(^^ii8e,bjin8tahMB(B, 112, 16K 

To 1^1 J te town eiqpt'e fov eqnaliwrton of TBhaitaeip of iaxaUa 

property in joioi diBtrictSj % IIS. 

Tj» execate deed eft eal# ^school house and ki,.....*. IIS, 281. 

To take securftgr for prftteot ef moaejs on mh^ bbIt; to hold the 

aame as a eorporatioi% and taiweouq^to their w i c ceeeer t therefor ; 

ladto proseeate on such leenrity, - 119, 114^ S2lv 

AppvopriaAioB hj,-ef pieeeeds of sudi sale- to new sHeand hoose^... 114, 221, 
TbfirTacandeemeffioesoldktrictderIc,ecAectorandlShrarian^.. 114. 

Penaliyiof rafosingrto aerre^ and for neglect to perfernkafBdal tin- 

ties, • IH IW, «4». 

BieBignat]M»of,hewandtowhemt»bemade', andnoticeof. 114, 199. 

Copies of reports «i;te be enteradef teeord liy dMiriiet eMt^ 114. 

Tocall speeiai meettags, -. 115, 200. 

lV%en to give notice of special^ anmnl and ad$C)nitiedm^9tit^ 119,200, 

Te make oot tax lists and wamntSp •.. 115, 

T^ purchase- ct lease sites^ and to htnU, hhre, pnrehase and keep tn 

. vepak,sehoolhoBses,andt»proTidrteei:andaf|iendages^ 115,219, 220,221. 

Toharecostedy'of^Sstriet siriioolhoaM^ ^ 116, 220. 

Te eentsaet wHh^ emploj and pay teariiers,... ;;... 115, 221. 

Tadivide the pohUe BM>Qey h^portkne^ andte asdgnand a|)ply the 

tMBe, •. I.,;; ;...^... m 198, 199, 224. 

To colleet teachers' wages not provided for by pnblie money,. 119,-224, 

To esEempt indtgent persons from payment of teaolierB' wages, t 

wholly or in poit, and to^ certify soeh ezenqytion todistriet 

•lerk, ., 99, 1^ 224^ 98% 229^ 229,229', 

T^makeoiitsate^hillandwaiMnt for teaofaenr wages,.... 99«11^224, 225. 
Hay expend ten dollars annually for repairs to sehool house, t^ 

levytheamxmut on the diittriet,.........^.. ...... V ..•••••* ^^'^- 

Proeesditi^ of, in apfiorUonment 'ai»essmeat and eollieetion of dis- 
trict t a i ie Sy..^.. ..^..^♦^.^..♦>..,;.....,,^„..;. IH; 119, 119, 201 to 219! 
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To mtke statement, d^riptioii and retonf ci tmooeiq^ed and un* 
improved real estate liable to taaatkn, , in.llS. 

Hay omit to Inoltide non-r^ddent property situated more than three 
miles from scliool hoose...... .».«.».... IJl 

When and bov^ tomalnotigJBalTaliia^oos in tszaUe property, giv- 
ing notice, *b........... ........*, „.. lH«10to«l«^ 

yhaen to make out tax lists and irarrants dk 1» delirer to eelleetoiv 119, ^1. 

To sue for, recdVer and tip^ f orfeltnres and balances in hands of 
eoUector...... «*j. ..*... 1K>. 

To procur^ blank books for entry of receipts and dlsbarsements^ 
property of district, and t^aic3ier^list«, ; 120, 199, 216,^0. 

lyben authorized to levy tax without vote of the distt^.. ^ IfO, 121, S^6. 

When to procuro fuel for use of distrid;, and to levy tax Hi^^or, 120, 2f6. 

Force and effect of warrants issued by, for ooHection of tax lists or 
rate-bills.................. * 121. 

Renewal of warrants by, wh^ and hdw made, 121. 

Authorized to prosecute non-residents frar amounts due on such • ^ 
warrants, 121,249. 

When and how errors in tax lists or ^rate-bills may be corrected by, 121, 202. 

When to prosecute for moneys apportioned to their district, 121, ^$0, 

Annual report of, when to be made and what to contain,... . 122, 242 to 248. 

Formo^ 244 to 248. 

To hire temporally, when necessary, rooms for the accommodation 
of children entitled to attend schools, 128, 221. 

In joint diftrlcts, rep<^t9 to be made to town superintendent of each 
town, < 128. 

Penalty for falsereport, x ^^t 2^* 

Property vested in, to be held as acorporation, * 128. 

Annually t^render an account to district, of moneys received and 
expended, ^ .^•.....•... , .*.. 128. 

To pay to successors in ofilce, balance remaining m their hands,... . 124. 

Peoalty for refusal or neglect to account or pay over, 124^^9. 

Successors in <^ce to prosecute for, recover and apply such penal- 
ty, and balances due from predecesscra, •. • 124^249. 

Appeals to state superintendent from acts ol, 124, 276 to 2*78. 

Powers, duties and liabilities p( aa tma|eet of di^tiiot Hhra- 
ry, *..,•«•*. i„..^„..«^.^..^*.. ^26,. 126, 283 to 242, ^66 to 27Q. 

May be removed jbrni oike by @tate superintendent, for embezzle- 
ment of public mmiey, or wilful neglect of official duty, 181, 166,, 248. 

Penalties and fiutfSsitureior wiHul mg!^ oi officii duty by^ ai»d 
howtobeeolleeted, 128, 169,248. 

Provisioii for costs and expenses in suitvby and against, for official 
acts, .. 128,129, 169, 258,2*4. 

To prosecute for wilful disturbance, interruptioii«r disquiet of 4Sa« 
trtct scAiools, ticc., .......v.... 18% 2M 



Powen and duiiM of» relfttive to schools for colored diUd- 

rtn, , ISO, ISl, 280, 831,. 25(i, 256. 

To report ratalpgw of l^ks in district libraiy,^.... )51, 164, 199, 200, 240, 
1V> 9!pplj to state saperinteodent for relief, when publicmon^ is 

To oonrceiaaaaid reports when defectiye, at anj time before apyor- 

Dntjof in application of local school fuiid8,»....«. ,. 198/ 

Dqftgr and liabilities of, in application of teachers' money, 199. 

When and how authorized to oorrect errors in assessment roll of 

town, ^ « , ,.,— 212. 

Duty oC.to keep up a school when required bj inhabitants of their 

district, i,..., 222. 

To c(M>perate with the teacher in the government and discipline of 

theschool,^ ^ .7. 232. 

General principles of law in reference to suits brought against,.. 250 to 255. 

Legal effect^ of contracts of, 251, 252. 

WSkn liable in trespass, 251. 

liability of^ on contracts of predecessors, , 252. 

Lialulity of for their joint acts and for the acts of each other, 252, 253. 

Authorized to require bond of district collector, 257. 

Payments on tax lists or rate bjlls made to, to be received as agents 

for collector,, i 2«2. 

TRUSTEE OF GOSPEL AND SCHOOL LOT.— See Gospel 

and School Lot , 

Office of abolished and duties transferred to town superintendent, 102, 142. 

Powers and duties of, '. 138,184. 

TURNPIKE COMPANIES. 

Liability of to taxation for school district purposes, 1 .^. 206. 

Toll house and gate of, <&c., how taxable, 214. 

TUSCARORA WDIANS. 

Act to provide for the education of the children of, in the county 

of Niagara. ...., 369. 

• u.. 

UNOCCUPIED AND UNIJh^ROVE© LANDS. 
Powers and duties of trustees in the a ese o s m ent of for district 
taxes, ....: llt,fe8,205,2<Wto2i(«L 

uncA. 

Acte relating to common tehools fh fhe ^ty of,..t.;.»«« 857. 

J" 

V. 

VACANCIKSL 

In-cffiee of town superintendent, when and how to be filled^ 101, 141. 

In office of trustees and other officers of districts, Ill, 112, 114^ 169. 
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VALUATIONS. '*' ^ ' ' ' :*P»/ . 
Of taxable property in j<nnt districts, when and how to be equal- 
ized, .: J|^ 118,170. 

Of taxable property, how to be aseertained in making out tax 

How-to ^ aaadft OR damloF tedii0<fio% and "wbtit^wk aacettrfned 

YISITAXI^K AND INSPBOTiON i(^ fiOfiOOLS. 

P<^irera aiid ilutMa «f town siqieryitendttita in xefensnea to, 108^ 1^ toJ6t. 

TISlTOlia OP COMMON SOHOOL& 

State superintendent authorized to appoint, A powcas anddutiea o^ • 90. 

VOTERS. 

Qualifications of at school district meetings, 110, 193. 

Proceedings on challenge of, , .« 110, 194. 

W. 

' WARRANTS.. 

To be annexed by trustees to tax-lists, 115,201. 

For coUecticm of rate-bills for teachers' wages, effect of and powers 
and duties of collectors in execution of^ • 93, 116. 

Property exempt from levy and sale on, for cdlection of rate- 
bills, 98, 117,228. 

For collection of taxes, when to be made out by trustees, 119, 201. 

When to be deUvered to collector, and his duty thereon, 119, 120, 218, 219. 

Jurisdiction of collector in the execution of in other districts 
ahd towns, ^^,, 120. 

To be executed by a majority of trustees, without seal, 121, 218. 

To have like force and effect with warrants of boards of superyi- 
sors, except in certain cases, 121, 218. 

When and how to be renewed by trustees, 121, 168, 218, 219. 

Form of fcMr collection of district taxes, 217, 218. 

Do. do. rate bills, 224,225. 

WILLIAMSBURGH. 

Act relating to common schools in the city of, 363. 

WILLIAMSVILLE. 

Provision relative to rate-biUs in the Tillage of, 866. 

WEBSTER'S DICTIONARY. 

Act authorizing the superintendent of common schools to purchase 
for the use of schools, .t 873. 

WOOD HOUSE. 

Tax for building legal, 190. 



NOTE TO PAGE 187. 



Smoi fhft ftmtlgi of tlMte ahecU i^bnof^ ihm fmm» tika Boptrinfrfcnt 
hM deeid^d tht mhimwlMKf ■choii dirtHgto Auqr kgrf^ imUmtui not 
l»<tfM|g $400^ f(OV UiildiBgi hiriiif or purehasiii^ a iditol hian^ «0d«^ § 70, 
(Fa 92,) without the «tttifit9irto«f4lieTVmiiStip«ift*0^^ <o 

«i»s«yi|«riii^froatho«d«(^«hofat«Mrflite aid iKiiMPt ^ tlw dMiet 



Chmbj oTcr-roling the deciiioa oi Q^kl IKz, «t pi^ ISS; of ih» 1 0laBie oC 
Otmmoii SdMolDefMeM. 
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